
by Brandon LaChance

    In 2020, Gardner-South
Wilmington band director
Michael Leone was chosen as
one of 250 band directors by
the Michael D. Sewell Memo-
rial Foundation to take part in a
float in the Rose Parade.
    After Covid-19 hit, the 2021
parade was canceled. Leone
wasn't able to receive the full
benefits of being one of the
great band directors spread
across the country.
    This New Year’s weekend
was a different story as Leone
was able to play his trumpet
down Colorado Boulevard in
Pasadena, Calif. to help honor
music education and usher in
the Rose Bowl Game between
the Ohio State University and
the University of Utah played
on Jan. 1.
    “We were supposed to be
walking behind the float as
they were saluting all the band
directors. Then a note was sent
out asking about instruments. I
said I was a trumpet player.
They sent, 'We talked to the
Rose Parade and we're going to
play.' Then they formed us into
a group.”
    Although the parade and the
Rose Bowl, which is a College
Football Playoff Semifinal, were
on Saturday, Leone’s excursion
was Wednesday-Sunday.
    Here is a timestamp (in Cen-
tral Time Zone) of the GSW
band director's Rose Parade
journey.

6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 29
    “I arrived at LAX (Los An-
geles International Airport) and
by the time I got to my hotel, it
was 4 p.m. on the west coast. I
met up with all of the band di-
rectors and we played until 10
p.m.”
    “Obviously, I'm not a rock
star, but it was the rock star ex-
perience. Even when we were
at rehearsals, they were being
filmed. It was raining on
Wednesday when I got there.
We rehearsed for about four
hours inside. That's when I
knew this was real.”

6 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 30
    “We had a rehearsal and a
performance at Band Fest, in
which all the Rose Parade
bands get an opportunity to

perform beforehand. We prac-
ticed how we were getting on
the field, running through the
song. When we went outside,
the stands were full of people
that were there just to watch us
rehearse.
    “Everywhere we went it
was police escort. There was a
turn the same as there is for one
of the Rose Parade TV zones,
we were practicing, and there
were people just cheering us
on. It was insane. I'd never seen
so many people go just to
watch you practice. It was un-
believable.”

Thursday Afternoon
    “When we played at Band
Fest, they started listing off
names and all of the awards
and accomplishments of the
band directors. They would say
a different award and people
would raise their hands. They
asked, 'How many people were

Teachers of the Year in their
state?' People raised their
hands.
    “Then they said, 'We have
eight semifinalists for a
Grammy Award for Music Ed-
ucator of the Year.' I was one of
them. I didn't make the finals,
but I was a semifinalist.”
    “After we did Band Fest, we
got back on the bus and went to
the Rose Bowl. They were
showing us how we were going
to get introduced during half-
time of the game. 

Last Event of the Day
    “After a long day, Thursday
night we also had a banquet
and they started handing out
awards. Through the Fogelberg
Foundation (Dan Fogelberg,
from Pekin), I got an award for
being a leader of the band. I
also got a baton with a red han-
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• M A Y •
Wyllie Named Olney Head Coach

    Olney Community College named Casey
Wyllie, former Dwight Trojan, as their men’s
basketball team’s head coach.
    “Doing it at a place like Olney, I couldn’t
have asked for a better administration and it’s a
great town with great support,” said Wyllie. “I’m
really excited and thankful for the opportunity.”

• J U N E •
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Cullom, 

Celebrates 150th Anniversary
    On June 12-13, St. John’s Lutheran Church

in Cullom celebrated its 150th Anniversary with
music, food and fun for all, along with a special
worship service and pork loin dinner.

Regional Champs!
    The Dwight Lady Trojans’ softball squad de-
feated rivals Gardner-South Wilmington, 11-1,
on June 3 to capture the regional championship
title.

Trojans Find New Home in Tri-County 
Conference, Vermilion Valley Conference

    Following the disbanding of the Sangamon
Valley Conference, Dwight athletics joined the
Tri-County Conference – except for the Trojan

football program, which became a member of
the Vermilion Valley Conference.

Futures Celebrates 50 Years
    Futures Unlimited held festivities June 16 in
Pontiac to celebrate its 50th Anniversary, featur-
ing food trucks and ice cream.
    A Certificate of Recognition was presented to
Executive Director Patty Haberkorn from Sena-
tor Jason Barickman’s office.

Dwight Awarded 
ITEP Grant for Rt. 66 Walking/Bike Path

    The Village of Dwight will be the recipient of
a $735,000 Illinois Transportation Enhancement
Program (ITEP) Grant, which will be used to

create a bike and walking path by restoring the
out-of-service southbound lane of Rt. 66 from
Lions Lake to Morris Road, then continuing
south along Morris Road and connecting with
Renfrew Park.
    Work on the project is not expected to begin
until 2022.

Dollar General Now Open in Saunemin
    Dollar General announced its store at 26867
E. 1800 North Road in Saunemin is now open,
and plans to employ approximately six to 10
people, depending on the individual needs of the
store.

(continued on page 2)
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Dealer will not honor pricing errors in this ad.
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BUICK

LUCERNE CXL

Local Trade
Leather, Sunroof

$8,990

– NEW ARRIVAL –

Stock
#134761

Dwight Village Board Special Meeting
EMS Director Hired, Another Paramedic Fired
by Mark Boma

    The Dwight Village Board
convened in a special meeting
on Tuesday January 4 at 4:30
p.m. to address employment is-
sues in the EMS Program. 
    Prior to any official busi-
ness, Patricia Groll addressed
the Board providing her feed-
back and input on the recent
firing of paramedic Samantha
Marshall. She expressed her
opinion that there have been in-
fractions by other village em-
ployees in the past that she
would consider more serious,
and no similar disciplinary ter-
mination had taken place. The
Board thanked her for com-
ments.

    In New Business, the Board
proceeded to approve the hiring
of two new employees.
Michael Callahan,who was
present at the meeting, was

hired as EMS Director, and
Joseph Beagle was employed
as part time EMS B. Following
the hiring action, the Board
voted to move into executive
session. 
    After more than an hour of
deliberation, the Board re-
turned to regular session and in
further personnel matters voted
4 - 0 to terminate paramedic
Rachel Keller.

    Along with Mayor Paul
Johnson and Village Adminis-
trator Kevin McNamara,
trustees in attendance were
Randy Irvin, Marla Kinkade,
Pete Meister, and Justin Eggen-
berger. Absent were Chuck
Butterbrodt and Jenny Johnson.

Michael Callahan

GARDNER-SOUTH WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
Band Director Michael Leone played the trumpet in Jan. 1's
Rose Parade in Pasadena, California. Leone was selected by
the Michael D. Sewell Memorial Foundation as one of ap-
proximately 250 band directors from around the country to
walk along Colorado Boulevard sharing the gift of music. 

What an Experience...
Timestamping Leone’s Rose Bowl Adventure

(continued page 11)

Sweat Factory is open

by Brandon LaChance

    In November, a sign on the
door of the gym in Dwight read
temporarily closed.
    Members were shocked and
wondered what was next for
their fitness journey without a
center in town to cut some
calories and work up a sweat.
    Stephan and Rodney Con-
nor and Shayla and Harold
Smith, all gym members who
participated in Crossfit classes,
immediately put their brains to
work to figure out a way to
help reopen the gym.
    “This gym has changed my
life for sure and I believe the
same could be said for all four
of us through the Crossfit pro-
grams that have been here,”
Rodney Connor said. “It’s been
really important to all of us.
One day a lot of people came to

the gym and the doors were
locked.
    “That scared us because we
need a place to work out at in
town. We immediately called
the landlord of the building
(Jeff Schade) and asked, ‘What
do we need to do to get this
place opened?’ We all have our
own jobs, so this is a part-time
job for all of us. I don’t think
any of us would have been
willing to take on the gym by
ourselves. We split it and de-
cided to share the work, the
risk, and the income of owning
a gym in a small town.”
    The ownership group re-
named the gym located at 108
Watters Dr. to the Sweat Factory.
    The Sweat Factory opened
membership signup on Dec. 8
and opened the doors Dec. 10.
Jan. 15 will be the grand open-
ing as a ribbon cutting will be

held at 8:45 a.m. and an open
house will be 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
    “I’m pretty excited. It’s kind
of surreal, but we’re getting a
lot of great feedback,” said
Stephan Connor, who is a
painter who applies his craft to
signs, murals, and basically any
canvas looking for a splash of
color. 
    “I never thought I’d be in-
volved in something like this
until a month and two weeks
ago. I was taking classes at the
gym and Shayla was the in-
structor. We watched the gym
deteriorate week after week.
We kind of talked after class a
few days. Then we talked to
Rodney and then we met with
the old gym owner (Jennifer
Woodburn) to see if it was
something we would even be
interested in and then it went
from there.
    “We feel pretty strong with
the support we have had with
the village. When they found
out we were taking the gym
over, lots of people reached
out. Everybody in town knows
all of us. They’ve known us for
a long, long time.
    “I didn’t expect anything
like that. I went to the grocery
store and people told me thank
you for opening the gym. A lot
of people are excited that it’s

(continued to page 9)
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Dec. 30 – high 36°, low 30°
Dec. 31 – high 41°, low 32°
Jan. 1   – high 34°, low 16°

2” snow
Jan. 2   – high 21°, low 0°
Jan. 3   – high 20°, low 1°
Jan. 4   – high 32°, low 17°
Jan. 5   – high 17°, low 3°

trace flurries
One Year Ago – Jan. 12, 2021

high 29°, low 23°

Temps - 2021/22

Tickets Issued 
by Dwight Police

    December 30: Jacob W.
Smith, 31, Creve Coeur, driv-
ing 15-20 MPH above limit;
James M. Andreasen, 21,
Dwight, operate uninsured
motor vehicle.
    December 31: Rebecca M.
Cortez, 33, Dwight, poss.
cannabis/10-30 gram/1st;
Olivia R. Cortez, 25, Dwight,
poss. cannabis/10-30 gram/1st;
Erron L. Hall II, 27, Kankakee,
driving 21-25 MPH above
limit; Teddy J. Bryan, 61,
Bourbonnais, driving 15-20
MPH above limit.
    January 3: Jay V. Dunn, 58,
Dwight, improper traffic lane
usage; Jin Chuanzhi, 34,
Bainesville, GA, fail obey stop
sign.
    January 4: Gabrielle A.
Shaffer, 34, Champaign, fail
obey stop sign.

    Persons in the police report
are innocent of any charges
until proven guilty in a court of
law.

18 Written Warnings
    Disobey Stop Sign – 9;
Speeding – 4; Improper Turn
Signal – 1; No Registration
Plate Light – 2; Expired Regis-
tration – 1; Fail to Notify
S.O.S. - Change of Address –
1.

Dwight Police Blotter
    December 31: Dwight Po-
lice conducted a traffic stop.
Citations for Possession of
Cannabis in a Vehicle were is-
sued to Rebecca Cortez, 33, of

Dwight, and Olivia Cortez, 25,
of Dwight.

Ambulance Runs
by Dwight EMS

    December 30: Delaware,
trauma, refusal; Chippewa,
fire; Delaware, trauma, refusal.
    December 31: 2900 N.,
trauma, refusal; Main, medical,
Morris; Delaware, trauma, re-
fusal.
    January 1: Front, medical,
St. James; Mazon, trauma,
Morris.
    January 2: North, medical,
Morris; Delaware, medical,
Morris; Union, medical, St.
James; William, medical, Mor-
ris.
    January 3: Waupansie, med-
ical, Morris; Union, trauma, re-
fusal; Seminole, medical, St.
James; Mazon, medical, Mor-
ris, mutual aid from Gardner;
Waupansie, medical, Morris.
    January 4: Mazon, medical,
refusal; Union, fire; Greenfield,
trauma, refusal.
    January 5: Wolf, medical,
St. James; East, trauma, re-
fusal; Columbia, fire, no pa-
tient; Main, medical, Morris.
    January 6: Mazon, medical,
Morris; Mazon, medical, Mor-
ris, mutual aid from Gardner;
James, medical, refusal; I-55,
trauma, refusal, mutual aid
from Gardner; Mazon, med-
ical, Morris.

It’s that time of year, when we gather our W-2s, 1099s and all the other forms and documents we need to file our
taxes. However, it’s also busy season for tax scammers. How can you avoid being scammed?

Your chief defense, of course, is to recognize a scam. Here are some of the most common ones:
• Tax-related identity theft – Some thieves might try to steal your personal information and file a tax return in your
name, hoping to claim your refund. Always guard your personal data, especially your Social Security number (SSN).
You can also apply to the IRS for an Identity Protection Personal Identification Number (IP PIN). To succeed in their
efforts, identity thieves would have to know your unique IP PIN in addition to your SSN and other information. And
watch for signs that your identity has been compromised, such as the IRS rejecting your online return, saying that a
tax return associated with your SSN has already been filed. If this happens, you can file IRS Form 14039 – Identity
Theft Affidavit.
• “Ghost” tax preparers – These individuals aren’t supernatural, but their actions can be pretty scary. A ghost preparer
may finish your tax return but won’t sign it or provide a Preparer Tax Identification Number (PITN). This is a huge red
flag, possibly indicating any number of bad actions, such as using fake information to generate a larger refund, and
then charging you a fee based on that refund, or even worse, outright stealing the fee you’ve paid and then disappearing.
Don’t sign your return until your preparer has also signed it and included their PTIN. And check your own return to
make sure everything seems correct. To find a reputable tax preparer, ask your friends and relatives for referrals.
• “Phishing” emails claiming to be from IRS – You might receive emails that claim to be from the IRS but that come
from scammers. These “phishing” emails might contain messages saying, “Your account or tax return is locked or re-
stricted,” or, “You’re eligible to receive a tax refund.” Or the subject line of the email might contain a phrase such as
“Automatic Income Tax Reminder” or “Electronic Tax Return Reminder.” These emails may contain links to a website
that appears to be that of the IRS, but if you follow these links, you will be asked to open files that contain malware,
which could give the scammer remote access to your computer and your personal information. But the IRS does not
send unsolicited emails to taxpayers, it won’t discuss tax account information with you via email, and it won’t use emails
to solicit sensitive financial and personal information.
• Threatening phone calls – Tax scammers may call you, posing as IRS employees and demanding payment for
back taxes, penalties or fees that you don’t owe. In reality, the IRS won’t call you if you owe taxes without first sending
you a bill in the mail. Furthermore, the IRS will neither require that you pay your taxes a certain way, such as with a
prepaid debit card, nor ask for your credit or debit card numbers over the phone.

It’s unfortunate that tax scammers are hard at work, but by staying vigilant and getting professional help if you need
it, you can help protect yourself from being scammed – this year and every year. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Don’t Fall Victim to Tax Scams

McClarey Law Firm
Donald R. McClarey 

and Donald John McClarey
313 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight, IL 60420

(Also Engaged in the General Practice of Law)

Phone 815-584-1525 for a free consultation.
We are a Debt Relief Agency.  

We help people file for bankruptcy relief.

Bankruptcy Attorneys 
with 35 years experience in representing clients 

filing chapter 7 or chapter 13 Bankruptcy Petitions.
Fee for a chapter 7 is $1,400.00, paid in 2 installments

which includes the filing fee of $335.00 
paid to the Bankruptcy Court.

Twin Size Quilted
MATTRESSES

$60 Each
LEISER FURNITURE

HERSCHER, IL

Limit Two
Limited Supply

Dwight Economic Alliance
- Three seats on Dwight Economic Alliance Board set for elec-
tion on January 18, 2022.

- There are no requirements for the board except passion for
small towns, loving what you’re doing, and making a differ-
ence.

- To pick up an application, questions, or to return the appli-
cation, DEA office is located at 132 E. Main Street, Dwight,
IL  60420, call 815-584-1830, 
or e-mail DwightEAStaff@gmail.com.
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    Dwight Fire Protection Dis-
trict responded to the following
incidents:
    December 31: Mutual Aid to
Verona.
    January 1: Motor Vehicle
Accident – Dwight Rd. @
Stonewall Rd.
    January 3: Motor Vehicle
Accident – Rt. 47 Near the RR
Tracks.
    January 4: Automatic Fire
Alarm – N. Union.
    January 5: CO Detector Ac-
tivated – S. Columbia.
    January 6: Motor Vehicle
Accident – I-55; Power Line
Down – Rt. 17.
    Dwight FPD also responded
to 18 medical assists with
Dwight EMS.
    In 2021, Dwight Fire re-
sponded to 869 emergency inci-
dents: 660 EMS-type incidents
and 209 Fire/accident/other re-
lated incidents.

Dwight 
Fire Incidents
12/31 - 1/7

Dwight VFW Post 2608

SPAGHETTI & MEAT BALLS
DINNER

2nd Friday of  Every Month
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Serving from 5-7:30 p.m. 

@ VFW Post 2608, 506 S. Old Rt. 66

Adults: $10   Children 6-12 yrs: $5 
5 yrs - Under: FREE

Thank you for your 
Support for the Veterans

Dwight VFW Post 2608
and its

Auxiliary

Railroads - Gardner IL History
The Chicago & Alton Railroad, which passes through Gardner, was built in 1853-4, the people of
Gardner and the vicinity contributing $3,000 for right of way. The first ticket agent at Gardner was
C.K. Snyder, and it is interesting to know that as he had no station house at the time, he carried all
his papers in a tin trunk. The “Big Four” railroad trains also stop at Gardner, although its station is
not in the center of the village as is that of the Chicago & Alton. Gardner’s business houses are cen-
tered in a compact area so that it is not difficult to attend to very important affairs, for a few blocks
hold the concerns mentioned above. There are some very comfortable homes at Gardner, and the
people themselves are alive, wide awake and progressive, eager to take advantage of improvements,
and utilize advantages offered.

