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Hardee’s
Some inserts not available in total market area.

by Brandon LaChance
It's almost “The Most Won-

derful Time of the Year” as
Christmas is right around the
corner.

But before the calendar
turns its last corner, Dwight has
a few of its own to turn with
parades and events to pregame
for the last holiday of the year.

The Dwight Economic Al-
liance is putting on Breakfast
with Santa at 9 a.m. Dec. 4 at
Cherry Red Roasters. Besides
breakfast with the jolly one,
visitors have the opportunity to
decorate Christmas cookies and
face painting.

Tickets for Breakfast with
Santa are available at the
Dwight Village Complex, the
DEA, Bank of Pontiac in
Dwight, Streator Onized Credit
Union, Midland State Bank,
and Peoples National Bank.

The streets of Dwight will
be lit with holiday spirit as the
Dwight Christmas Parade will
roll through at 6 p.m. Dec. 4.

“Last year we couldn't do
the Christmas events because
of Covid-19, so we're pretty ex-
cited to get kids back out to cel-
ebrate,” said Shayla Smith, a
DEA Board member. “It's al-
ways a neat time for businesses
and the community to come to-
gether and have some fun.

“We can't put on the events
without the businesses that are
members of the DEA. All the
memberships help us put on the
events that we do and all of our
projects throughout the year.
The Village of Dwight and all

of our volunteers are a huge
help as well. The Dwight
Township High School also
adds volunteers and they do a
lot for us.”

After the parade, Santa
Claus and Mrs. Claus will be
hanging out at the DEA build-
ing, 132 East Main St. (used to
be the Bank of Dwight) to
smile and celebrate the holiday
season.

Horse-drawn carriage rides
will also be available after the
parade.

The events put together by
the DEA on Dec. 4 are not the
only lights, sparkles, and
Christmas cheer Dwight will
showcase.

Central Illinois Ace Hard-
ware in Dwight and store man-
ager, Micah Strief, are bringing
back the Backwards Christmas
Parade from 6-10 p.m. Dec.12.

The backwards parade con-
cept – houses and businesses
are decorated and onlookers
drive through a route to witness
and vote on the displays – was
started last year by the DEA be-
cause of Covid-19. With the
DEA deciding not to go back-
wards because it brought back
all the forward festive activities
and events, Ace decided to try
its hand backwards to give the
community more holiday
cheer.

“I felt like it was better to
have another Backwards Pa-
rade event. We're not trying to
take away from the Dwight
Christmas Parade, but it's fun
for the community to have an-

other Christmas event,” Strief
said. “It was a no-brainer for
me to put this on because it's a
great time and something we
should do.

“We've never done some-
thing like this before, but I have
four kids and they were ex-
tremely excited to see the lights
last year. Ace wants to keep it
going so there are similar reac-
tions for every child who rides
through the parade.”

The houses and businesses
will be voted on by the people
who drive through the parade
to see who had the most dy-
namic display of holiday awe-
someness.

Both residential and busi-
ness will have three winners as
the grand-prize winner will re-
ceive a $50 Ace gift card, Dot's
Pretzels, and an outside Christ-
mas blowup with an $80 retail
value. Second place will re-
ceive a $25 Ace gift card and
Dot's Pretzels, while third place
earns a $10 gift card and Dot's
Pretzels.

Registration forms for the
houses and businesses inter-
ested in entering will be ac-
cepted by Ace until Dec. 11 and
will be posted on the Central
Illinois Ace Hardware Face-
book page.

Before the parade, Ace will
have a hot chocolate bar and a
coloring contest.

See pages 4-5 today for
Christmas in Dwight times
and locations for events this
weekend.

Time to Light Up Dwight...Christmas Style IT’S LIT!
The Village of Dwight has Christmas lights up now. But Dwight is going to shine 

even brighter with Christmas spirit during its festive events.

by Mark Boma

The Dwight Village Board
of Trustees met at their regu-
larly scheduled time of 6:30
p.m. Monday November 22 at
the Public Services Complex.

Mayor Paul Johnson re-
ported that the Village had been
approved for a $290,000 ARPA
grant to recondition two ambu-
lances. The grant was adminis-
tered through Livingston
County and the mayor thanked
all members of the Board and
others who helped with the suc-
cessful request presented to the
County.

Tim Henson, as acting EMS
Director, advised that a new
range and hood had been in-
stalled in the EMS quarters.

Public Works Director Cory
Scoles wanted to restate to the
public that the winter overnight
parking will be in effect as of
December 1. Even though there
may not be any snowfall in the
forecast, residents should get
acclimated to not parking on
the street overnight.

Dwight Economic Alliance
Director Deb Karch reported
that Katie Folkers had been
hired as the new DEA Coordi-
nator. Office hours for her are

being developed. Karch also
presented information on up-
coming events, including
breakfast with Santa and the
Downtown Christmas Parade
on December 4. Santa will be
available for visits afterwards
at the Dwight Economic Al-
liance building. Streator
Onized Credit Union (SOCU)
will be serving hot cocoa. Rep-
resentatives of the Dwight
High School FCCLA will be
offering a gift wrapping service
on that day as well from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. The service is being
sponsored by the Harvest Days
Committee.

Adam Dontz from the
Greater Livingston County
Economic Development Coun-
cil (GLCEDC) was on hand to
express his appreciation for the
Village of Dwight's continued
support. He presented a spread-
sheet recapping the number of
inquiries from the state that
come through his office for in-
formation.

The Board took the recom-
mendation from the Adminis-
trative Committee and
approved the awarding of a
one-time payout of $2500 from
ARPA funds to each full-time
village employee. All employ-

ees who were full-time as of
December 31, 2020 and re-
mained employed as full-time
employees as of the November
22, 2021 meeting were deter-
mined to be eligible for this one
time stipend.

The Board also voted to
continue the tradition of award-
ing DEA gift certificates to
committee members who serve
voluntarily on village commit-
tees as appreciation and thanks.

Trustee Randy Irvin pre-
sented to the Board the need to
update the city welcome sign at
the intersection of Old Route
66 and Route 47. 

Village Attorney Irv
Masching was attending his
last regularly scheduled meet-
ing after serving 38 years in
that capacity. Mayor Johnson
and the Board gave him thanks
for his years of service and
dedication.

There were no Public
Forum comments. Along with
Mayor Johnson, Trustees in at-
tendance were Randy Irvin,
Pete Meister, Marla Kinkade,
and Justin Eggenberger. Absent
were Chuck Butterbrodt and
Jenny Johnson. 

Dwight Village Employees 
Awarded ARPA Funds

The Paper

Does your family have unique Christmas traditions, 
pastimes, ethnic celebrations, or dishes differing from the norm?

We would love to hear about your holiday spirit!
Please contact The Paper by December 15 by sending a Facebook message, 

calling (815) 584-1901,  or e-mailing thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net
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Tickets Issued 
by Dwight Police

    November 18: Zyeria D.
Fields, 21, Bourbonnais, driv-
ing 21-25 MPH above limit.
    November 20: Matthew J.
Ferrari, 27, Dwight, driving/no
license/permit/age.
    November 22: Stacy L.
McPheron, 45, Filmore, IN,
fail obey stop sign.

    Persons in the police report
are innocent of any charges
until proven guilty in a court of
law.

11 Written Warnings
    Speeding – 1; Disobey Stop
Sign – 6; Failure to Carry Dri-
ver’s License – 1; Only One
Headlight – 3.

Dwight Police Blotter
    November 21: Dwight Po-
lice were dispatched to 12 W.
Northbrook Dr. A trucker from
TN advised, while in Love’s,
his satellite was stolen from his
semi; Dwight Police were dis-
patched to the 100 block of
Julie Dr. for a disturbance.
    November 22: Dwight Po-
lice were dispatched to the 300
block of W. Mazon Ave. for a
911 hang up. (Dwight Police
respond to 911 misdials and
911 calls for assistance.)
    November 23: Dwight Po-
lice were dispatched to the 400
block of W. South for a domes-
tic situation. Arrested was Ben-
jamin Davis, 34, Dwight. Davis
was arrested for Domestic Bat-
tery, Resisting a Police Officer
and Aggravated Assult to Po-
lice Officer. Davis was taken to
Livingston Cty. Jail and
booked in.
    Traffic Stop – 13; Suspi-
cious Vehicle – 2; Return Call –
9; Accident – 2; 911 Misdial –
1; 911 Cell Hang Up – 1;
Neighbor Problem – 2; Assist
Agency – 2; Audible Alarm –
1; Extra Patrol – 5; Theft – 1;
Out of Control Subject – 1; Do-
mestic Unknown Type – 2; Il-
legally Parked Vehicle – 1;
Walk In to DPD – 7; Identity
Theft – 1; Loose Dogs – 1;
Burglar Alarm – 3; Fire

Alarm – 1; Fire – 1; Customer
Problem – 1; Check Area – 1;
Medical Aid – 2; Panic Alarm –
1; Hit and Run – 1.

Accident Reports
    Saturday, November 20,
8:35 p.m., an accident was re-
ported on N. Clinton involving
a 2013 GMC Terrain, driven by
Barbara Milbauer, Dwight,
which struck a 2012 Jeep
Wagon, driven by Kenneth
White, Dwight, that was sitting
at a stop sign.
    Monday, November 22,
1:08 p.m., an accident was re-
ported at 309 W. Mazon Ave.
involving a 2018 GMC utility
pulling a trailer, driven by Dale
Stauffenburg, Braidwood,
which struck the mirror on a
parked and driverless 2021
Chevrolet Traverse, owned by
Maggie Christensen

Ambulance Runs
by Dwight EMS

    November 18: I-55, MVC,
refusal.
    November 19: Watters Dr.,
medical, Morris; Cty. Hwy. 1,
medical, Riverside, mutual aid
to Campus; Susan, medical, St.
James; Main, medical, refusal,
mutual aid from MVK, Julie,
medical, Riverside; Bannon,
medical, St. James, mutual aid
from MVK.
    November 20: 2500 North
Rd., trauma, St. James, mutual
aid to Odell; Seminole, med-
ical, refusal; Prairie, medical.
    November 21: Scully Rd.,
fire; Scully Rd., fire; Mazon,
medical, St. James.
    November 22: 2050 E. Rd.,
trauma, St. James; Bannon,
trauma, refusal; Union, fire;
Union, fire.
    November 23: Chicago,
medical, refusal; Front, med-
ical, St. James, mutual aid to
Odell; John, medical, Morris;
Aldi, medical, refusal; Mazon,
medical, refusal.

While you’re working, you may be contributing to an individual retirement account (IRA), which can provide a tax-ad-
vantaged way to save for your future. So, is it ever a good idea to tap into your IRA before you retire?

Ideally, you should leave this account intact until your retirement. After all, you could spend two or more decades in re-
tirement, so you’ll need a lot of financial resources. Still, life is unpredictable, so there may be times you’ll consider taking
money from your IRA. You’ll need to be aware, though, that if you withdraw funds before you turn 59½, you will generally
trigger a 10% penalty. Plus, you’ll be taxed on whatever you take out, thereby losing, at least in part, the benefits of tax-de-
ferred earnings offered by a traditional IRA. (With a Roth IRA, you can withdraw your contributions free of taxes and penalties,
but the earnings may be taxed and penalized if you take them out before you’re 59½.)

If you need to withdraw funds from your IRA before you’re 59½, you may be able to avoid the 10% early withdrawal
penalty if you meet an exception, such as one of these:
• Paying for college – You are allowed to take penalty-free withdrawals to pay for tuition and other qualified higher education
expenses for you, your spouse, children or grandchildren. However, since the withdrawals may be considered taxable in-
come, they could reduce the student’s eligibility for financial aid.
• Buying a first home – You and your spouse can each withdraw up to $10,000 from your respective IRAs to buy your first
home. To qualify as a first-time homebuyer, you (and your spouse) need to have not owned a home for the two years pre-
ceding your home purchase.
• Having a child – Following the birth or adoption of a child, you and your coparent can each withdraw up to $5,000 from
your respective IRA without paying the 10%penalty.
• Covering medical expenses – You may be able to avoid the early withdrawal penalty if you use the money to pay for un-
reimbursed medical expenses (for you, your spouse or dependents) that exceed 7.5% of your adjusted gross income. You
may also qualify to take a withdrawal without penalty to pay for health insurance premiums if you are unemployed. 
In the case of a disability, the 10% early withdrawal penalty also may not apply.

These aren’t the only exceptions to the 10% withdrawal penalty, but they do cover many of the common reasons that
people may consider an early withdrawal from their IRAs. And if you do need to take an early withdrawal, consult with your
tax advisor to determine your eligibility for avoiding the 10% penalty.

Keep in mind, though, that you do have ways to potentially reduce the necessity of withdrawing from your IRA early.
One proven technique is to build an emergency fund containing at least three to six months’ worth of living expenses, with
the money kept in a liquid account. You might also consider opening a line of credit. A financial professional can help you
explore other options, as well.

Ultimately, if you can leave your IRA intact until you retire, you’ll be helping yourself greatly. But if you do need to tap
into your account early, at least be familiar with the possible drawbacks – and how you might avoid them.
Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

What to Know About Early IRA Withdrawals

Heritage Health of  Dwight
NOTHING BUNDT CAKE FUND-RAISER
TAKING ORDERS through FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6.

Pick up is Monday, Dec. 20 • 10 - 4 p.m.

300 E. MAZON AVE., DWIGHT
ALL ORDERS TO BE PAID IN CASH BY DECEMBER 6.

Contact Lisa Witheft 815-584-1240 ext. 1055
or email lwitheft@heritageofcare.com

BUNDTLETS $5.00 each

Flavor of  the month: Peppermint Chocolate Chip
Flavors: Red Velvet, Choc. Choc. Chip, White Choc. Raspberry, Lemon, 

Marble, Pecan Praline, Carrot, Confetti, Classic Vanilla, Gluten Free Choc. Chip
Dozen 

BUNDTINIS $25.00 (Red Velvet, Choc. Choc. Chip, White Choc. Raspberry & Lemon)

Twin Size Quilted
MATTRESSES

$60 Each
LEISER FURNITURE

HERSCHER, IL

Limit Two
Limited Supply

Nov. 18 – high 36°, low 21°
Nov. 19 – high 40°, low 21°
Nov. 20 – high 52°, low 34°
Nov. 21 – high 55°, low 20°
Nov. 22 – high 35°, low 17°
Nov. 23 – high 43°, low 19°
Nov. 24 – high 54°, low 36°

.07” precip.
One Year Ago –Dec. 1, 2020

high 49°, low 31°
trace snow

Temps - 2021

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Dwight

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Saturday, December 4
8 a.m. -12 noon

Homemade Baked Goods
Homemade Candy and Cookies

$6/pound
Handmade Craft Items

325 E. Mazon Ave
Dwight

2009 DWIGHT CHRISTMAS PARADE. The IMPACT Elves were at work
promoting the group’s motto, Involve Many People and a Community Thrives. 

Mobile
Pantry in 
Dwight, 
Odell

Monthly
    St. Nicholas Mobile Pantry,
a ministry of Catholic Chari-
ties, serves those in need in the
Diocese of Peoria. The van
stops in Dwight, in the parking
lot of St. Patrick Church, and
Odell, in the St. Paul Church
parking lot, on the second
Thursday afternoon of each
month.
    This month, the date is
Thursday, December 9.
    Individuals are given items
such as blankets, socks, clean-
ing products, personal hygiene
products, and baby products.
These items may change
monthly depending on needs
and what is donated.
    You must fill out an appli-
cation in order to utilize this
monthly service. You can do so
at cdop.org/catholic-charities.
Click on Region 3 and then the
Link button.
    If you need assistance, con-
tact the Diocese at 309-671-
1550 and ask for Catholic
Charities.

