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Recap of Gardner Village Board Meeting
by Don Phillips
    The Gardner Village Board
met in regular session January
24, with Dick Hileman serving
as Mayor Pro Tem in the ab-
sence of Mayor Mike Serena.
    Resident Don Phillips in-
quired on the status of the vil-
lage pursuing a ballot
referendum regarding the train
horn issue. Mayor Pro Tem
Hileman responded Mayor Ser-
ena was still pursuing a public
forum on February 22 or 23
with notification to the County
Clerk in February to have the
item on the next ballot.
    The board discussed the
sewer and water plants and the
use of ARPA funds received
from the federal government.
The village will receive ap-
proximately $180,000 over two
years. Hileman commented the
funds will go toward pumping
the solids from the sewer la-

goons, at a cost of $130,000, to
pump pits one and two, after
using a sludge pump to pump
pit three into pit two. Hileman
will propose $90,000 for the la-
goon project and the remaining
funds to complete repairs on
the water plant. Total cost of
the water plant repairs are esti-
mated near $200,000. The
board will need to vote on the
use of the funds prior to their
awarding. Hileman noted much
of the piping in question was
imported from China and is
showing extensive corrosion.
The preference is for American
steel piping based on durability.
Hileman estimates the full re-
pairs to the water and sewer
plant to cover five years.
    Hileman reported one of the
new sewer pumps ran dry for a
brief period of time. Inspection
of the pump indicates the pump
is OK, however one of the in-

take pipes may be blocked with
wood. The issue continues to
be investigated.

    Commissioner Tim Hill re-
turned to a discussion of im-
proving the village’s internet
presence. Hileman suggested
resuming the conversation with
the representative from prior
discussions and have her meet
with the clerks and prepare a
presentation for the village
board.

    The board discussed options
for property cleanup, noting the
last case decided in court re-
sulted in a $250 fine for the
property owner and the case
was dismissed. Options dis-
cussed included pursuing a
change of venue and requesting
condemnation of the property.
Legal fees to the village for the
last round of cases totaled over
$4,000.

by Brandon LaChance

When the petitions to run
for office in Illinois were avail-
able on Jan. 13, Pontiac native
and Cornell resident, Ryan
Bohm, was ready to pick one
up and get some signatures for
a Livingston County Sheriff
campaign.

After 19 years in law en-
forcement, all in Livingston
County, Bohm feels becoming
the next sheriff is in his career
trajectory.

“I have been thinking about
it for the bulk of my career. It's
always been something that I
thought, 'That's where I want to
end up by the end of my

career,'” said Bohm, who grad-
uated from Pontiac High
School in 1996 and has only
lived outside of Livingston
County for two months when
he moved to Gridley. “The
sheriff's term will end at the
end of 2022. About a year ago,
I went to our sheriff, Tony Chil-
dress, and asked what his plans
were because I didn't know if
he was going to run for another
term. He said he was going to
run again, but it was a long way
away.

“I asked him if he would
mind if I asked people what
they thought about me running
for sheriff and see if I could
garnish enough support where

I could make a sheriff out of it. 

(continued on page 8)

Name added to the hat
Ryan Bohm begins campaign
for Livingston County Sheriff

by Brandon LaChance

There was supposed to be a
surprise party.

Texts were sent out and a
private Facebook page was cre-
ated to invite past Dwight
Common School boys basket-
ball players and anyone who
knows Joe Stevenson to attend
the last regular-season home
game for the eighth-grade boys
basketball on Jan. 20 at Dwight
High School.

However, Covid-19 can-
celed the game and the party
was moved to Willy's Pub.

Either way, Stevenson felt
all of the love and support from
the community as he is retiring
as the Redbird coach after 25
seasons.

“I knew something was up,
but I didn't know it was so big,”
Stevenson said. “I didn't know
they had a private page on
Facebook. One kid came from
Texas and other ballplayers
came from out of state. It's
amazing and makes you feel
good.

“I'm sure tears are coming
down the road. They say, 'If
you're a good team, you win
your last game.' That means,
it's either a state championship
or third place. I don't know if
we'll get there, but we have a
good shot. It's going to be a lit-
tle sad, but I think it's time for
a younger, more active coach to
take over.

“I still love it and I always
will. I love what I do and
wouldn't change the last 25
years. But, I want to do other
things, too. I'm a farmer, so the
winter is my off-time, which
worked well with basketball.
It's time to move on, travel, and
take vacations.”

Stevenson, who graduated
from Dwight High School in
1975, picked up his first clip-
board as the Dwight sixth grade
coach for the 1996-97 season.

After the end of his first

campaign, he was asked to take
on the eighth-grade squad for
the 97-98 season. He jokes
around about the poor sixth-
grade team having to be
coached by him twice as they
had him again for eighth grade.

It must have worked out for
that class and everyone follow-
ing for 25 years as he has
stayed on board and taken the
Redbirds to an Elite Eight in
2007 and a Final Four in 2019.

“I've had a lot of really good
teams. The best thing about
what we have is we had a cou-
ple of coaches who started the
Junior Trojans Program,”

Stevenson said. “They took the
kids when they were in second,
third, and fourth grade and that
helped us out a lot. Eric Long,
Mark Porter, and Jeremy Con-
nor gave those kids a big jump
start and they were good by the
time they got to me.

“I just kind of took the
cream of the crop and went
with it. We've been very suc-
cessful. They already knew the
smaller stuff, so when they get
to eighth grade we can work on
other stuff to help them im-
prove. It made my life a lot eas-
ier. Without that, I would have 

(continued on page 8)

One Last Postseason
Joe Stevenson set to retire from coaching

COACH JOE STEVENSON, above, retiring after 25 yeasrs of coaching.
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Dwight Common School 2018-2019 Final Four Team coached
by Joe Stevenson. 
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Tickets Issued 
by Dwight Police

    January 21: David L. Clutts,
58, Channahon, driving 15-20
MPH above limit, expiration of
registration, operate uninsured
motor vehicle; Matthew R.
Hays, 29, Bourbonnais, operate
uninsured motor vehicle.
    January 22: Jordan D.
Brown, 21, Bourbonnais, driv-
ing 21-25 MPH above limit,
operate uninsured motor vehi-
cle; Julia M. Herrman, 20, Nor-
mal, driving 21-25 MPH above
limit.
    January 23: German Al-
varado, 31, Champaign, fail
obey stop sign; Jr. J. Jackson,
41, Bradley, driving 15-20
MPH above limit; Emma A.
Katolick, 18, Peoria, operate
uninsured motor vehicle, no
valid regis./1st and 2nd.
    January 26: Larry A. Ketch-
erside, Jr., 42, Herscher, fail
obey stop sign; Skylar A. Sim-
beck, 18, Kankakee, operate
uninsured motor vehcile.
    January 27: Deanna N.
Dingillo, 27, Wilmington, retail
theft.
    Persons in the police report
are innocent of any charges
until proven guilty in a court of
law.

9 Written Warnings
    Speeding – 5; Fail To Obey
Stop Sign – 2; Over Time Park-
ing – 2.

Dwight Police Blotter
    January 23: Arrested on an
In-State Warrant was Sabrina
Miles, 44, Dwight. She posted
bond and was given a new
court date.
    January 26: A resident
called Dwight Police to advise
credit card fraud had been at-
tempted in their name.
    January 27: Dwight Police
were called to the 400 block of
E. Mazon for Retail Theft. Ar-
rested was Deanna Dingillo,
27, of Wilmington. She was
taken to Dwight PD and issued
a citation and given a court
date.
    Lock Out – 5; Follow Up –
4; Return Call – 8; Medical
Aid – 14; C O Detector
Alarm – 1; Check Area – 1;
Traffic Stop – 18; Out With
Subject – 1; Unknown Prob-
lem – 2; Walk In – 7; Acci-
dent – 4; Burglar Alarm – 5;
Battery – 2; Suspicious Sub-
ject – 1; Hit and Run – 1; Do-
mestic Unknown – 1; Warrant
Check – 1; Out Of Control
Subject – 1; Citizens Assist – 1;
Well Being – 3; Accident Un-
known – 1; Threats – 1; Ordi-
nance Violation – 2; Suspicious

Activity – 1.
Accident Reports

    Friday, January 21, 4:03
p.m., an accident was reported
in the 100 block of E.
Chippewa involving a Jeep
Compass, driven by Adrian
Mitsdarffer, Custer Park, which
struck a parked Ford F150,
owned by Paul Goley, Odell.
    Sunday, January 23, 11:57
a.m., a hit-and-run accident
was reported at 411 W. James
St. involving a Chevrolet Mal.,
owned by Sharon Price, which
was struck by an unknown ve-
hicle.
    Wednesday, January 26,
9:04 p.m., a single-vehicle ac-
cident was reported at 10 E.
Northbrook Dr. involving a
2020 Wanc., driven by Scott
Miller, Elsberry, MO, which
ran over a light pole while at-
tempting to turn.

Weekly Ambulance Runs
by Dwight EMS

    January 21: Mazon, med-
ical, Morris; Union, medical,
Riverside, mutual aid from
Braidwood; 2700 North Rd.,
medical, Riverside; Mazon,
medical, St. James; Watters,
medical, St. James, mutual aid
from Morris EMS; Mazon,
medical, refusal.
    January 22: South, medical,
St. James; Prairie, citizens as-
sist; Mazon, trauma, St. James;
I-55, trauma.
    January 23: Mazon, trauma,
Morris; Oak (Odell), medical,
mutual aid – Coal City; 2600
N. (Odell), medical, trauma,
mutual aid – Gardner; Oak
(Odell), medical.
    January 24: Mazon, med-
ical; Main, medical; Prospect,
trauma, no patient; Prospect,
trauma, refusal; Mazon, med-
ical, refusal; South, medical;
North, medical, Morris; Union,
trauma, Morris, mutual aid
from Coal City.
    January 25: 2900 North,
medical, refusal; William,
medical, refusal.
    January 26: I-55, trauma, no
patient contact; John, medical,
Morris; Locust, medical; Main,
medical, Morris; 3100, med-
ical.
    January 27: Julie, medical,
refusal; Rt. 47, trauma, refusal;
Mazon Ave., medical, Morris,
mutual aid from Riverside Her-
scher; Mazon Ave., medical,
refusal; Mazon Ave., medical,
Morris.

If you’re a certain age, you’ll need to withdraw money from some of your retirement accounts each year. But in 2022,
the amount you must take out may be changing more than in other years – and that could affect your retirement income
strategy.

Here’s some background: Once you turn 72, you generally must start taking withdrawals, called required minimum
distributions, or RMDs, from some of your retirement accounts, such as your traditional IRA and your 401(k) or similar
employer-sponsored plan. Each year, your RMDs are determined by your age and account balances. This year, the life
expectancy tables used by the IRS are being updated to reflect longer lifespans. This may result in lower annual RMDs
than you’d have to take if this adjustment hadn’t been made.

If you’ve started taking RMDs, what does this change mean to you? It can be a positive development, for a few rea-
sons:
• Potentially lower taxes – Your RMDs are generally taxable at your personal income tax rate, so the lower your RMDs,
the lower your tax bill might be.
• Possibly longer “lifespan” for retirement accounts – Because your RMDs will be lower, the accounts from which they’re
issued – including your traditional IRA and 401(k) – may be able to last longer without becoming depleted. The longer
these accounts can stay intact and remain an asset, the better for you.
• More flexibility in planning for retirement income – The word “required” in the phrase “required minimum distributions”
means exactly what it sounds like – you must take at least that amount. If you withdraw less than your RMD, the amount
not withdrawn will be taxed at 50%. So, in one sense, your RMDs take away some of your freedom in managing your
retirement income. But now, with the lower RMDs in place, you may regain some of this flexibility. (And keep in mind
that you’re always free to withdraw more than the RMDs.)

Of course, if you don’t really need all the money from RMDs, even the lower amount may be an issue for you – as
mentioned above, RMDs are generally taxable. However, if you’re 70½ or older, you can transfer up to $100,000 per
year from a traditional IRA directly to a qualified charitable organization, and some, or perhaps all, of this money may
come from your RMDs. By making this move, you can exclude the RMDs from your taxable income. Before taking this
action, though, you’ll want to consult with your tax advisor.

Here are a couple of final points to keep in mind. First, not all your retirement accounts are subject to RMDs  – you
can generally keep your Roth IRA intact for as long as you want. However, your Roth 401(k) is generally subject to
RMDs. If you’re still working past 72, though, you may be able to avoid taking RMDs from your current employer’s 401(k)
or similar plan, though you’ll still have to take them from your traditional IRA.

Changes to the RMD rules don’t happen too often. By being aware of how these new, lower RMDs can benefit you,
and becoming familiar with all aspects of RMDs, you may be able to strengthen your overall retirement income situa-
tion.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Watch for Changes in RMDs

McClarey Law Firm
Donald R. McClarey 

and Donald John McClarey
313 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight, IL 60420

(Also Engaged in the General Practice of Law)

Phone 815-584-1525 for a free consultation.
We are a Debt Relief Agency.  

We help people file for bankruptcy relief.

Bankruptcy Attorneys 
with 35 years experience in representing clients 

filing chapter 7 or chapter 13 Bankruptcy Petitions.
Fee for a chapter 7 is $1,400.00, paid in 2 installments

which includes the filing fee of $335.00 
paid to the Bankruptcy Court.

Tickets can be purchased at the Mess Hall 
or Legion Bar until drawing

Cullom American Legion • 815-848-7122

Prize Pool Over $8,959
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Drawing every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Q RAFFLE

    Dwight Fire Protection Dis-
trict responded to the following
incidents:
    January 21: Mutual Aid to
Braidwood.
    January 22: Mutual Aid to
Elwood; Motor Vehicle Acci-
dent – I-55.
    January 26: Motor Vehicle
Accident – I-55.
    January 27: Motor Vehicle
Accident – Rt. 47; Natural Gas
Leak – Morris Rd.
    Dwight FPD also responded
to 21 medical assists with
Dwight EMS.

Dwight 
Fire Incidents
1/21 - 1/28

Secretary of State Departments, 
Driver Services Facilities Reopen

    Illinois Secretary of State
Jesse White has announced that
all Secretary of State depart-
ments have reopened for in-
person transactions – including
Driver Services facilities – as
of January 24. All departments
and Driver Services facilities
had been closed since January
3 due to the surge of COVID-
19 cases statewide.
    “The health and safety of
employees and the public is our
top priority,” said White.
“Masks and social distancing
will be required as we safely
reopen all offices and Driver
Services facilities.”
    Customers who wish to
schedule an appointment at one
of the select Driver Services fa-
cilities requiring appointments

may now do so. Visit ilsos.gov
for a list of Driver Services fa-
cilities requiring appointments.
    As a reminder, White has
extended all driver’s license
and ID card expiration dates
to March 31, 2022. Commer-
cial driver’s licenses (CDL)
and CDL learner’s permits
were extended until January
31, 2022, and covers expiration
dates between November 1,
2021, and January 31, 2022.
    Online services remain
available at ilsos.gov. Cus-
tomers can:
    • Renew a license plate
sticker.
    • Renew a driver’s license or
ID card for those who qualify
(individuals may call 217-785-
1424 to confirm their eligibility

or to obtain their PIN).
    • Obtain a duplicate driver’s
license or ID card.
    • Obtain a driver record ab-
stract.
    • File Business Services
documents, such as incorpora-
tions and annual reports.
    Three CDL facilities are
currently open for in-person
CDL services only. The CDL
facilities are: Rockford at 4734
Baxter Rd., Springfield at 2701
S. Dirksen Pkwy., and Marion
at 1905 Rendelman St.
    The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security has ex-
tended the federal REAL ID
deadline to May 3, 2023.

    For more information, visit
ilsos.gov.

Morris Woman
Killed 

in Accident 
Near Dwight

    Grundy County Coroner
John Callahan’s office, along
with the Grundy County Sher-
iff’s Department, is investigat-
ing a crash on Route 47, in
front of 9450 IL 47, Dwight,
that claimed the life of a Mor-
ris woman.
    The incident occurred the
morning of Thursday, January
27, around 9:00 a.m.
    Coroner Callahan states
preliminary findings indicate a
semi-tractor trailer was travel-
ing northbound on Rt. 47 when
a vehicle exited a driveway.
The semi was unable to stop,
striking the vehicle in the dri-
ver’s side.
    Christine E. Baker, 61, of
Morris, was pronounced dead
at the scene at 10:00 a.m. Jan-
uary 27.
    Dwight Fire/EMS assisted
at the scene. The investigation
continued with an examination
January 28.

LaSalle County Man 
to Be Extradited From Florida

    On January 25, Tyrone S.
Combs, 32, was arrested by the
US Marshals Regional Task
Force in Cape Coral, Florida on
an outstanding original charge
for felony domestic battery out
of LaSalle County.
    Members of the US Mar-
shals Fugitive Task Force from
the LaSalle County Sheriff’s
Office found Combs to cur-

rently be in Florida and passed
this information to the task
force in this area to apprehend
Combs, who has been wanted
since 2017 on this charge and
had fled the state after the inci-
dent occurred in the city of
LaSalle.
    Combs will be extradited
back to LaSalle County where
he will be held with no bond.

Child Pornography Investigation 
Arrest Made in LaSalle County

    On January 25, LaSalle
County Sheriffs Investigators
arrested Carl C. Coriell, 22, at
his residence in Oglesby after a
several-month investigation for
Child Pornography.
    Coriell was found to be in

possession of child pornogra-
phy files and that he dissemi-
nated these files to others on
the internet.
    Coriell will be charged for
Possession and Dissemination
of Child Pornography, along

with a felony charge of Crimi-
nal Damage to State Supported
Property from an incident in
the jail upon intake.
    Coriell went before a judge
the morning of January 26,
where a bond was set.