Vermilion
Valley ETSB 
2022 Schedule
of Meetings

    The Vermilion Valley Re-
gional Emergency Communi-
cations Joint Authority is
scheduled to meet on the fol-
lowing dates in 2022:
    January 12 (Board); Febru-
ary 16 (Committee of the
Whole); March 16 (Board);
April 20 (Committee of the
Whole); May 18 (Board); June
15 (Committee of the Whole);
July 20 (Board); August 17
(Committee of the Whole);
September 21 (Board); Octo-
ber 19 (Committee of the
Whole); November 16
(Board); December (No Meet-
ing).
    All meetings begin at 11:00
a.m. in the Public Safety Com-
plex at 844 W. Lincoln Street
in Pontiac. Meetings are held
downstairs in the 911 Training
Room.

Premise Alert Program Aims to
Assist Those with Special Needs

and First Responders
    Do you have someone in
your home who would be phys-
ically unable to get out of the
house in case of a fire? Do you
have an adult child with
Autism or a developmental dis-
ability who has limited lan-
guage skills or may be a runner
if frightened? Do you know
someone that demonstrates
paranoia or depression and
may get defensive or combat-
ive if approached by a police-
man or sheriff’s deputy?
    Over a year ago, Livingston
County implemented a notifi-
cation system that passes perti-
nent information on to the
responding law enforcement
officer, firefighter, and ambu-
lance personnel to make them
aware and better-equipped to
understand and appropriately
respond to a call involving a
citizen with a special need.
    This voluntary and free pro-
gram was implemented by the
Livingston County Law En-
forcement community and
VCOM 911 and is named the
Premise Alert Program. The
program allows individuals,

legal guardians, or family
members to register someone
with special needs, such as
Alzheimer’s, Autism, hearing
impairment, mental illness,
etc., to be entered into the
county-wide database system.
    Brochures and registration
forms are  ava i lab le  on
livingstoncounty-il.org, Pon-
tiac.org, at the Chatsworth,
Dwight, Fairbury, Streator, and
Pontiac Police Departments, as
well as the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Department.

    Again, this is a voluntary
program and all information is
solely for the purpose of assist-
ing police, fire, and emergency
response agencies to more ef-
fectively respond to an emer-
gency situation. By providing
this information for the pur-
pose stated above, it does not
entitle the individual to any
preferential treatment nor a
timelier response to any emer-
gency or potential emergency
situation.
    Any questions – call 815-
844-7708.

    All Livingston County Of-
fices will be closed Monday,
January 17, in observance of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Livingston Cty.
Offices Closed
January 17

The Paper
815-584-1901

• J U N E •
(continued from page 1)

New Mexican Restaurant Serving 
Tex-Mex Cuisine, Margaritas

    Before June 23, there wasn’t a Mexican
restaurant in Dwight.
    Now, anyone who wants a burrito, tacos,
chimichangas and more can take a trip to El Can-
cun – a family-owned and operated business,
spearheaded by owner Jose Sanchez and his
wife, “The Boss”, Fabiola.

Sarff Places 4th in 

IWCOA State Championship
    DTHS junior Dillon Sarff wrestled for the
132-pound IWCOA State Championship in
Springfield June 24, finishing the tournament
with a 3-2 record and a fourth place medal.

DPD Assists in Apprehension 
of Murder Suspect

    On June 28, officers from the Dwight Police
Department were called to Northbrook drive at
10:45 a.m. regarding a theft from a vehicle.
    Dwight EMS and Dwight FPD were called to
treat a Marc Holliman, age 53, of Chicago, who
was bleeding from self-inflicted injuries. He was
transported to an area hospital and later released.

    Dwight officers later discovered the lifeless
body of Juanita Holliman, age 81, of Chicago –
the suspect’s mother – in the vehicle driven by
Holliman.
    The investigation determined the death of the
elder Holliman occurred in the City of Chicago
at the hands of her own son.

Dwight Village Clerk 
Jill Haacke Resigns

    The announcement of the resignation of
Dwight Village Clerk Jill Haacke was made at a
June 28 session of the Board of Trustees.
    Haacke resigned, effective June 30, after
serving as Village Clerk since March 1, 2017.

Diana Loschen Earns 
Lifetime Achievement Award

    Diana Loschen, agriculture teacher at Tri-
Point High School, was named the state winner
of the National Association of Agriculture Edu-
cators) Lifetime Achievement Award at the Illi-
nois Association of Vocational Agriculture
Teachers conference held in Carbondale.
    Loschen, who retired June 30, served as the
ag teacher and FFA advisor at Tri-Point HS for
over 30 years.

(continued on page 4)
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STEVE’S TIRE & Service Center
514 Liberty St. • Morris, IL
(815) 942-5080

We Service National Accounts
“there is a difference”

“The Tire Guys”

HOURS:
Mon - Fri: 
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

(continued from page 2)

• J U L Y •

Morris Hospital President, CEO 
Announces Retirement

    Mark Steadham, President and CEO of Mor-
ris Hospital & Healthcare Centers, announced
his plans to retire on July 1, 2022, after serving
12 years in the organization’s top leadership po-
sition.

Jim Ridings Authors New Book
    The little-known story of Ottawa’s tuberculo-
sis tent colony is now told in a new book by Her-

scher author, Jim Ridings, entitled “The Illus-
trated History of the Ottawa Tent Colony”.
    Ridings was at the LaSalle County Historical
Museum to sign copies on July 10.

Not Your Normal Family Ski Trip
    Scott Henderson and his daughter, Eva, both
of Lake Greenfield (South Wilmington),  partic-
ipated in the Illinois State Waterski Champi-
onships July 24-25 at Lake Richard in Dow. Eva
won the slalom event, while Scott won slalom
and tricks to defend his previous championships.
    “South Wilmington, Essex, and Reddick, be-
lieve it or not, are really a hotbed for water skiing

because of the recreation clubs and the strip mine
lakes around this area,” Scott said. “It’s a good
place to do what we do.”

Final Service at Emington 
Congregational Church

    Emington Congregational Church (United
Church of Christ) held its final worship service
on July 25, holding the service in the afternoon
so that visitors from other churches were able to
attend.

• A U G U S T •
Celebrating 100!

    William (Bill) Henry celebrated his 100th

birthday with a drive-by Birthday Celebration in
front of Heritage Health in Dwight August 1,
with friends and family going through the circle
drive to honor Bill.

Dwight EMS to Assume 
Coverage of Odell FPD

    Effective August 1, Dwight EMS will be pro-
viding ambulance service to the Odell Fire Pro-
tection District.
    The change came following an unexpected
announcement that Duffy Ambulance Service,
Pontiac, would be ceasing its emergency medical
services business.

(continued on page 5)
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Queen of Hearts
RAFFLE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DWIGHT VFW POST 2608
506 S. Old Rt. 66 • 815-584-9807

Tickets may be purchased until time of drawing.
Open daily 10:00 a.m.

DRAWING EVERY MONDAY @ 6 p.m.
JACKPOT OVER $6,525

FOOD SPECIALS - MONDAY 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY PIZZA SPECIALS

Dine in or carry out.   4-9 P.M.  BY RADAR

Sec. of State Jesse White’s Message
    This January 17th, please
join me in celebrating the life,
influence and contributions of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. This will mark
the 37th year our country has
honored Dr. King’s birthday as
a federal holiday and I encour-
age everyone to take a moment
to reflect upon how he im-
pacted our society with his phi-
losophy of embracing equality
and rejecting bigotry and seg-
regation.
    Dr. King served as one of
my earliest mentors while I was
a student at Alabama State Col-
lege in Montgomery, Alabama
in the early 1950s. I attended
church in northern Mont-
gomery where Dr. King served
as the pastor. I had the privilege
of listening and observing him
firsthand.
    In Alabama, I experienced
many challenges and frustra-
tions due to segregation.
African Americans were not al-
lowed to drink at certain water
fountains. We were prohibited

from sitting in certain seats on
buses and banned from eating
at many restaurants.
    Following the lead of Dr.
King, Rosa Parks and other
civil rights leaders, I partici-
pated in the Montgomery Bus
Boycott that ultimately led to
the desegregation of the public
transit system. This peaceful
protest taught me the impor-
tance of perseverance and
working together toward a
common goal.
    To this day, I remain im-
pacted by Dr. King’s teachings.
His values and dignified behav-
ior continue to inspire and res-
onate with me. I fondly
remember Dr. King attending
my college basketball games
and staying afterward to offer
me words of encouragement
and support. He made a differ-
ence in my life.
    As I consider the legacy of
Dr. King in my life, I also find
myself reflecting on my tenure
as your Secretary of State. This
year will be my 24th and final

year as Illinois Secretary of
State. I am filled with gratitude
and appreciation for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of
Illinois for six terms in this ca-
pacity.
    Sixty-three years ago, I es-
tablished the Jesse White Tum-
bling Team as a way to give
back to the community and to
help young people in need of
support and guidance. Because
of my desire to help others, I
became a teacher and a public
servant. I cannot imagine that I
would have become the first
African American elected as
Illinois Secretary of State in
1998 without Dr. King’s influ-
ence on my life and on society
as a whole.
    On this holiday, let us work
to emulate Dr. King’s philoso-
phy through our own lives. Let
us commit ourselves to the fol-
lowing: never discriminate or
dislike someone because of
race, creed or color; learn to
love your fellow man and
woman; do something good for
someone every day; and give
back to those less fortunate
when you become successful.
If we do these things, we honor
Dr. King through our actions.

Sincerely,
Jesse White

Illinois Secretary of State

    Godley Park District, 500 S.
Kankakee St. in Godley, will
host the following upcoming
events:

Godley Resident Luncheon
    Adults, 21+, from the Vil-
lage of Godley can join for a
complimentary luncheon
Thursday, January 20.
    BINGO starts at 10:00 a.m.,
with lunch being served at
noon.
    Must register by January 14.

Pizza Party BINGO
    Godley Park District’s fam-
ily BINGO night is back – and
it’s a pizza party.
    Join for a night of family
fun and tasty food Friday, Jan-
uary 21, from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Enjoy pizza, salad, a beverage,
and dessert as you play BINGO
games for prizes (no cash
prizes). They will play tradi-
tional and kid-friendly BINGO
games.

    Pre-registration is required
and there are no walk-ins. A fee
applies, with those age five to
12 receiving a discount.
    Must register by Monday,
January 17.

Lunch Out & About

    Go join the laughter and fun
as they venture to different area
restaurants.
    On Wednesday, January 26,
they will visit El Cancun in
Dwight. 
    Must register and provide
transportation fee by Wednes-
day, January 19. Lunch is on
your own.
    All trips depart at 10:30 a.m.

Seniors ALIVE!
    Those 55+ are invited to
join for a morning of BINGO
and lunch Tuesday, February 1,
with BINGO starting at 10:30
a.m.
    Those interested must regis-
ter and pay a fee by Monday,
January 24.

Applications for Marjorie J. Martin
Scholarships Now Being Accepted

    The Marjorie J. Martin
Scholarship trustees announced
January 7 that applications for
the 17th annual Marjorie J.
Martin Scholarships are now
being accepted.
    Applications are available at
Odell Public Library, Odell
Bank, Dwight Township High
School, and Pontiac Township
High School. To be eligible for
the scholarships, students must
live in the area currently served

by the Odell Fire Protection
District, Odell Public Library
District, or the Odell Grade
School District.
    Completed applications are
due March 1, 2022.
    The scholarship was estab-
lished by Marjorie J. Martin, a
lifelong resident of Odell and a
teacher in the Odell public
schools for 32 years who died
March 31, 2004. She stipulated
that scholarships be granted to

high school graduates seeking
continued education at an ac-
credited college or university in
the fields of liberal arts, music,
science, nursing, business or
engineering.
    In 2021, the trustees
awarded $72,000 to 15 students
from Odell. Scholarships were
awarded in recognition of aca-
demic and extracurricular ex-
cellence.

GCHD Updated on COVID-19
‘Pop-Up’ Testing Sites

     The Grundy County Health
Department is providing informa-
tion regarding local “pop-up” test-
ing clinics opening in Grundy.
     Be advised that several pri-
vately owned entities are establish-
ing “pop-up” COVID-19 testing
sites throughout and around
Grundy County. The Health De-
partment is not authorized to per-
mit or restrict these businesses.
The Health Dept. is not coordinat-
ing or providing any level of sur-
veillance or oversight to “pop-up”
clinic sites.
     Testing is scarce at local med-
ical facilities and pharmacies, but
these are licensed/regulated by

IDPH. Whereas the “pop-up” may
not be. Proceed at your own risk if
you decide to seek testing from
these “pop-up” testing sites.
     If you believe there may be
fraud or other criminal activity as-
sociated with a testing facility,
contact the Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral’s Consumer Complaint Divi-
sion online or call the Chicago
office at 800-386-5438 or TTY:
800-964-3013.

     In addition to medical facilities
and pharmacies, state-supported
community-based testing sites can
be found online at dph.illinois.gov
under the COVID-19 tab.

New 
COVID-19
Testing Site
Open in 

Livingston
County

    Livingston County has a
new, free COVID-19 testing
site open in Pontiac to help
meet increased need for test-
ing.
    Quick N’ Free Rapid/PCR
COVID Testing opened for
both PCR and rapid testing
January 10 at 1041 W.
Reynolds St. in Pontiac. Rapid
test results are provided within
15 minutes to two hours. PCR
test results are provided within
48 to 96 hours.
    No appointments or insur-
ance necessary. A valid
driver’s license or state ID is
required.
    Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday, 9:00
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and Satur-
day-Sunday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.
    This site is not affiliated
with the Livingston County
Health Department (LCHD).

Area COVID-19 Stats
as of January 10

    Total Tests
Town Performed Cases
Dwight 21,452 964
Herscher 5,278 429
Gardner 4,742 409
Odell 4,869 307
Mazon 3,406 302
Braceville 3,536 284
Essex 2,263 217
S. Wilmington 1,808 141
Verona 1,438 119
Cullom 2,663 119
Saunemin 2,246 118
Reddick 1,719 117
Cabery 1,608 102
Buckingham 1,311 93
Ransom 1,464 92
Kempton 1,381 83
Emington 980 80
Blackstone 953 55
Kinsman 1,077 38
Campus 678 24
Union Hill 232 15

County Tested Cases Deaths
Kankakee 406,978 24,298 301
LaSalle 388,718 21,263 331
Grundy 127,884 10,584 105
Livingston 198,224 7,973 116
Iroquois 92,081 5,832 92
Ford 57,760 3,434 59
Illinois - Confirmed Cases: 2,382,437; Deaths: 28,361; 
Probable Deaths: 3,299; Total Tests Performed: 44,992,122.
Probable cases are individuals who have been tested and are
found to have a positive test result by a local clinic using “rapid”
tests that are not, at this time, IDPH-approved tests. 

Numbers 
as of 

1/10/21

Statistics via:
dph.illinois.gov

LEGAL NOTICE
The following is notice pursuant to the Livingston County Zoning
Ordinance (Sec. 56, Code of Ordinances, Livingston County, Illi-
nois, including without limitation Article VIII – Wind Energy and
Sec. 56-622) ninety (90) days or more in advance of an antici-
pated permit application by Livingston Wind Project, LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company (“LWP”), for siting and spe-
cial use approval to construct, erect, install, and locate wind tow-
ers and a Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS) Project
identified as the Livingston Wind Project (the “Project”) in Liv-
ingston County, along with variations and such other waivers and
approvals as are required for the Project.

LWP will be hosting an Open House community meeting regard-
ing the Project from 4:30-7:00 p.m. on Tuesday February 8th at
Tri-Point High School at 100 East Van Alstyne Street, Cullom,
Illinois  60929. All interested persons are invited to attend the
Open House to learn more about the Project and to provide feed-
back to project developers. If applicable rules change so as to pro-
hibit in-person public gatherings, like the Open House at the
location above, then a link to a virtual on-line Open House will
be posted on the Project webpage identified below.

LWP is an affiliate of EDF Renewables, Inc. (“EDFR”), a market
leading independent power producer and service provider with
35 years of experience. EDFR and its affiliates build, own and
operate renewable energy power plants across North America, in-
cluding the nearby Kelly Creek and Pilot Hill Wind Farms in
Ford, Iroquois and Kankakee Counties. LWP is in the process of
developing the Project, an approximately 255 MW wind farm lo-
cated primarily in Broughton and Sullivan Townships. The Proj-
ect may also include up to three turbines in the northeast quarter
of Union Township, all located within a half mile of the Town-
ship’s eastern border. The Project may additionally include up to
four turbines and a substation in Round Grove Township, all
within a mile of the Township’s southern border. Hundreds of
your neighbors in Livingston County, representing approximately
29,000 acres of land, are participating in the Project in these areas.