Jesse White to Expand Driver’s License, 
ID Card Appointment Program to Larger 
Facilities in Central, Downstate Illinois

Includes Morris Facility - Beginning January 6
    Illinois Secretary of State
Jesse White announced that
throughout the next few
months, many larger downstate
and central Illinois Driver
Services facilities will require
appointments for behind-the-
wheel road tests, REAL IDs,
standard driver’s licenses and
ID cards. Vehicle services, such
as renewing a license plate
sticker or applying for a vehicle
title, do not require an appoint-
ment.
    The beginning date for ap-
pointments at the Morris Driver
Services facility, located at 425
E. Route 6, is January 6. The
hours of operation are Tuesday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
Wednesday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; and Sat-
urday, 7:30 a.m. to noon.
    Other locations may be
added to the list of appoint-
ment-required facilities after
this rollout is complete.
    Customers and employees
are required to wear masks.
Customers are encouraged to
take their own masks.
    Customers may visit
ilsos.gov to schedule an ap-
pointment up to 10 days in ad-
vance during this phase of the
program. New appointment
slots will be available each day
at ilsos.gov.
    Secretary White emphasized
that seniors, veterans, persons
with disabilities and expectant
mothers will be served as walk-
ins at all of the designated ap-
pointment facilities. They also
have the option to make an ap-
pointment.
    For faster access to avail-

able appointments, customers
should visit ilsos.gov as new
appointments are available
each day. The Secretary of
State is also partnering with the
Chicago Lighthouse to provide
an appointment hotline, which
the public may call at 844-817-
4649. The Chicago Light-
house’s call centers offer career
opportunities for people who
are blind, visually impaired,
disabled, veterans and econom-
ically disadvantaged.
    White noted that not all fa-
cilities will go to the appoint-
ment-based system. Many
small, rural facilities will not
require the appointment system
because they do not experience
the heavy customer volume
that large facilities encounter.
These facilities will all remain
accessible to walk-in cus-
tomers. Some facilities in the
Chicago area will also continue
to serve walk-ins.
    There are currently 16
Chicagoland facilities that re-
quire appointments.

Expanding online renewal 
to address heavy customer
volume
    White’s office is expanding
remote renewal for driver’s li-
cense and ID card holders.
During this fall and through the
end of 2021, the office is mail-
ing letters to eligible customers
with expired driver’s licenses
and ID cards requiring them to
renew online, by phone, or by
mail. The office estimates that
this will eliminate the need for
approximately 1 million people
to visit a facility.

    In addition, White’s office
will continue mailing online re-
newal letters to drivers and ID
card holders 90 days before
their cards expire. Many cus-
tomers will be able to renew
online, by phone, and by mail,
and avoid visiting facilities.
Customers who must visit a fa-
cility include first-time driver’s
license or ID card applicants,
first-time REAL ID applicants,
and drivers ages 75 and older
who are required by state law
to visit a facility when renew-
ing their license.
    White continues to encour-
age people to conduct other
business online at ilsos.gov. In
addition to driver’s license and
ID card renewals for those who
qualify, online services include
obtaining a duplicate driver’s
license or ID card, ordering a
driver record and purchasing li-
cense plate stickers.
    As a reminder, White has
extended all driver’s license
and ID card expiration dates to
Jan. 1, 2022. This extension
does not apply to commercial
driver’s licenses (CDL) and
CDL learner’s permits.
    In addition, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has
extended the federal REAL ID
deadline to May 3, 2023.
    “During the pandemic, my
office has continued to serve
the public, including face-to-
face transactions, in a safe and
responsible manner,” said
White. “Throughout this time,
we also greatly expanded on-
line services. This comprehen-
sive plan further addresses the
heavy customer volume at fa-
cilities caused by the ongoing
pandemic.”

Tickets can be purchased at the Mess Hall 
or Legion Bar until drawing

Cullom American Legion • 815-848-7122

Prize Pool Over $6,747
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Drawing every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Q RAFFLE

    Santa has arrived in Morris!
    If you missed him in the
Lighted Holiday Parade, you
still have plenty of opportuni-
ties to visit him.
    Santa will be in his house
on Illinois Avenue to visit with
children now through Sunday,
December 19. Visits with Santa
will be from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. on Saturdays, and on Sun-
days from 1:00-3:00 p.m.
    Note that on December 18,
Santa will not be in his house
until 4:00 p.m., when he will
remain until 8:00 p.m. for all of
the fun during “An Evening
with Santa”.

Santa 
in Morris

Read The Paper every week!
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102 John Street, Dwight • 815-584-2145
You can purchase tokens from an attendant

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or Sunday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

OR YOU CAN BUY THEM ONLINE AT: 

itssuperkleen.com

Touchless
Automatic Car Wash

5-$7 Tokens $24
5-$6 Tokens $19

You can add cash to your paper
token to get the $8 or $10 wash

Car Wash Tokens 
Make Great Stocking Stuffers!

On Sale until Jan. 3, 2022

Happy Holidays!

Let us care for
your holiday needs!

From catering
. . . . . . . . . .

to fresh produce
. . . . . . . . . .

to hand cut meat
. . . . . . . . . .

Berkot’s is here 
to serve. PICKUPYOURGIFTCARDTODAY!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

105 E. Chippewa St. • (815) 584-1700

Irvin L. Masching
Attorney at Law

Wishing you and yours 
a Merry Christmas!

105 S. Old Route 66, Dwight • 815-584-2920
www.Route66Restaurant.com

See us for your 
Holiday Parties and Catering!
Gift Certificates Available!

Stephen J. Tock
The Keeley Building 310 S. Prairie Ave.

Dwight, IL 60420
584-1470 • 1-800-959-5710

Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

Happy Holidays!
Huffman Tire & Auto
Complete Auto Care

606 S. Union (Rt. 47), Dwight
815-584-1333

Load the Sleigh
Feed the Reindeer
Polish Rudolph’s Nose
Deliver Presents
Download the Bank of Pontiac 

Mobile Banking App.

Santa’s “To Do” List

The Supportive Living Program is available in Illinois
for seniors 65 or older who need help maintaining their
independence regardless of their financial resources. 
Seniors on Medicaid who only receive minimum Social
Security income can qualify.

Call 815-584-9280 to learn more!

Local Art • Gifts
Women’s Apparel
and Accessories

Metal Art

Freeze Dried Candy

Franklin Corner
Your One Stop Holiday Shop!

Fine art prints &
Commissioned 

Portraits

162 E. Main Street, Dwight
815-374-5080

Join us for a 

Sunday, Dec. 5  
12 - 4

Come and Shop our Vendors 
WHO WILL BE ON HAND

AWARD
WINNING
MEAD

111 East Chippewa St.,
Downtown Dwight

815.496.0389

A
DWIGHTA
DWIGHT

Chri s tmasChri s tmas
Saturday, December 4

Breakfast with Santa, 9 a.m.
at Cherry Red Roasters • 200 S. Franklin Street
Tickets must be purchased before the event.

9 a.m. - Dwight Dance and Fitness is performing
Allison Rhodes playing piano @ breakfast

Dwight Christmas Parade, 6 p.m.

Stay Downtown
for shopping and dining.
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TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS
NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS.

Tech-Ni-Kolor 
AutoCrafters, Inc.

105 Watters Drive, Dwight
815-584-2585

Nate Bissey                       “Follow us on Facebook”

McDonald’s of
Dwight and Pontiac

Valid only at Dwight, Pontiac and Chenoa McDonald’s.
Locally Owned & Operated By Paul & Mary Breznay

NOW HIRING
Full and Part Time - EOE

Gift Cards
Make Great Stocking Stuffers

Special Wishes
for a Safe 
and Happy 
Holiday!

BP Amoco Gift Cards
“Great Stocking 

Stuffers”
$25 - $50 - $100

400 E. MAZON AVE.
DWIGHT 584-3329

JENSEN’S        AMOCO
600 W. PRAIRIE    
ODELL 998-2642

Open Christmas Eve
5 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Christmas Day 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

BROKERS:

www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

Jenny Johnson…..……. 815-405-2326
Amanda McCoy…..…… 815-978-3707   
Michelle Weber…...…… 815-474-6511

Bob deOliveira…… 815-295-3281
Mary Kilbride……...815-263-8753
Jake Ross…….....…815-325-0511

EXPERIENCE • RESULTS • FULL TIME REALTORS
700-A South Union St., Dwight, IL 

To our past, present and future clients…
have a wonderful upcoming holiday season.

If you want to Sell or Buy, Call Our Office!
Bill Sole, MGR BRKR, 815-252-8456 

Come See Us at Our New Location!

106B Watters Drive, Dwight
(next to CVS Pharmacy)

815-584-3008

313 S. Prairie Ave.   815 - 584 - 1525

FROM:

McClarey Law Firm

Merry Christmas Ring in the New Year
with a 2022 Dwight Calendar

You’ll find a page of Coupon savings for businesses 

in Dwight and new photos each month of Dwight.

Calendars brought to you by:CalEnDars arE $20 &

For salE at:

Cherry Red Roasters, Aly Anne’s 
Dwight Pizza, Midland State Bank
Dwight Bank, branch of Bank of Pontiac
AND Dec. 4 during Breakfast with Santa & DEA building during gift wrapping

Merry Christmas
from everyone at

heritage health
300 E. Mazon Ave.

Dwight

815-584-1240

    Operation SOS (Support
Our Soldiers) will be walking
in the Dwight Christmas Pa-
rade Saturday, December 4,
collecting items for our troops.
    These will be shipped in
their Christmas packages.
    Individually packaged items
like rice krispy treats, fruit
snacks, candy canes, Slim
Jims, hot chocolate packets,
candy, granola bars,
cheese/peanut butter crackers,
and gum are being sought.
Christmas cards are also appre-

ciated, but don’t put them in
envelopes.
    Operation SOS currently
has 37 names on their list. Cash
donations are always appreci-
ated.

    After walking in the parade,
the packages will be assembled
at the fire station. Anyone
wishing to walk in the parade
or help with the packages is en-
couraged to attend. Meet in
front of the fire station at 5:45
p.m.

Operation SOS to Collect
Items for Troops During

Dwight Christmas Parade

A
DWIGHTA
DWIGHT

UpcomingVisits
with Santa 

Friday, Dec. 10
5-7 p.m.

sat., Dec.11
1-3 p.m.

Visit with santa at the DEa building, 132 E. Main st..

horsE-Drawn CarriagE riDEs 

hot ChoColatE - provided by SOCU

Immediately Following  the Parade

December 12 
Backwards Parade  6-10 p.m.

start at ACE Hardware, Dwight

The Paper

Put The Paper
in their mailbox!

One-Year Subscriptions Available:
$60 3rd Class

$110 1st Class
$40 Online

204 E. Chippewa St., Dwight, IL 60420 • 815.584.1901 
815.584.2196 fax • thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

Give a Holiday Hoot
and Get your Stocking Stuffers

and Gift Certificates Here! 

Happy 
Holidays!

Rt. 17 East,
Dwight

815-584-2880

200 S. FRANKLIN, DWIGHT
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Midnight in Morris
Dec. 3 – 12 Noon - 12 Midnight
20% Off Storewide

(Some exclusions apply)

The Paper welcomes letters to the editor on topics of current
local interest.  All letters must be signed and include your name,
address and phone number.  No letters will be published with
fictitious names or if unsigned.  All letters should be typed or
neatly printed and should not exceed 250 words. Letters are lim-
ited to one every 60 days per household. Political letters will not
run the week prior to an election. 

The Paper reserves the right to edit or reject any or all sub-
mitted items.  Address letters to:  Editor, The Paper, P.O. Box
245, 204 E. Chippewa, Dwight, IL  60420.

We welcome your thoughts.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Morris 
Hospital
Hosts 

Community
Blood Drive
Dec. 15

    In response to the ongoing
severe blood supply shortage,
Morris Hospital is hosting a
blood drive in cooperation with
Versiti Blood Center Wednes-
day, December 15, from 12:00-
5:00 p.m. in Conference
Rooms 2 and 3 on the lower
level of Morris Hospital, 150
W. High Street in Morris.
    Those who donate will be
helping replenish the local
blood supply as Versiti sup-
plies blood products for Morris
Hospital. All blood types are
needed, with O positive and O
negative most in demand.
    Blood donors must be age
17 or older, weigh at least 110
pounds, be in good health and
free from cold or flu symptoms
on the day of donation. In Illi-
nois, 16-year olds may donate
with written approval from a
parent or guardian. Donors will
be required to wear a mask
while inside Morris Hospital.
    The entire process for do-
nating blood takes about one
hour, including registration, a
brief medical screening, blood
collection and refreshments.
Donors should take a photo ID
with proof of age. Those plan-
ning to donate should eat a
healthy meal and drink plenty
of water before donating.
    Appointments are recom-
mended by calling Morris Hos-
pital at 815-705-7386.
Walk-ins are welcome.

Odell Christmas Angels
Drive Underway

    The annual Odell Christmas
Angels fund drive is underway,
sponsored by the Odell Knights
of Columbus.
    All of the money donated to
the Christmas Angels program
will be used to purchase new
clothing for Odell area children
in need at Christmas time.

    Donations can be dropped
off at the Odell Bank or mailed
to: Bank of Pontiac Odell
Branch, c/o Angel Fund, 200 S.
Waupansie St., Odell, IL
60460. Make checks payable to
Odell Knights of Columbus
and write Christmas Angels in
the memo line.

BRIAN CRAFT, Vice President of Peoples National Bank and
Operations Supervisor at Dwight Banking Center, presents a
$500.00 donation to Jill Murphy for this year’s Love Boxes
fund.

    All Christmas for Kids
shoppers need to drop off
wrapped gifts at the Dwight
United Methodist Church on
Thursday, December 9, be-
tween 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
    If you are unable to drop off
wrapped gifts on the 9th,
please make arrangements
prior to that date for drop off.
    If you wish to help deliver
the gifts to families, be at the
church Saturday morning, De-
cember 11, by 9 a.m.
    If you have any questions,
call 815-584-2179.

Dwight 
Christmas 
for Kids 

Drop-off and
Delivery

Approaching
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OBITUARIES

    Aaron J. Boma
    2016 ISU Grad

Family members of the deceased, please instruct the Funeral
Home to send information to:

The Paper
fax:  815-584-2196

email:  thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

Minutes
with
Boma

5
Every year around this time, checking the weather
app, watching it on the news, or even better yet,
reading it in The Paper, it gets slightly more bleak. 
There’s always a moment of “wow, I guess we’re re-
ally doing this again,” followed by a moment of con-
sideration in moving to somewhere where there isn’t
despair when looking at the weather app at the be-
ginning of December. 
The thing, above all else, that really crosses the line
is when those dreaded little snow icons start popping
up. Until then you’re just kind of moving about, bliss-
fully unaware of what’s coming...and that’s the in-
evitable: the first snow. 
While the first big snow is definitely devastating,
there is something semi-romanticized about it. Like
during any school year, the first snowfall was always
met with real genuine excitement. The only other
snow that is allowed to have that excitement sur-
rounding it is if it snows on Christmas Eve/Christ-
mas Day. That is also allowed to have excitement
follow it around. 
However, all, and any, in between those can go away
and not show their face this year. No one likes shov-
eling. No one likes questioning if they should drive
somewhere because of stuff falling from the sky. No
one likes their shoes to be all wet when they take
them off. I don’t think anyone really enjoys snow,
and that’s just the matter of the facts. 
Here is to hoping that global warming can rear its
head in a positive way and keep the snow out of Illi-
nois this winter. 
With all that being said, I’m going to Texas for 2
weeks soon, so, enjoy the first snow. 
Go Bulls. 