Jan. 20 – high 17°, low 2°
Jan. 21 – high 25°, low 3°
Jan. 22 – high 33°, low 20°

trace snow
Jan. 23 – high 21°, low 9°

1.5” snow
Jan. 24 – high 28°, low -1°
Jan. 25 – high 10°, low -9°
Jan. 26 – high 22°, low -9°
One Year Ago –Feb. 2, 2021

high 32°, low 23°
1” snow

Temps - 2022

THE DWIGHT PINEWOOD DERBY was held on Saturday, January 20, 2012, at DGS. Pic-
tured, front, left to right are: Nathan Caseras, 3rd Tiger Scouts; Jace Gall, 1st Tiger Scouts;
Jack Duffy, 2nd Tiger Scouts. Second row, left to right are: Camden Beier, 3rd Bear Scouts;
Jarrett Jancek, 1st Bear Scouts; Jake Partney, 2nd Bear Scouts; Daniel Petree, 3rd Wolf Den
2 Scouts; Dillon Sarff, 1st Wolf Den 1 Scouts; Malaki Slaughter, 2nd Wolf Den 1 Scouts. Back
row, left to right are: Dominick Ramsey, 2nd Webelos Scouts and overall; Dylan Lee, 1st We-
belos Scouts and overall; Lucas Berger, 3rd Webelos Scouts and overall. 

Life 
is a 

question 
and how 

we live it is 
our answer.

- Gary Keller
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Illinois Sheriffs’ Association 
Announces Scholarship Opportunity
    The Illinois Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation has announced that it
will be awarding over $58,000
in college scholarships
throughout the State of Illinois
to students wishing to pursue
higher education during the
2022-2023 academic year. The
scholarships are to be applied
to tuition, books, and fees only.
The student must be enrolled
full-time at a certified institu-
tion of higher learning within
the State of Illinois (full-time
online learning is acceptable).
    Livingston County Sheriff
Tony O. Childress will be
awarding one (1) scholarship in
the amount of $500.
    There will be no restriction
on any applicant by reason of
race, age, creed, color, sex, or
national origin. The only limi-
tations are as follows:
    • Applicants must be perma-
nent Illinois residents.
    • Scholarships must be uti-

lized at institutions of higher
learning within the State of Illi-
nois.
    • Student must be enrolled
as a full-time student during the
2022-2023 school year (ex-
cluding summer session).
    Applications are now avail-
able at the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office or on the Illi-
nois Sheriffs’ Association web-
site at ilsheriff.org/youth-2/.
Students must complete the ap-
plication, answer the essay
question, and return all docu-
mentation by March 15, 2022,
(must be postmarked by this
date) to:

Livingston County 
Sheriff’s Office

844 W. Lincoln Street
Pontiac, IL  61764

    Contact the Livingston
County Sheriff’s Office at 815-
844-2774 for additional infor-
mation.

KEEP OUR CHILDREN SAFE!!!
    Transporting students can be
a stressful and difficult job.
Dwight Public Schools bus
drivers work to make sure their
school-aged children arrive
safely to school, safely home,
safely to sporting events, and
safely to field trips on a daily
basis. One of the biggest fears
these bus drivers face is other
vehicles not obeying the stop
arm device.
    In TOWN, bus drivers
MUST:
• ACTIVATE THEIR AMBER
SIGNAL LAMPS not less than
100 feet before a stop.
    In RURAL AREAS, bus
drivers MUST:
• ACTIVATE THEIR AMBER
SIGNAL LAMPS not less than
200 feet before a stop.
    Drivers will then STOP and
ACTIVATE THE STOP ARM
A N D  R E D  F L A S H I N G
LIGHTS.
• This warning tells drivers ap-
proaching from either direction
they must stop.
• Most vehicles approaching
the bus do stop, but not all.

    Dwight Public School buses
were just equipped with new
cameras to help identify those
few drivers who fail to stop.
Angie Goley, Director of
Transportation for Dwight Pub-
lic Schools, feels it is vital to
educate the public regarding
this law. The new cameras are
great tools for enforcement, but
Goley hopes education will
provide the best results.
    The Illinois statute (625
ILCS 5/11-1414) Approaching,
overtaking, and passing school
bus; comes with some hefty
consequences. The Secretary of
State shall suspend for a period
of three months the driving
privileges of any person con-
victed of this violation. A sec-
ond violation occurring within
five years would result in a sus-
pension of one year. A manda-
tory fine of $300 would also
apply.
    The statute also includes po-
tential consequences for the
registered owner of the violat-
ing vehicle. “The owner of any
vehicle alleged to have violated

this section shall, upon appro-
priate demand by the State’s
Attorney or other designated
person acting in response to a
signed complaint, provide a
written statement or deposition
identifying the operator of the
vehicle if such operator was not
the owner at the time of the al-
leged violation. Failure to sup-
ply such information shall
result in the suspension of the
vehicle registration of the vehi-
cle for a period of three
months.”
    The legal ramifications of
this violation are serious, but

not as serious as the damage
caused if someone were to hurt
one of the children. It is highly
recommended when you see
the amber lights flashing on a
bus that you slow down and
prepare to stop. Don’t speed up
in hopes to beat the bus.
    Help to keep the children
safe by doing your part in ed-
ucating all drivers in your
household. 

    If you have any questions or
concerns, contact Angie Goley
(815-584-6220) or Detective
Gary Beier (815-584-3132).

LCHD Cautions Use of 
Privately-Owned Testing Sites
    The Livingston County
Health Department (LCHD) is
advising that several privately-
owned COVID testing sites are
being established in and around
Livingston County. The LCHD
is not authorized to permit or
restrict these businesses, nor is
the health department allowed
to provide any level of surveil-
lance or oversight for these en-
tities. There are no COVID-19
testing sites affiliated with the
LCHD operating at this time.
    Laboratories that partner
with privately-owned testing
sites are regulated by Federal
Clinical Laboratory Improve-
ment Amendments (CLIA) and
Illinois Department of Public
Health CLIA and can be inves-
tigated by these federal and
state agencies. However, pri-
vately-owned testing sites
themselves may not have any
oversight by IDPH. Proceed at

your own risk when choosing
to be tested at a privately-
owned testing site. The LCHD
cannot respond to any com-
plaints regarding COVID-19
testing sites.
    To file a complaint regard-
ing deficiencies such as miss-
ing results, or other serious
service-related complaints, call
the CLIA hotline at 1-800-252-
4343.
    If patients believe there may
be fraudulent business prac-
tices or other criminal activity
at a testing site, they should
contact the Illinois Attorney
General’s Consumer Protect
Division hotline at 1-800-386-
5438.

    In addition to medical facil-
ities and pharmacies, State-
supported testing sites can be
found at dph.illinois.gov/covid
19/testing.

Valentine Drive for Seniors
    For many seniors living in
nursing homes and assisted liv-
ing facilities, the ongoing pan-
demic has been an unusually
lonely time. State Senator
Jason Barickman (R-Bloom-
ington) is hoping to brighten
the Valentine season for many
of these residents through his
Valentines for Seniors pro-
gram.
    Senator Barickman is ask-
ing students from public and
private schools, church groups,
scouting organizations and
other groups to create home-
made cards that will be deliv-
ered to assisted living centers,
nursing homes, and long-term

care facilities across the state.
    Cards, poems, and other
well-wishes will be collected
between now and Monday,
Feb. 7, at Senator Barickman’s
office, located at 3004 G.E.
Road, Suite 1B, Bloomington,
IL. Cards can be placed in the
Valentines box located inside
the office door, or in a small
mailbox outside of the office
during off-hours. Cards can
also be mailed.
    In 2021, members of the
Illinois Senate Republican
Caucus collected and delivered
more than 45,000 Valentines
through the statewide “Valen-
tines for Seniors” program.

§ § §

Franklin Corner

162 E. Main St., Dwight  • 815-374-5080

OPEN: Wed. 4-9 p.m. Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Local Art • Women’s  Apparel • Gifts
franklincorneril.com

§ § §

Valentine’s Day is February 14.
Cupids!!  SHOP HERE!!

Jewelry • Apparel • Gift Cards
Boxed Candy, Sea Salt Caramels, Chocolates 

§ § § § §

Shop Our Sale Rack in Back!

Who wouldn’t

LOVE

conversation 

heart 

bath soaps?
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STEVE’S TIRE & Service Center
514 Liberty St. • Morris, IL
(815) 942-5080

We Service National Accounts
“there is a difference”

“The Tire Guys”

HOURS:
Mon - Fri: 
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Braceville Elementary School 
Second Quarter Honor Roll

High Honors
Fifth Grade: Gabriela Gil
Montano, Brody Grimes,
Mason Jordan, Robert Pardon,
Rylin Wright-Salmon.
Sixth Grade: Blake Brassard.
Seventh Grade: Kaden Ca-
vaness, Abby Galass, Christo-
pher Ozee.
Eighth Grade: Britney Fatlan,
Gabriella Harvey.

First Honors
Fifth Grade: Kylan Co-

labuono, Betzaida Gomez,
Angel Herrera, John Johnson,
Jr., Dalton Quesada, Alexis
Runty-Pierce, Colton Unland,
RyLynn Warren.
Sixth Grade: Angel Kucera,
Wyatt McNally, Lacey Ro-
driguez, Morgan Stockman,
Abigail Watts.
Seventh Grade: Isabella Att-
away, Tyler Galass, Holden
Grimes, Eythyn Rossi, Jayde
Schweitzer.

Eighth Grade: Kylee Lindner,
Cheyann Wampler.

Second Honors
Fifth Grade: Haley Burch,
McKenna Fry, Jayden Gomez,
Kinzie Molle.
Sixth Grade: Ryan Reed,
Steven Woodworth III.
Seventh Grade: Yandel
Gomez.
Eighth Grade: Javian Sierra.

South Wilmington Grade School 
Third Quarter Honor Roll

High Honor Roll
Eighth Grade: Bella Dinelli,
Roman Faletti, Madeline
Simms.
Seventh Grade: Carmela
D’Amico, Landyn Phillips.
Sixth Grade: Cara Boudreau,
Lily Buck.
Fifth Grade: Lyla Cacello,

Lily Eddy, Leah Olson, Grady
Phillips.
Fourth Grade: Kash Kerner,
Maelyssa Lawless, Keaton
Phillips, Sophie Popplewell.

Honor Roll
Eighth Grade: Gavin Bafia,
Brock Enerson.

Seventh Grade: Carlie
Brooks, Tessa Rankovich.
Sixth Grade: Marissa Bafia,
Carson Lawless, Evan Simms.
Fifth Grade: Ellie Marquez,
Ty Tjelle.
Fourth Grade: Rylan Colcla-
sure, Bo Maxard, Nicole Pe-
ters, Ryder Vaughn.

    

    Godley Park District, lo-
cated at 500 S. Kankakee St. in
Godley, will host the following
upcoming events:
Godley Resident Luncheon
    Adults 21+ from the village
of Godley can join for a com-
plimentary luncheon Thursday,
February 17. BINGO starts at
10:00 a.m., with lunch being
served at noon.
    Register by Friday, Febru-
ary 11.

Circle Jam
    Do you play a musical in-
strument and want to join other
musicians for a jam session?
Give Circle Jam a try. This free
program for all ages will be
held at the Rec Hall (next to the
water tower) Saturdays, Febru-
ary 12 and March 12, from
5:00-8:30 p.m.

Sweeties Dance
    The annual Sweeties Dance
for kids in grades first through
eighth is always an exciting
evening, and will be held Sat-
urday, February 12, from 6:30-

9:00 p.m. 
    Kids can dance the night
away, win prizes, socialize, and
have a great time.
    A fee applies per child (paid
at door) and concessions will
be available.
    For security purposes, a par-
ent or guardian must go into the
Community Center after the
dance to pick up their
child/children.

Lunch Out & About
    Join the laughter and fun as
they venture to different area
restaurants, with Honest Abe’s
(Morris) being the destination
Wednesday, February 23. 
    A fee applies for transporta-
tion (lunch is on your own). All
trips depart at 10:30 a.m.
    Register/pay by Wednesday,
February 16.

Taco Bout BINGO
    Family BINGO and taco
night is back Friday, February
18, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
    Join for a night of family
fun and tasty food. Enjoy tacos
as you play BINGO games for
prizes (no cash prizes). They

will play traditional and kid-
friendly BINGO games.
    A fee applies, which in-
cludes tacos, drinks, and prizes.
Children ages five to 12 receive
a discount.
    Pre-registration is required.
No walk-ins. Must register by
Monday, February 14.

Seniors ALIVE!
    Those 55+ are invited to
join for a morning of BINGO
and lunch Tuesday, March 1,
with BINGO starting at 10:30
a.m.
    A fee applies. Register/pay
by Monday, February 21.

Wee Winter Carnival
    Join for some carnival fun
for the little ones (ages two to
five – must be accompanied by
adult) Friday, February 25,
from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
    There will be inflatables,
carnival games, prizes, hot
dogs, popcorn, and much more.
    A fee applies per child
through February 24, with the
price increasing at the door.
Pre-registration is strongly rec-
ommended.

The Chipper Experience in Pontiac February 18
    Award-winning comedian
and magician Chipper Lowell
has been described as an “artis-
tic cyclone of talent and com-
edy”.
    Coming to the Pontiac
Township High School Audito-
rium Friday, February 18, at
7:00 p.m., The Chipper Experi-
ence is a one-man show where
comedy and magic collide.
This performance is part of the
2021/2022 season of the Liv-
ingston County Concert Asso-
ciation (LCCA).
    As a boy, Chipper was liter-
ally born and raised on travel-
ing circuses and large-scale
arena shows with his show
business parents. His father
was a professional clown with
the Ringling Bros. and his
mother performed as an aerial-
ist working high above the
crowds. By age 17, he was cre-
ating his own shows and con-
juring magic routines along the

way. His improv training came
from the critically acclaimed
Groundlings Theater in Los
Angeles. This led to working
the comedy club circuit for
seven years.
    For over 20 years, Chipper
has been bringing his infec-
tiously amusing mayhem to au-
diences around the world at
performing arts centers, cruise

ships, casino showrooms, and
corporate events. Chipper pro-
vides original magic, attempts
pointless juggling stunts, and
pulls a seemingly endless bar-
rage of unusual gadgets from
his prop trunk, during an
evening full of high energy
laughs and amazement.
    Rod Patterson, President of
the LCCA, wants to take this
opportunity to apologize to
anyone who missed their recent
concert due to the error on the
printed flyer. Anyone that
missed that concert may obtain
a free “guest ticket” for use at
upcoming concerts when they
attend the February 18 concert.
    Individual tickets for this
performance will be available
for purchase at the door.
Ticket/membership informa-
tion is available by calling Ruth
Schlosser at 815-844-6394.
High School students from the
area may also attend free by
showing their student ID.

Mazon-Verona-Kinsman 
Middle School Honor Roll

High Honors
(All A’s)

Eighth Grade: Lexie Buis,
Cody Clennon, Madison De-
Grush, Rionah Denato, Jaxson
Finch, Tessa Krull, Lilly
Pfeifer, Izzy Salinas, Lauren

Thomas.
Seventh Grade: Rayce Auk-
land, Aiden Basaraba, Audrey
Claypool, Vivienne Cronkrite,
Pierce Gilbertson, Ethan Has-
selbring, Daniel Isham,
Kendall Jones, Zach Naines,
Hayden Pfeifer, Brant Roe,
Tori Skelton, Gracie Smith,
Payton Turner, Aurora Weber.
Sixth Grade: Breckin Ander-
son, Colton Baudino, Mark
Brookman, Bailey Kruger,
Brooklyn Sheedy, Tucker Yard.
Fifth Grade: Elina Akre,
Blake Claypool, Lorenzo DeO-
livieira, Liam Jones, Marlie
Lissy, Maggie Pfeifer, Braden
Skelton, Kendall Slattery, Ben-
jamin Theobald, Jacob Warn-
ing, Ameliah Weber.

Honor Roll
(A’s and B’s)

Eighth  Grade:  MaryLou
Acosta, Max Baker, Michael
Breisch, Drew Clark, Wyatt
Coop, Vincent Corrado, Chloey
Coyne, Devon Daemicke, Clin-
ton Darling, Evan Eplin, Jay-
den Hesik, Kyler Krull, Rowan

Linder, Ethan Othon, Avery
Phillips, Landyn Ramsey,
Brady Sheedy, Cameron
Shriey, Ruthie Steffes, Mason
Thom.
Seventh Grade: Joey Arnold,
Dane Ferrara, Kaylee Klinker,
Tyler Maretta, Sarai Orozco,
Aaron Phillips, Jennifer
Ramirez, Max Sproull, Wyatt
Vota.
Sixth Grade: Vivianna Bar-
rera, Isac Garcia, Brynlee Hunt,
Addison Kilmer, Marissa Mar-
cellis, Hunter Milton, Cooper
O’Donovan, Hailie Power,
Alex Spear, Morgan Starwalt,
Ximena Valenciano, Kaydynce
Wardlow, Leah Willis.
Fifth Grade: Jolene Arm-
strom, Jaxon Baudino, Kennedi
Bleifield, Jordyn Both, Abby
Brockman, Hayden Colon,
Aiden Davis, Noah Grant, Se-
bastian Hoyt, Casey
Humphrey, Cade Krull, Keigan
Leach, Lily Paputsa, Emberlyn
Paquette, Macayla Petro, Addi-
son Phillips, Lesli Pichardo,
Jacob Pierce, Karla Riddle, Gia
Rush.

Mazon-Verona Kinsman ESD 2C 
Kindergarten Pre-Registration Feb. 17-24
    MVK District 2C will be
holding kindergarten pre-regis-
tration Thursday, February 17,
through Thursday, February 24,
between the updated hours of
3:15 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the
Elementary School office.
    Your child must be five-
years old on or before Septem-
ber 1 of 2022 and reside in the
M a z o n - Ve r o n a - K i n s m a n

School District to be eligible to
attend for the 2022-2023
school year.
    Take your child’s certified
birth certificate and two proofs
of residency. If you are a home-
owner, this could be your prop-
erty tax bill. If you are a renter,
you could take your rental
agreement. Other options are
any utility bill or your voter

registration card with your
name and your correct physical
address on it.
    Physical, dental and vision
forms will be available.
    If you are unable to enroll
your child at this time, call the
Elementary School office at
448-2471 to make other
arrangements.

What’s Going On at
Godley Park District

Queen of Hearts
RAFFLE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DWIGHT VFW POST 2608
506 S. Old Rt. 66 • 815-584-9807

Tickets may be purchased until time of drawing.
Open daily 10:00 a.m.

DRAWING EVERY MONDAY @ 6 p.m.
JACKPOT OVER $7,265

FOOD SPECIALS - MONDAY 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY PIZZA SPECIALS

Dine in or carry out.   4-9 P.M.  BY RADAR

Odell Grade School Second
Quarter Honor Roll, 
Perfect Attendance

Perfect Honors
(Straight A’s)

Fifth Grade: Addison Gall.
Eighth Grade: Mariah Wal-
lis.