More information about the Project, including a Project map, can
be found on the Project webpage, https://www.edf-re.com/
project/livingston-wind-project/. Additional information about
EDFR can be found here: https://www.edf-re.com/about-us/
who-we-are/.

For additional information regarding the Open House, please
email LWP at LivingstonWind@edf-re.com or call 1-844-943-
0723. For additional information regarding wind siting and the
application process in Livingston County, please contact the Liv-
ingston County Planning and Zoning Office at 815-844-7741.

smile :)

Saunemin Firemen’s Breakfast February 20
    Saunemin Fire Protection
District is celebrating 75 years
of service to the community
with its annual breakfast, set
for Sunday, February 20, from
7:00 a.m. to noon, at the Saune-
min Fire Station, 56 Center St.
in Saunemin.

    The menu includes pan-
cakes and sausage, and the
meals are takeout only.
    Donations will be accepted,
with proceeds going to pur-
chase new fire jackets and
equipment.

Godley Park District’s
Upcoming Events

City/Village        January 12                     January 5
Dwight $3.20                             $3.22
Kankakee $3.43 $3.26
Streator $3.44                             $3.32 
Pontiac $3.19 $3.22
Gardner $3.39 $3.39
Braceville $3.43                             $2.92
Morris $3.36 $3.27
Herscher $3.43 $3.43
Chicago $3.56                             $3.46
Illinois $3.44 $3.33
U.S. $3.30 $3.29
Sources: GasBuddy.com and U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Gasoline price data collected by 
The Paper and brought to you by Steve’s Tire.

Gas Prices For
This Week

Gasoline prices edged upward last week, driven pri-
marily by the price surge in crude oil, which is closing
in on $80 a barrel. Events on the far side of the globe
are fueling the recent rise. Social unrest and violence
in Kazakhstan, a member of the OPEC+ alliance, have
forced that nation to cut production. Before the recent
flare-up of violence, Kazakhstan pumped nearly 2 mil-
lion barrels of crude a day. In contrast, the United
States, as the top oil-producing country in the world,
pumped an average of 18.6 million barrels a day. Since
the global price for oil accounts for nearly half of what
consumers pay at the pump, higher oil costs will usu-
ally result in higher gasoline costs. The national aver-
age for a gallon of gas rose one cent to $3.30.
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Dwight FPD, EMS Assist 
in Emergency Incident at Heritage Woods

    The Dwight Fire Protection District and
Dwight EMS responded to Heritage Woods,
Dwight, for a fire alarm on August 4.
    The first fire company arrived to find that the
staff was evacuating residents from the facility
due to smoke filling up the common corridors
and hallways on the first floor.
    No residents or staff, nor firefighters, were in-
jured during the operation. Residents were all
back in the building in the morning and the prob-

lem which created the smoke was fixed.

Relay For Life Celebrates
 25-Year Anniversary

    The town square in Pontiac looked different
August 6, as there were luminaria displayed
along the courthouse and the courthouse lawn –
lit for the Relay For Life 25th Anniversary lumi-
nary ceremony honoring those lost because of
cancer, those battling cancer, and those who sur-
vived cancer.

Mead on the Rise
    Unpossible Mead in downtown Dwight cele-
brated Mead Day August 7 with a band, a food

truck, and the relaunching of its Mead Club.
    “Mead Day is a day of awareness,” said
owner Brian Galbreath. “It’s always the first Sat-
urday in August. We call it National Mead Day,
but it’s actually International Mead Day. Some-
one just picked a day on the calendar and said,
‘Mead Day’.

New Hair Salon 
in Dwight Offers Many Beautiful Options

    Taylor Weikle, 29, of Dwight, held the grand
opening of Taylor Rose Salon, at 106 West Main
Street in Dwight, on August 14.
    “This has always been a dream of mine,”
Weikle said. “I’ve always wanted to work for

myself.”

John Branz Named Grand Marshal of 2021
Herscher Grand Labor Day Parade

    The Herscher Chamber of Commerce and its
Labor Day Parade Committee announced that
John Branz, who grew up in Saunemin, was se-
lected as the Grand Marshal of the 2021 Her-
scher Grand Labor Day Parade.

Paddling the Mississippi
    Pontiac resident Dan Faust paddled the Mis-
sissippi River in his 141⁄2-foot kayak, the Tsunami
145, beginning his journey on May 29 at  Lake 

(continued on page 6)
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2021 Vital Statistics for Kankakee County
Reflects 1,268 Births

    Dan Hendrickson, Kanka-
kee County Clerk, released
vital statistics for Kankakee
County for 2021.
    As of January 5, 2022, there
were 1,268 births registered in
the county for 2021. This is 36
more than were registered in
2020.
    The most popular names for
boys were Levi, Liam, Oliver

and Benjamin. The most popu-
lar names for girls were Eve-
lyn, Layla, Nevaeh and Olivia.
    More children were born in
the month of October (120) in
Kankakee County than in any
other month in 2021.
    The County Clerk’s Office
issued 531 marriage licenses in
Kankakee County in 2021, the
same amount as in 2020. 

    The oldest groom was 79
years old, the oldest bride was
86. The youngest groom was
18 years of age, the youngest
bride was 19.
    September was the most
popular month to get married.
    There were 1,392 deaths in
Kankakee County last year – a
decrease of 18 deaths from
2020.

LTLD Adjusts for 
Increased COVID Positivity Rate

    Limestone Township Li-
brary District (LTLD) is con-
cerned with the rise of the
positivity rate within their com-
munity.
    Because of that, programs
held within the building are
being re-directed for the month
of January. This includes any
group meetings held in their
meeting room. They will use
Discord and Facebook for li-
brary programs in order to en-
sure the safety of their patrons
and staff.
    The hours of the library will
not change and mask usage
within the library remains in
place. Should there be any
changes in accessibility of the
library, they will announce it in
newspapers, on radio stations,
Facebook, Instagram, and their
website.
    They are having a Winter
Reading Challenge that runs
through February 5. They are
working their way towards un-
derstanding the Danish “quality
of coziness and comfortable
conviviality that engenders a
feeling of contentment or well-
being,” otherwise known as
hygge (hue-gah).

    There will be a variety of
challenges found on the
Beanstack app and log-in
sheets at the library. These
challenges will help patrons
learn about hygge and how
they can add these practices
into their own lifestyle. To find
their challenge pages on the
Beanstack app use this address:
limestonelibrary.bean
stack.org.
    Every 100 minutes logged
earns a ticket for one of their
three raffle baskets that are
built on the hygge theme. 
    Science Demo will air on
Facebook Wednesday, January
12, at 6:00 p.m. with Ms. Faith
and Ms. Holly. Watch as they
demonstrate a science experi-
ment using items you can find
in your home. This program is
for kids in first through fifth.
    STEAM Workshop, a part
of their Getting Ready for
Kindergarten grant program,
will be held Thursday, January
20, at 6:00 p.m. Each partici-
pant who signs up will receive
a kit to complete an experiment
with adult supervision follow-
ing along a video with Mr.
Austin on Facebook. This pro-

gram is sponsored by the Com-
munity Foundation of Kanka-
kee River Valley.
    Every Saturday, they have a
new take-it-and-make-it craft
that anyone can pick up. The
crafts are geared for children in
first through fifth grades. You
can always post your finished
product on Facebook or Insta-
gram and tag Limestone Town-
ship Library District.
    Every day that the libray is
open, their first hour is reserved
for those community mem-
bers/patrons with compromised
immune systems, and/or who
are seniors. Their remaining
hours are open to all members
of the community.
    Masks are required for all
visitors from the age of two and
up while in the library building.
Contactless Curbside Service is
also available for those who
want their checkouts taken to
their vehicle. 
    Any questions? Call them at
815-939-1696, e-mail them at
info@limestonelibrary.org, or
message them at Facebook or
Instagram. Visit their website at
limestonelibrary.org for more
information.

Adult Fiction
     Autopsy by Patricia Cornwell;
The Dark Hours by Michael Con-
nelly; Daughters of War by Dinah
Jeffries; Fear No Evil by James
Patterson; Flying Angels by
Danielle Steel; Go Tell the Bees
That I Am Gone by Diana Gibal-
don; Mercy by David Baldacci;
Never by Ken Follett; The Post-
mistress of Paris by Meg Waite
Clayton; The Thursday Murder
Club by Richard Osman; Wish You
Were Here by Jodi Picoult; The
Wolf by J.R. Ward.
DVD
     American Night; The Crown,
Season 4; Dear Evan Hansen;
Emily in Paris, Season 1; Flag
Day; Hinterland, Series 1, 2, & 3;
Jungle Cruise; The Match; One
Shot; Paw Patrol: Pups Save the
Alien; Paw Patrol: The Movie;
Pig; Reminiscence; Respect;
Surge; Venom: Let There Be Car-
nage; Zone 414.
Young Adult
     City of the Dead by James Pat-
terson; The Midnight Lock by Jef-
fery Deaver.
Audiobooks
     No One Goes Alone by Erik
Larson.
Adult Nonfiction
     The Atlas of a Changing Cli-
mate by Brian Buma; The Dawn of
Everything by David Graeber; The
Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows by
John Koenig; Flying Blind by
Peter Robison; The Library: A
Fragile History by Andrew Pette-
gree; Mind-Blowing Magic Tricks
for Everyone by Oscar Owen; The
Taking of Jemima Boone by
Matthew Pearl; Where the Deer
and the Antelope Play by Nick Of-

ferman.
Easy/Juvenile
     The Bad Mood! by Moritz
Petz; Bathe the Cat by Alice B.
McGinty; Bigger Than a Bumble-
bee by Joseph Kuefler; Cat Kid:
Comic Club Perspectives by Dav
Pilkey; Child of the Flower-Song
People by Gloria Amescua; Cold
Turkey by Corey Rosen Schwartz;
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: A Novel in
Cartoons by Jeff Kinney; Doris’

Dear Delinquents by Emma Ward;
Dragon Was Terrible by Kelly
DiPucchio; Fox: A Circle of Life
Story by Isabel Thomas; I Don’t
Want to Read This Book by Max
Greenfield; I Love You More Than
All the Stars by Becky Davies;
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening by Robert Frost; What Is-
abella Wanted by Candace Flem-
ing; Winter Lullaby by Dianne
White; Yes! No. by Kellie Byrnes.

New Books at Odell Library

Morris Hospital Issues Alert 
Regarding Potential Phone Scam

    Morris Hospital & Health-
care Center is alerting the pub-
lic of a potential phone scam
that may appear as though the
call is coming from the hospital
or one of Morris Hospital’s
Healthcare Centers.
    Based on reports received
from patients, the caller claims
to be from Morris Hospital or a
specific provider’s office asso-
ciated with Morris Hospital and
states that they are working
with the patient’s provider,
often correctly stating the

provider’s name.
    Most commonly, the caller
states that the patient’s provider
has asked the caller to make
arrangements to send medica-
tions or medical supplies di-
rectly to the patient’s home.
The caller may also state that
they have been asked to order
genetic testing for the patient.

    According to Morris Hospi-
tal, these calls are not legiti-
mate but instead are likely
scams intended to obtain addi-

tional personal information
from the patient, including
home address and the patient’s
Medicare number. Anyone who
receives a suspicious call
should not provide any infor-
mation and hang up.

    Patients who are concerned
that their provider might have
been trying to reach them can
call their provider’s office
using the phone number they
normally call to set up appoint-
ments.

Morris Hospital Reports Short Supply 
of Monoclonal Antibody Therapy

    Individuals hoping to re-
ceive outpatient monoclonal
antibody infusion therapy to
treat COVID-19 may be in for
a disappointment.
    The Illinois Department of
Public Health has announced a
pause in the distribution of the
two popular therapeutics that
were being used at Morris Hos-
pital to prevent hospitalization
in high risk individuals due to
data showing they are not ef-
fective against the now-domi-
nant Omicron variant. Another
monoclonal antibody therapeu-
tic, sotrovimab, has remained
effective against the Omicron
variant, but it is now both in
high demand and in low sup-
ply.
    While Morris Hospital has
received a very limited supply
of sotrovimab, future allot-
ments still remain uncertain.
Prior to the Omicron variant,
Morris Hospital was adminis-
tering as many as four to six
monoclonal antibody infusions
per day when supply was at its
peak.
    “It’s disheartening consider-
ing the high rate of infection
and hospitalizations,” says
Alyssa Knoderer, pharmacy di-
rector at Morris Hospital &
Healthcare Centers. “The real-
ity right now is that we have
very, very few doses available
due to the significant demand
because there are so many peo-
ple who are COVID-positive.
There’s just less overall to go

around.”
    The monoclonal antibody
infusion delivers a neutralizing
antibody medicine containing
man-made antibodies that are
similar to the antibodies of pa-
tients who recovered from
COVID-19. Since December
2020, it has been given to high
risk patients at Morris Hospital
in an effort to minimize hospi-
talizations. Patients eligible for
treatment have mild-to-moder-
ate COVID-19 infection and
meet specific criteria that
makes them at higher risk for
severe illness.
    In addition, those being con-
sidered for monoclonal anti-
body infusion must be able to
be scheduled for infusion as
soon as possible after testing
positive for COVID-19 and
within 10 days of symptom
onset. Hospitalized patients and
those requiring oxygen therapy
are unable to receive the treat-
ment.
    While monoclonal antibody
infusion has been an important
tool to help prevent hospitaliza-
tion in high risk individuals,
Knoderer emphasizes that it is
not an alternative to getting
vaccinated. She believes this
point is of even greater impor-
tance considering the infusion
is in such short supply.
    “Vaccination is always the
best option in the fight against
COVID-19,” Knoderer says.
“It’s the safest and most effec-
tive method against severe ill-

ness and hospitalization.”
    Among other approved
treatments, one encouraging
development came in Decem-
ber when the FDA gave emer-
gency-use authorization of two
oral antiviral medications that
aim to reduce hospitalizations.
But Knoderer says many un-
knowns are still left to be an-
swered about these medications
both with regards to distribu-
tion and eligibility due to po-
tential drug interactions and
other risk factors.
    Morris Hospital’s COVID
hospitalizations have been
above 30 patients each day
since December 3. The only
other time COVID hospitaliza-
tions have been above 30 pa-
tients since the start of the
pandemic was over a six-day
period in November 2020. Jan-
uary 7 marked the 35th consec-
utive day that Morris Hospital
had more than 30 hospitalized
COVID patients.

A MORRIS HOSPITAL nurse prepares monoclonal antibody
therapy.

Auto and Heavy Duty Truck Collision Specialists

Go For It –
Advertise in 

The Paper...
Success is Fun.  
815-584-1901

Most procedures are performed in our office.
• Dentures • Implants • Extractions 

• Nitrous Oxide/Sedation Options  • Evening Availability
•Whitening/Cosmetic Procedures  •Work With Most Insurances

815-634-4999 • www.coalcitydental.com
645 E. Division St., Coal City, IL 60416

COAL CITY DENTAL
Dr. Ahmad and Dr. Ali

Still Catering to the “Dental Coward” after all this time!

Call Today for your Consultation!

Friendly, Familiar Faces
Our priority is to provide top-quality dental care.

Open House
for Leslie Houch

Thursday, Jan. 13 • 3:30 - 5:30
Dwight Village Hall Board Room

209 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight

After working 21 years at the Dwight Village Hall
Leslie is leaving her position and moving to Alabama.
Leslie’s husband, Charlie, is hosting the Open House
and invites everyone to stop by and say goodbye. 

Leslie has made many friends in her 26 years in Dwight
and would love the chance to see everyone!
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Itasca, Minnesota, and ending it at Burns Point
Park in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana – a total dis-
tance of 2,125 miles.

Dwight Appoints 
New Village Clerk

    The Dwight Village Board of Trustees met on
August 23 and approved a recommendation to
appoint Whitney Scott, a DTHS graduate, as
Dwight’s Village Clerk, effective September 1.
Her term will run until the next Consolidated
Election in Spring 2023.

Townhomes Proposed 
for 401 W. William Street, Dwight

    John Cronin of North Arrow Realtors was
present at the Dwight Village Hall August 31 to
give a presentation on a proposed townhome de-
velopment on West William Street in Dwight.
    The four-acre, $7 million project is being
built by North Arrrow Partners of Villa Park and
will be comprised of 32 residences in eight town-
home buildings.
    Construction is slated to begin in the spring
of 2022 and take 12-14 months to complete.

• S E P T E M B E R •
It’s Time to Eat

    Dwight’s Rhonda Branz took over the helm
of Dwight Pizza April 1 after working for the
previous owner, John Nakashima, for about 10
years – revamping the original name to Dwight
Pizza & More, while adding some new menu
items and redesigning some of the interior of the
restaurant.

Braceville Elementary School 
Receives Recognition from 
Midwest PBIS Network

    Braceville Elementary School District #75

was recognized by the Midwest Positive Behav-
ioral Interventions and Supports Network with
13 badges for their work toward fully and suc-
cessfully implementing a school-wide frame-
work that leads to improved student outcomes
both with social-emotional competence and ac-
ademics.

Domestic Disturbance in Dwight 
Results in Two Stabbing Victims

    On September 9, Dwight Police were called
to the 100 block of W. Waupansie St. in Dwight,
in reference to two stabbing victims.