Snow
(and hopefully the lack thereof)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BANK OF PONTIAC, 
an Illinois Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SHAWN P. HOLMES, and unknown owners 
and non-record claimants,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE

Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure entered by the court in the above entitled cause the
property hereinafter described, or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the highest bid-
der.

A. The name, address and telephone number of the person to
contact for information regarding the real estate is: Donald R. Mc-
Clarey, McClarey Law Firm, 313 S. Prairie Ave., P.O. Box 9,
Dwight, IL  60420-0009; (815) 584-1525.

B. The common address of the real estate is 303 W. Jackson
St., Cullom, IL  60929.

C. The legal description of the real estate is:
Lot 14 and the East 8 feet of Lot 13 in Block 1 of Peterdorf’s

Addition to the Village of Cullom, Livingston County, Illinois.

PIN: 18-23-385-011

Commonly known as: 303 W. Jackson St., Cullom, IL  60929.

D. A description of the improvements on the real estate is: 2-
story single-family home, including 4 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, full
basement, and 2-car detached garage.

E. The real estate may not be inspected prior to the sale.

F. The date, time and place of the sale are: January 11, 2022 at
10:00 A.M., Livingston County Law & Justice Center, 110 N.
Main St., Pontiac, IL  61764.

G. The terms of the sale are: 50% paid at sale and balance paid
within 48 hours of sale, all in cash or certified funds. No refunds.

H. Title will be conveyed subject to all general real estate taxes
which are a lien upon the real estate, but have not yet become due
and payable, special assessments, if any, and easements and re-
strictions apparent and of record.

I. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

         Donald R. McClarey
         Attorney for Bank of Pontiac

)
)
)  No. 21-CH-5
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BANK OF PONTIAC, 
an Illinois Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SHAWN P. HOLMES, and unknown owners 
and non-record claimants,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE

Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure entered by the court in the above entitled cause the
property hereinafter described, or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the highest bid-
der.

A. The name, address and telephone number of the person to
contact for information regarding the real estate is: Donald R. Mc-
Clarey, McClarey Law Firm, 313 S. Prairie Ave., P.O. Box 9,
Dwight, IL  60420-0009; (815) 584-1525.

B. The common address of the real estate is 1304 Nixon Dr.,
Pontiac, IL  61764

C. The legal description of the real estate is:
Lot 68 in First Addition to Westview Subdivision to the City

of Pontiac, Livingston County, Illinois, as per Plat recorded Oc-
tober 16, 1979, as Document Number 387228 in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds of Livingston County, Illinois.

PIN: 15-16-452-031
Commonly known as: 1304 Nixon Dr., Pontiac, IL  61764
D. A description of the improvements on the real estate is: 1-

story single-family home, including 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, no
basement, and 1-car attached garage.

E. The real estate may not be inspected prior to the sale.
F. The date, time and place of the sale are: January 11, 2022 at

10:00 A.M., Livingston County Law & Justice Center, 110 N.
Main St., Pontiac, IL  61764.

G. The terms of the sale are: 50% paid at sale and balance paid
within 48 hours of sale, all in cash or certified funds. No refunds.

H. Title will be conveyed subject to all general real estate taxes
which are a lien upon the real estate, but have not yet become due
and payable, special assessments, if any, and easements and re-
strictions apparent and of record.

I. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

         Donald R. McClarey
         Attorney for Bank of Pontiac

)
)
)  No. 21-CH-6
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BANK OF PONTIAC, 
an Illinois Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SHAWN P. HOLMES, and unknown owners 
and non-record claimants,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE

Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure entered by the court in the above entitled cause the
property hereinafter described, or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the highest bid-
der.

A. The name, address and telephone number of the person to
contact for information regarding the real estate is: Donald R. Mc-
Clarey, McClarey Law Firm, 313 S. Prairie Ave., P.O. Box 9,
Dwight, IL  60420-0009; (815) 584-1525.

B. The common address of the real estate is 1309 Nixon Dr.,
Pontiac, IL  61764

C. The legal description of the real estate is:
Lot 89 in First Addition to Westview Subdivision in the City

of Pontiac, Livingston County, Illinois, as per Plat recorded Oc-
tober 16, 1979, as Document Number 387228.

PIN: 15-16-451-032

Commonly known as: 1309 Nixon Dr., Pontiac, IL  61764

D. A description of the improvements on the real estate is: 1-
story single-family home, including 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, no
basement, and 1-car attached garage.

E. The real estate may not be inspected prior to the sale.

F. The date, time and place of the sale are: January 11, 2022 at
10:00 A.M., Livingston County Law & Justice Center, 110 N.
Main St., Pontiac, IL  61764.

G. The terms of the sale are: 50% paid at sale and balance paid
within 48 hours of sale, all in cash or certified funds. No refunds.

H. Title will be conveyed subject to all general real estate tax-
es which are a lien upon the real estate, but have not yet become
due and payable, special assessments, if any, and easements and
restrictions apparent and of record.

I. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

         Donald R. McClarey
         Attorney for Bank of Pontiac

)
)
)  No. 21-CH-7
)
)
)
)
)

Serving Pontiac, Cullom, Forrest,
Chatsworth and the surrounding areas.100 N. Franklin, Dwight • 815-584-1146

www.grieffsmonuments.com

Personalized Monuments
with Many Designs and Colors to Choose From

Personalized Gift Items
Perfect for every occasion!

Also Specializing in...
Trophies, Boulder Engraving, Plaques

Grieff’s Precious Monuments 
& Laser Etchings

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that on November 24, 2021, a
certificate was filed in the Office of the County Clerk of Liv-
ingston County, Illinois, setting forth the names and post-office
addresses of all the persons owning, conducting and transacting
business known as Sweat Factory, located at 108 Watters Dr.,
Dwight, IL  60420.

Dated this 24th day of November, 2021.
Kristy A. Masching
Livingston County Clerk

Olive Jean
Parker, 78, of
Morris passed
away Monday,
November 22,
2021 at Light-
ways in Joliet,
with her loving
family by her
side.

Born Decem-
ber 20, 1942 in
Morris, Illinois,
she was the
daughter of the late Douglas
and Addie (Wilkinson) Welsh.

Jean attended school at
LaSalle-Peru and graduated
from Mazon High School in
1960. On September 29, 1962,
she married Dick Parker of
Mazon. They have spent the
last 59 years together.

Jean enjoyed working for
Dr. Rest as an Optometrist As-
sistant for many years and then
working for Chiropractor, Dr.
Mark Conrod.

Family was extremely im-
portant to Jean and her love for
her grandchildren was every-
thing. Early on, she enjoyed
skydiving and numerous
Boundary Water family canoe
trips. She loved her visits from
her special friend, Ron John-
son, cheering on the White Sox
and reading a good book.

She is survived by her hus-
band; two daughters, Dana
Parker (fiance Wayne Baci-
galupo) of Channahon and
Addie (Aaron) McNabb of
Seneca; four grandchildren:
Camryn Mullen, Isabella Baci-
galupo, Brody, and Audry Mc-
Nabb; four siblings: her

identical twin
sister, June Enger
of Dwight;
David and Patri-
cia Welsh of Mi-
nooka; Rance
Welsh of Morris;
and Christine
White of Gard-
ner.

Also surviv-
ing are nieces
and nephews:
Jason Enger of

Morris; Chad and Stacey
White of Coal City; Colleen
White of Arizona; Amber and
Bob Miskell of Morris; Ryan
and Tiffany Welsh of Morris;
Katie and Danny Peterson of
Morris; Deidre and Jason
Rhodes of Gardner; Andrea
Welsh of Coal City; and
Amanda and Isen Veljic of
Hong Kong.

Preceding her in death were
her parents; her daughter, Lissa
June Parker; and her nephew,
Eric White.

Memorials to the Parkin-
son’s Foundation would be ap-
preciated.

Visitation will be held Sat-
urday, December 4, 2021, from
10:00 a.m. until a Celebration
of Life at 12:00 noon at Fred C.
Dames Funeral Home, 1201 W.
Route 6 at Deerpath Drive in
Morris.

Interment will follow in
Sample Cemetery, Morris.

For information, please call
(815) 942-5040 or visit her
Memorial Tribute at www.fred
cdames.com where you can
share a favorite memory or
leave a condolence.

Olive Jean Parker
Lucille K.

Masching of Pon-
tiac, Illinois
passed away
Wednesday, No-
vember 24, 2021
at 10:13 p.m. at
Good Samaritan
Home in Pontiac.

A Mass of
Christian Burial
will be held Sat-
urday, December
4, 2021 at 1:00
p.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Pontiac, Illinois,
with Father Adam Cesarek of-
ficiating.

Burial will follow in St.
Mary’s Catholic Cemetery,
Pontiac, Illinois.

Visitation will be held Sat-
urday, December 4, 2021 from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., with a
Rosary said at 10:30 a.m.

Duffy - Baier - Snedecor
Funeral Home, Pontiac, is in
charge of arrangements.

Lucille was born in Eming-
ton, Illinois to Joseph Leo and
Irene (Ready) Kelly. She mar-
ried Edward P. Masching on
October 20, 1951 in Loretto,
Illinois. He passed away Janu-
ary 18, 2021.

She is survived by her chil-
dren: Joyce (Don) Seib of Hu-
bertus, Wisconsin; Joan
(Richard) Hyde of Island Lake,
Illinois; Mark (Kristy)
Masching of Pontiac, Illinois;
Kevin (Joni) Masching of
Odell, Illinois; and Eric
Masching of Brookfield, Wis-
consin.

Also surviving are a brother,
Leo Kelly of Pontiac, Illinois;
sisters-in-law: Delores Kelly of
Cornell, Illinois and Kay Kelly
of Pontiac, Illinois; grandchil-
dren: Brian (Lindsay)
Masching, Todd (Jen)
Masching, Rich (Jamie) Hyde,
Kara (Justin) Hoffman, Brock
Masching, Kyle (Brittany)

Masching, and
Larissa (Charles)
Johnson; and
great-grandchil-
dren: Addison,
Bailey, Cayden,
Owen, Olivia,
Damian, Adley,
Darren, Arya,
Troy, Hannah,
Collin, Blake,
Bryce, and Kam-
ryn.

She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents;
husband, Edward; grandson,
Derek Seib; and brothers, Clare
Kelly and Joe Kelly.

Lucille was a graduate of
Dwight High School, class of
1949. She worked in office ad-
ministration for the Pontiac
Daily Leader and Evenglow
Lodge in Pontiac, Illinois. She
later worked for Safeco Insur-
ance in Atlanta, Georgia, and
then the Community Memorial
Hospital in Menomonee Falls,
Wisconsin.

Lucille was a member of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in
Pontiac, Illinois. She enjoyed
writing letters and sending
cards, collecting family history
and ancestry, and loved giving
her sons a hard time as often as
she could.

She was very proud of her
Irish heritage.

Memorials may be made to
Evenglow Inn in Pontiac, Illi-
nois; Good Samaritan Home in
Pontiac, Illinois; and OSF Hos-
pice.

The family wishes to send
thanks and gratitude to every-
one at Evenglow Inn and Good
Samaritan Home Dixie Center
for the love and care they pro-
vided to their mom.

Online condolences may be
made to the family at: 
duffyfuneralhome.com 
or visit us on Facebook.

Lucille K. Masching

Go For It– Advertise inThe Paper...
Just Call 815-584-1901

more obituaries appear on page 12
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O’Brien Announces Candidacy 
for Illinois Supreme Court

by Brandon LaChance

    Justice Mary Kay O'Brien
has served her community and
the state of Illinois for two
decades.
    Now, the Reddick native and
Essex resident wants to bring
her experience and passion be-
hind the value of everyone hav-
ing the right to be heard to the
Illinois Supreme Court as she
has begun her campaign for the
November 8, 2022 election.
    “I think I've spent my entire
career and my entire life really
trying to level the playing field
for people to have a voice,” Jus-
tice O'Brien said. “Judges are
not allowed and we wouldn't
want to tell you how they feel
about a certain issue or how
they're going to rule on a case.
But what you want, is to literally
get your day in court, to be
heard and to feel like we looked
at all of the arguments and peo-
ple were treated fairly regard-
less if they have a high-powered
attorney, or money, or status.
    “Every decision made at the
Supreme Court level affects
every citizen. They might not be
part of the case, but the deci-
sions really do impact everyone.
Although it was an unexpected
vacancy, it's certainly something
I've been interested in and I feel
it's the time for me to do it both
professionally and personally.”
    O'Brien has the resume to
warrant a candidacy for the
Supreme Court position left
open when Justice Thomas Kil-
bride wasn't retained in Nov.
2020. Kilbride was the first jus-
tice in Illinois history to not be
retained, which is one of three
ways to step down from the
Supreme Court joining resigna-
tion and death.
    She has heard over 4,500
cases during the last 18 years as
a judge for the Third District
Appellate Court. During her 18-
year run, she was elected four
times by voters of the 75th Dis-
trict and won by a landslide (80
percent of voters) in 2014.
    Not only has O'Brien tried
appellate court cases such as
seat belt tickets, speeding tick-
ets, murder charges, medical
malpractice lawsuits and any-
thing else under the law book,

she has been involved in multi-
ple committees and practices.
    O'Brien served in commit-
tees including the Supreme
Court Rules, Legislative, and
Appellate Court Access to Jus-
tice Committees, the Illinois
Courts Commission, and the
Lawyers Assistance Program.
    The General Assembly once
listed O'Brien as a member, she
chaired the Judiciary Committee
on Criminal Law where she
presided over death penalty re-
form and fought to protect chil-
dren from violent offenders and
to expand the statute of limita-
tions for sexual assault against
minors.
    “For someone who grew up
in a downstate rural community
like I did, there are certain core
values that we share,” said
O'Brien who was a state legisla-
tor from 1996-2003. “I also un-
derstand decisions behind
farming and property rights.
Those are kinds of things that
come before the court that I feel
are important.
    “My high school history
teacher, Tom Green, was really
influential. We would banter
back and forth and talk a lot.
When you're young, you always
hear the phrase, 'Life isn't fair'.
I have always felt that is not an
excuse to not try to make them
fair because the world should be
fair.
    “Everyone should have the
equal chance. What they do with
the chance, you can't really
guarantee that, but I think that
things should be fair. Every part
of my professional life I've al-
ways tried to make things as fair
as possible.”

    Justice O'Brien grew up on a
family farm in Reddick and
graduated from the now defunct
Reddick High School before at-
tending Joliet Junior College,
Western Illinois University, and
law school at the University of
Illinois.
    Growing up, the now judge
was employed by the Country
Mansion, Heritage Health and
the U.S. Post Office in Dwight.
    She is married to Todd
Gereaux and they have three
sons in Mason, Mike and Matt.
The support system provided by
her family is an extra incentive
to do her best to be the next Illi-
nois Supreme Court Judge.
    “The only requirements for
the Supreme Court is you have
to be 21-years old, have to have
a law degree and be in good
standing,” O'Brien said. “Cer-
tainly having the background of
the Appellate Court is some-
thing that's going to be very
helpful.
    “I have a lot of strong con-
nections in the area and it's
home to me, too.”
    The primaries once set for
March 2022, are now going to
be held June 28.
    Primaries were moved be-
cause the consensus and redis-
tricting were delayed. The
redistricting changed Justice
O'Brien's Appellate Court duties
as her counties went from 21 to
seven, including DuPage, Will,
Kankakee, Iroquois, Grundy, La
Salle, and Bureau.