High Honors
(3.5-4.0 GPA)

Fifth Grade: Haddie Fear-
man, Michaela Sandoval,
Gavin Vejvoda, Reagan Voss,
Izabella Woods.
Sixth Grade: Xadyn Aull,
Isaac Caudle, Nadia Davis,
Anna Gall, Miley Rexroad.
Seventh Grade: Madalynn
Causer, Abigail Gall, Kylie
Hall, Taylor Henson, Liliana
Joyner, Payton Mercer, Casey
Vejvoda.
Eighth Grade: Kynlee
Brandt, Tyler Drechsel, Madi-
son Franklin, Addison Hall,
Zackary Legner, Max Re-
ichardt, Lainey Rexroad,
Dane Riley, Sophie Riley.

Honors
(3.0-3.5 GPA)

Fifth Grade: Shawn Cassell,
Tinley Henson, Rozilyn
Krause, Faith Reimer, Brook-
lin Trainor.
Sixth Grade: Lily Folkers,
Raymond Kokoska, Hailey
LaVarier.
Seventh Grade: Nevaeh

Billings, Emma Bolen, Emily
LaVarier, Gabriel Reimer,
Sydney Short.
Eighth Grade: Ashlyn Han-
son, Cody Knight, Mackenzie
Makemson, Bryce Wildman.

Perfect Attendance
Preschool: Lucas Carter.
Kindergarten: Paisley Kim-
mell, Regan Russell, Kiaja
Wilhoyt.
First Grade: Xoey Aull,
Connor Patchett, Cole Slagel.
Second Grade: Ayla
Bunting, Hayden Kimmell,
Hayden Mercer, Eva Patchett,
Parker Wildman, Laila Wil-
hoyt.
Third Grade: Isabella Garza,
Isabel Holzhauer, Ezri Mon-
roe, Lily Muir, Joslin Payton,
Rylan Rambo, Tristan Slagel.
Fourth Grade: Trinity Aull,
Cole Bradbury, Emma Mer-
cer, Riley Russell.
Sixth Grade: Hailey
LaVarier, Noah Likes, Miley
Rexroad.
Seventh Grade: Emily
LaVarier, Payton Mercer,
Sydney Short.
Eighth Grade: Ashlyn Han-
son, Dane Riley, Sophie
Riley, Mariah Wallis, Bryce
Wildman.

City/Village        January 31                    January 24
Dwight $3.45                             $3.43
Kankakee $3.45 $3.42
Streator $3.37                             $3.41 
Pontiac $3.03 $3.07
Gardner $3.45 $3.34
Braceville $3.47                             $3.37
Morris $3.47 $3.41
Herscher $3.49 $3.35
Chicago $3.63                             $3.57
Illinois $3.51 $3.45
U.S. $3.37 $3.33
Sources: GasBuddy.com and U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Gasoline price data collected by 
The Paper and brought to you by Steve’s Tire.

Gas Prices For
This Week

Since last Monday, the national average for a gal-
lon of regular gasoline has increased by four cents
to $3.37. According to new data from the Energy
Information Administration (EIA), total domestic
gasoline stocks grew by 1.3 million bbl to 247.9
million bbl last week. On the other hand, gasoline
demand rose slightly from 8.22 million b/d to 8.51
million b/d. The increase still puts gas demand in
a typical range for the winter driving season,
which was 8.8 million b/d in mid-January 2020.
Continued growth in the price of crude oil has
helped to keep pump prices elevated. If crude
prices continue to climb, pump prices will likely
follow suit.

This Week’s Crossword brought to you by
Prairie Creek Public Library

Answers to this week’s puzzle 
can be found onliine at 

thepaper1901.com Thursday.
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Family members of the deceased, please instruct the Funeral
Home to send information to:

The Paper
email:  thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

The Paper welcomes letters to the editor on topics of current
local interest.  All letters must be signed and include your name,
address and phone number.  No letters will be published with
fictitious names or if unsigned.  All letters should be typed or
neatly printed and should not exceed 250 words. Letters are lim-
ited to one every 60 days per household. Political letters will not
run the week prior to an election. 

The Paper reserves the right to edit or reject any or all sub-
mitted items.  Address letters to:  Editor, The Paper, P.O. Box
245, 204 E. Chippewa, Dwight, IL  60420.

We welcome your thoughts.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY - IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

BRAD A BROWN,
Deceased
Case No.: 2021-P-141

CLAIMS NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to you of the death of BRAD A
BROWN who died on October 31st, 2021. At the time of his
death, BRAD A BROWN was a resident of Fairbury, Livingston
County, Illinois. Letters of office were issued on December 17th,
2021, to SHANNON M BROWN, Independent Executor, whose
address is 4 Timber Ridge, Fairbury, IL  61739, and whose attor-
ney is William J. Gerber, of the Law Office of William J. Gerber,
LLC, 201 W. Oak St., Fairbury, IL  61739.
Claims may be filed on or before July 19th, 2022. Any claim not
filed within that period is barred. Claims may be filed in the office
of the Livingston County Circuit Clerk, 110 N. Main St., Pontiac,
IL  61764, or claims may be filed with the Independent Executor,
or both. If filed with the Clerk, claimant must within 10 days mail
or deliver a copy of the claim to the Independent Executor and to
its attorney and file with the Circuit Clerk proof of such mailing
or delivery.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with lim-
ited exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with
an e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional help or have trouble e-filing visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

DATED: 1/12/2022
SHANNON M BROWN, Executor
/s/ William J. Gerber

William J. Gerber, his attorney
Prepared By:
William J. Gerber
Attorney at Law
Law Office of William J. Gerber, LLC
210 West Oak Street
Fairbury, IL  61739
Telephone: 815.692.2224
Facsimile: 815.692.8227
Email: will@Gerberlaw.net
ARDC: 6303375

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF: :
         :
IDA R. HAACKE : No. 2022-PR-8
         Deceased :

CLAIM NOTICE

         NOTICE is given of the death of Ida R. Haacke. Letters of
Office were issued on January 19, 2022 to Roger W. Haacke,
9470 S. Kodat Rd., Dwight, IL  60420 as Independent Executor,
whose attorney of record is Alan M. Schrock, Blakeman &
Schrock, Ltd., 307 West Washington Street, Pontiac, Illinois
61764. The estate will be administered without court supervision
unless under Section 28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4)
any interested person terminates independent administration at
any time by e-filing a Petition to Terminate with the Livingston
County Circuit Clerk, pursuant to instructions found on the Cir-
cuit Clerk’s website.

         Claims against the estate may be e-filed with the Court on
or before the 31st day of August, 2022 or by mailing or delivery
of a notice to the Independent Executor as required by Section
18-3 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/18-1) by the date stated in
this Notice. Any claim not filed on or before said date is barred.
Claims may be e-filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at
the Livingston County Law and Justice Center, 110 North Main
Street, Pontiac, IL  61764, or claims may be filed with the Inde-
pendent Executor or to the attorney for the estate, or both. If e-
filed with the Clerk, the claimant must, within ten (10) days, mail
or deliver a copy of the claim to the Independent Executor and to
the attorney for the estate and e-file with the Clerk proof of such
mailing or delivery.

         Dated this 21st day of January, 2022.

         Roger W. Haacke, Independent Executor of 
         the Estate of Ida R. Haacke, Deceased

Alan M. Schrock
BLAKEMAN & SCHROCK, LTD.
Attorney for Estate
307 West Washington
Pontiac, IL  61764
Telephone: 815-844-6177
ARDC#6180398
Fax: (815)-842-3288
bonnie@sbsltd.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LIVINGSTON COUNTY - PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

QUICKEN LOANS, LLC
PLAINTIFF

vs.

DANIEL CARPENTER A/K/A DANIEL L. CARPENTER;
DEFENDANT

2021CH18

Judge Robert M. Travers

Address: 109 E. Seminole Street  Dwight, IL  60420

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on De-
cember 3, 2021, I, Sheriff of Livingston County, Illinois, will on
February 24, 2022 at the hour of 10:00 AM at the Law & Justice
Center, 110 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL, 61764, or in a place other-
wise designated at the time of sale, County of Livingston, State
of Illinois, sell at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described real estate:

THE EAST HALF OF LOT 11, LOT 10 AND THE WEST HALF
OF LOT 9, ALL IN BLOCK 10 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN,
NOW VILLAGE OF DWIGHT, LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.

COMMON ADDRESS: 109 E. Seminole Street, Dwight, IL  60420

P.I.N.: 05-05-04-456-028

The real estate is improved with a single-family residence.

THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT WAS: $136,903.67

Sale terms: 25% down by certified funds; the balance, by certified
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property
is subject to real estate taxes, special assessments or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without any
representation as to quality or quantity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in “as is” condition. The sale is further sub-
ject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a
Deed to the real estate after Confirmation of the sale. The property
will NOT be open for inspection and Plaintiff makes no represen-
tations as to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the Court file to verify all information.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512, the amounts of any surplus bid
will be held by the sheriff until a party obtains a Court Order for
its distribution, or for 60 days following the date of the entry of
the order confirming sale, at which time, in the absence of an
order directing payment of the surplus, it may be automatically
forfeited to the State without further notice.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit
at the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments and the legal fees required by The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the court file or contact Plaintiff’s at-
torney: Johnson, Blumberg & Associates, LLC, 230 W. Monroe
St., Chicago, IL  60606, telephone 312-541-9710. Please refer to
file number IL 21 8477.

Sheriff of Livingston County, Illinois

Johnson, Blumberg, & Associates, LLC

230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 1125

Chicago, Illinois  60606

Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com

Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-9711

JB&A # IL 21 8477

I3185172

Serving Pontiac, Cullom, Forrest,
Chatsworth and the surrounding areas.

Kathleen J.
Boulch, 82, of Odell,
Illinois and formerly
of Oswego, Illinois,
passed away January
20, 2022 at OSF St.
Joseph’s in Bloom-
ington, Illinois with
her daughters by her
side, as a result of too
much damage due to Covid 19.

She was born in Chicago,
Illinois to Joyce and Fred Rath
(both deceased).

Kathleen had many talents –
crafting, sewing, quilting, bak-
ing and cooking. She retired
from Westell in Oswego sev-
eral years ago.

Kathleen is survived by her
daughters, Beverly (Russ O
Connor) Casey of Oswego, Illi-
nois and Pamela (Don) Gurdak
of Odell, Illinois; grandchil-
dren: Joshua (Sarah) Casey of
Streator; Brittany Casey of
Pontiac, Illinois; Nathanial
Gurdak of Odell; Jordan Casey

of Oswego; great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n :
Damien, Samuel and
Annabelle of Pontiac;
Dakota and Truitt of
Streator; and Athena
of Oswego; a special
niece, Lee Lyn Jerde
of Ottawa; and her
three fur babies:

Spooky, Nellie and Buttercup.
Also surviving are her

brothers: David Rath of La
Crosse, Larry Kessler of
McHenry, and Michael Kessler
of Bristol.

She was preceded in death
by her son, Jeffrey Casey;
brother, Daniel Kessler; and
the father of her children, Perry
Casey.

Kathleen’s wishes were for
no services.

Memorials may be sent to
United Church of Odell, 109
N. Main Street, Odell, Illinois
60460.

Kathleen J. Boulch
DWIGHT – Lois J.

Ely, 91, of Dwight,
Illinois passed away
Monday, January 24,
2022 at Accolade
Healthcare in Pontiac,
Illinois.

Cremation rites
have been accorded.

A graveside serv-
ice will be held at a later date.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight, Illinois is in charge of
the arrangements.

Lois was born August 31,
1930 in Morris, Illinois, the
daughter of Charles and Lena
(Laase) Ely Sr. 

She is survived by five
nieces and nephews: Bruce
(Ann) Konzelman of Glen
Ellyn; Phyllis (Lewis) Koranda
of Morton; Bill (Donna)
Skonetski of Pontiac; Donna
Olsen of Dixon; and Judy
(Burl) Townsend of Dwight;
many great nieces and
nephews; and many great-great
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded by her
parents; five sisters, Elizabeth
Konzelman, Helen Bolte, Lor-

raine Ely, Marge In-
gram, and Barbara
Legner; and two
brothers, William Ely
and Charles Ely Jr.

Lois gradu-
ated from Dwight
Township High
School. She was an
accountant and book-

keeper who retired from Ro-
dosky Accounting in Dwight.

She was a longtime member
of the First Congregational
United Church of Christ, where
she enjoyed serving as a Sun-
day School teacher. She was a
member of several groups at
the Congregational Church. 

She loved her family and
enjoyed spending time at vari-
ous family sporting events and
school activities. She will be
greatly missed.

Memorials  may  be  made
in  Lois’  name  to  the  First
Congregational United Church
of Christ in Dwight.

This obituary can be read
and guestbook signed at:
www.hagermemorial.com

Lois J. Ely
Ivan P. Hartsey Jr.,

age 67, of Dwight
passed away Monday,
January 24, 2022 at
his home in Dwight,
Illinois.

Cremation rites
have been accorded.

Burial will be held
at a later date in
Round Grove Cemetery, rural
Campus.

Memorials in honor of Ivan
may be made to the Livingston
County Humane Society.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Ivan was born March 24,
1954 in Effingham, Illinois, the
son of Ivan P. and Betty (Har-
rington) Hartsey Sr. He mar-
ried Nola Mateska on March
25, 1994 in Galena, Illinois.
She passed away May 16,
2018. 

His mother survives in
Louisville, Illinois. His father
passed away March 11, 1965.

Also surviving are Nola’s
children: Dawn (Joe) Boitnott
of Pontiac; Regina (Ron) Ross
of Pontiac, Illinois; Jack
(Sheila Doran) Gregory Jr. of

Dwight; and Brandon
(Bridget) Stych of
Dwight; sister, Sandy
Byers of Flora, Illi-
nois; brother, Steve
(Linda) Hartsey of
Louisville, Illinois;
grandchildren: Kelly,
Jessica, Tim, Tanner,
and Madison; six

great-grandchildren; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his father, wife, brother-in-
law Randy Byers; and grand-
son, Michael Pokarney.

Ivan graduated North Clay
High School in Louisville, Illi-
nois. He served his country in
the United States Air Force for
seven years, attaining the rank
of Sergeant. After his military
service, he was an over-the-
road truck driver until his re-
tirement.

He was a member of the
Dwight American Legion and
the Dwight VFW. He served on
the Dwight Honor Guard for
many years. He enjoyed watch-
ing Nascar, fishing and taking
care of his dogs.

Condolences may be left at
www.calvertmemorial.com

Ivan P. Hartsey Jr.

Jeffrey W. Patten,
age 60, of Dwight
passed away Monday,
January 24, 2022 at
his home in Dwight,
Illinois.

Visitation was held
from 1 p.m. until the
time of services Fri-
day, January 28, 2022
at Hager Memorial Home.

Funeral services were held
at 3 p.m. that same day, also at
the memorial home. Burial fol-
lowed in McDowell Cemetery,
rural Dwight.

Memorials in honor of Jef-
frey may be made to McDow-
ell Cemetery or the charity of
the donor’s choice.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Jeffrey was born July 20,
1961 in Pontiac, Illinois, the

son of James W. and
Janice A. (Badders)
Patten. His mother
passed away April 22,
1994. His father,
James, survives with
his wife, Joyce E. Pat-
ten, in Dwight.
Also surviving are
brother, James  A.

“Jay”  Patten of Dwight; sister,
Cheryl (Larry) Grosenbach of
Granville, Illinois; many aunts
and uncles.

He was preceded in death
by his mother, and grandpar-
ents, D.R. and Ella Badders
and Irwin and Gladys Patten.

He was a member of the
First Congregational Church of
Christ in Dwight. Jeffrey was
mechanically inclined and
loved to tinker in his garage.

Condolences may be left at
www.calvertmemorial.com

Jeffrey W. Patten
Barbara Kay Mc-

Clelland, age 63, of
Campus passed away
Wednesday, January
26, 2022 at her home
in Campus, Illinois.

Visitation will be
held from 10 a.m. until
the time of services on
Friday, February 4,
2022 at Hager Memorial
Home.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. that same day,
also at the memorial home.

According to Barbara’s
wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

Memorials in honor of Bar-
bara may be made to a charity
of the donor’s choice.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Barbara was born October
9, 1958 in Pontiac, Illinois,  the
daughter of Richard E. and
Betty (Harrawood) Lee. Her

mother survives in
Aurora, Illinois.

Also surviv-
ing are children: Bar-
bara L. Hand of
Wilmington, Illinois;
Rachel (Matt) Colby
of Flanagan; sister
and brothers: Kathy
(George) Persak of

Essex, Illinois; Rick Lee of
Florida; Raymond Lee of Au-
rora; grandchildren: Zander,
Lorelai.

She was preceded in death
by her father, and grandmother,
Ethel Lee, formerly of Red-
dick.

She enjoyed making home-
made cards for friends and
family. She also enjoyed
sewing, tending to her flowers,
and making arts and crafts. She
will be remembered by her
loved ones for always being
loving and helpful.

Condolences may be left at
www.calvertmemorial.com

Barbara Kay McClelland
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with
Boma
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This past weekend, I visited a rather large metropolitan
area that I’ve never previously been to. So, it's time for
a city review. 
Over the weekend, I spent time in Houston and San An-
tonio – but San Antonio was the place of new adventure
on this trip. The visit was predicated around attending
a Bulls - Spurs game, but it also involved the general
viewing of the downtown area of San Antonio. 
Initially, I thought San Antonio was a place where there
were more cows than there were people, (that actually
might still be true, I did not fact-check), but upon visit-
ing and fact-checking, it turns out San Antonio is a
rather large city, having a population of around 1.5 mil-
lion people. 
The arena in which the Spurs play is the AT&T Center
and it was a pretty cool set-up. The outside reminded
me of where the Colts play. Just a big warehouse-type-
looking-building. The seats and some things on the in-
side could probably use an upgrade, but all-in-all it was
a very pleasant NBA viewing experience. 
The next part of San Antonio was the downtown area,
which includes a riverwalk and The Alamo. A well-done
riverwalk is about as good of a city attraction as you
can have, in my humble opinion. San Antonio’s is very
well done and what they’ve built around it, which is a
large plethora of places to eat, grab a drink or shop, is
really well done. 
They’ve also built it up in a way that doesn’t really mod-
ernize or detract too much from the fact that The
Alamo is also right smack in the middle of their down-
town. I think it’s a really tough thing to balance having
something historical (nearly 200-years old now) and
intertwining that with a fun and lively downtown at-
mosphere. From my brief stint here, San Antonio does
that very well. 
I wasn’t sure what to expect, exactly, but I walked away
from the visit pleasantly surprised (minus the Bulls
loss) and would implore anyone thinking of visiting to
add it to the road trip. 
Yeehaw. 