(continued on page 7)
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Area Students Make 
WIU 2021 Fall Dean’s List

    A total of 1,164 undergrad-
uate students enrolled at West-
ern Illinois University were
named to the Fall 2021 Dean’s
List, including the following
area students:
• Blackstone: Eden E. Beier
(sophomore).
• Braceville: Sophia I. Berrong
(freshman); Joseph R. Svoboda
(junior).
• Coal City: Joshua M. Olesen
(senior).
• Dwight: Lucy T. Rieke (se-
nior); James L. Soto (senior).
• Fairbury: Colton Cottrell
(senior); Sophiana E. Small
(senior).

• Mazon: Alexis L. Davis
(sophomore).
• Pontiac: Alec J. Bristow (se-
nior); Michael J. Fitzsimmons
(junior).
• Seneca: Faith E. Hacker (ju-
nior).
• Verona: Kylie Winsor (se-
nior).
    To receive this award, an
undergraduate student must
earn at least a 3.6 grade point
average on a scale of 4.0,
which equals an A in a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours of
graded courses; pass-fail hours
are not counted (e.g., student
teaching, internships).

Rodney Ford, age
78, of Gardner, Illinois
passed away Wednes-
day, January 5, 2022 at
Advocate Good
Samaritan Hospital in
Downers Grove.

Rodney was born
June 9, 1943 in Joliet,
Illinois to the late Fred
and Pearl Ford.

He graduated from Gardner
- South Wilmington High
School. He married Sharon
Ford (Austin) on January 9,
1965 in South Wilmington, Illi-
nois. He worked as a machinist
for Caterpillar for 35 years,
where he retired in 1996. He
was a veteran of the U.S.
Army, serving in Germany dur-
ing the Vietnam Conflict. 

He was involved with the
Knights of Columbus and the
Catholic Men’s Club of St.
Lawrence Parish.

Rodney was preceded in
death by his mother, father, sis-
ter, brother-in-law, nephew,
and his infant daughter who
passed away at birth; and his
father-in-law and mother-in-
law, John and Delores Austin.

Rodney is survived by his
wife, Sharon Ford; his two

daughters, Toni
Schaner and Teri
Ford; and his four
grandchi ldren :
Ryan Schaner,
Kaylee Schaner,
Julia Kevin and
Jack Kevin.

Cremat ion
rites were ac-
corded.

A Memorial Visitation for
Rodney was at the R. W. Pat-
terson Funeral Home & Cre-
matory, Braidwood, Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 from 11:00
a.m. until the time of the prayer
service at 1:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be given to GSW High
School Bass Fishing Team,
where we hope to inspire oth-
ers to find a love of fishing just
like Rodney did.

Rodney’s family wishes to
extend their sincere thanks to
the doctors and nurses at Mor-
ris Hospital and Burgess
Square Rehabilitation Center
in Westmont.

For more information and to
sign his online guestbook,
please log on to: www.rwpatte
rsonfuneralhomes.com or find
us on Facebook.

Rodney Ford

D W I G H T  –
Michael E. Foley,
49, of Coal City, Illi-
nois passed away at
3:58 a.m. on
Wednesday, January
5, 2021 at Morris
Hospital in Morris,
Illinois.

Private family
services will be held
and a burial will follow in Sa-
cred Heart Cemetery, Campus,
Illinois.

Hager Memorial Home is in
charge of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als in Michael’s name may be
made to an education fund for
his daughter, Lilly.

Michael was born Decem-
ber 16, 1972 in St. Mary’s Hos-
pital, Kankakee, a son of Leo
“Paul” and Barbara Ann
(Bauer) Foley. His mother sur-
vives in Campus, Illinois.

He is also survived by his
daughter, Lilly Ann Foley of
Coal City, Illinois; step-sons:
Dominick, Cameron and Vinny

Foley; brothers:
Joseph (Lori) Foley;
Nicholas (Mary)
Foley; and twin
brother, Mathew
(Kim) Foley; nieces
and nephews:
Samantha (Bryan)
Woods, Emily
Foley, Tristan Foley,
Alaina Foley and

Jordan Foley.
He was preceded in death

by his father, Leo “Paul” Foley.
Michael was a member of

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
and Teamsters Local 179. He
was a graduate of Herscher
High School. Over the years,
he worked for RTD Trans-
port/Grundy Redimix.

Michael deeply loved his
daughter and enjoyed spending
time with her. He also enjoyed
watching the Chicago Bears,
and could often be found pol-
ishing his truck.

This obituary may be
viewed and guestbook signed
at www.calvertmemorial.com

Michael E. Foley
Daniel G. Ben-

nett, 51, of Villa
Hills, Kentucky,
passed away unex-
pectedly Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021.

A celebration of
life will be from 12
until 2 p.m.,
Wednesday, January
12, at Seals - Camp-
bell Funeral Home, Marseilles,
Illinois.

Funeral services will be at 2
p.m. following the celebration
at the funeral home with Rev.
Kris Zierke officiating. The
family requests that you wear
your favorite flannel shirt to
honor Dan.

Burial will be in Mt. Hope
Cemetery in Seneca, where he
will be laid to rest near his
mother. Due to current State of
Illinois guidelines, face cover-
ings will be required.

He was born on January 23,
1970, in Verona, Illinois to
Gary and Karen (Biros) Ben-
nett.

Daniel   graduated   from
M-V-K High School with the
class of 1988. He formerly
worked for Alumax Aluminum
Company in Morris and was a
Local 75 Laborer in Joliet, Illi-
nois.

His career with CSX
Railroad spanned 26
years. He started his
career with them as
a conductor out of
Seneca-Ottawa line
and went on to be an
engineer out of the
Queensgate yard in
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Daniel proudly ad-

vanced to railroad dispatch at
the CSX home office in Jack-
sonville, Florida. He was also
a Union member of the railroad
and a lifelong member of the
Masons.

He loved a good game of
euchre, fishing, and riding
around in his golf cart. He en-
joyed talking with friends, lis-
tening to ’70s country music,
grilling by the pool, and riding
in Cadillacs. He also loved
playing a round of golf with his
daughter, Danielle.

He is survived by his loving
wife of 23 years, Julie; his
daughter, Danielle; his father,
Gary Bennett of Verona; his
sister, Angie (Joel) Issert; and
his niece and nephew, Alex and
Tyler of Wilmington.

Daniel was preceded in
death by his mother, Karen;
and both his maternal and pa-
ternal grandparents. 

Daniel G. Bennett

Isabelle Schultz Earns 
President’s List 

Honors at Shenandoah U.
    Isabelle Schultz, of Dwight,
is one of 428 students at
Shenandoah University, Win-
chester, VA, who made the
President’s List for the fall
2021 semester.
    Students who achieved this

prestigious academic recogni-
tion attained a grade point av-
erage of at least 3.90.
    Isabelle, who is majoring in
Sport Management, is the
daughter of Scott and Mary
Schultz of Dwight.

826 N. Ladd, Pontiac
(309) 319-1103

Visit PK UNKORKED WINE SHOP
& Tasting Room 

• New Location • 
826 N LADD, PONTIAC

The area's premier wine shop serving Livingston,
McLean and LaSalle counties since 2017

LIVE MUSIC! 
EVERY SATURDAY 6:30-9 p.m.

Jan 15- James Herr 
Jan 22- Jim & Tommy

Try our selection of Delicious foods including;
small Plates, Flat Breads, Charcuterie Boards 

and Weekend Specials.

Ask about our Wine Club!

COVID-19 VaccineWalk-In Clinic

Old Log Cabin
Restaurant, Bar & Catering

olgcbn@prairieinet.net
www.route66oldlogcabin.com

Mon. - Sat. 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Route 66 North, Pontiac 815-842-2908

Where Friends & Family Enjoy
Daily Breakfast & Lunch Specials

The Paper … Read it every week!

     Grundy County Health Depart-
ment is offering COVID-19 vac-
cine walk-in clinics every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday in January
(excluding the 3rd, 17th, and 31st),
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the
Grundy County Administration
Building, 1320 Union Street in
Morris.

     Vaccines available include
Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson &
Johnson.
     *First, second and third doses
are available for residents 12 years
and older. Booster doses are avail-
able for anyone 16 years and
older. * = subject to change
based on FDA/CDC approvals.

Franklin Corner
162 E. Main St., Dwight • 815-374-5080

HOURS: Wed.  4-9 p.m.; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 11a.m.-7 p.m.

New Items Arriving Every Day!
New Apparel • Jewlery • Home Decor • & More

§

SALE
Fall and Winter Clearance Now Underway Remaining Christmas

50% off
original price
- final call - 

Graffiti sweater $44 One Size

Round Neck Cable Knit $42 SML
§
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OBITUARIES

    Aaron J. Boma
     2016 ISU Grad

Minutes
with
Boma

5
This week, I am doing a ranking of something very near
and dear to my heart: caffeine. That’s the very broad
view of it. More specifically, I am going to rank the 5
best cups of coffee that one can enjoy at a given time or
event. 

As most great lists go, I am going to start at the 5th
best, and work my way to the number-1 best coffee. 

#5 - The weekend coffee. This can be Saturday or Sun-
day morning. This coffee is usually a little bit later than
the normal before-work coffee, but it’s nice to have the
pick-me-up while knowing there usually isn’t anything
too extensive planned for the day. Just a nice cup of
mud and a day to relax or knock out some tasks around
the house. A nice, ease-into-your-day cup. 

#4 - The afternoon coffee. You’ve knocked out what-
ever is your profession you had to handle in the morn-
ing. You’ve had your lunch. You’re probably riding the
small morale bump from lunch into the afternoon...and
then 2:30 happens. If you’re like me, and mildly to very
addicted to caffeine, this is where you need a cup to get
you through the rest of the day. And it usually does. 

#3 - The diner cup with brunch. There’s something
about coffee in the diner cup. (You know the cup.) It’s
usually slightly smaller than a regular coffee cup, is like
a dingy white/beige, and has some wear and tear to it.
But the coffee in it just works a little bit better in this
scenario. 

#2 - The pre road trip cup. This is usually coming from
a chain. Maybe a little fancier on the drink, with some
cream on top and some espresso infused into it. You’re
driving away with more than you would normally dress
up the coffee with, but it’s fine. You’ve got a lot to do.
You have to set your cruise and drive mindlessly for a
few hours. 

#1 - The morning cup. Old reliable. It never fails. It’s
always there for you. What’s the saying? Every great
morning starts with Folgers? Something like that.
Change Folgers to coffee and you’ve got yourself the
number-one rated coffee. (No free ads.) This has to be
number-one – it does the heavy lifting for the day and
I’m very grateful for it. 

Coffee Ranks

100 N. Franklin, Dwight • 815-584-1146
www.grieffsmonuments.com

Personalized Monuments
with Many Designs and Colors to Choose From

Personalized Gift Items
Perfect for every occasion!

Also Specializing in...
Trophies, Boulder Engraving, Plaques

Grieff’s Precious Monuments 
& Laser Etchings

Serving Pontiac, Cullom, Forrest,
Chatsworth and the surrounding areas.

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that on December 10, 2021, a cer-
tificate was filed in the Office of the County Clerk of Livingston
County, Illinois, setting forth the names and post-office addresses
of all the persons owning, conducting and transacting business
known as Dwight Vision Care Center, located at 110 E. Main St.,
Dwight, IL  60420.

Dated this 10th day of December, 2021.
Kristy A. Masching
Livingston County Clerk

(continued from page 6)

    Upon arrival, DPD observed a female with a
lacerated arm and a male with stab wounds to the
stomach and chest cavity.
    DPD Chief Tim Henson stated he believes it
was an isolated incident.

Body Recovered in Illinois River
    An autopsy was conducted September 5 on
the individual who was recovered from the Illi-
nois River near Peru September 4.
    The autopsy revealed that the decedent was
male, but due to the condition of the recovered
body, positive ID would take several weeks to

months.
    It was later discovered that the body was that
of missing person, Jelani Day.

School Bus Rolls Over 
in LaSalle County

    On September 9, LaSalle County Deputies re-
sponded to a Deer Park School bus rollover. The
bus, carrying three juvenile passengers at the
time, ended up rolling onto its side after the
driver, Mary E. Hatch, 51, of Varna, stated she
attempted to avoid an animal in the roadway.
    Hatch and all three passengers were trans-
ported to OSF St. Elizabeth for treatment of
minor injuries.

Area Author Jim Ridings Has 30th,
 and Final, Book Published

    A new book, “Western Kankakee County”,
has been published by Arcadia Publications. It is
the 30th book by Herscher author Jim Ridings.
He said this is his last book.
    The book covers the history of the towns in
western Kankakee Cty. – Herscher, Bonfield,
Buckingham, Cabery, Essex, Goodrich, Irwin,
Lehigh, Limestone, Reddick, Union, and the
now-gone coal mining town of Clarke City.

Strolling Along Rt. 66
    Dave Cox, and his poultry-pal pet, Sammi
Chicken, were traveling Rt. 66 and stopped off

at the historic Ambler-Becker Texaco Station in
Dwight to chat with volunteer attendants.
    “I have to say stopping into the Ambler-
Becker Texaco Station was one of my favorite
visits along Rt. 66.”

Lady Redbirds Win Regional and Sectional
    The Dwight Lady Redbirds softball team was
State-bound following a regional win over rivals
GSWB September 14, then a 10-0 victory over
Grant Park September 18.
       Dwight would fall to Bloomington Corpus
Christi at State September 24, by a score of 6-4

(continued on page 8)
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Raphael “Ray”
J. Corrigan, 88, of
Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, and for-
merly of rural
Blackstone, died
peacefully Monday,
December 27, 2021
at the Clement J.
Zablocki VA Med-
ical Center follow-
ing a lengthy illness.

It was Ray’s wish that there
be no visitation that might
jeopardize the health of family
and friends due to the COVID
pandemic.

Cremation rites were ac-
corded with private burial in
St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Ran-
som.

The Solon-Telford Funeral
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments. Peace of Mind Funeral
Home assisted the family in
Milwaukee.

He was born October 31,
1933 in Sunbury Township to
Martin R. and Mayme V.
(Broderick) Corrigan. He mar-
ried Valerie R. Armstrong Au-
gust 13, 1966 in Streator.

Surviving are daughter and
son-in-law, Shari and Paul
Hanneman of Franklin, Wis-
consin; granddaughter, Mar-
jorie Hanneman of Ithaca, New
York; grandson, Harrison Han-
neman of Chicago, Illinois;
former wife, Valerie R. Hebler,
Park Hill, Oklahoma; sister,
Mary Jo Corrigan of Pontiac,
Illinois; and niece Kathleen

Condon of Syca-
more, Illinois.

He was pre-
ceded in death by his
parents; brother,
Justin M. Corrigan;
and niece, Kristine
Corrigan.

Ray was a
lifelong farmer in the
Blackstone, Ransom

and Kernan areas. He was a
graduate of Dwight Township
High School, class of 1951,
and served in the United States
Army as a tank mechanic.

He was a member of the
former Immaculate Concep-
tion parish; the Msgr. George
A. Dzuryo Knights of Colum-
bus Council #790; and BPOE
Lodge #591.

Ray never knew a stranger
and is remembered for his con-
geniality and ability to con-
verse with anyone about any
topic. In his retirement, Ray
never missed a recital, concert,
or competition involving his
grandchildren. He would end
each event with a hearty “Good
show! Good show!”

The family is grateful to the
ninth floor palliative care team
at the Clement J. Zablocki VA
Medical Center for their loving
and dignified care of dad.

Memorials may be directed
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospi-
tal.

Online condolences may be
left for the family at:
www.solontelford.com

Raphael J. Corrigan
Gwen L. Suttory

Best Rosenfeld, 89,
of Elkhart, Illinois
passed away Tues-
day, January 4, 2022
at Heritage Woods
in Dwight, Illinois.

Visitation will be
held on Friday, Jan-
uary 14, 2022 from
12 noon to 1 p.m. in
St. Patrick’s Church in Elkhart,
Illinois. Mass will follow with
Rev. Joseph Dondanville offi-
ciating. The family is request-
ing masks to be worn.

Graveside services will fol-
low in Elkhart Cemetery. She
will be the seventh generation
of her family to be buried
there.

She was born July 29, 1932
in Elkhart, Illinois, a daughter
of William and Chrystle
Shockey Suttory. She grew up
in Fancy Prairie, Illinois. She
married William Best in 1952.
They divorced in 1977. Sadly,
he passed away in 2006. She
later married Lloyd Rosenfeld
in 1980. He preceded her in
death in 1992.

She is survived by her chil-
dren: Greg (Janet) Best of
Greeley, Colorado; Raymond
Best of Parker, Colorado;
Laura (Mike Martin) Haacke
of Dwight, Illinois; William
Best II of Lincoln, Illinois; and
Daniel (Ruth) Best of The Vil-
lages, Florida.

Six grandchildren; one step-
grandchild; 11 great-grandchil-
dren; two step-great-grand
children; one great-great-
grandchild; and five step-great-
great-grandchildren also
survive.

She leaves behind one
brother, Louis (Rochelle) Sut-
tory of Springfield, Illinois;
and many nieces and nephews;
great-nieces and nephews; and

a very dear niece,
Judy Carlson. She
also leaves three
step-children: Cindy,
Mike and Mark
Rosenfeld.

She was pre-
ceded in death by
her parents; two
brothers, William
and Darrell Suttory;

two sisters, Cordelia Shelton
and Leahdell Turner; and one
daughter-in-law, Pamela Best.