Brandon LaChance can be con-
tacted at (815) 876-7941,
blachance20@gmail.com, or on
Twitter @LaChanceWriter.

Justice Mary Kay O'Brien 
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DOWN BY THE SIDE OF
THE ROAD  Two bald eagles
were spotted near Cayuga, Il.
on Nov. 26, 2021 about 11am.
Several more eagles were in
the area. Enjoy the rare close-
up of the bald eagles.

photo by Andy Kelleher

‘Pheasants Are Losing Their Habitat’
    Today (Nov. 18) I went on a
pheasant hunt with my dad. It’s
a sport, hobby, and pass-time
my dad has grown up doing
with his friends and family.
There is a specific beauty in
waking up early, breathing in
the crisp air with the sun peak-
ing over the horizon. It is an ex-
perience that allows people to
connect to nature and the envi-
ronment, by walking through
areas of brush alongside creeks,
native grasslands with wild-
flowers and wildrye. It also en-
courages a connection between
man and his dog, observing the
dog’s excitement as he hops
and runs through the brush and
tall grass smelling out pheas-
ants. There is a specific bond
that is created through an activ-
ity the dog is instinctively
drawn to and man enjoys.
    This pheasant hunt with my
dad today was different, be-
cause over half of the habitat
that pheasants nest and live in
was mowed over. Whether or
not our dog found and flushed
out any pheasants, the time
spent out walking through the

brush is always enjoyable...but
today it was not. Today, we are
left feeling discouraged and
upset with how the common
man makes decisions solely
based on how it can benefit
them and their lives, and not
how these decisions impact the
delicate environment and
ecosystem around them.
    Pheasants are losing their
habitat rather quickly. Just
about as long as it takes to mow
over an acre or two of ditches
or native grassland. If people
continue to make thoughtless
decisions without reflecting on
the effects, this sport will die in
our area. People like my dad,
who have grown up around
pheasant hunting, will lose the
sport, and with that, a tradition
will vanish which includes the
precious moments and memo-
ries that are created through it.
Not only that, but we are forc-
ing these animals to leave habi-
tats in which they have nested
and thrived for years. This
drastically creates an imbal-
anced ecosystem, (a disease
one might say), one which is

man-driven. This affects other
animals, insects, plants, and the
soil...the very soil that most
people around here make their
living off of...
    Now, I am not trying to
point a finger and blame people
for what they have done. I am
trying to bring to attention the
ripple effect of not only that
one act of mowing over pre-
cious native grassland at the
wrong time, but also the many
acts in which we all take in our
daily lives that leave exponen-
tial impacts through our com-
munity and environment.
    The Department of Natural
Resources has articles and
guidelines on how you can
properly maintain your land
while not disturbing the pheas-
ants nesting periods. Check out
www2.illinois.gov/dnr/pub
lications/Documents/00000058.
pdf and www2.illinois.gov/dnr/
news/Pages/Delayed-Mowing-
Can-Help-Save-Wildlife.aspx

submitted by 
Mary Wiemken

Dwight, IL

Fine art prints &
Commissioned 

Portraits Freeze Dried

Wed. 4-9   Thurs, Fri, Sat. 11-7  Sun.

FRANKLI
N COR-

Sunday, Dec. 5  
12 - 4

Come and Shop 
our Vendors!

Metal Art

162 E. Main Street, Dwight      815-374-5080

Franklin Corner
Local Art • Gifts
Women’s Apparel
and Accessories
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O’Brien Announces Candidacy 
for Illinois Supreme Court

by Brandon LaChance

    Justice Mary Kay O'Brien
has served her community and
the state of Illinois for two
decades.
    Now, the Reddick native and
Essex resident wants to bring
her experience and passion be-
hind the value of everyone hav-
ing the right to be heard to the
Illinois Supreme Court as she
has begun her campaign for the
November 8, 2022 election.
    “I think I've spent my entire
career and my entire life really
trying to level the playing field
for people to have a voice,” Jus-
tice O'Brien said. “Judges are
not allowed and we wouldn't
want to tell you how they feel
about a certain issue or how
they're going to rule on a case.
But what you want, is to literally
get your day in court, to be
heard and to feel like we looked
at all of the arguments and peo-
ple were treated fairly regard-
less if they have a high-powered
attorney, or money, or status.
    “Every decision made at the
Supreme Court level affects
every citizen. They might not be
part of the case, but the deci-
sions really do impact everyone.
Although it was an unexpected
vacancy, it's certainly something
I've been interested in and I feel
it's the time for me to do it both
professionally and personally.”
    O'Brien has the resume to
warrant a candidacy for the
Supreme Court position left
open when Justice Thomas Kil-
bride wasn't retained in Nov.
2020. Kilbride was the first jus-
tice in Illinois history to not be
retained, which is one of three
ways to step down from the
Supreme Court joining resigna-
tion and death.
    She has heard over 4,500
cases during the last 18 years as
a judge for the Third District
Appellate Court. During her 18-
year run, she was elected four
times by voters of the 75th Dis-
trict and won by a landslide (80
percent of voters) in 2014.
    Not only has O'Brien tried
appellate court cases such as
seat belt tickets, speeding tick-
ets, murder charges, medical
malpractice lawsuits and any-
thing else under the law book,

she has been involved in multi-
ple committees and practices.
    O'Brien served in commit-
tees including the Supreme
Court Rules, Legislative, and
Appellate Court Access to Jus-
tice Committees, the Illinois
Courts Commission, and the
Lawyers Assistance Program.
    The General Assembly once
listed O'Brien as a member, she
chaired the Judiciary Committee
on Criminal Law where she
presided over death penalty re-
form and fought to protect chil-
dren from violent offenders and
to expand the statute of limita-
tions for sexual assault against
minors.
    “For someone who grew up
in a downstate rural community
like I did, there are certain core
values that we share,” said
O'Brien who was a state legisla-
tor from 1996-2003. “I also un-
derstand decisions behind
farming and property rights.
Those are kinds of things that
come before the court that I feel
are important.
    “My high school history
teacher, Tom Green, was really
influential. We would banter
back and forth and talk a lot.
When you're young, you always
hear the phrase, 'Life isn't fair'.
I have always felt that is not an
excuse to not try to make them
fair because the world should be
fair.
    “Everyone should have the
equal chance. What they do with
the chance, you can't really
guarantee that, but I think that
things should be fair. Every part
of my professional life I've al-
ways tried to make things as fair
as possible.”

    Justice O'Brien grew up on a
family farm in Reddick and
graduated from the now defunct
Reddick High School before at-
tending Joliet Junior College,
Western Illinois University, and
law school at the University of
Illinois.
    Growing up, the now judge
was employed by the Country
Mansion, Heritage Health and
the U.S. Post Office in Dwight.
    She is married to Todd
Gereaux and they have three
sons in Mason, Mike and Matt.
The support system provided by
her family is an extra incentive
to do her best to be the next Illi-
nois Supreme Court Judge.
    “The only requirements for
the Supreme Court is you have
to be 21-years old, have to have
a law degree and be in good
standing,” O'Brien said. “Cer-
tainly having the background of
the Appellate Court is some-
thing that's going to be very
helpful.
    “I have a lot of strong con-
nections in the area and it's
home to me, too.”
    The primaries once set for
March 2022, are now going to
be held June 28.
    Primaries were moved be-
cause the consensus and redis-
tricting were delayed. The
redistricting changed Justice
O'Brien's Appellate Court duties
as her counties went from 21 to
seven, including DuPage, Will,
Kankakee, Iroquois, Grundy, La
Salle, and Bureau.

Brandon LaChance can be con-
tacted at (815) 876-7941,
blachance20@gmail.com, or on
Twitter @LaChanceWriter.

Justice Mary Kay O'Brien 
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DOWN BY THE SIDE OF
THE ROAD  Two bald eagles
were spotted near Cayuga, Il.
on Nov. 26, 2021 about 11am.
Several more eagles were in
the area. Enjoy the rare close-
up of the bald eagles.

photo by Andy Kelleher

‘Pheasants Are Losing Their Habitat’
    Today (Nov. 18) I went on a
pheasant hunt with my dad. It’s
a sport, hobby, and pass-time
my dad has grown up doing
with his friends and family.
There is a specific beauty in
waking up early, breathing in
the crisp air with the sun peak-
ing over the horizon. It is an ex-
perience that allows people to
connect to nature and the envi-
ronment, by walking through
areas of brush alongside creeks,
native grasslands with wild-
flowers and wildrye. It also en-
courages a connection between
man and his dog, observing the
dog’s excitement as he hops
and runs through the brush and
tall grass smelling out pheas-
ants. There is a specific bond
that is created through an activ-
ity the dog is instinctively
drawn to and man enjoys.
    This pheasant hunt with my
dad today was different, be-
cause over half of the habitat
that pheasants nest and live in
was mowed over. Whether or
not our dog found and flushed
out any pheasants, the time
spent out walking through the

brush is always enjoyable...but
today it was not. Today, we are
left feeling discouraged and
upset with how the common
man makes decisions solely
based on how it can benefit
them and their lives, and not
how these decisions impact the
delicate environment and
ecosystem around them.
    Pheasants are losing their
habitat rather quickly. Just
about as long as it takes to mow
over an acre or two of ditches
or native grassland. If people
continue to make thoughtless
decisions without reflecting on
the effects, this sport will die in
our area. People like my dad,
who have grown up around
pheasant hunting, will lose the
sport, and with that, a tradition
will vanish which includes the
precious moments and memo-
ries that are created through it.
Not only that, but we are forc-
ing these animals to leave habi-
tats in which they have nested
and thrived for years. This
drastically creates an imbal-
anced ecosystem, (a disease
one might say), one which is

man-driven. This affects other
animals, insects, plants, and the
soil...the very soil that most
people around here make their
living off of...
    Now, I am not trying to
point a finger and blame people
for what they have done. I am
trying to bring to attention the
ripple effect of not only that
one act of mowing over pre-
cious native grassland at the
wrong time, but also the many
acts in which we all take in our
daily lives that leave exponen-
tial impacts through our com-
munity and environment.
    The Department of Natural
Resources has articles and
guidelines on how you can
properly maintain your land
while not disturbing the pheas-
ants nesting periods. Check out
www2.illinois.gov/dnr/pub
lications/Documents/00000058.
pdf and www2.illinois.gov/dnr/
news/Pages/Delayed-Mowing-
Can-Help-Save-Wildlife.aspx
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Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase
for Gardner South Wilmington 

High School District #73

I.

II.

III.

IV.

A public hearing to approve a proposed
property tax levy increase for Gardner
South Wilmington High School District
#73 for 2021 will be held on December
15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the boardroom
at Gardner South Wilmington High
School.

Any person desiring to appear at the pub-
lic hearing and present testimony to the
taxing district may contact Mr. Joshua
DeLong, Superintendent, Gardner South
Wilmington High School #73, 500 E.
Main Street, Gardner, Il, 60424.
815.237.2176.

The corporate and special purpose prop-
erty taxes extended for 2020 were
$1,365,357.47. 

The proposed corporate and special pur-
pose property taxes to be levied for 2021
are $1,462,900.00. This represents a
7.14% increase over the previous year.

The property taxes extended for debt
service and public building commission
leases for 2020 were $320,059.54.

The estimated property taxes to be levied
for debt service and public building com-
mission leases for 2021 are $320,687.50.
This represents a 0.20% increase over
the previous year.

The total property taxes extended for
2020 were $1,685,417.01. 

The estimated total property taxes to be
levied for 2021 are $1,783,587.50. This
represents a 5.82% increase over the pre-
vious year.

SPORTS SPORTSSPORTS SPORTS
Monday, November 22
GSW vs. Reed-Custer
    The Lady Panthers were
beaten by Reed-Custer, 39-32,
on November 22.
    Addi Fair led with 16
points, including a three-
pointer and a perfect 5-5 show-
ing at the line. Hannah Balcom
added five points on five free
throws, followed by four points
from Mary Clare Phillips.
Chloe Wells made good on

three free throws, while Taeryn
Lardi provided two points. Eva
Henderson and Riley Klingler
each hit a free throw.
Tuesday, November 23
GSW vs. Herscher
    GSW dropped to 0-6 on the
season after a 55-8 defeat by
Herscher November 23.
    Leading the Lady Panthers
was Eva Henderson with four
points. Addi Fair and Taeryn
Lardi added two points each.

GSW LADY PANTHERS BASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Dwight vs.
Henry-Senachwine
Varsity -
    The Dwight Lady Trojans
dropped their conference
opener November 22 to Henry-
Senachwine, 33-22.
    Scoring for Dwight was
Njomza Asllani with five
points, followed by four each
from Mikalah Bregin (7 re-
bounds), Kassy Kodat, and
Brooke Vigna (8 rebounds).
Lilly Duffy (5 steals, 4 assists)
and Emerson Peters each put in

two points.

JV -
    In the JV meeting, the Lady
Trojans fell to Henry-Senach-
wine, 37-27.
    Ellora McCullough was
high scorer for Dwight with
seven points, in addition to five
boards. Maci Johnson and
Kassy Kodat scored five points
each, with Isabella Bunting
scoring four points. Lilly
Duffy, Njomza Asllani (7 re-
bounds), and Emerson Peters
contributed two points each.

DTHS LADY TROJANS BASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Tri-Point vs. Lexington
    In a match-up with Lexing-
ton November 22 at home, the
Tri-Point Chargers suffered a
43-30 loss.

    Lainey Bertrand (2-2 FT)

was the high scorer for the
Chargers with 12 points. Lanie
Woods chipped in with five
points, including a three-
pointer. Melina Schuette (2-6
FT) and Ronnie Matuszewski
added four points each. Millie
Ruiz nailed a three.

TRI-POINT LADY CHARGERS BASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Seneca vs. Midland
    Seneca took to the road No-
vember 22 to take on Midland,
and returned home with a 50-
18 victory.
    “Our best effort of the year,”
stated Coach Holman. “Nice to
see the girls learning and form-
ing an identity. Fifty points

scored and no one scoring
more than nine was awesome
to see. Twelve girls hit the scor-
ing column.

    Leading the way was
Kennedy Hartwig and Carly
Greve, each with nine points.
Emma Smith supplied seven
points.

SENECA LADY FIGHTING IRISHBASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Dwight vs.
Oglesby Washington
    The seventh grade Lady
Redbirds had their season con-
cluded November 22, follow-
ing a 39-16 defeat by Oglesby
Washington.
    Mikayla Chambers (12
steals, 3 rebounds, 1 assist) and
Delaney Boucher (8 rebounds,
3 steals) had six points each.
Cloe Hall (4 rebounds, 1 steal)
and Claire Sandeno (3 re-
bounds, 3 steals, 1 assist) each

scored two points. Olivia Buck
provided four rebounds and
three steals, while De’Lana
Marsh added two swipes. Addy
Sulzberger and Sophie Bastian
each had one steal.
    “Thank you for all your
dedication and hard work this
season,” Coach Christine
Stephens stated. “We are proud
of all that you accomplished.”

    Dwight’s seventh graders
end the season with a record of
13-8 and as LCT champions.