San Antonio

205 
L iber ty  St . ,  
Gardner,  I L

815-237-2526
www.ReevesFuneral .com

100 N. Franklin, Dwight • 815-584-1146
www.grieffsmonuments.com

Personalized Monuments
with Many Designs and Colors to Choose From

Personalized Gift Items
Perfect for every occasion!

Also Specializing in...
Trophies, Boulder Engraving, Plaques

Grieff’s Precious Monuments 
& Laser Etchings

Carol Ann Coulter,
age 75, of Dwight
passed away Thurs-
day, January 27, 2022
at her home in
Dwight, Illinois.

Visitation was held
from 4 p.m. until 7
p.m., Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1, 2022 at Hager
Memorial Home.

Additional visitation will be
held one hour preceding the
services on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 2, 2022.

Funeral services will be
held at 11 a.m. that same day,
Wednesday, at the Memorial
Home.

The family requests masks
be worn if attending the visita-
tion or services.

According to Carol’s
wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

Memorials in honor of
Carol may be made to the Liv-
ingston County Humane Soci-
ety or the Dwight Township
High School Drama Depart-
ment.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Carol was born July 9, 1946
in Peru, Illinois, the daughter
of Walter and Pearl (Baker)
Coulter.

She is survived by her sister,

Julienne Coulter of
Dwight; many
cousins; two kittens,
Simon and Barney;
and she leaves behind
many caring students
and friends whose
lives she touched
over the years.

She gradu-
ated from LaSalle-Peru High
School, class of 1964. She then
attended ISU in Bloomington,
Illinois, where she graduated
with a Bachelor’s degree in
1968. Then she returned to ISU
to gain her Masters degree in
1977. She taught at Dixon
High School briefly before
moving to teach in Dwight,
Illinois. She was a teacher in
Dwight for 34 years until she
retired in 2004.

She was a member of Liv-
ingston County Retired Teach-
ers, longtime member of the
Goodman Theater and the Art
Institute, lifetime member of
the NEA National Education
Association.

Carol loved to garden, play
cards, read, travel, attend the
theater and shopping. She will
be remembered as a favorite of
many of her students and
beloved to all who knew her.

Condolences may be left at
www.calvertmemorial.com

Carol Ann Coulter

Marlene Nelson,
age 84, of Herscher
and formerly of
Dwight, passed away
Friday, January 28,
2022 at Heritage
Health Care and
Rehab in Dwight,
Illinois.

Graveside serv-
ices were held at 10 a.m., Tues-
day, February 1, 2022 in Mt.
Olivet Cemetery, Dwight, Illi-
nois.

Memorials in honor of Mar-
lene may be made to a charity
of the donor’s choice.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Marlene was born June 4,
1937 in Sinclair, Maine, the
daughter of Paul and Anna
(Michaud) Chamberlain. She
married Gary Nelson on No-
vember 28, 1958 in Sinclair,
Maine. He survives in Her-
scher, Illinois.

Also surviving are children:
Michael (Janie Sendra) Nelson
of Glasgow, Kentucky; Lisa
(Troy) Koehler of Reddick,

Illinois; Mark (Rose)
Nelson of San Fran-
cisco, California;
niece, Jackie Baller
of Joliet, Illinois;
grandchildren: Cas-
sandra (Mason), and
Jacob (Aaron); great-
grandchildren: Jax-
son, Ethan, Gavin,

Lucas, Zane and Chase; and a
special friend, Crystal Nelson.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; two brothers;
five sisters; and daughter, Julia
Lynn Nelson.

Marlene loved to crochet,
sew and all manner of hand-
crafts; boating in Michigan;
and spending time with family
especially her grandchildren.
She also enjoyed entomology
and being a part of forest fire
prevention, in Maine.

She ran the Blackstone
movie theater and the fabric
center at Kaiser’s Dime Store
in Dwight. Marlene will be
fondly remembered and sadly
missed by her loved ones.

Condolences may be left at:
www.calvertmemorial.com

Marlene Nelson

Lawrence D.
“Larry” Salzburg, age
63, of Dwight passed
away Wednesday,
January 26, 2022 at
his home in Dwight,
Illinois.

On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2022 in St.
Patrick Catholic
Church in Dwight, Illinois, a
visitation will be held from 9
a.m. until the time of services.

A Memorial Mass will be
held at 11 a.m. that same day,
also in the Church.

Burial will follow the serv-
ices in McDowell Cemetery.

According to Larry’s
wishes, cremation rites have
been accorded.

Memorials in honor of
Larry may be made to the
American Heart Association
and the Livingston County Hu-
mane Society.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Larry was born April 7,
1958 in Chicago, Illinois, the
son of Donald A. and Geral-
dine (Broza) Salzburg.

He is survived by wife,
Betty Salzburg; mother, Geral-
dine Salzburg; brothers: Eric

Salzburg, Steven
(Lisa) Salzburg, and
Donald Salzburg; sis-
ter, Suzanne Stadel;
nieces:  Hannah (Jor-
dan) Wind, Stephanie
Salzburg, Kate
Stadel, and Jillian
Stadel. He had a spe-
cial place in his heart

for his five step-sons.
He was preceded in death

by his father; first wife, Patricia
Jenkins-Buck; his fiance, Re-
becca Lane-Telford; and
brother - in - law,    Jeff Stadel.

Larry was a skilled crafts-
man working for Heat and
Frost Insulators Local 17 for 37
years until his retirement in
2013. He was born and raised
Catholic, believed in God, and
he tried to live his life as a
good Christian. He was a lov-
ing son, brother, husband and
friend.

Larry enjoyed camping,
cooking, and baking. He also
enjoyed his annual Polar Bear
Camp Out with his good
friends and brothers. He was an
avid animal lover and if you
needed his help, he was always
there.

Condolences may be left at
www.calvertmemorial.com

Lawrence D. ‘Larry’ Salzburg

Darlene M.
“Doll” Biniak, age
85, of Coal City, Illi-
nois (Central City)
and formerly of
Chicago, died Satur-
day afternoon, Janu-
ary 22, 2022 at Rock
Run Place in Joliet,
Illinois.

Born April 5, 1936 in
Chicago, Darlene was a daugh-
ter of Edward and Margaret
(Vraney) Vesley. She was
raised and educated in
Chicago, and on October 1,
1955, Darlene married John
“Beans” Biniak in Good Shep-
herd Catholic Church in
Chicago.

She was a dedicated home-
maker and wonderful seam-
stress. Following Beans’
retirement, together, Doll and
Beans made their new home in
Central City. She was an active
member of Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Coal City,
and in recent years became in-
volved with The Marthas.

She and Beans were origi-
nal members of the Wilming-
ton Recreation Club, and the
family served on the board of
directors for many years. Dar-
lene loved to snowmobile, as
well as fish, and her love of
fishing was evident throughout
her entire married life begin-
ning with her honeymoon in
Canada, to planning countless
fishing trips over decades with
family and friends.

She loved to cook, and in
recent years took great pride in
sharing her recipes and skills in
the kitchen with her grandchil-
dren.

Darlene was a dedicated
wife, loving mom and devoted
grandma who will be remem-
bered for always having the
ability to make people laugh.
Her legacy will forever live on
in those who knew and loved
her.

Survivors include two sons,

Edward (Kerry)
Biniak and Daniel
(Cheryl) Biniak; nine
grandchildren: Kristin
(Bryan) Barrett, Alicia
Bare, Ryan (Kelly)
Biniak, Matthew
(Kacie) Biniak, Jes-
sica Biniak, Jamie
(Jay) Jaskiewicz, Joe

(Anny)  Biniak, Michael
Biniak, Adam Biniak; and six
great-grandchildren: Luke,
Erin, Evan, Emma, Hannah
and Hailey.

Darlene was preceded in
death by her parents; husband
John (2015); son, Raymond
Biniak (2008); daughter,
Cheryl Bare (2016); and one
brother, Wayne Vesely.

The family received friends
for a visitation at Reeves Fu-
neral Home, Coal City, on
Thursday, January 27, 2022
from 3:00 until 8:00 p.m.

Funeral services followed
Friday morning, January 28, at
10:00 a.m. in Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Roman Catholic Church, Coal
City. A Mass of Christian Bur-
ial was celebrated by Rev.
Jason Stone, assisted by Dea-
con William Dunn.

Burial:  Braceville-Gardner
Cemetery, where Darlene was
laid to rest with her late hus-
band, John. Serving as pall-
bearers:  Ryan Biniak,
Matthew Biniak, Joe Biniak,
Michael Biniak, Adam Biniak,
and Jay Jaskiewicz.

Preferred memorials may be
made as gifts in Darlene’s
memory to Lightways Hos-
pice, 250 Water Stone Circle,
Joliet, Illinois 60431.

Family and friends are en-
couraged to sign the guest-
book, upload photographs, and
share Darlene’s memorial page
online through social media.

Funeral services and
arrangements have been made
under the direction and care of
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in
Coal City. (815-634-2125)

Darlene M. Biniak

Richard Clinton “Steve”
Stevens, age 76, of Odell
passed away Wednesday, Janu-
ary 5, 2022 at Rush University
Medical Center in Chicago,
Illinois.

A private burial was held in
Southside Cemetery, Pontiac,
Illinois.

Memorials in honor of
Steve may be made to the
Samaritans Purse.

Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Steve was born April 4,
1945 in Laconia, NH, the son
of Clinton Oaks and Dorothy
(DeCelles) Stevens. He mar-

ried Christa Ann Hecht on July
11, 1970 in California. She sur-
vives in Odell, Illinois.

Also surviving are Amy
(Frank) Lasser of Dwight;
brother, Paul (Jean) Stevens of
Virginia; sister, Rosemary
(Larry) Drake of NH Laconia,
Maggie DeCoster of Mt. Pleas-
ant, South Carolina; and grand-
children, Asa Mackenzie,
Frank, Dorothy.

He was preceded in death
by his parents and sister, Marie
Marceau.

Steve served his country in
the United States Air Force.

Condolences may be left at
www.calvertmemorial.com

Richard ‘Steve’ Stevens

Several months ago The
Paper announced the estab-
lishment of an industrial site
northeast of Dwight that is
ready for developers. It is
called Megasite 55. 

The Dwight Village
Coun-cil has approved an-
nexation and rezoning of the
property which abuts a
unique intersection of two
Class 1 (large) railroad lines,
the Norfolk Southern and
Union Pacific.

The railroads offer East-
West and North-South rail
connections to all major At-
lantic, Pacific, and Gulf
Coast ports, and service to
Canada and Mexico.

Easy access to these two
railroads is a big deal. It
makes Dwight Megasite 55
one of only two large-scale
project-ready greenfield
sites in the entire United
States. And it’s ready to go.
Locating an industry in
Megasite 55 could be fast
and efficient (profitable) for
the right company(s). 

It is also only five min-
utes from Interstate 55.

The site is available to
both large and mid-sized in-
dustries. Land ac-
quisition on the site is being
managed by the Greater Liv-
ingston County Economic
Development Council,
which controls a 365 acre
parcel with an option to pur-
chase.  

The GLCEDC hired
Jones Lang LaSalle, a global
commercial real estate serv-
ices company, for a com-
plete site assessment. That
assessment, including exten-
sive maps,  is available in a
40-page summary on the In-
ternet that  was completed in
July of 2020. Anyone inter-
ested may look it up and be
briefed on the many aspects
of their comprehensive study.

Dwight Megasite 55
ranked well in comparison
with other benchmark meg-
asites in the Jones Lang
LaSalle assessment, with its
location and readiness being
outstanding features.

Adam Dontz, GLCEDC
Chief Excutive Officer, is
not at liberty to speak about
any inquiries that have been
received, but stated that Col-
liers International, a
commercial and residential
services real estate com-
pany, has been employed to
intensify the marketing of
property in the Megasite.

Dontz can be reached at
GLCEDC by calling 815-
842-2900.

The pandemic has caused
many companies to double-
clutch their future plans for
growth. Dwight Megasite 55
may well offer assistance
with  some of their endeav-
ors.                 

— Tom Tock     

commentary

Megasite Awaits
Developers

Walk-In COVID-19 Vaccine
Clinic in Morris February 10
    Grundy County Health De-
partment (GCHD) will host a
walk-in COVID-19 vaccine
clinic Thursday, February 10,
from 2:00-7:00 p.m., at The
Wesley Center, 111 W. North
Street in Morris, for residents
age five and older.
    No appointment is needed.
    All three vaccines will be
available as supplies last. Initial
doses and boosters available
per current CDC recommenda-
tions. Unless obtaining a first
dose, record of previous doses

administered must be pre-
sented. To request free trans-
portation through the Morris
Hospital Patient Transportation
Service, call 815-705-7250. A
minimum of 72 hours advance
notice is requested for rides.

    Local pharmacies continue
to have pediatric and adult vac-
cine available, and residents
may consider visiting clinics in
neighboring counties as clinics
are intended to be available for
any Illinois resident.

The Paper is free
- its value unlimited.

Mobile Pantry in 
Dwight, Odell Monthly

    St. Nicholas Mobile Pantry,
a ministry of Catholic Chari-
ties, serves those in need in the
Diocese of Peoria. The van
stops in Dwight, in the parking
lot of St. Patrick Church, and
Odell, in the St. Paul Church
parking lot, on the second
Thursday afternoon of each
month.
    This month, the date is
Thursday, February 10.
    Individuals are given items
such as blankets, socks, clean-
ing products, personal hygiene

products, and baby products.
These items may change
monthly depending on needs
and what is donated.
    You must fill out an applica-
tion in order to utilize this
monthly service. You can do so
at cdop.org/catholic-charities.
Click on Region 3 and then the
Link button.

    If you need assistance, con-
tact the Diocese at 309-671-
1550 and ask for Catholic
Charities.
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NOTICE
Livingston County and Township
blacktop gravel and crushed stone
roads will be patrolled 24 hours a day
when load limit signs are in place un-
less otherwise stated on the County
website for County Highways only.
Please visit www.livingstoncounty-
il.org under the Highway Depart-
ment and select the Spring Posting
Status – for current update.

By Order of:
Livingston County Highway 
Department and Township 
Highway Commissioners

(continued from page 1)

had to start from square one
with dribbling and passing.
They already had the basic
skills by the time they got to
me.”

Stevenson also has a lot of
appreciation for seventh-grade
coaches and his assistants. Jim
Myers, Jeremy Connor (on his
way up to his present role as
the varsity coach), Dale Vigna,
Joey Briner (assistant for seven
years), and Tom Conroy, who is
the current seventh-grade
coach.

The long-time coach had

three kids with his wife
Melinda Stevenson in Josh,
Joey, and Alesha (Dawson).

As they came through the
school, Stevenson tried to stay
away from coaching his chil-
dren as much as possible so
there weren't any issues with
playing time for the coach's
kid.

He viewed each kid as an in-
dividual and treated them as
such in practice, on the bus, at
a game, and off the court.

“I think at eighth grade,
some kids need to be pulled
along and some need to be
pushed. Some kids, you just
want to lay low and make sure
you don't ruffle feathers,”
Stevenson said. “I don't want to
yell, but one kid may need a lit-
tle push in the behind. Once
you're around kids for a while,
hopefully, you start to under-
stand what they need to make
the best for them. I always tell
them, 'If I raise my voice, it's to
get your attention. It's not to
yell at you.'

“I think knowing them as in-
dividuals is key. If you gener-
alize them and just try to put
them in a system at that age, it
won't work. Kids are different
than the next. You try to treat
them with respect and try to

figure out how to get the best
from each player.”

This year's eighth-grade
Redbirds played in a Kankakee
Bishop McNamara regional
semifinal Tuesday (after print)
with a chance to play in the re-
gional final at 4:30 p.m. Thurs-
day.

Stevenson has been happy
with this squad as they won its
first Livingston County Tour-
nament, went undefeated in the
regular season, and finished
second in the conference tour-
nament.

“This year, our group is fast-
paced. In past seasons, we've
tried to show them how to run
the fast break, where to go, and
what to do,” Stevenson said.
“This year, I let them go be-
cause they do it well enough on
their own. They've played to-
gether for so long, I'm not
going to correct something that
works.

“When we get a rebound,
the other team better get back
on defense or we're going to get
a layup. It gets to the point, the
opponent isn't worried about
making the shot, but if it misses
they have to get back. That
helps our rebounding, too.”

Another aspect of the coach-
ing gig he enjoyed was he
never quit learning.

From Day 1 in 1996 to the
last game of this season in
2022, he was always forced to
adapt, suck in knowledge, and
portray it to his squad.

“You're always learning as a
coach. After 25 years, if you
think you have it figured out,
you don't,” Stevenson said.
“There is always more.”

Brandon LaChance is a journalist with
The Paper. He can be reached at (815)
876-7941, blachance20@gmail.com,
or on Twitter @LaChanceWriter.

One Last Postseason - - -

Livingston County’s #1 Family Entertainment Center
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410 E. Mazon, Dwight
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Name added to the hat
Ryan Bohm begins campaign
for Livingston County Sheriff

(continued from page 1)
I spoke to some trusted friends
and people involved in law en-
forcement, and I had some
strong support. In March, I will
be on the job for 19 years, so a
lot of these people I've been
working with for the bulk of
my life. They know me and my
philosophies. The support that
they gave me was incredible
and decided if the opportunity
presented itself, I was going to
run for sheriff.”

Of course, there is a resume
to speak of as Bohm has been
in a few different departments
over the last 19 years.

Through his tenure, he's un-
derstood why he loves what he
does and why he is running for
a promotion to put him in a po-
sition to do more.