Gwen graduated from
Elkhart Community High
School in 1950, then worked
for Franklin Life Insurance as
a proofreader, and then as a
proofreader at Phillips Print-
ing.

She was co-owner of the
Buzz Box Tavern in Sherman,
Illinois and co-owner of the
Trojan Inn Cafe in Dwight, Illi-
nois. She worked for Play-
house Toys for 17 years, which
allowed her to travel all 50
states and nine countries. In
1994, she retired from State
Farm Insurance.

She spent her retired years
as the elected Village Clerk of
Elkhart, Illinois, serving from
1997 to 2009, and was treas-
urer of the Elkhart American
Legion Auxiliary until 2016.

She was a historian of the
Elkhart Community in having
written two books on the Vil-
lage and its residents. She was
a lifelong avid St. Louis Cardi-
nals fan and loved playing
rummy (only for money).

Due to Gwen’s dedication
and patriotism in supporting
our troops, memorials may be
made in her name to the Amer-
ican Legion Post 616.

Arrangements made by
Fricke - Calvert - Schrader,
Lincoln, Illinois.

Gwen Suttory Best Rosenfeld

Fern Burkhardt,
84, of Dwight, Illi-
nois passed away
peacefully at 4:20
a.m. on Wednesday,
January 5, 2022 at
Heritage Health in
Dwight, Illinois.

Fern was born
August 22, 1937, the
daughter of Odley
and Elna (Hahn) Ingram. She
married the love of her life,
Richard H. Burkhardt, on Sep-
tember 24, 1955, and got to
spend 65 amazing years to-
gether.

Surviving are her husband,
Richard of Dwight; one son,
Tom (Sandy) Burkhardt of
Dwight; five grandchildren:
Amie (Mikey) Graham of
Dwight; Angela Baggett of
Dwight; Justin (Shelly)
Burkhardt of Emington; Faith
(Nick) Lavezzi of Braidwood;
Katie (Pete) Stanton of
Chicago.

Also surviving are 10 great-
grandchildren: Blake and
Logan Graham of Dwight;
Lennox Baggett of Dwight;
Austin, Lane and Waylon
Burkhardt of Emington; Syd-
ney Christensen of Braid-
wood; Payton (Kellen)
Christensen of Effingham;
Owen and Claire Stanton of
Chicago.

She also leaves many nieces
and nephews, and her special
friends, Pam Wahl and Kathy
Bunting.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; her daughter,
Connie, who she missed dearly
for three years; and five broth-
ers: Kenny, Bob, Donnie, Lee
and Ralph.

Fern retired from Fox Cen-

ter after 30-plus
years. She had a
strong passion for
her job and people
she worked with and
cared for.

She was a
huge Bears and
Cubs fan. She treas-
ured watching all of
their games with her

husband, who also has a love
for the teams. For all who
knew them though, it was not
surprising to anyone of the hol-
lering back and forth that took
place between them during the
games.

Fern was a kind and all-
around great person to know.
She loved her family with all
her heart, and also adored visits
with family and friends. She
savored the occasional sweet
treat, and cherished it when her
granddaughter, Shelly, brought
in her mother’s famous bread
pudding. She was a very out-
spoken person who told you
how it was. Definitely a fire-
cracker for sure. If you knew
her, then you know Fern was a
blessing to have in your life,
and was very unique.

Memorials may be made in
her name to St. Jude’s, Fox
Center, or any charity of the
donor’s choice.

There will be no service per
Fern’s request. There will be a
service at a later date for the
family.

Arrangements are by Hager
Memorial Home in Dwight,
Illinois.

The family would like to
thank Heritage Health in
Dwight for all the care and love
that Fern got in her short stay
with them.

Fern Burkhardt

John J. “Joe”
Smith, 85, of
Dwight passed
away Friday, Janu-
ary 7, 2022.

Joe was born
December 1, 1936
to Miley and Ira
(Cary) Smith. He
graduated from
Young America
High School in
Metcalf, Illinois at the age of
16. He served in the U.S.
Army as a Russian translator
during the Cold War from
1955 to 1958, earning the
Good Conduct Medal.

Joe retired from Caterpillar
in Joliet after 35 years of serv-
ice to the company as a main-
tenance supervisor. He was a
member of the American Le-
gion and the First Congre-
gational Church, where he
served as a Deacon.

Joe was a huge fan of the
St. Louis Cardinals, played
several musical instruments,
and was an expert wood-
worker, but he loved nothing
more than his family.

Joe was a loving husband
for 63 years to Kay (Wood)
Smith. She survives in
Dwight.

He was also a proud and
devoted dad to Kayla (Steve)
Smith-Malm; Diana (Mark)
Watters; Michael (Karen)
Smith; and Patrick (Shannon)
Smith.

Joe fiercely loved his
grandchildren: Ryan (Mary

Beth) Andreasen,
Elizabeth (Aaron)
Bowden, Michael
(Kristina) An-
dreasen, Allison
Kelly, Christopher
(Kelly) Watters,
Alyssa (Kevin)
Kucera, John
Smith, Alexandra
Smith, Mackenzie
Haas, Hayleigh

Wert, and Madelyn Smith. 
He also truly enjoyed his

great-grandchildren: Evan and
Abby Andreasen, Clara and
Audrey Bowden, and Sawyer,
Harper and Callan Kucera. Joe
is also survived by one sister,
Geraldine Rienbolt; one
brother, Harold Smith; as well
as several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; brothers-in-law,
Earl Rienbolt, Don Wood and
Bill Wood; as well as his fa-
ther- and mother-in-law, Irvin
and Geraldine Wood.

Services will be held at
Hager Memorial Home in
Dwight on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 12. Visitation will be from
10 a.m. until 12 noon, with the
funeral immediately follow-
ing.

Burial will follow in Oak-
lawn Cemetery, Dwight.

Memorials may be made to
the American Heart Associ-
ation.

Joe was well-loved, and
will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.

John J. ‘Joe’ Smith

Family members of the deceased: 
Please instruct the Funeral Home 

to send information to:

The Paper
fax:  815-584-2196

or email:  
thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

Be Wise – Advertise in 
The Paper!
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SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS
SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS SPORTS

Tech-Ni-Kolor AutoCrafters, Inc.
105 Watters Drive • Dwight

815-584-2588 • 815-584-2584

Nate Bissey          

“Like us on Facebook”

(continued from page 7)

Dwight Rotary Club Presented
 ‘Rotary Citation’ Recognition

    Earl McCoy, immediate past President of
Dwight Rotary Club, was presented with the
most significant award a Rotary Club can
achieve – the “Rotary Citation” – at the club’s
September 15 meeting.

Harvest Days a Success
    Dwight Harvest Days was held September
16-19, after not setting up shop in downtown
Dwight in 2020 because of COVID-19.
    “What makes it successful is the community

was able to come out and enjoy themselves and
bring people together,” said Randy Irvin, presi-
dent of the Harvest Days Committee.

Dwight Resident Arrested for Possession,
Dissemination of Child Pornography

    Illinois State Police Division of Criminal In-
vestigation Zone 5 officials announced the arrest
of David A. Fromherz, 51, of Dwight, on Sep-
tember 29, for seven counts of Possession and
Dissemination of Child Pornography.

• O C T O B E R •
Multiple Agencies Combine

 to Get Answers in Jelani Day Case
    The LaSalle County Sheriff’s Office, Illinois
State Police, Peru Police Department, LaSalle
Police Department, and Bloomington Police De-
partment have combined a collaborative multi-
jurisdictional unit to further the ongoing
investigation into the death of Jelani Day, with
the assistance of the FBI-BAU.

Man Arrested for Pushing 
Woman Down Stairs

    On October 2, Dwight EMS responded to a
female who had reportedly fallen down the stairs
in the 200 block of East North St. in Dwight.
    After being transported to Morris Hospital,

staff there learned the victim had been pushed
down the stairs, and Dwight Police were noti-
fied – later arresting Ralph Coyle, 45, of Dwight,
on two counts of felony Domestic Battery and
one count of Aggravated Domestic Battery.

Grundy County Deputy Shot On Duty;
 Offender Detained After Car, Foot Pursuit
    On October 7, a Grundy County Deputy at-
tempted to conduct a traffic stop in Mazon when
the offending vehicle took off and was ultimately
involved in an accident just south of Grand
Ridge Road.

(continued on page 9)
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FIORITTO’S
ANTENNA & SATELLITE SALES & SERVICE

HD Antennas • Direct TV • Dish   
In business since 1969

7 Days A Week (call any time)
Veteran!Loca

lly 

Own
ed! (815)474-1365

Fully Insured

RAFFLE

As Always ~ Serving Lunch Every Day 
Dinner: Wed., Fri. and Sat. Nights

Dwight Country Club • 815-584-9825

Prize Pool $9,600
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

NEW RULE: Winner need not be present 
to win 70% of  pot or 50/50 Raffle.

Food available with limited seating and capacity. Casual Dress.

Drawing Every Thursday at 7 p.m.

Dwight Wins at Home Over GSW, 57-45
Saturday, January 8
Dwight vs. GSW
    It was rivalry night in Dwight January 8, as
the Trojans hosted the Gardner-South Wilming-
ton Panthers – earning a 57-45 victory.
    “We played a pretty well-rounded game,”
stated Dwight’s head coach Jeremy Connor. “We
stepped it up a little more on the defensive end.”
    Through the first three quarters, the Trojans
held GSW in check defensively, and kept them
at bay long enough late in the game to improve
to 7-7 (1-1 in TCC) on the season.
    “We fought until the end,” Panthers head
coach Allan Wills said, “but we just fell too far
behind in the first half.”
    Leading Dwight, and all scorers, with 21
points was Wyatt Thompson, who hit two threes
and went 3-4 from the line. Jeremy Kapper

added 14 points (2-2 FT), while Connor Telford
put up eight points (2 3-pointers). Kaleb Duden
was good for seven points (1 3-pointer), with
Landon Brown coming up with five points (1-3
FT). Dawson Carr chipped in with a bucket.
    For GSW, Cale Halpin was high scorer with
14 points (2 3-pointers), adding that to three
steals and two blocks. Garrett Grant (3-3 FT, 6
rebounds, 2 steals) and Gabe McHugh (11 re-
bounds, 4 steals) put up 11 and 10 points, respec-
tively. Ethan Mack and Bennett Grant each
scored four points, with Ryan Cacello providing
two points.

    The Panthers are now 5-13 overall, with a 1-
4 record in conference play. They will take on
Tri-Point Friday night at home.
    Dwight hosts Woodland on Friday.

Lady Irish Top Dwight, 49-25
Wednesday, January 5
Seneca vs. Dwight
    In a battle between Seneca and Dwight Janu-
ary 5, the Lady Fighting Irish were victorious,
49-25.
    “Started a little slow,” said Seneca’s Coach
Holman, “but our posts Emma Smith, Faith
Deering and Harleigh Varland really turned it up
a notch for us starting in the second quarter. It
was nice to see us getting some clean rebounds
and running the floor. We’re still working our
way back from being off over break – but tonight
was a step in the right direction.”
    Kennedy Hartwig had 20 points to lead the
Lady Irish. Smith followed with 10 points of her
own.
    For the Lady Trojans, cold shooting from be-

hind the three-point line haunted them through-
out the contest, going 1-19 from beyond the arc.
    Lilly Duffy was high scorer for Dwight with
10 points, adding that to four rebounds. Mikalah
Bregin had five points, three boards, a steal, and
one assist. Kassy Kodat came up with four
points, four rebounds, and two swipes. Brooke
Vigna had four points in the first quarter, in ad-
dition to seven boards, two steals, and an assist.
Njomza Asllani chipped in with two points, a re-
bound, and one steal. Alayna Airgood con-
tributed two steals and one rebound, with
Emerson Peters pulling down two boards to go
with two steals. Ellora McCullough had one re-
bound.
    The win puts Seneca at 11-8 overall, while the
loss sits Dwight at 3-15 on the season.

Monday, January 3
Dwight vs. Fieldcrest
    The varsity Lady Trojans
fell to Fieldcrest January 3 in a
non-conference match-up.
    Leading the way for Dwight
was Brooke Vigna with 15
points. Kassy Kodat con-
tributed five points, going 3-4
from the free throw line.
Mikalah Bregin had four points
(2-3 FT), with Lilly Duffy
scoring three points (1-1 FT).

Tuesday, January 4
Dwight vs. Prairie Central
    Dwight suffered a 56-41
non-conference loss to Prairie
Central January 4.
    Brooke Vigna led the Lady
Trojans with a double-double,
putting up 11 points and 17 re-
bounds. Mikalah Bregin regis-
tered 11 points, six boards,
three steals, and two assists.
Kassy Kodat added 10 points,

six rebounds, two steals and an
assist. Njomza Asllani rounded
out the scoring with nine
points, in addition to two steals
and one assist.

Thursday, January 6
Dwight vs. Henry
    In action against Henry Jan-
uary 6, the Lady Trojans lost a
heart-breaker in overtime, 27-
25.
    Kassy Kodat led Dwight
with 12 points, four steals, and
four rebounds. Brooke Vigna
added nine points, 10 boards,
with Mikalah Bregin putting up
three points and seven re-
bounds. Lilly Duffy came up
with four steals and four
boards. Njomza Asllani
grabbed seven rebounds.
    The Lady Trojans are now
3-16 on the season and 1-6 in
the Tri-County Conference.

DTHS LADY TROJANS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, January 4
Dwight vs. Pontiac
    The varsity Trojans were
dealt a 73-43 loss at the hands
of Pontiac on the road January
4.
    “We really struggled with
the physicality of this game,”
stated head coach Jeremy Con-
nor. “Pontiac shot the ball ex-
tremely well and we just
couldn’t keep up.”
    Wyatt Thompson scored a
team-high 13 points, hitting
one three-pointer and shooting
2-3 from the line. Jeremy Kap-
per supplied eight points, going
1-2 from the charity stripe and
connecting on a three. Dawson
Carr came up with seven points
(2-6 FT) on the night, followed
by five from Kaleb Duden,
who also drilled a three. Lan-
don Brown and Jack Duffy
each added a bucket, with Jack
Denker making a free throw.

Friday, January 7

Dwight vs. 
Henry Senachwine
    After a rough first quarter,
Dwight was able to get back on
track and take down Henry
Senachwine on the road, 56-42,
on January 7.
    “Had a very slow start, but
we finally got it going a little in
the second half to give a little
cushion,” Coach Connor said.
“We still need to make strides
offensively and defensively.”
    Wyatt Thompson (2-6 FT)
and Connor Telford (2-4 FT)
led the way with 12 points
each, followed by 11 points
each from Jeremy Kapper (7-9
FT) and Landon Brown (1 3-
pointer, 2-2 FT). Dawson Carr
kicked in seven points, hitting
one three, while Kaleb Duden
knocked down two free throws.
Jack Groves chipped in with a
free throw.
    The Trojans are now 6-7
overall, with a 1-1 record in the
conference.

DTHS TROJANS BASKETBALL
Friday, January 7
GSW vs. Beecher
    In a battle with Beecher Jan-
uary 7, the GSW Panthers fell
by a score of 58-35.
    “It was a much closer game
than the final score shows,”
stated Coach Wills. “We cut it
to three partway through the
fourth, but they pulled away at

the end. I am proud of our ef-
fort tonight.”
    Cale Halpin led Gardner-
South Wilmington with 12
points and two steals. Gabe
McHugh (8 rebounds) and Gar-
rett Grant (5 rebounds) pro-
vided 10 and seven points,
respectively.

GSW PANTHERS BASKETBALL

Monday, January 3
GSW vs. Beecher
    The Lady Panthers lost 51-
39 in a contest with Beecher
January 3.
    Addi Fair scored a game-
high 24 points, hitting three
threes and going 7-9 from the
line. Riley Klingler (2-2 FT)
and Aspen Lardi had four
points each. Hannah Balcom
put up three points (1-5 FT),
with Eva Henderson and Chloe
Wells each scoring two points.

Tuesday, January 4
GSW vs. Grace Christian
    In a match-up with Grace
Christian January 4, Gardner-
South Wilmington fell 36-28.
    Addi Fair put up 18 points,
going a perfect 4-4 from the
charity striple. Hannah Balcom

scored eight points, while
Chloe Wells had two.

Thursday, January 6
GSW vs. Momence
    GSW earned its second vic-
tory of the season January 6,
taking out Momence by a score
of 41-24.
    Addi Fair led with 12
points, going 2-5 from the line
and connecting on two threes.
Chloe Wells had eight points,
with Hannah Balcom providing
seven points (1-2 FT). Riley
Klingler scored six points,
while Aspen Lardi had four
points. Grace Olsen and Mary
Clare Phillips both scored two
points.
    The Lady Panthers are now
2-17 overall and 2-5 in the con-
ference.

GSW LADY PANTHERS BASKETBALL

Thursday, January 6
Tri-Point vs. Beecher
    The Lady Chargers were
knocked off by Beecher Janu-
ary 6, 66-27.
    Kyra Cathcart was the lead-
ing scorer for Tri-Point with 11

points (1-2 FT). Melina
Schuette added eight points,
with Milie Ruiz (1 3-pointer)
and Lanie Woods each scoring
three points. Kadie Hummel
chipped in with a bucket.