DCS LADY REDBIRDS BASKETBALL

Tuesday, November 23
Seneca vs. Tremont
and Princeton
    Seneca’s wrestlers took to
the mat November 23, falling
53-20 to Tremont, then 46-30
to Princeton. Individual results
are as follows:
vs. Tremont
    106: Double FF; 113: Kon-
nor Martinn F 3:01 over
Tommy Milton; 120: Bowden
Delaney F 5:29 over Jaden
Casey; 126: Josiah Grant F
1:56 over Justin Goslin; 132:
Robbie Nelson F 5:31 over
Nathan Boyd; 138: Nate
Othon F 4:47 over Logan
Poisal; 145: Asher Hamby 4-
2 over Mason Mark; 152: Levi
Leitner F 2:36 over Ryan
Flynn; 160: Logan Stedman F
:13 over Aidan Burton; 170:
Lucas Wendling by FF; 182: TJ
Conner TF 16-0 over Kyle

Hamby; 195: Chris Peura F
:45 over Jeremy Olsen; 220:
Cooper Wendling F :34 over
Alex Bogner; 285: John Rath-
bun F :41 over Liam Blue.
vs. Princeton
    106: Double FF; 113:
Tommy Milton by FF; 120:
Ace Christiansen by FF; 126:
Justin Goslin F 3:44 over
Mike Kurth; 132: Matthew
Harris F :38 over Robbie Nel-
son; 138: Nate Othon F 3:00
over Preston Ankels; 145:
Augie Christiansen F 2:37 over
Ryan Flynn; 152: Asher
Hamby by FF; 160: Carson
Etheridge F :41 over Aidan
Burton; 170: Kyle Hamby by
FF; 182: Anthony Viganow by
FF; 195: Drew Harp 15-5 over
Chris Peura; 220: Jessie
Wright F :46 over Alex
Bogner; 285: JJ Wicaryus F
3:57 over Liam Blue.

SENECA FIGHTING IRISH WRESTLING

Dwight Varsity Trojans take 3rd at Turkey Tourney

24 Shopping Days
until Christmas

DTHS VARSITY BOYS
BASKETBALL TEAM
hoists a third-place tro-
phy at Woodland to con-
clude their run in the
Route 17 Classic. The
Trojans defeated St.
Bede 72-69 to earn the
hardware.
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Notice of Proposed 
Property Tax Increase for 

Braceville Elementary School District #75

I.

II.

III.

IV.

A public hearing to approve a proposed
property tax levy increase for Braceville
Elementary School District #75 for 2021
will be held on December 8, 2021 at 6:30
p.m. in the library at Braceville Elemen-
tary School.

Any person desiring to appear at the pub-
lic hearing and present testimony to the
taxing district may contact Mr. Joshua
DeLong, Superintendent, Braceville El-
ementary School #75, 209 N. Mitchell
Road, Braceville, Illinois, 815.237.8040.

The corporate and special purpose prop-
erty taxes extended for 2020 were
$524,020.49. 

The proposed corporate and special pur-
pose property taxes to be levied for 2021
are $578,000.00. This represents a
10.30% increase over the previous year.

The property taxes extended for debt
service and public building commission
leases for 2020 were $95,004.56.

The estimated property taxes to be levied
for debt service and public building com-
mission leases for 2021 are $92,050.00.
This represents a 3.11% decrease over
the previous year.

The total property taxes extended for
2020 were $619,025.05. 

The estimated total property taxes to be
levied for 2021 are $670,050.00. This
represents an 8.24% increase over the
previous year.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star
of the Sea, help me and show me herein you are my Mother, Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my
heart to succor me in this necessity. There are none that can withstand your power.
Oh, show me herein you are my Mother, Oh, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse in thee. (3x). Holy Mother, I place this cause in your hands.
(3x). 

Holy Spirit, You who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can attain my goal.
You who give me the divine gift to forgive and forget all evil against me and that in
all instances of my life You are with me. I want in this short prayer to Thank You for
all things aa you confirm once again, that I never want to be separated from You in
eternal glory. Thank You for your mercy toward me and mine.

The Person must say this prayer 3 consecutive days. After 3 days the request will
be granted. This prayer must be published after the favor is granted.

Anonymous

Most procedures are performed in our office.
• Dentures • Implants • Extractions 

• Nitrous Oxide/Sedation Options  • Evening Availability
•Whitening/Cosmetic Procedures  •Work With Most Insurances

815-634-4999 • www.coalcitydental.com
645 E. Division St., Coal City, IL 60416

COAL CITY DENTAL
Dr. Ahmad and Dr. Ali

Still Catering to the “Dental Coward” after all this time!

Call Today for your Consultation!

Friendly, Familiar Faces
Our priority is to provide top-quality dental care.

RAFFLE

As Always ~ Serving Lunch Every Day 
Dinner: Wed., Fri. and Sat. Nights

Dwight Country Club • 815-584-9825

Prize Pool $7,200
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

NEW RULE: Winner need not be present 
to win 70% of  pot or 50/50 Raffle.

Food available with limited seating and capacity. Casual Dress.

Drawing Every Thursday at 7 p.m.

Monday, November 22
Dwight vs. Earlville
Route 17 Classic
    The Dwight Trojans, hosts
of the Route 17 Classic, won
68-52 over Earlville November
22.
    Wyatt Thompson led all
scorers with 29 points, going 7-
10 from the charity stripe. Con-
ner Telford added 16 points,
hitting three threes and shoot-
ing 3-4 from the line. Kaleb
Duden (1 3-pointer) and Je-
remy Kapper (1-1 FT) scored
seven points each, followed by
Jack Duffy (2-2 FT) with four
points. Landon Brown con-
nected on a trifecta, while
Gavin Wykes made good on
two free throws.

Tuesday, November 23
Dwight vs. Grant Park
Route 17 Classic
    In Route 17 Classic action
November 23, Dwight domi-
nated Grant Park – winning 64-
42.
    Wyatt Thompson went off
for 22 points, drilling three
three-pointers and one free
throw. Landon Brown hit four
treys, en route to a 14-point
showing. Jeremy Kapper came
up with six points, followed by
four each from Jack Duffy (2-
2 FT) and Gavin Wykes. Daw-
son Carr, Kaleb Duden, and
Jace Gall all made one three-
pointer. Conner Telford and
Jack Denker both scored two
points. Tyler Frauli hit a free
throw.

Wednesday, November 24
Dwight vs. Momence
Route 17 Classic
    In a match-up with Mo-
mence November 24 during the

Route 17 Classic, the Trojans
took a 57-45 loss.
    Scoring 19 points for
Dwight was Wyatt Thompson
(1-2 FT). Jeremy Kapper con-
tributed 15 points, going 1-2
from the free throw line. Con-
ner Telford was good for nine
points, including a three-
pointer and 2-4 shooting from
the line. Kaleb Duden chipped
in with two free throws.

Saturday, November 27
Dwight vs. St. Bede
Route 17 Classic
    In a closely-contested battle
with St. Bede for third place in
the Route 17 Classic in Wood-
land over the weekend, the
Dwight Trojans were victori-
ous, 72-69.
    In the first half, Dwight was
able to keep a narrow advan-
tage over the Bruins, taking a
36-28 lead into the half. How-
ever, the two teams would go
into the fourth and final frame
knotted up at 49-49.
    But with big contributions
late in the game from Wyatt
Thompson, Jeremy Kapper,
Landon Brown, and Conner
Telford, the Trojans came out
on top.
    Thompson wound up with
29 points, connecting on five
three-pointers and going 2-3
from the free throw line. Kap-
per had 16 points (2-2 FT),
with Brown adding 10 points
(1 3-pointer, 5-8 FT). Telford
added eight points (1 3-pointer,
3-6 FT), followed by four
points from Gavin Wykes.
Kaleb Duden (1-3 FT) and
Dawson Carr (2-2 FT) came up
with three and two points, re-
spectively.

DTHS TROJANS BASKETBALL

Read The Paper every week!

Monday, November 22
GSW vs. Morris
    In their first game of the
2021-22 season, the GSW Pan-
thers lost to Morris, 55-20.
    “Not the start of the season
we were hoping for,” said
Coach Allan Wills, “but hope-
fully we can learn from this
and improve.”
    Cale Halpin’s 10 points,
three assists, and two rebounds
led GSW, while Brody Fatlan
put up six points and four
boards. Bennett Grant and
Gabe McHugh had two points
each.

Tuesday, November 23
GSW vs. Coal City
    The Panthers were on the
road November 23 in Coal
City, earning a 48-42 victory.
    “This was a nice win for
us,” Coach Wills stated. “We
fought hard and we were able
to hold off their run after we
took a nice lead midway
through the fourth quarter.”
    High scorer for GSW was
Cale Halpin with 22 points,
adding that to six rebounds.
Bennett Grant contributed nine
points, three rebounds, while
Bryce Handzus had six points,
five boards. Garrett Grant (4
rebounds) and Gabe McHugh

(11 rebounds) scored five
points each.

Friday, November 26
GSW vs. Serena
    GSW was back in Coal City
November 26 taking on Ser-
ena, and would drop a 64-42
decision.
    “We did not play very good
tonight,” stated Coach Wills.
“Close to 30 turnovers will not
win any game.”
    Cale Halpin and Bennett
Grant scored 16 and 10 points,
respectively, to lead the Pan-
thers. Dane Halpin had six
points.

Saturday, November 27
GSW vs. Peotone
    Gardner-South Wilmington
returned to Coal City taking on
Peotone November 27, falling
by a score of 70-40.
    “Even though the score
doesn’t show it, I was happy
with our effort,” said Coach
Wills. “We still have to get a lot
better, though, if we want to
compete.”
    Garrett Grant and Cale
Halpin led the now 1-3 overall
Panthers with 12 and 11 points,
respectively. Bryce Handzus
provided eight points.

GSW PANTHERS BASKETBALL
Monday, November 22
Dwight vs. Odell
8th Grade -
    The Dwight Redbirds
topped Odell, 42-17, when they
met November 22.
    “Good win – Odell has a
nice team!,” said Coach Joe
Stevenson. “We played well –
great defense.”
    Evan Cox had 18 points,
four steals, and three rebounds,
with Joey Starks adding 10
points, 10 boards, and three
steals. Asher Kargle con-
tributed seven points, two re-
bounds, and a steal, while
Zander Tarnowski came up
with three points and a re-
bound. Jack Statler (4 re-
bounds, 1 steal) and Colin
Bachand (1 rebound, 1 steal)
scored two points each.
    The Redbirds are now 9-1
overall.

7th Grade -
    On the road November 22,
Dwight fell to Odell in a barn-
burner of a game, 55-52.
    “We played poorly in the
first half,” Coach Conroy ad-
mitted, “but were up by three.
We played much better in the
second half, but Odell played
better – making eight threes in
the contest.”
    Colin Bachand’s 27 points,
six steals, five boards, and
three assists led the Redbirds.
Graham Meister added 17
points, 18 rebounds, and three
assists. Blake Thetard (2 as-
sists, 1 steal) and Bradley
Thompson (2 rebounds) scored
six and two points, respec-
tively. Trevor Jensen (2 assists,
1 steal) and Matt Watchinski
grabbed three and seven re-
bounds, respectively. Carsen
Sandeno had one rebound.
    The loss drops Dwight to 7-
3 this season.

DCS REDBIRDS BASKETBALL

CONNER TELFORD, DTHS VARSITY TROJAN, above, takes the ball down the court for the mighty Trojans. Landon
Brown, right, looks to take it to the hoop. Dwight secured a third place showing during the Route 17 Classic. Dwight will face
off against Putnam County on the road at 7:00 p.m. Friday, December 3.

Sportsman League Bowlers
    HSG: Shawn Delong, Jr.,
253; Brandon Petry, 248; Jeff
Saltzman, 244; Kyle Battle,
237; Jim Siedentop, 236. HSS:
Brandon Petry, 640; Jeff Saltz-
man, 625; Shawn Delong, Jr.,
613; Jeff Gallup, 604; Lane
Galloway, 595. HSG: Willy’s
Pub, 965. HHG: Willy’s Pub,
1065. HSS: Star Trucking,
2771. HHS: Rambo Construc-
tion, 2942.

League Standings              W L

Star Trucking        15    5
Jensen BP II          15    5
Jeremy’s Barber    13    7
LTG Shuttles         12    8
DeLong Ford         11    9
Rockey’s Pub        9     11
Rury’s Tap             9     11
Willy’s Pub           9     11
Rambo Construct. 9     11 
Cafe 110 West       8     12
Jensens I                7     13

Victory Lanes, Dwight
League Results

ADVERTISE in THE PAPER.



McClarey Law Firm
Donald R. McClarey 

and Donald John McClarey
313 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight, IL 60420

(Also Engaged in the General Practice of Law)

Phone 815-584-1525 for a free consultation.
We are a Debt Relief Agency.  

We help people file for bankruptcy relief.

Bankruptcy Attorneys 
with 35 years experience in representing clients 

filing chapter 7 or chapter 13 Bankruptcy Petitions.
Fee for a chapter 7 is $1,400.00, paid in 2 installments

which includes the filing fee of $335.00 
paid to the Bankruptcy Court.

STEVE’S TIRE & Service Center
514 Liberty St. • Morris, IL
(815) 942-5080

We Service National Accounts
“there is a difference”

“The Tire Guys”

HOURS:
Mon - Fri: 
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Queen of Hearts
RAFFLE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DWIGHT VFW POST 2608
506 S. Old Rt. 66 • 815-584-9807

Tickets may be purchased until time of drawing.
Open daily 10:00 a.m.

DRAWING EVERY MONDAY @ 6 p.m.
JACKPOT OVER $10,000

FOOD SPECIALS - MONDAY 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY PIZZA SPECIALS

Dine in or carry out.   4-9 P.M.  BY RADAR

GSW SPIRITLINE. Pictured, front row, from left, Tess
Brooks, Katy Wallerich, Molly Conger, Abbey Granger, Hay-
den Partilla; back row, Coach Holly Swisher, Alexis Riggs,

Emma Simms, Katelyn Farris, Ella Sandeno, Ava Brassard,
Maddi Handzus, and Coach Nicole Leigh.
    photo by Shayla Loring Photography

GSW JV PANTHERS BASKETBALL. Pictured, front row,
from left, are Jarrek Hirsch, Josh Conger, Spencer Conger,
Alex Roge, Ryan Millette, Brad Castelli; back row, Coach

Chris Halpin, Nathan States, Nicko Cvitanovich, Cole Hamp-
son, Damian Nuccio, Logan Conger, and Coach Trevor Samp-
son. photo by Shayla Loring Photography

City/Village     November 29               November 22
Dwight $3.39                             $3.40
Kankakee $3.47 $3.53
Streator $3.47                             $3.50 
Pontiac $3.36 $3.38
Gardner $3.35 $3.55
Braceville $3.29                             $3.43
Morris $3.48 $3.51
Herscher $3.55 $3.55
Chicago $3.68                             $3.70
Illinois $3.54 $3.57
U.S. $3.39 $3.40
Sources: GasBuddy.com and U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Gasoline price data collected by 
The Paper and brought to you by Steve’s Tire.

Gas Prices For
This Week

Crude oil prices initially tumbled more than
$10, to $68 a barrel, on Friday after news of the
Omicron COVID-19 variant broke. Meanwhile,
consumers caught a little break as the national
average price for a gallon of gas dropped to $3.39,
down a penny since last week. It’s too soon to tell
if fears of a global economic slowdown caused by
the Omicron variant will push oil prices lower for
the long term. But for now, the upward pricing
pressure due to tightened supply and high de-
mand seems to have abated, and that will likely
result in pump prices stabilizing. Today’s national
average of $3.39 is a penny less than a month ago
and $1.27 more than a year ago.