“I've been here forever. I
was born in Pontiac. I've lived
in the county all but two
months of my life. All my
friends are here. All of my fam-
ily is here,” Bohm said. “I've
worked in the small towns. I
care about the people in our
community. I care about our
schools. I went to school here.
I care about every bit of this
area.

“I want to do the best that I
can to make sure Livingston
County and the people who live
here are taken care of and pro-
tected. I think I can make some
positive changes. I think Chil-
dress has done a great job. I
don't want to reinvent the
wheel, but I may do some
things differently.”

Bohm is engaged to Sarah
Cook – they met at the Liv-
ingston County Sheriff Depart-
ment when Sarah was the
secretary and she is now the

dispatch supervisor for VCOM
– and they have two children in
Gage (25, Bohm's from a pre-
vious relationship) and
KeelyAnn (20, Sarah's from a
previous relationship).

They have supported him
from the beginning.

“My brother Robin (Rob-
bie) got a job with the Pontiac
Police Department. They have
a program where you can ride
along with the police. It’s a neat
program,” Bohm said. “You
can see what’s going on. My
main reason for doing it was to
spend some time with my
brother. We’re riding along and
I’m seeing what he does and
how things go.

“I thought, ‘This is great. I
could really get into this.’ I had
been a volunteer with the Cor-
nell Fire Department for some
time. I really loved doing that.
As I was watching what my
brother does for work, it was
just an extension of what I was
doing at the fire department. He
and I spoke and shortly there-
after the sheriff’s department
had a testing cycle. He con-
vinced me to test. I said, ‘They
would never hire me.’ I don’t
have a college education. I
couldn’t believe it when they
hired me in 2003. I was very
fortunate.”

The new hire attended po-
lice training classes at the Uni-
versity of Illinois for three
months and then was in a field
training program in which he
rode with other officers in a
shadowing role.

When training ended, Bohm
was assigned to Odell and was
there for three years.

“I got to know the people in
town. I really enjoyed those
small-town contracts. You’re
there 40 hours a week. You’re
literally the town officer, so
you get to know the people
who live in town,” Bohm said.
“I went to all of the village
board meetings. I’d sit and wait
my turn to talk and then I’d tell
the board what I’d done over
the last month. If people were
speeding on Prairie Street, I’d
spend time on Prairie Street
and make a few traffic stops.

“Then I’d ask the board
what they wanted me to do next
month. Someone would men-
tion a stop sign on Wabash was
being blown. I’d answer,
‘Great, I’ll keep an eye on it.’ I
learned working with the vil-
lage board is great. The village
is happy. The citizens are
happy. And there are fewer
problems when everybody is
happy.

“I learned a lot in Odell
working so closely with the
community and the board. I’ve
kind of carried all of those les-
sons I’ve learned there with
me. The village mayor, Brian
Mills, is actually sitting on my
campaign committee.”

Bohm loved being involved
with the community as he
would attend basketball games
at the grade school and go to

gas stations around closing
time to make sure everything
was OK.

In the mid-2000s, Liv-
ingston County formed the
Proactive Unit and Bohm
jumped aboard within its first
two years.

“We were having some gang
problems arising and drug
problems are ever-present, so
they were looking for a way to
slow those down. I don't know
if we'll ever stop them, but at
least try to curb them. The unit
came together and after a year
or two of it running, I was of-
fered a position on it. I took a
place on the unit.

“At that time, the unit was
uniformed, very overt, and
when we came to town every-
body knew we were in town.
We didn't try to hide. We were
very in your face about every-
thing we were doing. It defi-
nitely curbed some of the gang
problems we had and it put a
dent in the drug problems. I
was on the unit for two years
before I went back to patrol.”

After two years on patrol,
Bohm became a detective and
stayed in the detective unit for
seven years.

“I really loved detective
work; it was amazing. I love
the puzzle and the challenge,”
Bohm said. “The last two years
that I was in the detective sec-
tion, I was able to get on the
Illinois attorney general's office
Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force. The task force
focused on child pornography,
child exploitation, and child so-
licitation.

“It started off slowly and I'd
have one case a month. It
ended up very busy in a short
period of time. As soon as they
realized I'd work cases, they
were throwing a couple of
cases at me a day. It was amaz-
ing work. When you pull a car
over and someone is speeding,
there isn't a victim at that point,
someone is just speeding.
When you're dealing with a
child that's being exploited, you
have a real victim. That child is
somewhere. I took it very per-
sonally and I wanted to find
those kids. Nothing feels better
than putting one of those guys
in prison. It was the most satis-
fying work I've done my whole
career.”

Although he loved the work
and the satisfaction of catching
criminals who belong behind
bars, it became overwhelming
to the point cases were on his
mind all of the time and he
couldn't phase them out when
not on the clock.

In 2017, Childress and
Bohm had a conversation re-
sulting in Bohm moving back
to patrol in which he has been
all over the county instead of
stationed in one town.

Now, with his resume span-
ning two decades of different
departments and important du-
ties, he's ready to become the
lead man of Livingston County.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star
of the Sea, help me and show me herein you are my Mother, Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my
heart to succor me in this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power.
Oh, show me herein you are my Mother, Oh, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse in thee. (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your hands.
(3x). 

Holy Spirit, You who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can attain my goal.
You who give me the divine gift to forgive and forget all evil against me and that in
all instances of my life You are with me. I want in this short prayer to Thank You for
all things aa you confirm once again, that I never want to be separated from You in
eternal glory. Thank You for your mercy toward me and mine.

The Person must say this prayer 3 consecutive days. After 3 days the request will
be granted. This prayer must be published after the favor is granted.

R.M.

Tech-Ni-Kolor AutoCrafters, Inc.
105 Watters Drive • Dwight

815-584-2588 • 815-584-2584

Nate Bissey          

“Like us on Facebook”

Shop This Week’s Inserts:
ALDI  •  Blain’s Farm & Fleet

Some inserts not available in total market area.
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SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS
SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS

From the wipers to the tires, 
and everything in between, See Us for ALL 

your Automotive Needs!

Route 66 
Tire & Auto

Firestone Farm Tires • Cooper Tires 
815-584-3054

RAFFLE

As Always ~ Serving Lunch Every Day 
Dinner: Wed., Fri. and Sat. Nights

Dwight Country Club • 815-584-9825

Prize Pool $11,200
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

NEW RULE: Winner need not be present 
to win 70% of  pot or 50/50 Raffle.

Food available with limited seating and capacity. Casual Dress.

Drawing Every Thursday at 7 p.m.

Monday, January 24
Odell vs. St. Anne
7th Grade -
Regional
    The seventh grade Rams
from Odell celebrated their re-
gional win on January 24, beat-
ing St. Anne, definitively,
44-10.
    The Rams, 19-5 following
the victory, move on to play in
the sectional game at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 2, which
will be hosted in Odell.

Odell Rams
Beat 

St. Anne 
to Win Regional

Seventh Grade Redbirds Win Regional Championship
Monday, January 24
Dwight vs. Milford
7th Grade - 
Regional
    Dwight rolled past Milford
38-6 in regional semifinal play
January 24.
    “We were not sharp at all,”
admitted Coach Conroy after
the game. “We hadn’t prac-
ticed or played in almost a
week. We will need to play
better to beat Gardner for the
regional title.”
    Colin Bachand went off for
28 points, 10 steals, three

boards, and two assists. Trevor
Jensen added four points,
seven rebounds, four swipes,
and two assists. Matt Watchin-
ski (6 rebounds, 2 steals),
Blake Thetard (1 steal), and
Carson Sandeno (1 steal)
scored two points each.
Bradley Thompson supplied
three steals and dished one as-
sist, with Evan Olson grabbing
five boards. Kayden Wood
added one steal.

Tuesday, January 25
Dwight vs. GSWB

7th Grade - 
Regional
    In the regional champi-
onship between rivals Dwight
and Gardner-South Wilming-
ton-Braceville January 25, the
Redbirds won big, 41-17, to
move on to the sectional round.
    “Our defense was the dif-
ference,” stated Redbird head
coach Tom Conroy. “We came
out in the third quarter and put
the game away. Everyone
played well.”
    Colin Bachand was once
again the man, compiling 25

points, 10 steals, four re-
bounds, and three assists.
Blake Thetard followed with
six points, one rebound, and
one assist, with Trevor Jensen
putting up four points, four
swipes, three boards, and two
assists. Carson Sandeno (1 as-
sist) and Bradley Thompson (2
rebounds) scored three points
each. Matt Watchinski had
four rebounds and two steals,
while Kayden Wood and Evan
Olson snagged three boards
each. Honore Mzwizarwa
grabbed one rebound.

Tuesday, January 25
Dwight vs. Marquette
TCC Tournament
    In a TCC Tourney match-up
with Marquette January 25, the
Dwight Trojans took a 62-46
loss.
    “We didn’t play our best
game tonight,” stated head
coach Jeremy Connor. “Mar-
quette played very hard and it
showed.”
    Wyatt Thompson scored a
team-high 24 points, followed
by 13 and seven, respectively,
from Jeremy Kapper and Con-
ner Telford. Gavin Wykes pro-
vided two points.

Thursday, January 27
Dwight vs. 
Henry Senachwine
TCC Tournament
    The Trojans were back in
Granville taking on Henry
Senachwine in the Tri-County
Conference Tournament, and
picked up a 66-50 victory.
    “We played some of our
best defense of the year,”
Coach Connor said after the
game. “We really played well
as a team tonight.”
    Dwight’s Wyatt Thompson
went off for 33 points, includ-
ing five three-pointers and a
perfect 2-2 from the line. Je-

remy Kapper added 14 points
(2-2 FT), while Gavin Wykes
(1 3-pointer, 2-2 FT) and Lan-
don Brown (2 3-pointers) put
up seven and six points, respec-
tively. Dawson Carr had four
points (1 3-pointer, 1-2 FT),
with Conner Telford knocking
down two free throws.

Friday, January 28
Dwight vs. Roanoke-Benson
TCC Tournament
    In the consolation champi-
onship of the Tri-County Tour-
ney January 28, Dwight
defeated Roanoke-Benson 62-
50.
    “We played another great
three quarters,” stated Coach
Connor. “Still trying to put that
fourth together. Had a lot of
contributors tonight. Still play-
ing good team ball.”
    Conner Telford’s 20 points
led the Trojans, with Wyatt
Thompson and Jeremy Kapper
each adding 12 points. Gavin
Wykes scored eight points, fol-
lowed by five from Landon
Brown. Kaleb Duden and
Dawson Carr scored three and
two points, respectively.
    Dwight is now 11-10 overall
and hold a 2-2 conference
record.

DTHS TROJANS BASKETBALL

Tuesday, January 25
Tri-Point vs. Flanagan
    The Tri-Point Chargers fell
on the road to Flanagan, 81-68,
in basketball action January 25.
    Bobby Mogged led T-P with
31 points, with Connor Carde-
nas chipping in with 14 points.
    The Falcons had five play-
ers in double-figures in the
scoring column.
Friday, January 28
Tri-Point vs. 
Armstrong-Potomac
    On January 28, Tri-Point
picked up a big home win over
Armstrong-Potomac, 85-46, in
which Bobby Mogged became
a member of the 1,000-Point
Club at Tri-Point High School.
    “It was a great night at the
Point,” exclaimed Coach Justin
Cox.
    Mogged scored a game-high
23 points, going 1-2 from the
free throw line. Dominic Car-
rera put in 18 points, knocking
down two three-pointers. Con-

nor Cardenas hit four threes, en
route to a 16-point showing,
while Ayden McNeill added 13
points (1-4 FT). Frankie Bar-
riga (1 3-pointer) and Brendan
Likes (2 3-pointers) scored
seven and six points, respec-
tively. Jose Amador provided a
first-quarter bucket.
    In addition to the Charger
victory, T-P also celebrated the
retirement of Kim “Milo”
Miller”, who has operated the
clock and scorebook on the
road for 32 years (16 with
Coach Cox).
    “Milo has impacted a lot of
the young men and women that
he’s been around over the
years,” Cox said, “and he will
be greatly missed. I know, per-
sonally, how much I will miss
him being with me, but like he
said, ‘all good things must
come to an end.’ Thank you,
Milo!”
    The JV Chargers fell to A-
P, 50-45.

TRI-POINT CHARGERS BASKETBALL

Monday, January 24
GSW vs. Tri-Point
    In a meeting with Tri-Point
January 24, Gardner-South
Wilmington lost a heart-
breaker, 69-68, as the Chargers
came from behind to win it –
but not without some drama.
    “I hate to blame games on
officials,” said GSW head
coach Allan Wills, “but they
were a big part of the game
tonight. We still needed to do a
better job of some shot selec-
tions and taking care of the
ball, but unfortunately the bet-
ter team did not win tonight.”
    Cale Halpin led with 26
points and two steals. Bennett
Grant came up with 16 points
and five boards, while Gabe
McHugh had 10 points and 11
rebounds. Garrett Grant added
10 points and three boards.

Wednesday, January 26
GSW vs. Herscher
    The GSW Panthers fell to 6-
19 overall (2-8 in conference)
following a 64-47 loss to Her-
scher January 26.
    Cale Halpin had 23 points
and four steals to lead the Pan-
thers. Bennett Grant (3 re-
bounds) and Gabe McHugh (5
assists, 3 rebounds) added nine
and six points, respectively.
Brody Fatlan, Dane Halpin,
and Keith Page rounded out the

scoring with three points each.
    Gardner-South Wilmington
is on the road taking on Grace
Christian Academy Friday,
February 4.

GSW PANTHERS BASKETBALL
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Workshop, Toy Storage, Farm, Commercial, & Shouse

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Workshop, Toy Storage, Farm, Commercial, & Shouse

Featuring:

Custom Designed & Built to Last

• Virtual Planning with 
Floor Planner

• Explore building designs 
from simple to spectacular

Get Started at ClearyBuilding.com

Sandwich, IL
815-786-9592
104.002640

301 SOUTH LADD ST.
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764

815-844-3138 WWW.FRAHERAUTOS.COM

TRUCKS

’20 F150 Crew XLT, 8K, 4WD……………..……….$46,900

’20 Sierra 1500 SLT, 26K, 4WD………….………$53,900

’20 F150 Crew Lariat, 9K, 4WD…………..……….$53,900

’19 F150 S/C, 25K, 4WD………………………….$39,900

’19 Colorado Crew Z71, 46K, 4WD……………….$35,900

’19 F250 Crew Lariat, 47K, 4WD, 4” Lift………….$58,900

’18 F150 Crew XLT, 45K, 4WD………………….…$37,900

’18 F150 Crew XLT, 56K, 4WD………………….…$36,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 63K, 4WD……………….…….…$31,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 47K, 4WD, 8’ Bed, HD Susp…$37,900

’18 F150 Crew King Ranch, 32K, 4WD………….…$54,900

’08 F250 Crew King Ranch, 157K, 4WD, Diesel…$19,900

MOTORCYCLES
’08 Harley Davidson XL 1200C, 5K…………………$4,900

CARS
’20 Spark LS, 35K…..………..…………………..…$13,900
’18 Fusion Titanium, 44K, AWD……………………$26,900
’14 Mustang, 93K…………………..…………..……$16,900
’14 Taurus SEL, 99K……………....…………..……$14,900
’90 Cougar XR7 Supercharged, 70K, Sunroof…..…$9,900

VANS and SUVS
’20 Corsair, 16K, AWD………………………….……$42,900
’20 Explorer LTD Hybrid, 18K, 4WD………….……$48,900
’20 Escape Titanium, 8K, AWD……….….…………$36,900
’20 Explorer XLT, 31K, RWD………….….…………$34,900
’19 Nautilus Reserve, 13K, AWD……………………$49,900
’17 Edge Titanium, 81K, AWD.…………………….$25,900
’14 Escape SE, 156K, FWD……….……...…………$10,900
’14 Escape SE, 92K, FWD……….……...…………$14,900
’14 Escape SE, 103K, FWD…………………………$13,900
’10 Escape LTD, 201K, 4WD……….………..………$6,900
’07 FJ Cruiser, 256K………………….………..………$8,900

’19 Colorado Crew Z71, 46K, 4WD

$35,900
’08 F250 Crew King Ranch, 157K, 4WD, Diesel

$19,900

FEATURED USED VEHICLES

Monday, January 24
MVK vs. Milton Pope
8th Grade -
    MVK knocked off Milton
Pope 21-25, 25-22, 15-8 on
January 24.
    Lexie Buis led with 12
points (8 aces) and one kill.
Tessa Krull came up with eight
points (4 aces), with Madison
DeGrush adding six points (1
ace) and a kill.
7th Grade -
    The Lady Mavs took a 21-
25, 25-18, 14-16 loss to Milton
Pope.
    Gracie Smith had 10 points
(3 aces) and four kills, while
Hayden Pfeifer put up nine
points (3 aces) and one kill.
Blaire Nevins scored six
points, followed by five points
each from Aurora Weber and
Brynlee Hunt.

Tuesday, January 25
MVK vs. Elwood
8th Grade -
    Elwood dealt Mazon-
Verona-Kinsman a 23-25, 17-
25 loss January 25.
    Madison DeGrush’s six
points (3 aces) led the team.
Blaire Nevins added four
points (1 ace).
7th Grade -
    In the seventh grade meet-
ing, MVK defeated Elwood,
25-13, 25-20.
    Audrey Claypool had 12
points (7 aces). Aurora Weber
(5 aces, 4 kills) and Olivia O’-
Donovan (2 aces, 1 kill) pro-
vided nine and six points,
respectively.

Wednesday, January 26
MVK vs. Grand Ridge
8th Grade -
    On January 26, the Lady
Mavs beat Grand Ridge in
three exciting sets, 20-25, 25-
12, 25-21.
    Gracie Smith led with 13
points, followed by 10 and nine
points, respectively, from
Madison DeGrush and Lexie
Buis (1 kill, 1 block). Tessa
Krull contributed seven points,
while Aurora Weber supplied
six points and one kill. Lilly
Pfeifer added two kills and a
block.
7th Grade -
    MVK’s seventh grade girls
also won over Grand Ridge,
25-18, 21-25, 25-23.
    Aurora Weber’s 14 points
and three kills led her squad.
Kendall Jones had eight points,
with Brynlee Hunt putting up
five points and a kill. Brooklyn
Sheedy (1 kill) and Audrey
Claypool each scored three
points.