TRI-POINT LADY CHARGERS BASKETBALL

Commercial League Bowlers
     HSG: Curtis Price, 266;
Doug Gassman, 243; Josh Ger-
nentz, 236; Shawn Delong, Jr.,
228; Crazy Hallam, 224 – Brandi
Farcus, 182; Paula Watts, 175;
Shelah Gaston, 169; Sheri Cole-
bank, 162; Stacy Richie, 149.
HSS: Josh Gernentz, 701; Curtis
Price, 671; Doug Gassman, 670;
Crazy Hallam, 629; Eric
Knobbe, 597 – Brandi Farcus,
499; Paula Watts, 473; Sheri
Colebank, 435; Shelah Gaston,
429; Stacy Richie, 403.
HSG/HHG: Benson Racing #19,
1062. HSS/HHS: Benson Rac-
ing #19, 3020.
League Standings  W L
Agritile                   7      1
Cherry RR              7      1
Gaston Construct.   7      1
Victory Lanes         5      3
Pumpkin Patch       5      3
Benson Racing       4      4
Willy’s Pub             4      4
Whiskey Cav.         3      5
Dairy Queen           3      5

Maxwell Truck.      1      7
Coleman/Son          1      7

Sportsman League Bowlers
     HSG: Chris Cook, 265;
Shawn Delong, Jr., 258; Bosco
Gassman, 248; Doug Gassman,
246; Brandon Petry, 244. HSS:
Chris Cook, 725; Shawn Delong,
Jr., 691; Doug Gassman, 688;
Brandon Petry, 674; JD Ger-
nentz, 657. HSG/HHG: LTG
Shuttles, 1105. HSS/HHS: LTG
Shuttles, 3060.
League Standings  W L
LTG Shuttles           14     2
Star Trucking          13     3
Stumble Inn            12     4
DeLong Ford          10     6
Cafe 110 West         9      7
Rockey’s Pub          8      8
Jensens I                 8      8
Rambo Construct.   5      11
Jeremy’s Barber      5      11
Rury’s Tap              4      12 
Willy’s Pub             4      12
Jensen BP II            4      12

Victory Lanes, League Results

Don’t see your team?
Tell the coach to send stats to us!

815-584-2196 or thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net 



being run by local business
owners in town. Three of the
four of us are local business
owners. I think it’s a more se-
cure feeling for customers after
the gym closing and not being
able to go.”
    Schade was the first owner
of the gym as he called it
Champion Fitness when the
building was built in the 1990s.
    When Schade relocated to
Arizona, Woodburn took over
the management role. In Sep-
tember 2021, Kenny Taylor be-
came the new owner until
November.
    Coaching and working out at
the facility on a regular basis, it
only seemed right for Shayla
Smith to join the ownership group.
    “Being a Crossfit coach,
there really isn’t room for ad-
vancement except for owning
your own gym,” said Shayla,
who owns Shayla Loring Pho-
tography. She is a member of
the Dwight Economic Alliance

Board, is a Christmas for Kids
organizer, and is part of a co-op
called One Collective – which
is formed by high school pho-
tographers. “It’s just kind of
cool to make that the next step.
I clearly have a love for small
businesses and I enjoy every-
thing about them. It’s fun to be
a part of another one and to
provide a good, fun atmosphere
for people in Dwight to have a
healthy habit.
    “I think we all have the
same mentality of wanting to
keep the gym alive. We’ve all
owned businesses or been a
part of a business endeavor.
Stephan is a creative business
owner. I’ve known the Connors
forever. I think the trust is there
to have a business together and
to share the responsibilities. I
think it’s going to be all-hands-
on-deck. It has been for the last
two months. Some people
excel in other spaces than an-
other owner. I’m coaching
classes that we have, so that’s

my area. We all share the clean-
ing duties. We’re all having fun
with the social media.”
    Harold Smith, who tied the
knot with Shayla on Sept. 5,
2021, is employed by the De-
partment of Corrections and
has always been interested in
owning a small business.
    With the help of his wife
and two friends in the Connor
family, Harold saw this as a
great opportunity to expand his
horizons.
    “We’re really excited to get
the community back involved
in the gym. We want to keep
the doors open and giving
everyone a safe and healthy
spot,” Harold Smith said. “We
want to get younger students
involved and keep older citi-
zens involved by giving them
something to do. It’s definitely
an exciting time.”
    “Shayla has been very in-
volved with the gym and very
passionate about it. When the
opportunity came up, it just

seemed like a no brainer to
have an adventure together.
We’re a newly married couple
(Sept. 5. 2021) and it’s nice to
explore the adventure of own-
ing a small business and help-
ing the community.
     “The gym is a nice outlet to
get your focus on something
more positive than some of the

negativity you see within a
prison system. It’s a nice area to
release some of the energy and
focus on something positive.”
    The owners welcome all
comments and suggestions of
ways to improve the Sweat
Factory.
    They can be reached on
Facebook (Sweat Factory) or

their website: 
sweatfactorydwight.com.

Potential members can go to
the Sweat Factory at any time
and fill out the membership ap-
plication. A phone number is
listed on the application so peo-
ple can text it to receive a code
to enter the gym if an owner is
not present.
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(continued from page 8)
    The offender took off on foot into the residen-
tial area of Mazon. While chasing him, the
Deputy was fired upon and struck multiple
times. However, his ballistic vest stopped the
bullets.
    The offender, DeMarcus Tremaine Denwid-
die, 18, of Joliet, was located and came out of a
residence without a struggle and taken into cus-
tody.

Hancock Retires 
After 53 Years on 

Nursing Home Board
    Del Hancock, usually synonymous with the

Hancock Jewelry Store which supplied Dwight
with the finest gems for 68 years until it closed
its doors one last time this past summer, retired
from the Nursing Home Board – which was part
of the investing group that brought Heritage
Health to Dwight.

Bob Klingler Honored for 
Years of Public Service

    Bob Klingler, who ran Klingler’s Jewelry for
40 years in Dwight and moved to Overbrook,
Kansas 18 years ago, was honored for his service
with Overbrook proclaiming November 25 as
Bob Klingler Appreciation Day, and commemo-

rating it with a new sign in front of the Over-
brook kid’s pond on September 11 – naming it
the Bob Klingler Kids Fishing Pond.

LCHD Collects Over 300 Tires...So Far
    In an effort to help rid the county of those
common mosquito breeding grounds, the Liv-
ingston County Health Department collected
over 300 old, unused tires.

New Brush Truck for 
Emington-Campus Fire

    The Emington-Campus Fire Protection Dis-
trict has put together a Brush Truck for the dis-

trict, which will also be used to run EMS calls.
The truck was donated from Sterling-TerraLam
CLT Mats and Turnkey Site Access Solutions of
Phoenix.

Dwight Historical Society 
Creates Cemetery Walk

    The Dwight Historical Society created a
cemetery walk through Old Town Cemetery,
Oaklawn Cemetery, and McDowell Cemetery to
share some of Dwight’s greatness October 17 –
featuring local actors sharing the tales of the past
as the ones who lived them.

(continued on page 11)

year in review…year in review…year in review…

Evolution HT

Price includes mounting, computer spin balance, and new regular valve stem.

Complete
Auto
Care

60,000 Mile Treadwear Protection Limited Warranty

Cooper Evolution HT
Tires for Trucks & SUVs

Computer generated tread design optimizes 
tread pattern’s pitch sequence for a quiet ride.

P235/75/R15XL……$138.00
P235/70/R16………$138.00
P245/75/R16………$139.00

P 2 6 5/ 7 5/R1 6……$15 6 . 0 0
P 2 4 5/ 6 5/R1 7……$14 6 . 0 0
P245/70/R17………..$157.00
P265/70/R17…………… $160.00

Locally Owned & Operated    Co-Owners: Joe Call, Keith Perry

Route 66 Tire & Auto
www.Route66TireandAutoil.com

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m. - Noon

Old Route 66 815-584-3054 Dwight

Tuesday, January 4
Seneca vs. 
Peotone and Plano
    The Irish were at home Jan-
uary 4 hosting Peotone and
Plano, winning in both match-
ups, 57-19 and 48-30, respec-
tively. Individual results are as
follows:
vs. Peotone
    106: Kyler Hahn by FF;
113: Tommy Milton by FF;
120: Laith Abunmigeh Major
10-0 over Bill Farcus; 126:
Jaden Casey F 2:45 over Mo
Abunmigeh; 132: Robby Nel-
son F 5:29 over Santino Izzi;
138: Ian Kreske 7-5 OT over
Ryan Flynn; 145: Owen
Feiner 3-2 over Marco Spina-
zolla; 152: Asher Hamby F
1:00 over Seth Lonard; 160:
Kevin Hogan F 3:02 over
Chris Smith; 170: Brendan
Smith by FF; 182: Chris
Peura by FFF; 220: Alex Car-
denas F 1:21 over Alex
Bogner; 285: Liam Blue by
FF.
vs. Plano
    106: Kyler Hahn by FF;
113: Tommy Milton by FF;
120: Bill Farcus F 5:06 over
Marcos Garcia; 126: Jaden
Casey 9-2 over Cain Hernan-
dez; 132: Robby Nelson F
3:15 over James Brooks; 138:
Ryan Flynn 3-2 over Norbert
Gajola; 145: Owen Feiner F
1:16 over Anton Gilford; 152:
Asher Hamby F :58 over Gio

Diaz; 160: Will Collins F :55
over Brendan Smith; 170:
Vince Herbig F 2:33 over Kyle
Hamby; 182: Jack Olivier by
FF; 195: Chris Peura F 4:26
over Carnall Walls; 220: Ander
Harrelson F 1:13 over Alex
Bogner; 285: Alex Diaz F 1:49
over Liam Blue.
    Seneca is now 13-10 during
the 2021-22 season.

Saturday, January 8
Seneca at
Fighting Irish Invitational
    Seneca hosted the Fighting
Irish Invitational January 8,
winning the Invite, that fea-
tured 12 teams in total, for the
second consecutive season.
    The Irish were led by cham-
pionship performances from
Robby Nelson (132), Owen
Feiner (145), and Chris Peura
(195).
    Other placers were: 106:
Kyler Hahn (2nd); 113:
Tommy Milton (2nd); 120: Bill
Farcus (2nd); 126: Jaden Casey
(4th); 138: Ryan Flynn (3rd);
152: Asher Hamby (5th); 170:
Kyle Hamby (2nd); 220: Alex
Bogner (4th).
    Also placing as non-scoring
athletes were: 126: Nick Grant
(6th); 132: Nate Othon (3rd);
138: Will Milton (2nd).
    Senior Night in Seneca
kicks off at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, January 12.

SENECA FIGHTING IRISH WRESTLING Dwight Wrestling Club Shows
Out at El Paso Titan Rumble

Sunday, January 2
Dwight Wrestling Club 
at El Paso Titan Rumble
    The Dwight Wrestling Club
was well represented at the El
Paso Titan Rumble January 2.
Taking home medals were:
    Kimari Nelson, 1st; Dalton
DeLong, 2nd; Sophia Medema,
2nd; RJ Christensen, 2nd;
Vinny Stipanovich, 2nd; Rem-
ington Paulsen, 2nd; Landon
McGann, 2nd; Cayson Bean,

2nd; Landon Hoffner, 2nd;
Zachary Thompson, 3rd;
Damien Coleman, 3rd; Colton
Dippon, 3rd; Cole Bradbury,
3rd; Christian Ochoa, 3rd; Jef-
frey Medema, 3rd; Dax Turner,
3rd; Kamren Olbrot, 3rd; Sadie
Burke, 3rd; Caiden Bean, 3rd;
Kevin Peterson, 4th; Mia
Hoffner, 4th; Jack Tjelle, 4th;
Jeff Leonard, 4th; Olivia
Turner, 4th; and Eli Jensen, 4th.

Tuesday, January 4
Dwight vs. Prairie Central
6th Grade -
Saunemin Tournament
    The sixth grade Redbirds
started the Saunemin Tourna-
ment with a victory over
Prairie Central, 24-15, on Jan-
uary 4.
    Leading Dwight in scoring
and rebounding was Evan
Olson with 12 points, nine
boards. Walter Bradley added
eight points and five rebounds,
while Kayden Wood had four
points and seven boards. Axel
Kargle also had a big game of-

fensively.

Friday, January 7
Dwight vs. PBL
6th Grade -
Saunemin Tournament
    In second round action of
the Saunemin Tournament Jan-
uary 7, Dwight was beaten by
PBL, 21-18.
    Leading the Redbirds was
Axel Kargle, Jude Hurt (7 re-
bounds), Walter Bradley (6 re-
bounds), and Kayden Wood
with four points each. Evan
Olson snagged five boards.

DCS REDBIRDS BASKETBALL

Tuesday, January 4
Dwight vs. Tri-Point
8th Grade -
    On January 4, Dwight
opened up their season with a
victory over Tri-Point, 25-20,
25-20.
    Sophie Buck had nine aces,
four assists, and a kill, with
Taylor Heath providing four
aces, one assist, a dig, and a
kill. Sarah Parker (3 assists, 2
digs) and Taylor Frobish each
came up with three aces. Madi
Ely added two aces, while
Makayla Wahl-Seabert (3 kills,
2 digs) and Dori Wilson put up
an ace each. Ryan Bean con-
tributed three kills.
7th Grade -
    In the seventh grade meet-
ing, the Lady Redbirds won 25-
7, 25-13 over T-P.
    Kit Connor (1 kill) and
Mikayla Chambers led with
four aces each, followed by
three aces and a kill from So-
phie Bastian. Delaney Boucher
had two aces and three kills,
with Claire Sandeno (3 kills)
and Honorine Mwizerw each
coming up with an ace. Avery
Connor had two kills and a dig.

Thursday, January 6
Dwight vs. GSWB
8th Grade -
    Dwight’s Lady Redbirds
were defeated by Gardner-
South Wilmington-Braceville
20-25, 11-25 on January 6.
    Madi Ely had two aces,

three digs, and a kill, with
Sarah Parker (4 digs, 3 assists,
1 kill) and Taylor Heath (5
digs, 2 blocks, 1 kill, 1 assist)
adding an ace each. Taylor Fro-
bish put up five digs, a kill, and
one assist. Sophie Buck had
three kills and two assists.
Makayla Wahl-Seabert (1 dig)
and Ryan Bean (1 block) both
had one kill.
7th Grade -
    Dwight lost in the seventh
grade match-up with GSWB,
25-21, 23-25, 11-25.
    Delaney Boucher led with
six aces, two kills, and two
digs. Claire Sandeno added
four aces, three digs, and a kill.
Kit Connor contributed two
aces, three assists, and a kill,
while Avery Connor came up
with an ace and an assist.
Mikayla Chambers put up five
kills and two digs, with Cloe
Gall adding two kills.
6th Grade -
    The sixth grade contest saw
Dwight fall to GSWB in three
sets, 12-25, 25-20, 19-25.
    Kaitlyn Todd led with four
aces, followed by two aces
each from Addie Alivez, Addie
Taylor, and Grace Tjelle.
Emma Anderson, Raegan
Brown, and Kailyn Haggard
each had one ace.
“B” -
    In the “B” game, the Lady
Redbirds were defeated by
GSWB, 16-25, 13-25.

DCS LADY REDBIRDS VOLLEYBALL

301 SOUTH LADD ST.
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764

815-844-3138 WWW.FRAHERAUTOS.COM

TRUCKS

’20 Sierra 1500 SLT, 26K, 4WD……………………Just In

’20 F150 Crew Lariat, 9K, 4WD…………..……….$53,900

’19 Colorado Crew Z71, 46K, 4WD……………….$35,900

’19 F250 Crew Lariat, 47K, 4WD, 4” Lift………….$58,900

’18 F150 Crew XLT, 45K, 4WD………………….…$37,900

’18 F150 Crew XLT, 56K, 4WD………………….…$36,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 63K, 4WD……………….…….…$31,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 47K, 4WD, 8’ Bed, HD Susp…$37,900

’18 F150 Crew King Ranch, 32K, 4WD………….…$54,900

’05 Ranger XL, 113K………………………….………$,9,900

’99 F150 Reg Cab, 104K, 4WD………………………$1,900

MOTORCYCLES
’08 Harley Davidson XL 1200C, 5K…………………$4,900

CARS
’20 Spark LS, 35K…..………..…………………..…$13,900
’18 Fusion Titanium, 44K, AWD……………………$26,900
’14 Mustang, 93K…………………..…………..……$16,900
’14 Taurus SEL, 99K……………....…………..……$14,900
’90 Cougar XR7 Supercharged, 70K, Sunroof…..…$9,900

VANS and SUVS
’20 Corsair, 16K, AWD………………………….……$42,900
’20 Explorer LTD Hybrid, 18K, 4WD………….……$48,900
’20 Escape Titanium, 8K, AWD……….….…………$36,900
’20 Explorer XLT, 31K, RWD………….….…………$34,900
’19 Nautilus Reserve, 13K, AWD……………………$49,900
’17 Edge Titanium, 81K, AWD.…………………….$25,900
’14 Escape SE, 156K, FWD……….……...…………$10,900
’14 Escape SE, 92K, FWD……….……...…………$14,900
’14 Escape SE, 103K, FWD…………………………$13,900
’13 Edge LTD, 128K, AWD………………….………$13,900
’12 Explorer LTD, 114K, 4WD……………….………$14,900
’10 Escape LTD, 201K, 4WD……….………..………$6,900
’07 FJ Cruiser, 256K………………….………..………$8,900

’18 F150 Crew XLT, 56K, 4WD

$36,900
’13 Edge LTD, 128K, AWD

$13,900

FEATURED USED VEHICLES

Sweat Factory Is Open – – –
(continued from page 1)

Hines VA Outreach Team in Gardner
     The Edward Hines, Jr. VA Out-
reach Team will be at the South
Resource Center of the Commu-
nity Foundation of Grundy
County, 229 Liberty Street, Gard-

ner from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 18.
     If you would like more infor-
mation, call Patrick Grimes at 708-
904-1473.
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DWIGHT – Downstairs 2
bedroom apartment for rent.
Includes a stove, refrigera-
tor, washer and dryer, a
garbage disposal, and a
garage. Call 815-584-7047
for more details.           26-tf

DWIGHT – Second floor
apartment with laundry, cen-
tral air/heat. Nice. 218 Wau-
pansie Street, 815-483-3384.