Blackbird Yoga Investing
in Downtown Dwight

By: Peter Babb

    Our days are filled with a lot
of stress and anxiety. Finding a
way to relieve that stress is cru-
cial. 
    Yoga is known as one of the
best ways to not only relieve
stress, but it’s also a great way
to exercise. Luckily, Dwight
has its very own yoga studio.
    Blackbird Yoga Studio has
been a staple in the community
for several years. Offering
many people an opportunity to
practice yoga in a calm and re-
laxing setting.
    The owner, Jennifer Con-
nor, has taken her yoga studio
to a new location as Blackbird
Yoga is now housed at 116 E.
Main St. 
    The whole process of pur-
chasing the new studio was dif-
ficult, especially after 2020. 
    "In May we were ap-
proached with the possibility of
purchasing the new building,”
said Connor. “While we had al-
ways discussed buying another
property, we were wary as we
were coming off a very diffi-
cult year due to the pandemic.
    “But Jeremy (her husband)
and I have always been a cou-
ple that will dive right into a
project, and we were anxious to
have something new to feel ex-
cited about.” 
    This new endeavor is not
the first time the Connors have
invested in downtown Dwight.
Jennifer owns her yoga studio
and her husband Jeremy, owns
his barbershop, Jeremy’s Bar-
bershop. 

    They want to make down-
town Dwight feel more wel-
coming and inviting to
everyone. 
    “We’re so grateful to the
couple who offered us the op-
portunity to purchase 116, and
had faith in us to invest again
in downtown Dwight,” said
Jennifer Connor. 
    The new yoga studio
opened in September. Although
the location has changed, the
classes remain unchanged in
offering a relaxing yoga course
to people in the community.
    "I design every yoga session
for yogis of all levels to prac-
tice together,” Connor said. “I
will take several poses
throughout the class, and
slowly add options to make
poses more difficult, or to stay
at a spot you feel more com-
fortable with,” 
    Blackbird Yoga Studio has
classes on Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday at 9:00 a.m.,
and 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday.
Classes are occasionally on
Saturday morning. 
    Connor also wants to help
Dwight by renting the space at
the studio.
    The 1,800-sq. foot room
rental, which features tradi-
tional furniture, natural light-
ing, and limited and quaint
diningware, is available for any
event such as parties, open
houses or work gatherings.   
    For yoga updates or to in-
quire about room rental, be
sure to follow Blackbird Yoga
Studio on Facebook and Insta-
gram. 

The Paper                                                   Wednesday, December 1, 2021                                                                    Page 11

Piper City Library Celebrates Family Reading Night
    Eight kiddos and two adults
dressed in their pajamas and
took their bedtime buddies
with them to Piper City Library
November 18 for Family Read-
ing Night.
    Three other mothers also
joined them.
    Mindy Breen was their
guest reader. She read Mrs.
Murphy’s Chowder, about
some awful soup; A Little
White Table, about a little
white table set in honor of a
Vietnam soldier who didn’t
come home; and The First
Thanksgiving.
    After the children explained
why they took their favorite

book from home, Miss Taylor
and Miss Debbie handed out
popcorn and juice boxes for a
treat.
    As Misses Taylor and Deb-
bie bid the children goodnight,
they gave each child a book to
take home as a gift.
    Children all over the state of
Illinois had a special reading
time. Family Reading Night is
sponsored by Secretary of State
Jesse White, Illinois State Li-
brary and Illinois Centers for
Books in cooperation with
IRead – a program of the Illi-
nois Library Association and
Illinois Reads – a project of the
Illinois Reading Council.

PIPER CITY LIBRARY held its Family Reading Night Nov.
18. Mindy Breen was the guest speaker for the children.

ODELL GRADE SCHOOL
KINDERGARTNERS set off
an avalanche of giving. When
Mrs. Woods and her kinder-
garten class planned a food
drive, little did they know
how it would snowball. The
kindergartners began taking
in an item a day. Other
classes got interested and a
holiday competition started
building. By the last day be-
fore Thanksgiving break,
OGS students had a moun-
tain of over 1,200 items to do-
nate to the Odell Food
Pantry, making this year’s
collection one of the largest
ever from OGS.



Evolution HT

Price includes mounting, computer spin balance, and new regular valve stem.

Complete
Auto
Care

60,000 Mile Treadwear Protection Limited Warranty

Cooper Evolution HT
Tires for Trucks & SUVs

Computer generated tread design optimizes 
tread pattern’s pitch sequence for a quiet ride.

P235/75/R15XL……$138.00
P235/70/R16………$138.00
P245/75/R16………$139.00

P 2 6 5/ 7 5/R1 6……$15 6 . 0 0
P 2 4 5/ 6 5/R1 7……$14 6 . 0 0
P245/70/R17………..$157.00
P265/70/R17…………… $160.00

Locally Owned & Operated    Co-Owners: Joe Call, Keith Perry
Route 66 Tire & Auto

www.Route66TireandAutoil.com
Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m. - Noon

Old Route 66 815-584-3054 Dwight

WINTER BUILD SALE
Get started today @ ClearyBuilding.com 

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Get started today @ ClearyBuilding.com 

• Strongest Structure 
    in the Industry

• We Manufacture & 
   Construct Our Product

• Custom Designs & 
    In-House Engineering

• Featuring                 Doors

•                           Lifetime Steel Warranty 
Contact us to Discover the Cleary Advantage

Custom Designed & Built to Last

Sandwich, IL
815-786-9592
104.002640

FIORITTO’S
ANTENNA & SATELLITE SALES & SERVICE

HD Antennas • Direct TV • Dish   
In business since 1969

7 Days A Week (call any time)
Veteran!Loca

lly 

Own
ed! (815)474-1365

Fully Insured

Holiday Food Safety
    As we enter the busy holiday
season, the Iroquois County
Health Department is promoting
important food safety practices
by encouraging residents to fol-
low some simple tips to avoid
foodborne illnesses, such as Sal-
monella, E. coli, and Campy-
lobacter.
    According to the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), there
are 31 pathogens known to
cause foodborne illness. Every
year there are an estimated 48
million cases of illness, 128,000
hospitalizations, and 3,000
deaths in the United States due
to foodborne diseases. Symp-
toms can vary depending on the
illness, but some common
symptoms are diarrhea, abdom-
inal cramps, and nausea. It is
difficult to say with certainty
which microbe is causing a
given illness without laboratory
testing.
    The following simple pre-
cautions should always be fol-
lowed by cooks and food service
workers to reduce the possibility
of anyone becoming sick:
Separate: Use a separate cut-
ting board for cooked foods and
raw foods and always wash
them after use. Do not cut raw
vegetables on the same cutting
board as raw meat. Avoid cross

contamination. Wash any utensil
after preparing one food item
before going on to the next item.
Clean: Always wash hands be-
fore touching any food. Wash
hands and surfaces often during
food preparation and afterward.
Cook: Make sure all meats are
thoroughly cooked by using a
meat thermometer: turkey, stuff-
ing, and other poultry to 165ºF;
whole cut veal, beef, and lamb
roasts to 145ºF; and ground
meats including pork and beef
and egg dishes to 155ºF.

Chill: Refrigerate or freeze left-
overs within two hours. The re-
frigerator should be maintained
at 41ºF or lower and the freezer
should be at 0ºF or lower. Keep
hot foods hot, 135ºF or hotter,
and cold foods cold, 41ºF or
below. Never defrost food at
room temperature. Thaw food in
the refrigerator, in a cold-water
bath, or in the microwave. When
using a microwave, meat must
be cooked immediately after.
Marinate foods in the refrigera-
tor.
    For more information, visit
usda.gov, cdc.gov, fightbac.org.
You can also contact Ryan P.
Wheeler, MPH, LEHP, Director
of Environmental Health, at
814-432-2483.

OBITUARIES
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Hines VA Hospital Outreach
Team Returning to Morris

and Channahon
    The Edward Hines Jr. VA
Hospital Outreach Team, along
with the Grundy County Veter-
ans Assistance Commission,
will be enrolling Veterans and
answering questions about VA
health care and other veterans’
benefits in Morris Monday, De-
cember 6, and in Channahon
Wednesday, December 8.
    The team will be available
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
each day.
    The outreach team consists
of the team coordinator, a
nurse, and a member of the el-
igibility staff. The Grundy
County VAC will also have a
veteran service officer in atten-
dance.
    Seasonal flu shots are avail-
able for eligible veterans. In-
formation regarding other
vaccinations is also available
from the nurse.
    The Morris location is the
American Legion at 212 W.
Washington Street, and in

Channahon they will be at the
Village Hall at 24555 S.
Navajo Drive.
    You may be eligible for VA
health care benefits if you
served in the active military,
naval, or air service and didn’t
receive a dishonorable dis-
charge. If you enlisted after
September 7, 1980, or entered
active duty after October 16,
1981, you must have served 24
continuous months or the full
period for which you were
called to active duty. Take a
copy of your DD214 and a
photo ID. There are other crite-
ria that may also make you eli-
gible for VA health care. If you
do not have a copy of your
DD214, the Grundy County
VAC can assist you with get-
ting one.
    If you would like more in-
formation about the Hines VA
outreach program, call Patrick
Grimes at 708-904-2293.
    For questions regarding
other veterans’ benefits, contact
the Grundy VAC at vac@grundy
co.org or 815-941-3152.

Ford Cty. PHD Offering Medicare
Open Enrollment Assistance

    Do you need help with your
Medicare plan comparisons for
open enrollment?
    Ford County Public Health
Department is offering
Medicare Open Enrollment As-
sistance on the following dates:
• Wednesday, December 1,
9:30-11:30 a.m. – Legion Hall

in Kempton.
• Thursday, December 2,
10:00 a.m. to noon – Piper
City Library in Piper City.

    For additional information
or to schedule an appointment,
contact Ford County PHD at
217-379-9281.

Leslie Ann
Barna, age 60, of
East Brooklyn, Illi-
nois passed away
Friday, October 29,
2021 at Presence
St. Joseph Medical
Center in Joliet,
Illinois.

Leslie was a car-
ing nurse for the
past 40 years. She
previously worked for Silver
Cross Hospital and Loyola
Medical Center. She currently
worked as the stroke coordina-
tor at St. Joseph Medical Cen-
ter, where she won the Life
Saving Partners Award in
2018.

Leslie was a passionate pa-
tient advocate, then serving her
surrounding community as a
home health nurse for the past
two years.

She was an avid Chicago
Cubs and Chicago Black-
hawks fan. She was a devoted
alumni of Gardner South
Wilmington High School and
continued her love of sports by
supporting her daughters and
their fellow Kohawks at Coe
College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Leslie’s greatest love was
her daughters, Sophie and
Celia, and being able to see
them continue her legacy as
nurses themselves.

She was a longtime member
of the United Methodist

Church in South
Wilmington.

S u r v i v i n g
are her mother, Es-
telle M. (nee Sarti)
Sorensen of East
Brooklyn, Illinois;
two daughters, So-
phie Barna and
Celia (Carter Rod-
man) Barna, both
of Cedar Rapids,

Iowa; two brothers, Greg
(Mona) Sorensen of South
Wilmington and Steve (Cathy)
Sorensen of Gardner; four spe-
cial nieces and nephews:
Nicole (Aaron) Halpin, Krista
(Bobby) Netrval, Josh
Sorensen, and Jamie Sorensen;
and numerous great-nieces,
great-nephews, and a special
fur friend, Chewy. 

Preceding her in death were
her father, William H.
Sorensen; and uncle and aunt,
Mario Jr. and Ruth Sarti.

Visitation was at the R. W.
Patterson Funeral Home &
Crematory on Wednesday, No-
vember 3, 2021 from 4 until 8
p.m.

Funeral services were held
at the funeral home on Thurs-
day, November 4, at 11:00 a.m.
with Pastor Kevin Boesen offi-
ciating.

Interment followed in
Braceville - Gardner Cemetery
in Braceville, Illinois.

Leslie Ann Barna

301 SOUTH LADD ST.
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764

815-844-3138 WWW.FRAHERAUTOS.COM

TRUCKS

’20 F150 Crew Lariat, 9K, 4WD…………..……….$53,900

’19 F250 Crew Lariat, 47K, 4WD, 4” Lift………….$58,900

’19 F150 Crew Lariat, 8K, 4WD, Special Ed.…….$54,900

’19 F150 Crew XLT, 14K, 4WD..……………………$43,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 63K, 4WD……………….…….…$31,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 59K, 4WD…………………….…$34,900

’18 F150 S/C XLT, 47K, 4WD, 8’ Bed, HD Susp…$37,900

’18 F150 Crew King Ranch, 29K, 4WD………….…$54,900

’17 F150 S/C XLT, 60K, 4WD, 8’ Bed................... $33,900

’16 F150 S/C XLT, 65K, 4WD, 8’ Bed, HD Susp......$32,900

’15 F350 Crew XL, 71K, 4WD.......………….………$31,900

’04 F250 S/C Lariat, 199K, 4WD…….………………$9,900

’99 F150 Reg Cab, 104K, 4WD………………………$1,900

MOTORCYCLES
’08 Harley Davidson XL 1200C, 5K…………………$4,900

CARS
’20 Spark LS, 35K…..………..…………………..…$13,900
’18 Fusion Titanium, 44K, AWD……………………$26,900
’14 Mustang, 93K…………………..…………..……$16,900
’14 Taurus SEL, 99K……………....…………..……$14,900
’04 Focus Wagon SE, 135K…………………………$3,900
’90 Cougar XR7 Supercharged, 70K, Sunroof…..…$9,900

VANS and SUVS
’20 Explorer LTD Hybrid, 18K, 4WD………….……$48,900
’20 Escape Titanium, 8K, AWD……….….…………$36,900
’20 Explorer XLT, 31K, RWD………….….…………$34,900
’17 Escape Titanium, 33K……….…….……………$24,900
’17 Edge Titanium, 81K, AWD.…………………….$25,900
’14 Escape SE, 156K, FWD……….……...…………$10,900
’14 Escape SE, 92K, FWD……….……...…………$14,900
’14 Escape SE, 95K, FWD……….…………………$13,900
’13 Edge LTD, 128K………………………….………$13,900
’10 Escape LTD, 199K, 4WD……….………..………$6,900
’07 FJ Cruiser, 256K………………….………..………$8,900

’19 F150 Crew XLT, 14K, 4WD

$43,900
’18 F150 S/C XLT, 59K, 4WD

$34,900

FEATURED USED VEHICLES

The Paper is free
- its value unlimited.

Elizabeth Ann
(Beth) Bossert
Holycross, 72, of
Perrysville, Indiana
passed away unex-
pectedly on
Wednesday, No-
vember 24, 2021,
4:40 p.m. EDT, at
OSF Sacred Heart
Medical Center
Emergency Room
in Danville, Illinois with her son,
Will, and family friend, Ken
Boruff, by her side.

She was born April 9, 1949 in
Streator, Illinois to Ivan and Faye
Annette Bossert.

She was the youngest and
only girl with three brothers. She
was raised on a farm in rural Illi-
nois in the 50’s and 60’s. She
would work hard on the farm to
do her part for her family and do
her school studies at night. She
was a lover of animals, having
taken care of chickens, horses
and cattle. At the age of four she
was gathering hundreds of
chicken eggs daily.

Later in life, she enjoyed
being with her grand-dogs, Lilly,
Jerry Lee and Oreo, and taking
care of her many barn cats, hav-
ing a unique name for each one.
She enjoyed feeding and watch-
ing wild birds in the winter.

Beth graduated from Red-
dick, Illinois High School in
1967; graduated from Eastern
Illinois University in 1971 with
a degree in music and education.
She completed her masters de-
gree at Indiana State University
in 1973. In 2001 she became an
ordained minister through Vision
Bible College and The Church of
God.