Thursday, January 27
MVK vs. Shabbona
8th Grade -
    Shabbona sunk MVK Janu-
ary 27, 8-25, 23-25.
    Tessa Krull and Lexie Buis
had seven and six points, re-
spectively.
7th Grade -
    The seventh grade match-up
ended up with the Lady Mavs
losing 17-25, 22-25.
    Aurora Weber led with nine
points, two kills, followed by
three points each from Hayden
Pfeifer (2 kills) and Audrey
Claypool.

MVK LADY MAVERICKS VOLLEYBALL

    The Gardner-South Wil-
mington-Braceville eighth
grade Lady Tigers defeated
Seneca and MVK the week of
January 10.
    Both the seventh and eighth
grade teams went to three sets,
with the seventh grade squad
falling in the third set to take

the loss against an always-
tough Seneca program.
    GSWB knocked off MVK
in two sets at both levels Janu-
ary 13.
    The eighth grade Lady
Tigers are 4-0 overall, while
the seventh grade team moves
to 2-2.

GSWB LADY TIGERS VOLLEYBALL
Monday, January 24
Dwight vs. Ottawa Shepherd
8th Grade -
    The eighth grade Lady Red-
birds were beaten by Ottawa
Shepherd in three sets January
24, 25-22, 22-25, 19-25.
    Sophie Buck (7 digs, 3 kills,
1 assist) and Madi Ely (4 digs)
led with six aces each. Sarah
Parker (3 digs, 1 assist) and
Makayla Wahl-Seabert (11
digs, 2 kills, 2 blocks) followed
with three aces each, while
Ryan Bean put up two aces,
four digs, and a block. Taylor
Frobish added eight digs and a
kill, with Kamryn Folkers com-
ing up with two digs.
7th Grade -
    Dwight’s seventh grade
girls fell by a score of 12-25,
25-15, 21-25.
    Kit Connor had a team-high
seven aces to go with seven
digs and a kill. Claire Sandeno
(10 digs, 3 kills, 1 assist) and
Sophie Bastian (1 dig) had
three aces each. Delaney
Boucher contributed two aces
and two digs, with Cloe Gall (3
digs) and Avery Connor (5
digs, 2 kills, 1 assist) each pro-
viding an ace. Mikayla Cham-
bers put up 12 digs, four
blocks, two kills, and one as-
sist. Addy Sulzberger supplied
five digs.

Tuesday, January 25
Dwight vs. Nettle Creek
8th Grade -
    In eighth grade volleyball
action January 25, Dwight lost
to Nettle Creek in three sets,
25-16, 23-25, 19-25.
    Makayla Wahl-Seabert had
four aces, five kills, three digs,
and three blocks to lead her
squad. Ryan Bean (5 kills, 5
digs, 1 block) and Madi Ely (6
digs, 2 kills) added three aces
each, followed by an ace, three
kills, a dig, and one assist from
Sophie Buck. Sarah Parker (4
digs) and Dori Wilson (1 dig)
had one kill each. Taylor Fro-
bish put up four kills and a dig,
while Kamryn Folkers added
three kills.
7th Grade -
    The Lady Redbirds won 25-
17, 25-14 over Nettle Creek.
    Avery Connor (2 kills, 1
dig) and Mikayla Chambers (3
digs, 1 kill) led with four aces

each. Sophie Bastian had three
aces, with Kit Connor con-
tributing one ace, two digs, and
a kill. Claire Sandeno came up
with six kills and two digs,
with Cloe Gall adding a dig
and a kill.

Thursday, January 27
Dwight vs. Pontiac
8th Grade -
    On January 27, the Lady
Redbirds won over Pontiac in
three sets, 25-17, 23-25, 25-17.
    Sophie Buck led with 10
aces, six digs, one assist, and
one kill. Taylor Frobish had
five aces, 15 digs, and two as-
sists, while Ryan Bean added
three aces, nine digs, and two
kills. Sarah Parker contributed
two aces, seven digs, and three
assists, followed by an ace,
nine kills, and nine digs from
Makayla Wahl-Seabert. Madi
Ely put up eight digs. Kamryn
Folkers had three digs, an as-
sist, and one block.
7th Grade -
    The seventh grade meeting
saw Dwight win 25-17, 25-13.
    Mikayla Chambers had five
aces, six digs, four kills, and
two blocks to lead the team.
Avery Connor came up with
four aces, two digs, and two as-
sists, followed by three aces
and six digs from Addy
Sulzberger. Sophie Bastian
added two aces, two digs, and
a kill, with Claire Sandeno (10
digs, 4 kills, 1 assist) and Kit
Connor (3 digs, 2 assists) sup-
plying an ace each. Cloe Gall
put up three digs.
Dwight vs. Saratoga
6th Grade -
    The Lady Redbirds won in
three sets over Saratoga Janu-
ary 27, 25-23, 16-25, 15-6,
while the “B” team won 25-17,
25-20.
    Isabel Hakey (3 aces) and
Kaitlyn Todd (3 aces) led the
way with 14 and 11 points, re-
spectively. Raegan Brown fol-
lowed with nine points (2
aces), with Olivia Buck putting
up eight points (3 aces). Emma
Stanton contributed five points,
with four points and a kill com-
ing from Addie Taylor. Leanne
Ruth had three points, with
Addie Avilez (1 kill), Kailyn
Haggard, and Grace Tjelle (1
ace) each adding a point. 

DCS LADY REDBIRDS VOLLEYBALL Dwight Wrestling Club 
Attends Pekin Tournament
Sunday, January 23
Dwight Wrestling Club 
at Pekin Tournament
    On January 23, the Dwight
Wrestling Club attended a tour-
nament in Pekin which fea-
tured over 500 wrestlers. The
DWC had another strong
showing and head coach Josh
DeLong says their wrestlers are
showing lots of growth.
    Placing at the Pekin Tour-
ney were:

    Remy Paulsen (1st); Ace
Eggenberger (1st); Damien
Coleman (1st); RJ Christensen
(1st); Landon McGann (2nd);
Sadie Burke (2nd); Dalton De-
Long (2nd); Bobby Stoudt
(2nd); Jack Tjelle (3rd); Hunter
Moore (3rd); Vinny Sti-
panovich (3rd); Kamren Olbrot
(4th); Avery Olbrot (4th); Eli
Jensen (4th); and Domenik
Brown (4th).

Thursday, January 27
Tri-Point vs. 
Donovan/St. Anne
    The Lady Chargers hosted
Donovan/St. Anne January 27,
winning big, 47-11.
    Melina Schuettte led with
10 points, going 2-4 from the
charity stripe. Kadie Hummel
and Millie Ruiz each scored
five points, hitting a three-
pointer each. Lainey Bertrand
drilled one three-pointer.

TRI-POINT
LADY CHARGERS
BASKETBALL

Monday, January 24
GSW vs. Donovan
    The GSW Lady Panthers
dominated Donovan, 55-14, on
January 24.
    Addi Fair continued her hot
streak, scoring 29 points in the
contest. Hannah Balcom sup-
plied 12 points.

GSW LADY
PANTHERS
BASKETBALL

Monday, January 24
Dwight vs. Herscher
    The Lady Trojans suffered a
tough loss to Herscher January
24, 26-21.
    After Dwight led the entire
first half, the Lady Tigers took
the lead in the third quarter and
it remained a close game
throughout the fourth.
    “Playing with only six play-

ers can be tough,” admitted
Coach Thompson, “and the
ladies play hard. Our shots just
weren’t falling in the second
half. The Lady Tigers hit some
key free throws to seal the deal
in the final seconds.”
    Leading the Lady Trojans
was Lilly Duffy’s nine points,
followed by six points from
Ella Legner.

DTHS LADY TROJANS BASKETBALL

Wednesday, January 26
Seneca vs. Putnam County
TCC Tournament
    In a Tri-County Conference
Tournament semi-final battle
between #2-ranked Seneca and
#3-ranked Putnam County
ended with the Irish winning
64-58 in their opponent’s gym.
    “Great, hard fought win
against Putnam County on their
home court,” Coach Russ Witte
said in the post-game. “We
played a great second quarter

on both ends of the floor. We
have to do a better job at the
free throw line – 4-13 is not
going to cut it and could have
cost us tonight. It was nice to
get a little revenge from our
loss to Putnam County back in
December.”
    Seneca was led in scoring
by Zach Pfeifer and Noah
Quigley with 16 and 14 points,
respectively. Between the two,
they made eight three-pointers.

SENECA FIGHTING IRISH BASKETBALL

Tuesday, January 25
Seneca vs. Lisle
    Seneca suited up against
Lisle January 25, winning by a
score of 50-30. Individual re-
sults are as follows:
    106: Ryan Hsu by FF; 113:
Tommy Milton by FF; 120:
Jaden Casey by FF; 126:
Brady Collins F :31 over Nick
Grant; 132: Robby Nelson 3-0
over Nolan Kelly; 138: Norbert
Guzik F 5:40 over Nate
Othon; 145: Owen Feiner F
3:23 over Caden Carnes; 152:
Asher Hamby F 1:40 over Abe
Payne; 160: Nathan Grant F
3:30 over Diego Lopez; 170:
Kyle Hamby F 1:05 over
Vinny Brummel; 182: Bradley
Kohnen by FF; 195: Chris
Peura by Tech Fall 21-4 over
Joe Raineri; 220: Muhammaud
Hassan F 1:24 over Alex
Bogner.

Wednesday, January 26
Seneca vs. Dwight
and Ottawa
    On January 26, the Irish
faced off against Dwight and
Ottawa, defeating the Trojans,
54-24, and then topping Ot-
tawa, 60-21. Individual results
are as follows:
vs. Dwight
    106: Kyler Hahn by FF;
113: Dylan Crouch by F 1:07
over Tommy Milton; 120:

Jaden Casey by FF; 126: Nick
Grant by FF; 132: Robby Nel-
son by FF; 138: Dillon Sarff by
F 2:33 over Nate Othon; 145:
Owen Feiner by F 1:46 over
Emmett Emmons; 152: Asher
Hamby by F 1:26 over Kyler
Starks; 160: Nathan Grant by
F 1:09 over Seth Robertson;
170: Kyle Hamby by FF; 182:
Double FF; 195: Chris Peura
by FF; 220: Samuel Edwards
by F :54 over Alex Bogner;
285: Terry Wilkey by F 1:04
over Liam Blue.
vs. Ottawa
    106: Kyler Hahn by F :26
over Jack Huggins; 113:
Tommy Milton by FF; 120:
Jaden Casey by F 1:07 over
Landon Marks; 126: Malachi
Snyder by F 3:29 over Nick
Grant; 132: Tristan Simmons
5-3 OT over Robby Nelson;
138: Nate Othon by FF; 145:
Owen Feiner by FF; 152:
Asher Hamby by F :53 over
Christian Land; 160: Nathan
Grant by F 2:25 over Anthony
Evans; 170: Kyle Hamby by F
:40 over Andrew Ristau; 182:
Charles Meadrow by FF; 195:
Chris Peura by F 1:48 over
Tate Spicer; 220: Ryan Wilson
by F 1:06 over Alex Bogner;
285: Liam Blue by FF.
    Seneca ends the regular sea-
son with a 23-9 final dual
record.

SENECA FIGHTING IRISH WRESTLING

Saturday, January 29
MVK vs. Saunemin
8th Grade -
Regional
    The MVK eighth grade
Mavericks beat Saunemin 43-

33 in the opening round of the
Odell 1A regional January 29.
    Cameron Shriey scored 18
points in the win, with Brady
Sheedy scoring 12.

MVK MAVERICKS BASKETBALL

The Paper
. . . connecting

the area’s
21 communities.

DTHS Cheerleaders
Cheer them

along the way!



Complete
Auto
Care

Locally Owned & Operated    Co-Owners: Joe Call, Keith Perry

Route 66 Tire & Auto
www.Route66TireandAutoil.com

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m. - Noon

Old Route 66 815-584-3054 Dwight

FEATURING:

Other Brands Available  ~ Call for Pricing!
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COWS AT DOUG AND KATHY LOWERY'S farm make quick work of feed at the trough.   The Paper photo

by Brandon LaChance

We all know what a farmer
does in the spring, summer, and
fall.

The tractors, the combines,
the planters, the cultivators,
and other equipment are seen
chugging away regularly dur-
ing these months.

But what about in the win-
ter?

Although it's downtime
compared to the other three
seasons, there is still work to do
in December, January, and Feb-
ruary.

“I'm semiretired. I'm busy
for about four or five months of
the year,” said Tom Conroy,
who owns Conroy Farms with
his sister Kathy Brunner in Em-
ington. “ A lot of these other
guys will have semis and they'll
haul grain all winter. They
work on equipment and proj-
ects in their shops. I don't have
a shop. I only have a couple of
little toolsheds to put stuff in. I
don't like the cold weather as
much as I used to, so when it's
like this I don't work in the
shed.”

“I don't really store much
grain at the farm. I move some
out just to make sure it doesn't
go bad. If you do have some
stored, you need to check it per-
iodically every few weeks. You
have to plan when you're going
to move it because sometimes
they close the roads about this
time of the year. When they do
that, you can't haul your crop
out unless you get permission
from the county. There is plan-

ning involved.”

The land of Conroy Farms,
360 acres of corn and soy-
beans, was originally owned by
Tom's father Jim Conroy, who
moved to the farm at 3-years
old in 1920.

Tom (65) became a farmer
at the ripe age of 8 when he
began running a cultivator and
has never looked back.

While Tom worked at R.R.
Donnelley in Dwight for 35
years, his father helped with the

fall farm work until the day he
passed away at 93 in 2012 be-
cause of cancer.

Since Donnelley has closed,
Tom has been farming during
the farming weather, substitute
teaching at the Dwight Com-
mon School and Dwight High
School, and paying attention to
corn and soybean prices on a
regular basis.

“Corn has doubled in price
compared to what it was two
and a half years ago,” Conroy
said. “In 2019, you could

barely get $3 a bushel and now
it's over $6. Beans were $8.50
and now they're at $14. It
causes inflation and higher
prices to store and for meat. It's
a vicious cycle, but we're better
off when the prices are good.

“A lot of times, your farm
income can fluctuate so much. 

(continued on page 12)

Over 40,000 acres
SOLD!

Winter as a farmer
What to do in negative temperatures, snow, ice



RUFF BROTHERS GRAIN COMPANY

Main Office and Grain
Marketing Services
Phone: 815-863-5114
at Toluca

E-mail: 
ruffbros@maxiis.com
Website: www.ruffrail.com

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS
AT 15  LOCATIONS:

LOSTANT - LEONORE -WENONA - MOON - 
RUTLAND - LONG POINT - SPIRES - 

WOODFORD - LOWPOINT - GRIDLEY - 
ANCONA - BLACKSTONE - 
GARFIELD - BUDD - AND
THE BNSF  110 CAR RAIL

SHUTTLE LOADER AT TOLUCA
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Winter as a farmer – – –
(continued from page 11)
I've had years with $100

thousand and years with $10
thousand. When I was still pay-
ing for the farm, I had some
years where I didn't make any-
thing. But, I had a good job at
R.R. Donnelley. We got by.
We're also seeing what money
we need to spend on what. Can

we afford to fix, replace, or up-
grade any equipment?

When speaking to Conroy,
he was holding what he stated
will be his lowest seed bill of
the year at $4,850.53 for 16
bags ($303.16 per bag).

He shops during the winter
because prices are more expen-
sive during regular farm
months as one of those same
bags would cost $416 in May.
Conroy is dreading his Nitro-
gen bill (needed for corn) as it
has tripled in the last year. In
2021, Nitrogen was $80 per
acre and it is $200 in 2022.

The Lowery family in
Mazon keep themselves busy
as Kathy does all the paper-
work and her husband Doug
and son Mike take care of the
farming.

Kathy catches up on bills,
W2s, W9s, and tax information
as all farmers have to submit
their forms by March 1.

While she is crunching
numbers, the guys are taking
care of multiple farms in
Grundy County as they live on
one and contract others.

“If they sell the grain ahead
of time, they won't haul every
single day because it'll be on a
schedule,” Kathy Lowery said.
“We don't deliver for other
farmers, we just deliver our
own grain. We have livestock.

Some of the cows will be hav-
ing calves. We have to make
sure they're fed every single
day. If the water source freezes
up, they have to make sure that
is clear.

“We have cattle at our farm
and at two other locations dur-
ing the winter. They go to all
three of the farms to make sure
they're OK. They make sure
there are not any sick cattle. We
have to keep an eye on them on
a daily basis, otherwise, there
could be a loss.

Dwight resident Joe Steven-
son stays plenty busy during
the cold.

Stevenson has coached the
eighth-grade boys basketball
team for the last 25 years (retir-
ing after this season), runs two
farms and owns Willy's Pub
with his older brother Jim
Stevenson and younger brother
Rick Stevenson.

“We have cows mainly just
for the family,” said Joe
Stevenson, who has been farm-
ing for 45 years, while Jim has
been at it for 50 years and Rick
for 15 years. “After my dad
(Bill) passed, we always try to
go over and see my mom
(Lois). We feed the cows and
take care of them. We're fixing
the fence all spring. It seems
like we're always fixing the
fence. We have a creek that

goes through the farm. When it
floods, it wipes out the fence
line, so you have to fix it or the
cows will be in the neighbor's
field.

“My mother is making
spaghetti next time we go over
there. That's how she pays us.
It's worth it.”

The farm Lois lives on has
been the Stevenson Farm since
1960 as the family moved there
when Joe was 3.

Now the three brothers plant
and cultivate the fields and take
care of the cows at the family
farm and another the three pur-
chased.

“We've hauled most of our
grain away, but we have a few
bins left to move,” Joe Steven-
son said. “We sell it and take it
to Morris. It's sold and they put
it on barges. If you sell at this
time of the year, you'll get more
money than if you sold it right
off of the field.

“Corn is kind of based on
crude oil. Corn is used to make
Ethanol (fuel), so if crude oil is
going up that means corn is
going to go up.

“A couple of years ago, you
needed extra income to keep
things afloat.”

Brandon LaChance is a journalist with
The Paper. He can be contacted at (815)
876-7941, blachance20@gmail.com, or
on Twitter @LaChanceWriter.