50-tf

DWIGHT – House for rent.
Three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms. Call 815-931-0597
for more details.        51-2wp

The Paper
815-584-1901

HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

FOR RENT

DWIGHT – Elderly
woman in Dwight, immuno-
compromised with cancer
looking for house cleaning
services. Person must be
fully vaccinated and wear a
mask indoors. Contact
mir@midcoast.com or 207-
236-8922.                   2-2wp

WANTED

Roofing •Siding •Windows •Gutters
FREE ESTIMATES!

MACROOFERS.COM

Larry
815-848-3806

LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS
LICENSED & INSURED

McWilliams Roofing
L.L.C.

Aaron
815-260-6569

hiphoppoptop40r&burbancontemporary

authentictock@gmail.com

Full Service DJ/Live Sound
• Weddings • Business Parties 

• Birthdays and More!
E-mail for pricing/scheduling.

easy l i s t en ing funk love rock&ro l l

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

1805 Ashley Rd., Morris 815-941-2800 
MORRIS TRAILER SALES, INC.

SERVICES OFFERED
BRADLEY PEST CONTROL

Call Phil at 815-405-5020
815-365-4429

www.bradleypc.com

Termite treatment • Mouse control
General pest control

Real Estate Inspections
Bed Bug Treatments

Dwight
Mini Storage
7 Sizes Available

Low Rates
815-791-4695
815-405-4067

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED – Mobile
truck trailer chassis me-
chanic. Evenings. Dwight-
Joliet. 815-735-4664. 1-4wp

HELP WANTED – CDL-A
Driver, doubles, certified.
evenings. Joliet. Regional.
Home daily. Monday-Fri-
day. 815-735-4800.     1-4wp

UNION HILL – Union
Hill Sales & Service is look-
ing for motivated mechani-
cal apprentice who is
looking to learn. Applicant
must have some mechanical
background, strong people
skills & valid driver’s li-
cense. Need to pass pre-em-
ployment drug test.
Agricultural machinery a
plus. Full-time position. Pay
based on experience. Please
call 815-426-6103.       47-tf

UNION HILL – Union
Hill Sales & Service is look-
ing for motivated experi-
enced mechanic to join our
team. Applicants must have
five years mechanical expe-
rience, preferably on agri-
cultural equipment. Must
have strong people skills,
ability to work hard, valid
driver’s license. Pass pre-
employment drug test. Full-
time position. Pay based on
experience. Must have own
tools. Benefits negotiable.
Cal 815-426-6103. 47-tf

SOUTH WILMINGTON –
South Wilmington Firemen’s
Beach & Park Club is look-
ing for a full-time secretary
and a gate guard, 56 hours
every two weeks. Call 815-
237-8640 or email
swfbpc.office@gmail.com 

52-4wp

Accolade Healthcare
of Pontiac

www.accoladehc.com

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Heritage Health
www.HeritageofCare.com/Dwight

NURSING HOMES

To make your business
a part of The Paper 
WEB DIRECTORY,
phone 815-584-1901.

State Farm Insurance
Jerry Danko, Agent

www.jerrydanko.com
Evenglow - Pontiac

www.evenglowlodge.org

BANKS

INSURANCE

Dr. Mark Passerman
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/dwight

Dr. Jennifer Thomas
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/gardner

Dr. Athar Saeed
Cardiologist

www.morrishospital.org

Dr. Jaynee Pendergast
www.morrishospital.org/dwight

PHYSICIANS

Sancken Sole Realty
www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

REAL ESTATE

Morris Hospital
www.morrishospital.org

HOSPITALS

ALZHEIMER’S/ 
MEMORY CARE

Popejoy, Inc.
www.popejoyinc.com

HEATING
& COOLING

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Harvest View - Herscher
www.harvestviewliving.com

SENIOR LIVING

Get Connected to area businesses with 

The Paper
WEB DIRECTORY!

Dwight Bank
Branch of Bank of Pontiac
www.bankofpontiac.com

Peoples National Bank
Dwight Banking Center

www.pnb-kewanee.com
SOCU

www.socu.org

Brian Severson Farms
www.qualityorganic.com

OORGANIC GRAINS 
& FLOURS

MCARDLE REALTY

DEAN HANSEN, Managing Broker  (815) 274-1917
Dean@mcardlerealty.net

Lot: 406 N. Chicago St.

404 W. Delaware, Dwight 
Brick Ranch, full basement. $149,000

MCARDLE REALTY
106 E. Main St., Dwight 

Historical Bar/Grill | Main St., Kinsman - Beautiful
antique bar. Complete kitchen & walk-in cooler.
Turn-key operation. $79,900

PENDING

SP Farm Services, LLC
Excavation
Drainage

Land Clearing
Demolition

815-931-4094

READ The Paper EVERY WEEK!

The PURRFECT
Place for 
YOUR AD!

815.584.1901

- PUBLIC SALE -
1720 N. Aurora St., Pontiac, IL

Watch for Auction Signs

Sunday, Jan. 16, 2022 - 10:00 a.m.
Visit our website: www.hartyauction.com

Antiques & Collectibles
Household • Lawn + Garden Tools

Auctioneer’s Note:
This is a Large Auction with many other

items too numerous to mention! 
Plan to Attend!

Owners: Emling Florist
Gary + Linda Emling

Dwight, IL
Bob Harty Auction Co.

IL License #440.000765    Pontiac, IL
Ph: 815-842-2384    Cell: 815-674-7254

PART-TIME HOUSEKEEPER
Must be reliable and over 21. 

Must be available 7 days a week. 
Apply in person at: 
Classic Inn Motel

15 East Northbrook Dr., Dwight 
No phone inquiries please.  

PARAPROFESSIONAL
South Wilmington Grade School has an opening
for a Paraprofessional to cover a leave of ab-
sence from February 21-May 13, 2022. Candi-
dates must be at least 19 years of age and have
proof of a High School Diploma or GED Equiv-
alent. Interested candidates please contact Mrs.
Cynthia Christensen, Superintendent at 815-
228-4280 or email cchristensen@swil74.org
with “Paraprofessional” in heading.

General/Special Education Paraprofessional
Dwight Common School has a vacancy for a gen-
eral education/special education paraprofes-
sional. Please email a letter of interest and resume
to Mrs. Julie L. Schultz @ schultzju@dwight.k12.
il.us by 8/13/2021. Call 815-584-6221 with any
questions.

The position will be open until filled.

Part-Time Positions
MVK ESD 2C has the following part-time posi-
tions available:
• EC Aide M-F - contact Rusti Hasselbring, 815-
448-2471.
• Cafeteria/Custodial M-F - contact Keith Martin,
815-448-5238.
• Bus Drivers Regular and Extra-Curricular Routes
M-F - contact Laura McCullough, 815-448-2197.

Please contact the above persons regarding each
position. MVK ESD 2C is an equal opportunity
employer.

Employment Opportunities Available
T & E Enterprises of Herscher, manufacturer of
custom built motorsport transporters for 41 years,
has the following employment opportunities
available:
1. Welder/fabricator/light mechanical
2. Light mechanical/hydraulic/electrical
3. Carpentry/trim/construction
4. General labor/assembly/handyman

Send resume to:
T & E Enterprises

P.O. Box 237
Herscher, IL  60941

or email: teent@comcast.net

LOCAL DRIVERS
Be home every day.
Schiber Truck Company has 2 positions available
for a Molten Sulfur truck driver at its Channahon,
Illinois location. This position is Tuesday thru Sat-
urday. One is on days, the other late afternoons.
Saturday pays overtime. Earning $100,000 plus
per year.

We offer a full benefit package including health,
dental, matching 401k, life insurance, 9 paid hol-
idays and paid vacations.

Applicant must have a safe, clean driving record
and stable work history. Class A CDL with
tanker/Hazmat endorsement and three years ex-
perience required.

Apply online at Schiber.com 
or call 800-221-4849 x221.

Village of Dwight
Secretary/Utility Billing Clerk

The Village of Dwight seeks applicants for the
position of Secretary/Utility Billing Clerk.
Successful candidates need to possess excep-
tional computer skills and knowledge, excellent
organizational skills, and the ability to deal and
communicate with the public on a daily basis.

Applicants must possess a high school diploma
and successful candidates must be able to pass
an extensive background check. Starting pay
will be commensurate with experience and
qualifications.

Interested professionals should submit a com-
pleted resume, cover letter and contact informa-
tion by 4:30 p.m. January 21, 2022 to Village
Administrator, Village of Dwight, 209 S. Prairie
Avenue, Dwight, IL  60420. Electronic submis-
sions should be sent to
kmcn@dwightillinois.com.

THE VILLAGE OF DWIGHT IS 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

If you want to Sell or Buy, Call Our Office!

EXPERIENCE • RESULTS
FULL TIME REALTORS

www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

Bill Sole, MGR BRKR, 815-252-8456 
BROKERS:

Jenny Johnson  815-405-2326   Amanda McCoy  815-978-3707   

700-A South Union St., Dwight, IL • 815-844-4104

SOLD!
2693 Bluff Rd., Bourbonnais, $380,000

Michelle Weber 815-474-6511               Mary Kilbride    815-263-8753
Bob deOliveira  815-295-3281               Jake Ross           815-325-0511

29005 N 1100 East Rd., Blackstone   $225,000

4,080 sq ft, new well 2019, septic updated 2019. In floor heat and forced
air. Central air conditioning. Generator. 24 x 15'5 beautiful waiting area
with ceramic tile. Several exam rooms, office area, utility room with
bathroom. One kennel with floor drains. Nice office with built-in shelv-
ing. Kitchenette in back with sink and dishwasher. Large yard,  partially
fenced in. Formerly Happy Tails business location. This is a nice prop-
erty just waiting for a new owner! 

Schedule your showing today!

JOAN BULLARD REALTY, INC.
112 W. Tremont, Odell  60460  • 210 N. Plum, Pontiac 61764

815-998-1000  •  815-878-0224
www.joanbullardrealty.com

Kasey Strachan
(815) 252-1602

Your Local Real Estate Expert

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD
Seasoned Hardwood
Delivered & Stacked

815-674-2046

VACANT LOTS FOR SALE
SAUNEMIN

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
17-15-453-001 LOT 120 X 150 BLK 2

& VAC STREET LYG E
& ADJ HOLDRIDGE & SPAFFORDS

PIN: 17-17-15-453-001

120’ X 150’ LOT PLUS VACANT
STREET

RIGHT OF WAY (60’ X 150’)
ON THE CORNER OF 

CHURCH AND NORTH STREET
ZONED RESIDENTIAL

CONTACT FOR INQUIRIES:
STATE BANK OF GRAYMONT,

TRUST DEPT.
815-844-4433

Dwight Veterinary Clinic
Old Rt. 66, Dwight  • 815-584-2732 •

dwightvet.com

Would you like to sponsor a pet? Call The Paper 815-584-1901.

Livingston County Humane Society
21179 N. 1358 E. Rd., Pontiac, IL 61764 • 815-842-1025 
lchumanesociety.com • Check us out on facebook and PetFinder!

Hi guys! I’m Miss Melody! I’m a
year-old Catahoula mix! I came to
LCHS at the end of July very
pregnant and heartworm positive!
The beginning of August I gave
birth to 8 of the most gorgeous ba-
bies! With the help of the amazing
ladies here, I raised my pups until
mid-October when they were fi-
nally old enough to find homes of
their own! Soon after, I began the
process of heartworm treatment!
After 5 long and hard months of being here, I am finally ready to
find a home of my own! I am a very sweet and excitable girl! I
have an extreme case of wiggle butt when I get really happy! I’m
a pretty energetic girl and I would LOVE a very active home!
Walking, running, hiking, playing, you name it and I will most likely
enjoy it! I could see myself being a traveling dog as long as I get
to sit in your lap on the way to our destination! I’m a bit of a big
baby! The ladies spoiling me during all of my time here didn’t help
that either! I love hugs and being talked to! I will even talk back!
I’m a vocal girl and I’m not afraid to voice my opinions! I haven’t
been tested with other dogs and cats yet as I am just finishing up
my heartworm treatment, but my description will be updated when
that has been completed! Please come meet me and give me a
chance! I’m beyond ready to find my forever home!

Pet of the Week

Home delivery 
Monday - Friday 
60 and up home-
bound– Must make 

reservations –
     Wed., Jan. 12: Mush-
room crusted chicken, au
gratin potatoes, Capri
vegetables, pineapple,
whole grain bread.
     Thurs., Jan. 13:
Cheeseburger soup,
pickled beets, broccoli
salad, peaches, roll.
     Fri., Jan. 14: Salmon
burger w/ condiment,
baked beans, Brussels
sprouts, apricots, bun.
     Mon., Jan. 17:
Lasagna, broccoli, corn,

tossed salad w/ dressing
pkt., cheddar biscuit.
     Tues., Jan. 18: Fried
chicken, mashed potatoes
& gravy, collard greens,
Mandarin oranges, whole
grain bread.
     Wed., Jan. 19: Beef
stew w/ vegetables,
green beans, Jell-O w/
mixed fruit, roll, surprise
dessert.
     Thurs., Jan. 20:
Chicken tetrazzini,
honey glazed carrots,
tossed salad w/ dressing
pkt., hot fruit crisp.
     Milk served each day.  

For reservation, call:
1-800-543-1770.

Dwight Peace Meals
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(continued from page 9)
Stoecklin Sentenced to 12

Years for Child Pornography
    James “Mike” Stoecklin, 58,
was sentenced to 12 years in
prison October 21 for one Class
X felony of child pornography
production.
    The former Mayor of
Saunemin, Saunemin Grade
School employee, and youth
basketball coach pleaded guilty
to the charge in June 2019 after
a Livingston County investiga-
tion and arrest.

Junior Trojans 
Win the Super Bowl

    The Dwight Junior Trojans,
comprised of fifth and sixth
graders along with six Mighty
Mites, went 3-0 in the postsea-
son – culminating in a 65-44
Junior League Super Bowl win
over Clifton Central Oct. 17 in
Gibson City – led by 10 touch-
downs scored by Avery
Crouch.

Youth Wrestling Returns
    In 2017, the Dwight
Wrestling Club dissolved. Fast

forward to 2021, Josh DeLong
and Justin Eggenberger set out
to resurrect the club – offering
area grapplers an opportunity
to hit the mat and improve.
    “We wanted to bring the
club back because there hasn’t
been one for the last several
years,” said DeLong. “There is
just a lack of youth wrestling
and we want to bring it back.
There hasn’t been a junior high
team or a club team in several
years. We want our community
to have this.”

(continued on page 12)

year in review…

Flush the other guys

Brian Trainor

208 S. Union St.
Dwight, IL 60420

Phone 815.584.7678
BTDWIGHTIL@OUTLOOK.COM

LICENSE #055-044376

BT PLUMBING HEATING COOLING

“Your Exterior Renovation Specialists”
• Siding, Soffit, Fascia • Windows • Roofs
• Decks • Sunrooms • Seamless Gutters 

• Overhead Doors and more!

Give us a call at 815-584-9470
or visit us at www.PerfectExterior.com

104.016011        
105.006010• FREE ESTIMATES • 

815.237.8298

740 Oak St.
South Wilmington

RENTALS
We RENT a Variety of Heavy Machinery.

We SELL and REPAIR Outdoor Power Equipment.

SISTEK

GARDEN TRACTORS

FARM EQUIPMENT

SNOWMOBILES

APPLIANCES

ANYTHING METAL

FREE PICKUP    7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL BRIAN 815-210-8819

SCRAP METAL WANTED

MY FATHER’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Garages • Decks
Painting • Addition 

Design/Install 
Kitchens 

& Bathrooms
FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED LOCALLY

ON THE WEB: 
WWW.MYFATHERSHANDYMAN.COM

OR CALL:
LARRY MCWILLIAMS

815-848-3806
INSURED/FREE ESTIMATES

Huffman 
Tire & Auto

• Complete   
Auto Care

606 S. Union (Rt. 47), Dwight
815-584-1333

Hours:  M-F 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

BECKER STORAGE
4 Different Size Units
815-584-2388 

- OR -
815-674-2089

Odell
Mini Storage

6 Sizes Available
Low Rates

815-791-3589

TERRY’S ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

BEST PRICES. 
815-760-2028. BUILD
GARAGES & DECKS.
FULLY INSURED. 41
YEARS EXPERIENCE.