Beth married Richard Holy-
cross on July 22, 1972 in the
Reddick United Methodist
Church, Reddick, Illinois. She
will be greatly missed by her
husband; son, Will Holycross;
daughter, Carrie (Harlan) Akers;
and grandchildren, Alexis Holy-
cross and Wade Akers.

Also surviving are older
brothers, Robert (Sharon)
Bossert of Essex, Illinois; Rol-
land (Rosemary) Bossert of
Shorewood, Illinois; and Bruce
(Gloria) Bossert of Dwight, Illi-
nois. She had many aunts, un-
cles, cousins, nieces and
nephews. 

Beth was preceded in death
by her parents; a sister-in-law,
Betty Bossert; and a niece, Car-
men Bossert. She always en-
joyed visits and holiday
gatherings with her Bossert/ El-
liot family and the Akers/Newby
family.

She had multiple types of
jobs over the years. She was for-
tunate to stay home and care for
her children in their early years.
She taught music and other sub-
jects at Veedersburg, Kingman,
Rabb School, North Vermillion
and Danville Christian Academy.
She previously worked for War-
ren County REMC as a meter
reader. Former Secretary and As-

sociate Pastor at
Community Church
of God in Danville,
Illinois. Former su-
pervisor of the
Healthy Families
Program at the Cen-
ter for Children
Services. She was a
secretary for William
C. Burnside & Com-
pany. Most recently

she served as Associate Pastor
and worship leader at Coal
Branch Independent Church.

She taught piano lessons and
tuned pianos for approximately
40 years. Played piano, organ
and sang for many years for wed-
dings, events and for Perrysville
United Methodist Church, Coal
Branch Independent Church and
Southside Nazarene Church in
Tilton, Illinois.

She had a talented gift of
singing perfect pitch. She was a
10-year 4-H member, 4-H Junior
Leader, taught 4-H for many
years, won many 4-H awards and
was involved in the Home Eco-
nomics Club.

She made an amazing blue-
berry pie with homemade crust
that her family won’t be able to
duplicate. Their frequent family
outings to Monical’s Pizza just
won’t be the same without her.

Beth enjoyed all church activ-
ities and took the lead in many
roles. She enjoyed spreading the
word of God, studying the Bible,
gardening, sewing, mathematics,
word and number puzzles. She
rarely watched TV but she would
enjoy an occasional old TV show
or watching Wheel of Fortune
and Jeopardy with her family.
She had a unique sense of humor
that only those close to her could
truly appreciate. She was a great
listener and truly gave you her
full attention. She was always
the quiet busy person in the
background that did it all but
never wanted any recognition or
tooted her own horn. Two of her
college friends described her as
a very caring person, one of the
most modest people they had
ever met, and that she had a gift
for learning. She was most cer-
tainly a giver and rarely, if ever,
a taker. She lived simply, gave
more and expected less. She will
be greatly missed by all who
knew her.

Beth’s family is very appre-
ciative of the dedicated volun-
teers of the Perrysville Fire
Department and Illiana EMS
staff that responded that day.

In lieu of flowers her family
asks that a donation be made in
her memory to Coal Branch In-
dependent Church, P.O. Box
433, Perrysville, Indiana 47974;
Perrysville United Methodist
Church, P.O. Box 179, Per-
rysville, Indiana 47974; or Love,
Inc., 100 N. Franklin, Danville,
Illinois 61832.

Funeral services will be held
at 2 p.m. (EDT), Sunday, De-
cember 5, 2021 at Sunset Funeral
Home Covington Chapel, 420
3rd St., Covington, Indiana with
Pastor Tracy Taulman officiat-
ing.

Visitation will take place
from noon to 2 p.m. prior to the
service.

Per her wishes, Beth will be
cremated.

Private interment burial serv-
ices will be held at a later date at
the Danville National Cemetery.

Please join her family in shar-
ing memories through her Trib-
ute Wall at www.sunsetfuneral
home.com

Elizabeth Ann Bossert Holycross

Tech-Ni-Kolor AutoCrafters, Inc.
105 Watters Drive • Dwight

815-584-2588 • 815-584-2584

Nate Bissey          

“Like us on Facebook”



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BANK OF PONTIAC, 
an Illinois Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SHAWN P. HOLMES, and unknown owners 
and non-record claimants,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE

Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure entered by the court in the above entitled cause the
property hereinafter described, or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the highest bid-
der.

A. The name, address and telephone number of the person to
contact for information regarding the real estate is: Donald R. Mc-
Clarey, McClarey Law Firm, 313 S. Prairie Ave., P.O. Box 9,
Dwight, IL  60420-0009; (815) 584-1525.

B. The common address of the real estate is 1401 Nixon Dr.,
Pontiac, IL  61764

C. The legal description of the real estate is:
Lot 88 in First Addition to Westview Subdivision, City of Pon-

tiac, Livingston County, Illinois, as referenced on a Plat recorded
October 16, 1979, as Document Number 387228.

PIN: 15-16-451-031

Commonly known as: 1401 Nixon Dr., Pontiac, IL  61764

D. A description of the improvements on the real estate is:
Split-level single-family home, including 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, full basement, and 1-car attached garage.

E. The real estate may not be inspected prior to the sale.

F. The date, time and place of the sale are: January 11, 2022 at
10:00 A.M., Livingston County Law & Justice Center, 110 N.
Main St., Pontiac, IL  61764.

G. The terms of the sale are: 50% paid at sale and balance paid
within 48 hours of sale, all in cash or certified funds. No refunds.

H. Title will be conveyed subject to all general real estate taxes
which are a lien upon the real estate, but have not yet become due
and payable, special assessments, if any, and easements and re-
strictions apparent and of record.

I. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

         Donald R. McClarey
         Attorney for Bank of Pontiac

)
)
)  No. 21-CH-16
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BANK OF PONTIAC, an Illinois Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MICHAEL J. KENNEDY, 
and unknown owners and non-record claimants,
Defendants.
No. 21-CH-35

NOTICE

Notice is given you Defendants, unknown owners and non
record claimants, that this action has been commenced in the Cir-
cuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Livingston County,
Illinois, praying that a Judgment of Foreclosure be entered against
real estate legally described as follows:

Lot 6 in Block 22 in Fell’s Second Addition to Pontiac, 
Livingston County, Illinois.
PIN: 15-27-129-013
Commonly known as: 701 S. Vermillion St., Pontiac, IL  61764
The title holder of record to the above described real estate is

MICHAEL J. KENNEDY. The mortgages sought to be foreclosed
are a mortgage executed on June 18, 2003 and recorded on June
23, 2003 at the office of the County Clerk and Recorder of Deeds
in Livingston County, Illinois as document No. 546443, a modi-
fication of mortgage executed on July 26, 2013 and recorded on
July 31, 2013 at the office of the County Clerk and Recorder of
Deeds in Livingston County, Illinois, as document No. 624514, a
modification of mortgage executed on August 25, 2015 and
recorded on September 1, 2015 at the office of the County Clerk
and Recorder of Deeds in Livingston County, Illinois as document
No. 2015R-636014, a modification of mortgage executed on July
27, 2016 and recorded on August 1, 2016 at the office of the
County Clerk and Recorder of Deeds in Livingston County, Illi-
nois, as document No. 2016R-03032, and a modification of mort-
gage executed on October 11, 2019 and recorded on October 15,
2019 at the office of the County Clerk and Recorder of Deeds in
Livingston County, Illinois, as document No. 2019R-03992. The
cause of action initiated by the Plaintiff, BANK OF PONTIAC,
an Illinois Banking Corporation, against the Defendants in Case
No. 21-CH-35 is currrently pending. The attorney for the Plaintiff
is Donald R. McClarey, McClarey Law Firm, 313 S. Prairie Ave.,
P.O. Box 9, Dwight, IL  60420-0009.
Consequently, unless you, unknown owners and non record
claimants, file your answer to the complaint in this action or oth-
erwise enter your appearance in the Circuit Court of the Eleventh
Judicial Circuit, Livingston County, Illinois, held in the Law &
Justice Center in the City of Pontiac, Illinois, on or before De-
cember 31, 2021, a default may be entered against you at any time
after that date and a judgment entered in accordance with the
prayer of the Complaint.

Dated this 19th day of November, 2021.
         LeAnn Dixon, Circuit Clerk
         Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit, 
         Livingston County, Illinois

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BANK OF PONTIAC, 
an Illinois Banking Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SHAWN P. HOLMES, and unknown owners 
and non-record claimants,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE

Public notice is hereby given that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure entered by the court in the above entitled cause the
property hereinafter described, or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the highest bid-
der.

A. The name, address and telephone number of the person to
contact for information regarding the real estate is: Donald R. Mc-
Clarey, McClarey Law Firm, 313 S. Prairie Ave., P.O. Box 9,
Dwight, IL  60420-0009; (815) 584-1525.

B. The common address of the real estate is 118055 E. 2160
N. Rd., Pontiac, IL  61764

C. The legal description of the real estate is:
TRACT 1:

Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Block 19 in the Village of Cayuga, situated in
the County of Livingston, in the State of Illinois, EXCEPT the West
Half of Lot 4 in Block 19 in the Village of Cayuga, and that portion
of the East-West alley which adjoins said lots to the North.

TRACT 2:
Lots 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 in Block 19 in the Village of
Cayuga, Livingston County, Illinois, together with the South Half
of the vacated alley adjoining the North line thereof.

PIN: 10-31-154-011
Commonly known as: 18055 E. 2160 N. Rd., Pontiac, IL

61764
D. A description of the improvements on the real estate is:

3,200 sq. ft. commercial storage building with septic system on
1.86-acre lot.

E. The real estate may not be inspected prior to the sale.
F. The date, time and place of the sale are: January 11, 2022 at

10:00 A.M., Livingston County Law & Justice Center, 110 N.
Main St., Pontiac, IL  61764.

G. The terms of the sale are: 50% paid at sale and balance paid
within 48 hours of sale, all in cash or certified funds. No refunds.

H. Title will be conveyed subject to all general real estate taxes
which are a lien upon the real estate, but have not yet become due
and payable, special assessments, if any, and easements and re-
strictions apparent and of record.

I. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

         Donald R. McClarey
         Attorney for Bank of Pontiac

)
)
)  No. 21-CH-8
)
)
)
)
)

Auto and Heavy Duty Truck Collision Specialists

Area COVID-19 Stats
as of November 29

    Total Tests
Town Performed Cases
Dwight 18,314 751
Herscher 4,613 338
Gardner 4,088 319
Mazon 2,939 239
Odell 4,201 225
Braceville 3,000 208
Essex 1,936 177
S. Wilmington 1,581 121
Cullom 2,235 95
Saunemin 1,946 91
Verona 1,238 84
Reddick 1,521 85
Buckingham 1,145 77
Cabery 1,366 74
Ransom 1,296 76
Kempton 1,140 61
Emington 803 52
Blackstone 805 46
Kinsman 820 30
Campus 620 23
Union Hill 202 13
County Tested Cases Deaths
Kankakee 357,733 19,184 264
LaSalle 330,121 15,884 294
Grundy 109,286 8,022 90
Livingston 173,270 6,233 101
Iroquois 80,484 4,544 82
Ford 49,582 2,626 59

Illinois - Confirmed Cases: 1,784,900; Deaths: 26,313; 
Probable Deaths: 2,945; Total Tests Performed: 38,528,321.
Probable cases are individuals who have been tested and are
found to have a positive test result by a local clinic using “rapid”
tests that are not, at this time, IDPH-approved tests. 

Numbers 
as of 

11/29/21

Statistics via:
dph.illinois.gov

Public Reminder from 
Livingston Cty. Health Dept.
    Livingston County Health
Department (LCHD) has is-
sued a reminder for the public –
individuals who smoke and/or
vape may be at a higher risk for
complications should they con-
tract COVID-19.
    Cigarette smoking is re-
sponsible for more than
480,000 deaths per year in the
United States, including more
than 41,000 deaths resulting
from secondhand smoke expo-
sure. This is about one in five
deaths annually, or 1,300
deaths every day.
    While quitting may not be
easy, people who smoke and/or
vape are not in their fight
alone. Created in partnership
between the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health (IDPH)
and the American Lung Asso-
ciation of Illinois, the Illinois
Tobacco Quitline is a tobacco
cessation program offering a
wide range of free resources,
including counseling and nico-
tine replacement therapy.
    If you need help quitting to-
bacco, contact the Quitline at
1-866-QUIT-YES or visit
QUITYES.org.

- - - - -
    Families are welcome to
visit LCHD (310 E. Torrance
Ave., Pontiac) Monday through
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., for COVID-19 vaccina-
tions.
    Moderna, Pfizer, and John-
son & Johnson are all available

free of charge to the public for
first, second, third, and booster
doses, including Pfizer pedi-
atric doses for ages five
through 11.
    Appointments are strongly
encouraged for those under age
18, and all children ages five to
17 must be accompanied by a
legal guardian. Adult walk-ins
are welcome, and must have
their driver’s license/state ID,
as well as their vaccination
card for all doses except the
first.
    Masks must be worn when
interacting with LCHD staff.
For those with limited mobility,
your vaccination may be taken
to your vehicle.
    For more information or to
schedule an appointment, visit
lchd.us.

Did you know? 
The end of the year is often a popular time to volunteer, as the spirit of
giving that’s synonymous with the holiday season compels millions of
people to make an effort to support local charities and nonprofit organi-
zations. In years past, that might have made it difficult for prospective vol-
unteers to find organizations in need of volunteers. However, as the world
continues to confront the COVID-19 pandemic, charitable organizations
and nonprofits may have a host of opportunities for prospective volunteers.
The rollout of three successful vaccines will no doubt compel more people
to volunteer in person as 2021 draws to a close, and there should be plenty
of opportunities to help charitable organizations in need. There are still
plenty of chances to embrace remote or virtual volunteering.

LTLD Gets Ready
for Christmas

    Limestone Township Li-
brary District (LTLD) is host-
ing a bevy of programs in the
month of December.
    Storytime, for preschool
children, is on Tuesdays at
10:15 a.m. It will be in-person
with Mr. Austin on December
7. Storytime will be with Ms.
Holly on Facebook December
14.
    They are having Chess Club
Thursday, December 2, at 6:00
p.m. on Facebook. Go to im-
prove your skills or learn a new
move.
    Their signature Christmas
event, Evening with Santa,
takes place on Monday, De-
cember 6, from 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Families will have five-minute
time slots to visit with Santa.
Each child will receive a goody
bag, a Christmas book, a wear-
able craft, and a craft to take
home.
    Science Demonstration with
Ms. Faith and Ms. Holly takes
place on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 8, at 6:00 p.m. on Face-
book. Watch as they
demonstrate a science experi-
ment, using items you can find
in your home. For kids in third

through sixth grade.
    On Thursday, December 9,
at 6:00 p.m., they are having an
Intro to Cybersecurity class.
They will start with a power
point presentation about cyber-
security with a question-and-
answer period afterwards.
    Every Saturday, they have a
new Take-and-Make Craft
available for pick-up. These are
geared for children in first
through fifth grade. For Satur-
day, December 4, the craft is a
Christmas Candy Cane Card.
    Every day that the library is
open, their first hour is re-
served for those community
members/patrons with compro-
mised immune systems, and
seniors. Their remaining hours
are open to all members of the
community.
    Masks are required for all
visitors from the age of two and
up while in the library building.
Contactless Curbside Service is
also available.
    Any questions? Call them at
815-939-1696, e-mail them at
info@limestonelibrary.org, or
message them at Facebook or
Instagram. Visit their website at
limestonelibrary.org.
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AS PART OF OCTOBER’S
National Bully Prevention
Month, Dwight Common
School’s third and fourth
grade students participated
in a poster contest. The win-
ners of the contest, pictured,
from left, were Skyler Burke,
Greta Flott, Natalie Heikkila,
Jaslyn Holloway, Lilliana
Noriega, and Riley Wicks.
Dwight Pizza & More,
Dwight Dairy Queen, DCS,
and Dwight Police Depart-
ment’s Officer Friendly Pro-
gram assisted with the
contest.