Quarter Pounder®*
Enjoy our Quarter Pounder® today 

a ¼ lb. of  100% fresh beef  that’s hot, deliciously juicy 
and cooked when you order

Warm Up to a Delicious

HELP WANTED
FULL- or PART-- TIME

Equal Opportunity Employer

McDonald’s of
Dwight and Pontiac

Locally Owned & Operated By Paul & Mary Breznay

New Agriculture Laws Take Effect in 2022
    Recently passed laws to
help support the Illinois agri-
culture industry took effect Jan-
uary 1, and State Senator
Patrick Joyce (D-Essex), chair
of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee and a fourth-generation

farmer, is excited to see the
positive change that will come
from this new legislation.
    “Agriculture is a vital indus-
try across Illinois,” Joyce said.
“I’m proud to have worked
alongside my colleagues this

past spring on issues that help
our agriculture industry thrive.”
    Legislation that took effect
in the new year includes:
• SB 1245: Starting this year,
the Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources is required to
announce, via a statewide news
release, the dates, shooting
hours, sites and counties that
are open for deer hunting be-
tween September 1 and Febru-
ary 15.
• SB 1624: Under this law,
agricultural sciences and agri-
cultural education to count as
requirements for university ad-
mission.
    “My colleagues and I were
able to work hand in hand with
the leaders of the state’s agri-
cultural industries to imple-
ment these new laws,” Joyce
said. “I look forward to seeing
what we will be able to accom-
plish in the upcoming spring
session.”
    To view a full list of new
laws that took effect Jan. 1,
visit the Illinois Senate Demo-
cratic Caucus website.

Professional Ag Service
Fertilizer, Chemical, Limestone,

Custom Application

236 S. Cherry St., Cullom, IL

matt.durbin@sunag.net                 kyle.moritz@sunag.net

“Come grow with us!”

Matt Durbin
Sales Manager 
815-510-8743

Kyle Moritz
Sales Agronomist
815-510-0185



YOU’VE GOT IT!
WE WANT IT!

Pontiac
Exchange

Rt. 66 & 23 • Pontiac
Ph: 815-842-3321
Hours: M-S 9-5 • Closed Sundays

• Zero Turn Mowers • Mini Excavator
• Skid Steer • Compact Tractors w/Loader

Call Today!! to see if you have Equipment we are looking for!

Serving the Area forover 30Years!

Experience. Pricing. Solutions.
3 Reasons Why You Should Call B and D Chemical Inc.

At B and D Chemical Inc., we specialize in 
Agronomy and Agricultural Chemical, Fertilizer & Tank Sales.

Old Log Cabin
Restaurant, Bar & Catering

olgcbn@prairieinet.net
www.route66oldlogcabin.com

Mon. - Sat. 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Route 66 North, Pontiac 815-842-2908

Where Friends & Family Enjoy
Daily Breakfast & Lunch Specials

WATTERS AGRICULTURE & HEAVY
EQUIPMENT WASHING

CLAY WATTERS
Fully Insured

OWNER/OPERATOR with 
15+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

PRESSURE WASHING FOR ALL OF
YOUR AGRICULTURAL AND 
RESIDENTIAL NEEDS.

815-685-7724
Check us
out on

Facebook!

Ottawa
3196 N. IL Rt. 23
815-433-2211

Herscher
11364 W. Rt.125
815-426-2119

Minonk
1451 Industrial Park Rd.

815-432-2525

Pontiac
15521 E. 1830 N. Rd

815-844-6197

Streator
1902 E. Rt. 18
815-673-3363

www.livcfb.org   815-842-1103

Like us on             
facebook.
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GRAIN DRYING 
& STORAGE

ON-FARM PICK-UP

Charlotte: 815-426-1232

Cullom: 815-426-1233

Campus:  815-426-1230

Cabery:  815-426-1231
Herscher: 815-426-2231

www.alliance-grain.com

IFB President: 2022 Priorities Indicate Changes Ahead for Agriculture
by Richard Guebert, Jr.
Illinois Farm Bureau President

    The icy winter temps in the
Midwest mean a slow season
for many. But for Illinois farm-
ers like me, it’s the time of year
to plan ahead for the spring
planting season.
    Many in agriculture are al-
ready feeling the strain of rising
input costs and fractured supply
chains due to the ongoing pan-
demic. Farmers are worried
these issues could be com-
pounded by additional water
regulations and unreliable fuel
standards, which will drasti-
cally impact many family
farms.
    The Illinois Farm Bureau
Board of Directors, which rep-
resents the largest group of
farmers in the state, set new pri-
orities for the organization in
January. They’ll focus on sup-
porting members as the ag in-
dustry faces the challenges
ahead.
    Since the spring of 2020,
nearly every person has experi-
enced price fluctuations and
supply limitations on products
they need. For farmers, fertil-
izer shortages have made a
large dent in business prof-
itability.
    Growers are reporting price

hikes of more than 300% on
fertilizer purchases this year.
That’s especially significant be-
cause fertilizer costs account
for approximately 15% of the
total cash costs for crops.
    And the lack of truck drivers
and congestion at American
ports mean delivery times are
anyone’s best guess.
    If these trends continue,
consumers might also see rising
prices at the grocery. To curb
this issue, we’re looking to
Congress to help us find solu-
tions.

Changing Water Regulations
    Last November, the Biden
administration announced a
plan to return to a previous def-
inition of “waters of the United
States”. The proposed regula-
tion would repeal the 2020
Navigable Waters Protection
Rule and broaden the federal
government’s authority under
the Clean Waters Act.
    Farmers are frustrated with
the federal government’s deci-
sion to expand federal jurisdic-
tion onto waterways on private
lands.
    The revised rules would
make it difficult for farmers
and property owners to deci-
pher where their property will
be impacted and create chal-

lenges when implementing
conservation practices in those
areas.
    For people whose properties
won’t be affected by the ruling,
this issue might seem trivial.
But for family farmers who
would lose the right to manage
parts of their land, it’s a big
concern.
    As the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers con-
sider a final rule, the agriculture
community would like to see
clear terms that are easy to in-
terpret and apply, with flexibil-
ities for landowners to conduct
innovative and environmen-
tally beneficial projects.

Expanding 
Infrastructure, Broadband
    As one of the largest pro-
ducers and exporters of soy-
beans and corn in the country,
Illinois ag has played a critical
role in ag trade for decades.
Over time, the transportation of
commodities has left roads,
bridges and waterways in our
state in desperate need of re-
pair.
    The $1.2 trillion infrastruc-
ture bill signed into law by
President Biden last fall works
to address the wear and tear on
transportation systems across

the nation.
    As funds make their way to
our state, it’s important that
they’re used to rebuild trans-
portation routes that get sup-
plies to farms and, in turn, help
farmers get their products to
consumers.
    Dollars should also be dis-
bursed fairly to rural areas, es-
pecially the funds marked for
expanding rural broadband.
    The need for additional ed-
ucation and telehealth has be-
come increasingly important
while dealing with fluctuating
COVID cases over the past
couple of years.
    When large meat packing
plants closed their doors early
on in the pandemic, small com-
panies stepped up to the plate to
fill the need. The situation
demonstrated why businesses
of all sizes are needed to keep
our domestic food supply
strong.
    Just imagine the innovation
and economic gains that would
come with access to reliable,
affordable and fast internet in
all parts of the state, not just the
highly populated areas.
    With so much on the table
for farm families in 2022, it’s
critical that they get the tools
they need to succeed. The sup-
ply of food, fuel and fiber peo-

ple depend on relies on the
strength of agriculture in our
state.

    This op-ed was distributed 

through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit Farm
WeekNow.com.

$$1100   OOFFFF
TUNE UP

(WITH COUPON, Expires 4/2/22)

Huffman Tire 
& Auto
Rt. 47 South
606 S. Union

Dwight • 815-584-1333

UNION HILL SALES & SERVICE

61 Center St., Union Hill (15 miles West of Kankakee)
815-426-6103

Email: unionhill@unionhillsales.com

KERRY PATCHETT • CHRIS DENAULT

STEVE PERKINS
2022 Illinois Pork Expo in Springfield February 22-23

    The 2022 Illinois Pork
Expo, being held in-person, is
slated for Tuesday and Wednes-
day, February 22 and 23, at the
BOS Center in Springfield.

    The schedule of events is as
follows:

Tuesday, February 22
Annual Meeting
9:00-11:30 a.m.

Delegate Only Lunch
11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Trade Show
12:00-9:00 p.m.

Silent Auction
12:00-9:00 p.m.
Legislative Reception and
Awards Presentation
5:00-7:30 p.m.
Live Pork Auction
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 23
NPPC Update
Invitation to SIP Investors
Only
7:00-8:00 a.m.

Trade Show
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Certified Livestock Manager
Training
12:15-7:00 p.m.
*must pre-register on U of I

website: extension.illinois.
edu/lfmm/certified-livestock-
manager-training.
Secure Pork Supply Planning
Workshops
one-on-one workshops avail-
able - must register in advance
with Mike Borgic: mike@ilpork.
com.
    Register for the Pork Expo
online at https://ilpork.site-
ym.com/page/2022ExpoRegi
stration.



Page 14                                                                   Wednesday, February 2, 2022                                                                  The Paper

Dwight
418 E. North Street

Dwight 60420
815-584-2733

Damian Adams: 815-674-2733
Robert Trewartha: 815-209-6914

Timothy Cyr: 815-872-1220

Saunemin
19433 N. 2700 East Rd.
Saunemin, IL 61769

815-832-4491
Steve Schaffer: 
815-674-2333

Your Premier Retailer of Inputs
FEATURING

Anhydrous Ammonia • Liquid & Dry Fertilizers
Pesticide Products • Custom Application

Seed – Corn, Soybeans & Wheat • Scouting Services
Precision Placement • Soil Sampling

Home delivery - Monday - Friday   
60 and up homebound– Must make reservations –

    Wed., Feb. 2: Savory sausage stew, broccoli, chunky apple-
sauce, biscuit, surprise dessert.
    Thurs., Feb. 3: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes w/ brown gravy,
tomatoes & zucchini, apricots, whole grain roll.
    Fri., Feb. 4: Tuna noodle casserole, buttered carrots, seasoned
peas, Mandarin oranges, roll.
    Mon., Feb. 7: Baked spaghetti, broccoli, corn, tossed salad w/
dressing pkt., bread or roll.
    Tues., Feb. 8: Roast beef w/ gravy, mashed potatoes, seasoned
greens, clementine, whole grain roll.
    Wed., Feb. 9: Mushroom crusted chicken, au gratin potatoes,
Capri vegetables, pineapple, whole grain bread.
    Thurs., Feb. 10: Cheeseburger soup, pickled beets, broccoli
salad, peaches, roll.
    Milk served each day.  

For reservation, call:1-800-543-1770.

Dwight Peace Meals

FARM LIFE

Livingston County SWCD Holds
77th Annual Meeting

    The Livingston County Soil
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (SWCD) held their 77th
Annual Meeting on January 20
at Precision Technology Insti-
tute (PTI) in Pontiac. Breakfast
was catered by the Livingston
Area Career Center Culinary
Arts students and their instruc-
tor Chef Scott Rowan.
    Vice-Chairman Chuck Han-
ley welcomed everyone to their
Annual Meeting and had Treas-
urer Gary Bressner lead the at-
tendees in the Pledge of
Allegiance and invocation.
After breakfast, Chairman Lee
Bunting began the business
meeting. The main business to
be conducted was the election
of three board members. The
following board members were
reelected for a two-year term,
Lee Bunting, Gary Bressner,
and Tom Yoder. After the elec-
tion, Chairman Bunting re-
minded all the guests of
Illinois’ Nutrient Loss Reduc-
tion Strategy and mentioned
that the State of Illinois has ap-
propriated money towards
reaching their goals.
    Several conservation awards
were also presented at the
meeting. The first awards given
were four Partner in Conserva-
tion Awards. The first recipient
was Sara Hostetter from Fair-
bury. Sara is always willing to

help with any of their projects
and is known for always bring-
ing a smile and helpful attitude. 
    Their next award went to
Josh Donze from Pontiac. Josh
is carrying on his family’s
farming tradition while em-
bracing conservation activities
like cover crops and no-till. 
    Next, they had Gary and
Craig Swartz of Swartz Farms
at Saunemin. Swartzs have
been practicing no-till and
strip-till for about 30 years, and
they are conducting nitrogen
rate trials on their farms to help
determine the best rate for their
operation. 
    Their final Partner in Con-
servation Award went to Amer-
ican Farmland Trust. AFT is a
national organization founded
in 1980 to save America’s
farms and ranches. They have
worked closely with the
SWCD on their Vermilion
Headwaters Watershed Project.
As part of that project, they
helped host field days and
tours, as well as developing
fact sheets about cover crops,
nitrogen, and reduced tillage as
part of their outreach in the wa-
tershed.
    They also gave out their
Conservation Farm Family
Award. This year’s award went
to the Stan Blunier Family of
Forrest. The Bluniers farm

about 1,300 acres of corn and
soybean, along with a 13,000
head wean-to-finish hog oper-
ation. They try to no-till and
strip-till as much as possible
and have recently begun using
cover crops. In addition, they
are working with a seed com-
pany on some small, in-field
test plots to see how the hy-
brids do in “normal” field con-
ditions. 
    They have recently updated
parts of their hog operation,
such as adding in a new com-
poster, through the USDA-
NRCS Environmental Quality
Incentives Program. Stan also
worked with the Illinois Pork
Producers to install a diversi-
fied windbreak in front of the
hog buildings to improve both
the aesthetic appeal and cut
down on odor from buildings.
    After the awards were
handed out, Vice-Chairman
Hanley introduced Jason Web-
ster of PTI, who was the guest
speaker for the meeting. Jason
touched on some of the differ-
ent research that they were con-
ducting there at PTI. He
focused on how they manage
their water that is drained from
their fields. Most of this water
is kept in a 21/2-acre pond that
they then use to irrigate crops
in the hot, dry parts of the sum-
mer.

Plant Seeds for Success with Beginner 
Vegetable Gardening Workshop

    Whether you have a multi-
row backyard vegetable plot or
a patio with room for a few
containers, now is the time to
start planning for a successful
gardening season. Over the
past several years, there has
been a surge of gardeners tak-
ing up the trowel for the first
time to try their hand at grow-
ing fresh produce at home.
    Dig in with confidence this
spring with Growing Great
Vegetables, a five-week webi-
nar series starting February 15
that will cover how to grow a

vegetable garden from seed to
harvest. Participants will check
in during a weekly workshop
covering a new topic, engage
with University of Illinois Ex-
tension horticulture experts,
and receive e-mails with even
more research-based tips and
factsheets.
    Growing Great Vegetables
will be 6:00-7:00 p.m. on Tues-
days from February 15 to
March 15. Sign up by February
9 at go.illinois.edu/
GrowingGreatVegetables. A
fee applies to participate. Ses-
sions will be recorded and
made available to registered
participants if they cannot at-
tend live.
• Feb. 15: Where will you Gar-
den? Build a garden using
whatever space you have.
Learn about traditional garden
plots, raised beds, salad tables,
container gardening, growing
vertically, and more. This ses-
sion will also cover watering,
weeding, and garden tools.
• Feb. 22: Seed and Plant
Choices: Planning, design, and
layout are key elements to a
successful garden. Learn about
hardiness zones, frost and
freeze dates, how to order
plants or seeds from a garden
catalog or locally, reading and

selecting seed packets, and
starting plants from seed. Ex-
plore the importance of soil
health and learn about soil test-
ing and amendments such as
fertilizer and manures.
• Mar. 1: Cool Season Vegeta-
bles: Cool-season crops can be
grown in spring or fall, each
with its own characteristics and
potential issues. Learn how to
grow and harvest cool-season
vegetables as well as how to
manage common insect pests.
• Mar. 8: Warm Season Vegeta-
bles: Warm season crops grow
in the hottest part of the year.
This session will cover how to
make vegetables such as let-
tuces, tomatoes, carrots, and
more flourish.
• Mar. 15: Insects and Dis-

eases: New and experienced
growers alike are challenged
by insect pests as well as plant
diseases or disorders. Learn
about insects, diseases, and
wildlife pests and how to pre-
vent and handle them. Then,
learn how a vegetable garden
can be set up to be more ap-
pealing to beneficial insect pol-
linators such as butterflies,
bees, beetles, and moths.

    Series presenters include
Illinois Extension horticulture
educators Jennifer Fishburn,
Ken Johnson, and Sarah Vogel,
and local foods and small
farms educators Erin Harper
and Katie Parker. For more in-
formation, contact Ken John-
son at kjohnso@illinois.edu.

It’s Easy to Make Your Move 
with The Paper Classifieds



The 
Pape

r
Place a classified ad • Deadline: Friday, Noon

Phone: 815-584-1901 - Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. - Fax: 815-584-2196 - 24 hours
In person: Visit us at 204 E. Chippewa, Dwight, IL 60420

Reach 10,000 homes 
and businesses 

in 21 communities, 
plus online at 

thepaper1901.com
815.584.1901
We accept all major credit cards.
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DWIGHT – Downstairs 2
bedroom apartment for rent.
Includes a stove, refrigera-
tor, washer and dryer, a
garbage disposal, and a
garage. Call 815-584-7047
for more details.           26-tf

AUCTION

FOR RENT

Roofing •Siding •Windows •Gutters
FREE ESTIMATES!

MACROOFERS.COM

Larry
815-848-3806

LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS
LICENSED & INSURED

McWilliams Roofing
L.L.C.

Aaron
815-260-6569

hiphoppoptop40r&burbancontemporary

authentictock@gmail.com

Full Service DJ/Live Sound
• Weddings • Business Parties 

• Birthdays and More!
E-mail for pricing/scheduling.

easy l i s t en ing funk love rock&ro l l

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

1805 Ashley Rd., Morris 815-941-2800 
MORRIS TRAILER SALES, INC.

SERVICES OFFERED
BRADLEY PEST CONTROL

Call Phil at 815-405-5020
815-365-4429

www.bradleypc.com

Termite treatment • Mouse control
General pest control

Real Estate Inspections
Bed Bug Treatments

Dwight
Mini Storage
7 Sizes Available

Low Rates
815-791-4695
815-405-4067

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD
Seasoned Hardwood
Delivered & Stacked

815-674-2046

Flush the other guys

Brian Trainor

208 S. Union St.
Dwight, IL 60420

Phone 815.584.7678
BTDWIGHTIL@OUTLOOK.COM

LICENSE #055-044376

BT PLUMBING HEATING COOLING

“Your Exterior Renovation Specialists”
• Siding, Soffit, Fascia • Windows • Roofs
• Decks • Sunrooms • Seamless Gutters 

• Overhead Doors and more!