SERVICES OFFERED

Experience – – –
(continued from page 1)

dle and a medallion for dedication
to music education.”

6 a.m., Friday, Dec. 31
     “We were rehearsing trying to
get ready for the parade because
we hadn't done a whole lot of street
marching. We were trying to figure
out where we were positioned in
the parade and how we were going
to make it around the curve. There
are 12 people across, so it wasn't
easy.
     “Then we practiced how we
were going to split during the pa-
rade because we were in front of
the float, but when we got into the
ABC TV zone, we opened up. We
split the band literally in half as one
half went to one side of the street
and the other half went to the other
side of the street. Then we prac-
ticed the float going through the
middle. They had it down. They
knew how fast the float could
drive. They knew what part of the
song all of this was happening. It
was timed out perfectly.”

5:45 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 1
     “When I woke up, I had an
email from Southwest Airlines
saying my flight had been can-
celed. I didn't have plans to stay
another night and I couldn't find
another flight out on Saturday.
There was a snowstorm in Illinois
and it delayed air travel.
     “I was on the bus to the Rose
Parade with a police escort. I was
trying to figure out what I was
going to do and how I was going
to get home while I was on the bus.
I couldn't do anything and had to
wait until after the parade. I was
thankfully able to stay in my room.
     “Even though I was worried
about my travel plans, it was fun
being part of a police escort. We
were all staring out the windows,
looking at all of the police officers
and security that was surrounding
us. I had never experienced this
before.

11 a.m., Saturday
     “As we were working up to
where it was time for us to come
in, we're talking 30 rows of bleach-
ers just lining the parade. 
     “On one side it was the Univer-
sity of Utah fans and on the other

side was the Ohio State University
fans. They were cheering back and
forth as we were playing. There
were cameras everywhere. The
crowd was just erupting. You real-
ize how tired you are for how
much you've been playing, you
just find whatever you have left in
the tank and give it everything you
have.
     “Then we went into the CBS'
TV zone. They brought the trum-
pet players together and told us to
pace ourselves out and that we
weren't going to be able to play for
5 ½ miles. They told us to take a
song off here or there.
     “We went into Superman
mode. I didn't take any song off,
nor did the other guys. We may
have taken a little section off here
or there because it was 60-degree
weather and the sun was beating
on us. We all took the mentality,
there are people here who this is
the first time they've been to this
parade. We wanted to make sure it
was a good experience. We went
superhuman mode, beast mode,
and blew for almost six miles.
     “I had my phone on me in my
jacket pocket. I had it set to vibrate.
All I kept feeling was the zzzz. The
buzzing in my jacket was non-
stop. In my mind, I was thinking,
'I'm either on TV or they can see
us.'” 

2 p.m., Saturday
     “We took off our suit coats and
ties and we went to the game. It
was an unbelievable experience.
You were just non-stop on the go.
I didn't care who won the game. I
watch college football, but I'm a
University of Illinois guy.
     “We were sitting behind the
Ohio State band. I was giving the
I-L-L-I-N-I type thing to them.
They were razzing me back. The
game was awesome. It was a com-
plete shootout. You don't realize
how big and fast those guys are
until you really see them.”
     
Halftime of the Game
     “I was texting somebody be-
fore we were about to be intro-
duced, 'Hey I'm about to be on the
field.' They said, 'Yeah, but it went
to commercial.' I responded, 'Oh
man.' We walked out and there
were 100,000 people in the sta-
dium. They said, 'This is a salute to
American band directors.' They

went through all of the different
awards that had been won by the
people in the band. The crowd just
went crazy.”
     Ohio State defeated Utah in the
Rose Bowl, 48-45.

2:30 a.m., Sunday, Jan. 2
     “Since the plane was leaving at
6 a.m. and the airport is probably
an hour away, I decided to wake up
at 2:30 a.m. to get ready before the
Uber was going to arrive at 3 a.m.
I got another email stating my
plane was canceled. I started
laughing and just couldn't believe
it was canceled again.
     “I was supposed to fly into St.
Louis and then St. Louis to
Chicago. I was scrambling trying
to figure out what to do next.”

6 a.m., Sunday
     “Southwest called me around 6
a.m. and said they had rescheduled
me for an 8 a.m. flight. There was
no way I was going to make it.”

11 a.m., Sunday
     “They changed it and I left at
11 a.m. I had to fly from Los An-
geles to Dallas. Once I got to Dal-
las, I had to wait three hours before
I could jump on another plane to
fly from Dallas to Chicago. By the
time I got to Chicago, it was 11
p.m.
     “When I was on the plane, a
woman who sat next to me asked
me if I had switched my plane
from one to the other. I hadn't, so
then I was on the plane trying to
figure out if my luggage was
switched to the other plane. It did,
thankfully, but I was freaked out.
The people at LAX put a transfer
tag on my luggage so it was trans-
ferred.”

Midnight, Sunday
     “By the time it was over, I had
a 20-hour odyssey trying to get
home. It was insane trying to get
home. By the time I got home, I
was exhausted. I went from L.A.
to Dallas to Chicago. I was origi-
nally going L.A. to Chicago. It was
canceled. Then it was L.A. to St.
Louis to Chicago. It was canceled.
Then L.A. to Dallas to Chicago.
     “I kept posting my travels on
Facebook. People kept telling me
I was living on planes, trains, and
automobiles. I definitely was.”

SULLIVAN TOWNSHIP ROAD DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

April 1, 2020 through March 31, 2021

Balance on hand, March 31, 2020

RECEIPTS:

Real estate taxes
Illinois Department of Revenue:

Replacement taxes
Interest
Motor Fuel Tax
Berberich Trust

Total cash available

DISBURSEMENTS:

Compensation:
Persons earning $25,000 to $49,999:

None
Persons earning less than $25,000:

Dave Taylor

Total compensation

Disbursements to vendors in excess of $2,500:

Caterpillar Financial
Ace in the Hole
Heritage FS
TOIRMA

Total disbursements to vendors
in excess of $2,500

Disbursements to vendors less 
than or equal to $2,500

Total cash disbursements

Balance on hand, March 31, 2021

Timothy Taylor states that he is the Treasurer of Sullivan Township and that the foregoing is a true
and accurate account of all receipts and disbursements for the year shown.

Timothy Taylor

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of December, 2021.
Amy E Eshleman
Notary Public

Road 
   and Bridge   

$257,842.08

$65,821.88

4,108.98
458.10

 12,548.00  

  82,936.96

340,779.04

 4,800.00   

4,800.00

68,433.27
9,652.50
4,500.66
  4,537.00   

87,123.43

9,463.63

                  

101,387.06

$239,391.98

Aid to 
   Bridges   

$24,468.73

$993.03

50.01

                

    1,043.04

  25,511.77

               

0.00

               

0.00

0.00

                  

          0.00

$25,511.77

Building & 
   Equipment   

$18,595.03

$993.03

38.26

               

   1,031.29

  19,626.32

               

0.00

               

0.00

0.00

                  

          0.00

$19,626.32

SULLIVAN TOWNSHIP
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

April 1, 2020 through March 31, 2021

Balance on hand, March 31, 2020
Bank adjustments
RECEIPTS:

Real estate taxes
Illinois Department of Revenue:

Replacement taxes
Interest
Rent
Grant Revenue
Miscellaneous

Total cash available

DISBURSEMENTS:

Compensation:
Persons earning $25,000 to $49,999:

David Taylor
Persons earning less than $25,000:

Rick Allen
Chris King
Dan Deany
Kip Harms
Marcia Stalter
Erran Melton
Mike Haberkorn
Richard Gassler
Tim Taylor
William Kerrins

Total compensation

Disbursements to vendors in excess of $2,500:

EFTPS
TOIRMA
IMRF
Ron Schwartz
Utilities

Total disbursements to vendors
in excess of $2,500

Disbursements to vendors less 
than or equal to $2,500

Interfund loan to:
Community Building fund
Road & Bridge fund

Total cash disbursements

Balance on hand, March 31, 2021

Timothy Taylor states that he is the Treasurer of Sullivan Township and that the foregoing is a true
and accurate account of all receipts and disbursements for the year shown.

Timothy Taylor

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of December, 2021.

Amy E Eshleman
Notary Public

     Town     
$66,960.49

$71,620.43

3,137.02
140.16

                  
  74,897.61

141,858.10

30,177.00

369.40
643.32
643.32
643.32
92.35

2,680.52
461.75

4,467.52
       92.35  

40,270.85

16,221.08
3,423.00

2,700.00

                  

22,344.08

5,733.72

                    

68,348.65

$73,509.45

General 
   Assistance   

$35,712.93

$4,267.64

73.54

                  
    4,341.18

  40,054.11

                  

0.00

                  

1,776.24

                    

    1,776.24

$38,277.87

Community
   Building   

$41,626.00

$15,715.75

89.09
295.65

            0.00  
   16,100.49

   57,726.49

1,876.36

                  

1,876.36

5,688.39
                  

5,688.39

3,557.01

                   

  11,121.76

$46,604.77
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(continued from page 11)
New Officers Sworn In

    Two new police officers, Matthew Sheldon
and Brandon Larson, were sworn in at the Octo-
ber 25 Dwight Village Board meeting. Both are
recent graduates of the Macon County Law En-
forcement Training Center in Decatur.

Stevenson Hosts Seneca FFA
    The Seneca FFA visited an old chum during
the National FFA Convention Oct. 27-30 in In-
dianapolis.
    DTHS graduate Joey Stevenson has opened
the doors to Victory Field, home of MLB’s

Triple-A team the Indianapolis Indians, to all
Seneca FFA members who want to see the sta-
dium since 2009.

• N O V E M B E R •
Library Sign in Memory of Jane Broeksmit
    Through donations in remembrance of Jane
Broeksmit, head librarian at Prairie Creek Li-
brary from 1973-1992, the library installed a
new sign, painted by Conman Painting, which
will have a monument for Broeksmit in front of
it.

Evenglow Breaks Ground 
for Incoming Upgrade

    Evenglow Senior Living in Pontiac broke
ground on Nov. 3 at a new location, East Indiana
Avenue, where a 66-thousand square-foot, three-
story assisted living building named The Lodge
at Evenglow will be built.

Drama Club Brings the Laughs in Fall Play
    DTHS put on its first play of the 2021-22
school year, this time with a new director – for-
mer DTHS student, Abigayle Groves, who took
over the drama department after Kathy Stewart
left the position in 2019.
    “The Imaginary Invalid” is Groves’ first pro-
duction at DTHS – and the students helped her
make this play come to life.

Rogers Finishes Second at State
    Herscher senior Drew Rogers crossed the fin-
ish line at 14:29.00 to take second place at the
IHSA Class 1A Boys Cross Country State Meet
at Detweiller Park in Peoria November 6.

Dwight Public Schools Approve 
New Superintendent

    At a special joint board meeting November 9,
the Dwight Public Schools boards approved a
three-year contract for new Superintendent Josh
DeLong. He will begin July 1, 2022.

(continued next week in The Paper)
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Ad Prices Effective 1-12-22 through 1-18-22
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Rts. 17 & 47 • Dwight • Phone 815-584-2880

Icehouse, High Life or
Busch 30-pack cans ………………………

$1478
MGD, Miller 64, Coors Light,
Lite or
Budweiser 24-pack bottles …………

$1663
Michelob 
Ultra 24-pack cans or bottles ……………

$1699
Stella Artois or
Goose Island ………………………

$1399
12-pack bottles or cans or 15-pack cans Goose Island

$999
750 ml.

Kraken
Black Spiced

RUM

WINESLIQUORS

Great Prices!

Great Selection!

BEERSTito’s Handmade
Vodka 1.75 liter ……………

$2995
Svedka or Smirnoff
Vodka 1.75 liter ……………

$1799
Admiral Nelson’s
Spiced Rum 1.75 liter 

$1299
Seagram’s
7-Crown 1.75 liter ………

$1699
Jim Beam
Bourbon 750 ml. ………

$1399
(Selected Varieties)

Canadian
LTD 1.75 liter ………………

$1199

Old World LiquorsOld World Liquors

St. James Country or
Velvet Wines 750 ml. ……

$599
Electra
Moscato 750 ml. ……………

$999
Bogle
Phantom Red 750 ml. 

$1299
Kim Crawford
Sauvignon
Blanc 750 ml. ………………

$1299
Aby Acacia
Pinot Noir 750 ml. …………

$999
Decoy Red Blend or
Cabernet 750 ml. ………

$1699

19 Crimes
SNOOP

DOGG RED
$999
750 ml.

$1499

90+ Cellars
WINES

750 ml.

$899

20-50 ml.

99 Schnapps 
or Fireball

BUCKETS
$1399

24-pack cans

Old Style, 
MGD, Miller 64, 
Lite, Coors or

BUDWEISER

$599

Jack Daniel’s
COUNTRY
COCKTAILS

6-pack bottles

1.75 liter

$899
Wave  

VODKA

by Brandon LaChance

    The State Bank of Saunemin has been
helping customers with banking needs
since 1911 on North St. in Saunemin.
     With society’s economics shifting
and it being difficult for small banks to
offer products with more technological
expenses, the State Bank of Saunemin
sought out the State Bank of Graymont
to see if a union could be formed to help
each other out as Saunemin needed
products to keep its doors open and
Graymont wanted to expand.
     “This has been in the works for one
year; almost one year exactly,” said State
Bank of Saunemin President Denny
Stephens, who has been at the bank for
44 years and has been the president since
2004. “Our ownership and the age are
what put it in motion. The Lannon fam-
ily founded the institution in 1911 and
now they’re not really active in the bank
management anymore. They started talk-
ing about it a couple of years ago.
     “Graymont has always been on our
radar as a bank to merge with. In our
mind, they’re still small enough but big
enough to have more products. It’s com-
munity oriented and a bank that would
be a good fit for us. I called Ron (Min-
naert) about a year ago and we started
discussing the possibilities.”
     On January 4, the buyout was official
as the State Bank of Graymont now
owns the State Bank of Saunemin.
     The Saunemin location will remain
open indefinitely, while the Pontiac
branch is up for debate as Graymont has
a Pontiac branch as well and is debating

whether it’s feasible for both banks in
one location.
     The State Bank of Graymont has
been in operation for 108 years.
     “We’ve always had it in the back of
our mind. We may have had loose dis-
cussions about a buyout 15 years ago,”
said State Bank of Graymont President
Ron Minnaert. “We just wanted a
chance. When they were ready, we were
going to be ready. Denny gave me the
call and we started working together to
reach the goal of us purchasing the State
Bank of Saunemin.
     “For Graymont, we’ve been looking
for opportunities of acquisition for mul-
tiple years. We’ve done some small
things. We bought a branch in Chenoa
and we added a branch in Pontiac. Saune-
min also added a branch in Pontiac.
     “We looked at ways to expand and
other opportunities. We never got any-
thing to work for us until this. Saunemin
is a good fit for us. We are looking for-
ward to offering some of the services that
Denny mentioned that they can’t offer as
a smaller institution. We’re going to offer
mobile deposits and mobile capture, so
you can deposit a check by taking a
photo of it on your phone.”
     Residential home loans are a product
Graymont will bring back to Saunemin.
     As regulations became stricter and
more of a financial burden, Saunemin
had to cut the product and was sending
customers looking for home loans to
Graymont.
     “We had to stop making residential
home loans back in 2015,” Stephens
said. “The regulations just got over-

whelming for a bank of our size. If you
only had one or two applications a
month, you just couldn’t keep up with it.
A lot of banks our size did drop residen-
tial home loans, it wasn’t just us.
     “Over the last years, I’ve been send-
ing them directly to Ron. We have a lot
of mutual customers.”
     The State Bank of Saunemin has
been on North St. since 1911, but was
two doors down of its current location of
59 North St. until the Great Depression.
     There was a second bank in Saune-
min until the FDIC closed its doors in the

1920s. Since then, the state bank has
handled all of the town’s banking needs.
     “It hasn’t sunk in yet. I’ve been in
tears a couple of times because this bank
has been my life,” said Stephens, who
has had a savings account at the institu-
tion since 1965 and began his banking
career as a cashier and wrote loans as
soon as he started. “I am excited with
what is going to happen next. We haven’t
been able to offer some things to our cus-
tomers because of the size of our bank. I
think this move here, for the next gener-
ation of customers, will offer more tech-

nology and more products.
     “The customers have of course asked
us the big questions like, ‘Are you guys
staying open? Are you leaving us?’ We
have all been offered jobs. We are all
staying here at the bank.”
     In a letter sent by Graymont to all
Saunemin customers, Saunemin branch
hours will remain the same, daily trans-
action cut-off time is 4 p.m., operating
systems will change to Graymont’s soft-
ware in June, 2022, and all existing
checks, direct deposits, and automatic
payments will continue as scheduled.

State Bank of Graymont Buys Saunemin

THE CLOSING DAY OF THE BANK PURCHASE saw State Bank of Saunemin President Denny Stephens, left,
State Bank of Graymont Controller Drew Keller,  right back, and Graymont President Ron Minnaert, right front,
sign all the necessary documentation for the State Bank of Saunemin to become State Bank of Graymont's property.
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