Give us a call at 815-584-9470
or visit us at www.PerfectExterior.com

104.016011        
105.006010• FREE ESTIMATES • 

815.237.8298

740 Oak St.
South Wilmington

RENTALS
We RENT a Variety of Heavy Machinery.

We SELL and REPAIR Outdoor Power Equipment.

SISTEK

GARDEN TRACTORS

FARM EQUIPMENT

SNOWMOBILES

APPLIANCES

ANYTHING METAL

FREE PICKUP    7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL BRIAN 815-210-8819

SCRAP METAL WANTED

MY FATHER’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Garages • Decks
Painting • Addition 

Design/Install 
Kitchens 

& Bathrooms
FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED LOCALLY

ON THE WEB: 
WWW.MYFATHERSHANDYMAN.COM

OR CALL:
LARRY MCWILLIAMS

815-848-3806
INSURED/FREE ESTIMATES

Huffman 
Tire & Auto

• Complete   
Auto Care

606 S. Union (Rt. 47), Dwight
815-584-1333

Hours:  M-F 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

BECKER STORAGE
4 Different Size Units
815-584-2388 

- OR -
815-674-2089

Odell
Mini Storage

6 Sizes Available
Low Rates

815-791-3589

TERRY’S ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

BEST PRICES. 
815-760-2028. BUILD
GARAGES & DECKS.
FULLY INSURED. 41
YEARS EXPERIENCE.

SERVICES OFFERED

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LIVINGSTON COUNTY - PONTIAC, ILLINOIS

QUICKEN LOANS, LLC
PLAINTIFF
vs.
DANIEL CARPENTER A/K/A DANIEL L. CARPENTER;
DEFENDANT
2021CH18
Judge Robert M. Travers
Address: 109 E. Seminole Street  Dwight, IL  60420

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause
on December 3, 2021, I, Sheriff of Livingston County, Illi-
nois, will on February 24, 2022 at the hour of 10:00 AM at
the Law & Justice Center, 110 N. Main St., Pontiac, IL,
61764, or in a place otherwise designated at the time of sale,
County of Livingston, State of Illinois, sell at public auction
to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate:
COMMON ADDRESS: 109 E. Seminole Street, Dwight, IL
60420
P.I.N.: 05-05-04-456-028
The real estate is improved with a single-family residence.
THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT WAS: $136,903.67
Sale terms: 25% down by certified funds; the balance, by cer-
tified funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject
property is subject to real estate taxes, special assessments
or special taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “as is” condi-
tion. The sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser shall
receive a Certificate of Sale, which will entitle the purchaser
to a Deed to the real estate after Confirmation of the sale. The
property will NOT be open for inspection and Plaintiff makes
no representations as to the condition of the property.
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the Court file
to verify all information.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512, the amounts of any surplus
bid will be held by the sheriff until a party obtains a Court
Order for its distribution, or for 60 days following the date
of the entry of the order confirming sale, at which time, in
the absence of an order directing payment of the surplus, it
may be automatically forfeited to the State without further
notice.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments and the legal fees required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSES-
SION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C)
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file or contact Plaintiff’s
attorney: Johnson, Blumberg & Associates, LLC, 230 W.
Monroe St., Chicago, IL  60606, telephone 312-541-9710.
Please refer to file number IL 21 8477.
Sheriff of Livingston County, Illinois

Johnson, Blumberg, & Associates, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 1125
Chicago, Illinois  60606
Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 21 8477
I3185172

Accolade Healthcare
of Pontiac

www.accoladehc.com

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Heritage Health
www.HeritageofCare.com/Dwight

NURSING HOMES

To make your business
a part of The Paper 
WEB DIRECTORY,
phone 815-584-1901.

State Farm Insurance
Jerry Danko, Agent

www.jerrydanko.com
Evenglow - Pontiac

www.evenglowlodge.org

BANKS

INSURANCE

Dr. Mark Passerman
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/dwight

Dr. Jennifer Thomas
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/gardner

Dr. Athar Saeed
Cardiologist

www.morrishospital.org

Dr. Jaynee Pendergast
www.morrishospital.org/dwight

PHYSICIANS

Sancken Sole Realty
www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

REAL ESTATE

Morris Hospital
www.morrishospital.org

HOSPITALS

ALZHEIMER’S/ 
MEMORY CARE

Popejoy, Inc.
www.popejoyinc.com

HEATING
& COOLING

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Harvest View - Herscher
www.harvestviewliving.com

SENIOR LIVING

Get Connected to area businesses with 

The Paper
WEB DIRECTORY!

Dwight Bank
Branch of Bank of Pontiac
www.bankofpontiac.com

Peoples National Bank
Dwight Banking Center

www.pnb-kewanee.com
SOCU

www.socu.org

Brian Severson Farms
www.qualityorganic.com

OORGANIC GRAINS 
& FLOURS

PONTIAC – House for sale
on contract. Got a down pay-
ment? 3 bedroom, garage,
basement. Needs some
work. Call 815-524-1819. 

4-2wp

HOUSE
FOR SALE

– News – 
– Ads – 

– Coverage!–   
The Paper
815-584-1901

38th ANNUAL FARM MACHINERY
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

PIT RUN PARK
GIBSON CITY, ILLINOIS
THURSDAY, MAR. 17, 2022

10:00 A.M.
SALE LOCATION: Sale to be held at Pit

Run Park 1 mile West of Gibson City on RT 9.

Now accepting consignments of tractor,
combines, harvest & tillage equip., wagons,
and other farm related equipment. CON-
SIGN NOW FOR FREE NATION WIDE
ADVERTISING, ADVERTISING DEAD-
LINE, FEBRUARY 26, accepting items till
MARCH 17 at 8:30 a.m. All tires must be on
rims. TRACTOR TIRES $100 DEPOSIT,
AND $50 ON ALL OTHER TIRES. DE-
POSIT RETURNED IF SOLD. WE HAVE
AVAILABLE A WEB SITE FOR PIC-
TURES. BRING IN YOUR OWN PIC-
TURES OR SEND THEM. 

TEXT: 217-781-8091 
E-MAIL: billkruse@mchsi.com

TO CONSIGN ITEMS 
CALL: 217 784 8000 OR 217 781 8091

C
lip

-n
-S
av
e C

lip-n-Save

If you want to Sell or Buy, Call Our Office!

EXPERIENCE • RESULTS
FULL TIME REALTORS

www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

Bill Sole, MGR BRKR, 815-252-8456 
BROKERS:

Jenny Johnson  815-405-2326   Amanda McCoy  815-978-3707   

700-A South Union St., Dwight, IL • 815-844-4104

SOLD!
201 E. Elm, Fairbury

25035 E. 2400 North Rd., Odell
1564 E. 3800 North Rd., Cabery

Michelle Weber 815-474-6511               Mary Kilbride    815-263-8753
Bob deOliveira  815-295-3281               Jake Ross           815-325-0511

MCARDLE REALTY

DEAN HANSEN, Managing Broker  (815) 274-1917
Dean@mcardlerealty.net

Lot: 406 N. Chicago St.

404 W. Delaware, Dwight 
Brick Ranch, full basement. $149,000

MCARDLE REALTY
106 E. Main St., Dwight 

Historical Bar/Grill | Main St., Kinsman - Beautiful
antique bar. Complete kitchen & walk-in cooler.
Turn-key operation. $79,900

SOLD

General/Special Education Paraprofessional
Dwight Common School has a vacancy for a gen-
eral education/special education paraprofes-
sional. Please email a letter of interest and resume
to Mrs. Julie L. Schultz @ schultzju@dwight.k12.
il.us by 8/13/2021. Call 815-584-6221 with any
questions.

The position will be open until filled.

Operations/Tender Driver
Full time employee wanted. Must have valid dri-
ver’s license and CDL. Work seasonal hours.
Work independently or in team setting. Help re-
pair facilities and equipment.

Sun Ag Inc. offers full benefits to full time em-
ployees including health, dental, vision, life ins.,
401K and paid vacation. Competitive Compen-
sation.

Call Matt Durbin @ (815) 689-2144 or stop in
for an application at 236 S. Cherry Street, Cul-
lom.

PART TIME SECRETARY

Clerical position, two days a week for
the Veterans Assistance Commission.
Must be a Veteran or a spouse of a Vet-
eran. For more information, visit
www.livingstoncountyil.gov, click on
About Livingston, Click on Employ-
ment. Send resume/application to Liv-
ingston County Human Resources, 112
W. Madison, Rm 202, Pontiac, IL  61764
no later than 2/11/2022.

LOCAL DRIVERS
Be home every day.
Schiber Truck Company has a 2 positions avail-
able for a Molten Sulfur truck driver at its Chan-
nahon, Illinois location. This position is Tuesday
thru Saturday. One is on days the other late af-
ternoons. Saturday pays overtime. Earning
$100,000 plus per year.

We offer a full benefit package including health,
dental, matching 401k, life insurance, 9 paid hol-
idays and paid vacations.

Applicant must have a safe, clean driving record
and stable work history. Class A CDL with
tanker/Hazmat endorsement and three years ex-
perience required.

Apply online at Schiber.com 
or call 800-221-4849 x221.

Dwight Veterinary Clinic
Old Rt. 66, Dwight  • 815-584-2732 •

dwightvet.com

Would you like to sponsor a pet? Call The Paper 815-584-1901.

Livingston County Humane Society
21179 N. 1358 E. Rd., Pontiac, IL 61764 • 815-842-1025 
lchumanesociety.com • Check us out on facebook and PetFinder!

Hi there! My name is Nina!
I am a 5 year old Minia-
ture Pinscher mix! If you
are in search of a lap dog,
I’d be the perfect compan-
ion for you! I’m super
sweet, happy, and cuddly!
I am also potty trained! I
LOVE to be outside and
go for walks! I get so excited to go out that I do a
little dance and the ladies say that I have perfect
leash manners! I am a bit of a shy girl with new
people, but it doesn’t take long for me to warm up!
Please give me a chance to melt your heart!

Pet of the Week

The Paper
– You Can Reach Us –

During our Regular Business Hours
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Phone: 815-584-1901 Fax: 815-584-2196 
email: thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

web: www.thepaper1901.com

The Paper!
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Rts. 17 & 47 • Dwight • Phone 815-584-2880

High Life, Icehouse or
Busch 30-pack cans ………………………

$1478
MGD, Miller 64, Lite,
Coors Light or
Budweiser 24-pack bottles …………

$1663
Michelob 
Ultra 24-pack cans or bottles ……………

$1699
Sam Adams or
Stella
Artois 12-pack bottles or cans …………

$1399

$1999
1.75 liter

Seagram’s
V.O.

WINESLIQUORS

Great Prices!

Great Selection!

BEERSSkol
Vodka 1.75 liter ……………

$1199
New Amsterdam
Vodka 750 ml. …………………

$999
Buffalo Trace
Bourbon 
Cream 750 ml. ……………

$1799
Benchmark
Bourbon 750 ml. ……………

$999
Early Times
Whiskey 1.75 liter ………

$1699
Canadian
Mist 1.75 liter ………………

$1499

Old World LiquorsOld World Liquors

Liberty Creek
Wines 1.5 liter …………………

$599
Carlo Rossi
Sangria 750 ml. ………2/$700

(Assorted Varieties)

A by Acacia
Pinot Noir 750 ml. …………

$999
Juggernaut 
Pinot Noir or
Cabernet 750 ml. ………

$1499
Arbor Mist
Wines 1.5 liter …………………

$499
Seagram’s
Escapes 12-pack ……………

$999

Canteen
VODKA SODA

$899
6-pack cans

$1499

Decoy
Pinot Noir or

CABERNET

750 ml.

$1699

1.75 liter

Fireball
WHISKEY
$1999

24-pack cans

Old Style, 
Coors, MGD, 

Miller 64, Lite or
BUDWEISER

1.75 liter

$2995

Tito’s 
Handmade  
VODKA

$599

Jack Daniel’s
COUNTRY
COCKTAILS

6-pack bottles

TROJANS BALL! Dwight celebrates during their Tri-County
Conference Tournament match-up with Henry Senachwine
January 27. After beating the Mallards 66-50, the Trojans
went on to defeat Roanoke-Benson 62-50 January 28 to win
the consolation championship.            J7 Images

JACK DUFFY, below,  and a
Henry Senachwine Mallard
chase after a loose ball January
27 in the TCC Tournament.

WYATT THOMPSON, at right,
goes up over two defenders for
two of his 33 points against
Henry Senachwine January 27.

Area COVID-19 Stats
as of January 31

    Total Tests
Town Performed Cases
Dwight 23,374 1,104
Herscher 5,695 496
Gardner 5,153 469
Odell 5,338 361
Mazon 3,640 346
Braceville 3,862 321
Essex 2,515 260
S. Wilmington 1,955 166
Cullom 3,016 156
Saunemin 2,451 152
Verona 1,550 136
Reddick 1,882 136
Cabery 1,828 124
Ransom 1,591 111
Buckingham 1,392 105
Kempton 1,588 98
Emington 1,045 84
Blackstone 1,089 72
Kinsman 1,215 46
Campus 720 28
Union Hill 247 17
County Tested Cases Deaths
Kankakee 434,138 27,700 341
LaSalle 426,860 27,109 355
Grundy 138,795 12,114 122
Livingston 218,010 10,129 127
Iroquois 99,505 6,802 103
Ford 66,039 4,176 62

Illinois - Confirmed Cases: 2,897,174; Deaths: 30,688; 
Probable Deaths: 3,751; Total Tests Performed: 50,798,837.
Probable cases are individuals who have been tested and are
found to have a positive test result by a local clinic using “rapid”
tests that are not, at this time, IDPH-approved tests. 

Numbers 
as of 

1/31/21

Statistics via:
dph.illinois.gov

Thomas Bennett, State Representative 106th District

Introducing many bills
With the start of the new year

and the spring session I have intro-
duced several bills which I will
work to pass before we adjourn.

House Bill 4329 would allow
an Illinois business to claim a tax
credit for hiring up to five high
school or college student interns.
This would encourage businesses
to hire interns and it is a great way
to help young people get their foot
in the door of the job market and
gain some real-world workplace
experience.

To try to improve the ethics cli-
mate in Springfield I have intro-
duced House Bill 4458 which
prohibits any legislator from be-
coming a lobbyist until they have
been out of office for at least two
years. Some of the ethics scandals
of the past few years have in-
volved legislators who were also
working as lobbyists. Legislators
should not be able to leave office
one day and immediately begin
lobbying their former colleagues
the next.

I am continuing to work on
House Bill 3637, which I intro-
duced last year in an effort to im-
prove the way we award
construction grants to our local
school districts. This bill has a bi-
partisan group of co-sponsors and
we are working together to get a
final draft. House Bill
3573 passed the House 99-0 last
year and is awaiting action in the
Senate this year. It would allow a
school district to utilize a remote
learning day instead of an emer-

gency day in their school calendar.
A couple other noteworthy bills

this year are House Bill 4327 and
4328 which create new tax credits
for Illinois. The credit on HB 4327
would be for licensed Illinois wine
manufacturers and craft brewers
for costs related to the purchase of
crops used in the manufacture of
beer or wine that are grown and
harvested in Illinois. HB 4328
would create a tax credit of $500
for each individual who serves as
a volunteer firefighter or volunteer
EMS.

Opposing House Bill 2769.
This week I heard from several
constituents asking me to vote No
on House Bill 2769, legislation
concerning mircrostamping of
firearms. I voted No on this bill in
committee and nothing in the pro-
posed amendment has done any-
thing to cause me to change my
mind. If it comes up on the House
floor this spring I intend to vote
No.

How much do we owe? As of
the  time  of  this  writing, the State
of Illinois owes $2,913,103,805 in
unpaid bills to state vendors. One
year ago, the backlog stood at $4.7
billion. This figure represents the
amount of bills submitted to the
office of the Comptroller and still
awaiting payment. It does not in-
clude debts that can only be esti-
mated, such as our unfunded
pension liability which is subject
to a wide range of factors and has
been estimated to be more than
$141 billion. 

     The Hines Outreach Team,
and the Grundy County Veterans
Assistance Commission with the
support of the Morris American
Legion, will be available to help
enroll Veterans in health care
and answer questions about VA
health care and other benefits
Monday, Feb. 7, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the Morris American
Legion, 212 W. Washington
Street.
     This event is free and open to
all area veterans. No registration
is required.
     If you would like more infor-
mation on the outreach program,
contact Patrick Grimes at 708-
904-1473.

Hines VA 
Outreach Feb. 7     Since January 13, 2022,

Kankakee County has reported
a significant increase in the
number of opioid overdoses.
The increases in opioid over-
doses were identified by the
Kankakee County Health De-
partment and corroborated by
an increase in overdose visits
or calls to Emergency Depart-
ments (ED) and Emergency
Medical Services (EMS). Al-
though the current activity is
localized, increases may con-
tinue to occur in neighboring
counties.
    Naloxone, an opioid rever-
sal agent, should be adminis-
tered if an opioid overdose is

suspected. With the increasing
presence of synthetic opioids
(fentanyl) in the drug supply,
including other illicit non-opi-
oid substances, naloxone
should be kept on-hand. Users
should be aware that more ad-
ministrations of naloxone over
a longer period may be re-
quired to reverse an overdose.
    The Livingston County
Health Department (LCHD)
and Institute for Human Re-
sources (IHR) - Counseling
Services are working in part-
nership to reduce harm to indi-
viduals and prevent
overdose-related deaths. Free
naloxone kits and training on

how to administer this life-sav-
ing drug are available through
the LCHD by appointment.
Community groups and local
businesses may also request to
host a free educational presen-
tation with naloxone kits avail-
able for participants.

    There is help. Contact the
Illinois Helpline for Opioid and
Other Substances (Helplineil.
org) by calling 833-234-6343
or texting “HELP” to 833234.
Individuals and families are
also encouraged to reach out to
IHR Counseling Services by
calling 815-844-6109 for ad-
diction and recovery support.

Opioid Overdose Increase in Kankakee County
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