Do you have your COVID-19 vaccination?



Gardner-South Wilmington Welcomes Two New Members 
to Its Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame

    The Gardner-South Wil-
mington Distinguished Alumni
Hall of Fame Committee met
November 17 to assess several
nominations for the induction
class of 2022.
    Two candidates were chosen
after the votes were finalized,
and GSW welcomes the two
newest members of the Hall of
Fame: Mr. George Bexson and
Mr. Richard Joyce.

George Bexson
    Mr. George Bexson is well
known within the GSWB vil-
lages, as well as the surround-
ing communities. He is an
exemplary example of charac-
ter with a multitude of accom-
plishments in his lifetime so far.
    South Wilmington is where
George grew up and where he
began his working life by ped-
dling newspapers. He was in
the first graduating class in the
new South Wilmington Grade
School in 1954. In High
School, George participated in
many activities: Class Presi-
dent, 1, 2, 4; Student Council,
1, 3; Basketball, 1-4; Football,
1-3; Cross Country, 4; Newspa-
per Staff/Sports Editor, 4; Jun-
ior Play; BBA, 3, 4; and King’s
Court/Sweethearts Ball, 1.
    Along with maintaining his
school activities, George
worked as a farmhand for vari-
ous farmers and was a lifeguard
at the Essex Sportsman’s Club.
Remarkably, he was even able
to save the life of a girl who

was drowning.
    George has always loved
challenging himself with hard
work and the pursuit of learn-
ing new things.
    While attending GSW, he
met Donna Yedlicka, who was
raised and educated in
Braceville. They married in
1962. They built their own
home five houses down from
the GSW HS, where they still
reside. They raised three chil-
dren – Brian, Pat and Teresa.
All attended Gardner Grade
School and GSW HS and were
involved in sports, honor roll,
Student Council, band and/or
other extra curricular activities.
The ethics of doing one’s best,
kindness/generosity and empa-
thy resonated throughout the
Bexson household.
    Following graduation in
1958, George served his coun-
try by volunteering for the US
Army. He completed basic
training in Fort Leonard Wood.
He completed six months of
teletypewriter repair school in
CA. From there, he was sta-
tioned in Korea for 13 months,
followed by one year at Joint
Communication Agency,
Maryland, before being honor-
ably discharged in 1961.
    George worked for several
manufacturing and chemical
companies in the Joliet area. He
also owned his own carpet
cleaning business, Bexson Car-
pet Cleaning, for a number of
years until his son, Brian, took
it over. Around 1963 (about age
23), George was diagnosed
with a debilitating autoimmune
disorder, Ankalosing Spondyli-
tis (AS), which is a crippling
arthritis that has caused him to
have five hip replacements, a
back fusion, degenerative
bones and joints, and constant
pain throughout his adult life.
AS placed him in a position to
fight for disability after 13
years of employment with
Amoco Chemicals in 1974.
    With a strong work ethic
and problem-solving skills,

George didn’t allow the debili-
tating pain of AS and being on
disability to stop him from pro-
viding for his family. He con-
tinued to manage Bexson
Carpet Cleaning and began
making all kinds of beautiful
wooden toys to sell. During this
challenging time, George and
Donna switched stereotypical
roles to the husband taking care
of the home and the wife being
the breadwinner. Donna went
to waitress at the Coffee Table
and went to school to earn a
Business Certificate, which led
her to her 23-year career at the
Dwight Correctional Center.
This transition showed their
kids that despite the circum-
stances life may give, there’s
always a solution to a problem.
It probably isn’t easy, but it can
be done.
    Throughout all of George’s
pain, he always demonstrated
strength, tenacity, and generos-
ity. In 1977, George and a fam-
ily friend gave their time,
talents and money to open and
manage the POW Amateur
Boxing Club in Gardner at the
old Opera House (where the
new fire house stands now).
Boys of all ages were welcome
to train and compete in boxing
matches amongst themselves
and official competitions
throughout the state. Boxing
provided physical and mental
training involving discipline,
respect and structure. Matches
gave the novice boxers oppor-
tunities to show off their honed
skills and learn the value of
winning and losing on an indi-
vidual and team basis. George
and other coaches took care of
all the expenses. There was no
cost or fees to the young box-
ers. Doing so gave those that
traditional school sports may
have not been a fit for a chance
to learn life lessons, forge
friendships and gain the expe-
rience of being a team player.
    In 1982, George was given
the opportunity to get off of
disability and fully provide for

his family like he always in-
tended. George never felt that
being on disability for his life-
time was an option. That’s
when a family friend offered
George equal partnership and
management of West Side
Rentals in Joliet. The company
rented everything from cham-
pagne fountains to backhoes.
West Side Rentals gave George
ample opportunity to utilize his
many skill sets and knowledge
on so many levels. His sons
made their careers at the busi-
ness and his daughter worked
part-time as needed. The oper-
ation of West Side Rentals pro-
vided numerous people a good
living. It also gave some sec-
ond, third and more chances in
life to gain skills and employa-
bility for other careers.
    During his 20 years in busi-
ness, George faced many obsta-
cles: changing economy,
evolution and stress of the op-
eration, serious medical prob-
lems with both his sons, his
own struggles with health,
among many other factors. Yet,
George never hesitated to help
someone. Whether it was giv-
ing someone spare cash who’s
down and out, showing some-
one how to fix a piece of equip-
ment, sponsoring a local sports
team, or donating some needed
inventory from his business.
George’s generosity comes
from a place of helping some-
one so that they may learn to
help themselves. This was
never to belittle, and always
help, without the expectation of
gratitude.
    Among all of his other un-
dertakings, George served his
community by being a member
of the Gardner Grade School
Board, a trustee for 28 years of
Greenfield Township, and the
treasurer of the Illinois Ama-
teur Boxing Association. He
also assisted coaching Gardner
Boys Little League Baseball
Programs. One of which he
helped to organize was the be-
ginning of what is now called

“Travel Ball” in the area.
    Chock-full of constant ex-
amples of hard work, generous
giving, and persevering despite
struggling circumstances,
George Bexson’s life and times
prove him to be one of a kind.
To this date, George can be
found putting in a full day’s
work in and around the house,
especially in his garden, and
helping family and friends with
the hopes of them helping
themselves. He manages to do
all of this even with physical
pain he has endured for more
than 60 years.

Richard P. Joyce

    Richard Joyce grew up on a
family farm near South Wilm-
ington.
    He attended South Wilming-
ton Grade School and gradu-
ated at the top of his class in
1965.
    He attended Gardner-South
Wilmington High School and
graduated as class Valedicto-
rian in 1969.
    He was a State Scholar and
earned an Academic Scholar-
ship to Lewis College.
    Joyce graduated with high
honors and a Bachelor of Arts
in History from Lewis College
in 1973.
    He was awarded a graduate
assistantship and received a
Master of Arts in History from
Illinois State University in
1980. His master’s thesis dealt
with the early days of the local

coal industry and it won the
Helen Cavanagh Award as the
history department’s best thesis
in 1980.
    Joyce has made nearly 100
presentations to various groups
regarding the history of the
local coal industry. He has pub-
lished several articles and his
research has been cited by sev-
eral historians.
    He taught for 34 years at
Wilmington High School, in-
cluding the subjects of Ameri-
can History, Civics, Consumer
Economics, Sociology and
Local History. He also taught
several semesters at the Univer-
sity of St. Francis in Joliet as an
adjunct professor in the history
department.
    Richard Joyce served as
Greenfield Township trustee
from 1981 to 1990. He served
10 terms representing the
southern part of the county on
the Grundy County Board (34
years from 1984 to 2018) and
served as Vice-Chairman from
2006 to 2010. He chaired nu-
merous committees, including
Personnel, Law Enforcement,
Planning and Zoning, Emer-
gency Management, etc.
    He continues to serve on the
Grundy Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, the Grundy Board of
Health, the Grundy Emergency
Telephone System (911) Board,
and the Kendall-Grundy Com-
munity Action Board.
    Joyce has served as a
precinct committeeman for
over 40 years and is currently
the chair of the Grundy County
Democratic Central Commit-
tee.
    He is a former member of
Laborers’ Local 75 and worked
on numerous area construction
projects.
    He currently lives in Coal
City with his wife, the former
Cathy Erickson. He is a former
member of the District 1 Learn-
ing Leadership Team.
    The two will be inducted
during the Homecoming games
on January 14, 2022.
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Alpha Beta Chapter Celebrates Its Founders
    On November 13, Alpha
Beta Chapter of DKG gathered
at Edinger’s Filling Station,
Pontiac, to celebrate the 12
women who founded the chap-
ter back on April 21, 1941. Pro-
gram presenter Lou Ann Jacobs
(Normal) searched old newspa-
pers along with genealogy web-
sites to track the lives of these
women and their teaching ca-
reers.
    Martha Adams (Pontiac)
taught 31 years in Pontiac and
won a $50 war bond for her ar-
ticle supporting rationing dur-
ing World War II. Inez Butz
(Dwight) taught in Nevada
Township and served in the
WACs in New Guinea. Lois
Flug (Wenona) was a science
teacher at Wenona High School
who earned a Masters from Co-
lumbia University. Bernice
Healy (Chenoa) taught in rural
schools and Minonk. Hattie
Heinhorst (Forrest) was a com-
merce teacher at Forrest High
School and predicted all the
winners of the state high school
basketball tournament one year.
Mary Lamb Kiley (Pontiac)
taught in area rural schools and
attended the 60th birthday cele-
bration of the chapter.
    Marbel Marlar (Strawn)
taught at Forrest-Strawn-Wing,
was a superintendent in 1940,
and later had a photography
class so students could produce

a newspaper. Anne Meierhofer
Dodds (Minonk) taught in Mi-
nonk, served as an elementary
principal, and later taught at
universities. Ruby Sticklin
Boles (Toluca) was a commer-
cial teacher at Toluca High
School and later worked in
Texas. Agnes Thomsen (Mi-
nonk) taught in the Dwight area
and later in Crystal Lake where
she owned a yarn shop. Jean
Vance Thompson (Dwight)
taught second and third grades
in Dwight and was active in
community civic affairs. Au-
drey Wheeler (Long Point)
taught at Long Point and Ot-
tawa and was an accomplished
harpist with a Masters from
Northwestern University.
    Marcia Wahls (Chenoa) has
sent information to local news-
papers advertising applying for
the Alpha Beta $200 grant for a
junior college woman majoring
in education. Call 309-830-
9856 or e-mail marci-
awahls@gmail.com. The
deadline for applying is Decem-
ber 1.
    Co-Pres. Jacobs shared in-
formation about HB2778 that is
being presented to the legisla-
ture. The Illinois Education As-
sociation reported that a
number of unions representing
public education employees
support statewide standards for
COVID-19 administrative

leave for educational employ-
ees and support paycheck pro-
tection for non-instructional
employees.
    Because of Veterans Day
November 11, Elaine Cunning-
ham (Minonk) led members in
singing service songs for the
Marines, Navy, Air Force,
Coast Guard, and Army.
    Janet Beyer (Cropsey) re-
minded members of the schol-
arships and stipends available
to them if they have been a
member for at least three years,
along with sharing brochures.
The application deadline is Jan-
uary 9, 2022.
    Members will be sent infor-
mation about the upcoming Illi-
nois Convention which will be
held April 29 through May 1 at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Springfield. A pre-convention
tour to the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Mu-
seum is planned for Friday af-
ternoon.
    The next meeting will be
held Tuesday, February 8, at
6:00 p.m. via Zoom. Rich
Frankenfeld, Director of Out-
reach with the Teacher Retire-
ment System, will present
“TRS Question and Answer
Time on Pension and Insur-
ance”.
    For more information, visit
dkg.org or contact Carol
Hughes at chughes@mtco.com.

Author Denise Swanson to 
Appear at Prairie Creek Library

    New York Times best-sell-
ing author Denise Swanson
will make a public appearance
at Prairie Creek Public Library,
501 Carriage House Lane, in
Dwight. She will greet fans at
6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December
7, in the library’s community
room.
    Swanson writes mystery
and romance books after hav-
ing served as a practicing
school psychologist for 22
years. Her best-selling Scum-
ble River Mysteries series is set
in a fictional town in Illinois.

She has been nominated for an
Agatha Award and a Mary Hig-
gins Clark Award.
    This program is free and
open to the public; however,
due to COVID restrictions, reg-
istration is required. To register
for this event, call 815-584-
3061.
    Prairie Creek Library is
mindful of its patrons with dis-
abilities and aim to accommo-
date them as best they can and
in accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. If
you are disabled and plan to at-

tend a program at the library,
you are invited to call them in
advance at 815-584-3061. 

A Word With Senator Patrick Joyce
    November is traditionally a
time we give thanks for our
blessings. Even in these chal-
lenging times, we have so
many reasons to be thankful.
    We honor and salute the
thousands of Illinoisans who
have signed up to defend our
freedoms and put their lives on
the line in selfless sacrifice on
Nov. 11 for Veterans Day. But
we should be thankful through-
out the month, and every day,
for the men and women who
truly put public service first. I
am extra thankful for those in
the 40th District who joined us
in our call to send cards and let-
ters to local veterans who now
live at the Illinois Veterans’
Home in Manteno to let them
know we will never forget
them.
    Back at home, I am thankful
for my father-in-law Don Scott.
A veteran of three wars who
spent 20 years in the Army, this
man is a marvel at 95 years old.
He still lives by himself and is
active with the local VFW.
When he won a sizeable prize
in the Queen of Hearts raffle at
the post, he donated it back to
help pay for repairs to the con-
crete parking lot.
    I was busy traveling the dis-
trict for events this Veterans
Day and wasn’t able to be with
him. But I am so appreciative
of his example of lifelong self-
less service.
    Alzheimer’s Diseease is the
sixth-leading cause of death in
our country, and most common
form of dementia in as many as
80 percent of diagnosed cases.
While these numbers are stag-
gering, I am thankful for the
doctors and health care experts
who are working every day to

help those with this devastating
disease and to find a cure as
soon as possible. We recognize
your efforts in November as
National Alzheimer’s Disease
Awareness Month.
    In my role as Chair of the
Senate Agriculture Committee,
I strive to make soil conserva-
tion a priority as we know our
next harvest is only going to be
as good as the ground can pro-
duce. I am thankful for the
leadership shown by the Illi-
nois Conservation Foundation
in offering four annual college
scholarships of $2,000 each to
high school seniors who are
committed to preserving and
protecting our natural re-
sources. Visit the ICF website
to learn more and to apply: il-
conservation.org/.
    I am thankful for leaders in
our higher education system
such as Tim Killeen at the Uni-
versity of Illinois and Cheryl
Green, who leads Governors
State University in serving the
south suburbs. They recently
hosted an important discussion
about how their campuses are

handling the supply chain is-
sues created by the COVID-19
pandemic. They deserve
tremendous credit for keeping
our students’ educational ca-
reers on track after nearly two
years of historic challenges.
    With pandemic restrictions
on evictions finally over, many
Illinoisans now need help find-
ing and affording housing. I am
thankful that, as the winter
months arrive, we have leader-
ship in Gov. Pritzker’s Admin-
istration that refuses to let
people fall through the cracks.
The Illinois Rental Payment
Program starts Dec. 6 – visit
illinoishousinghelp.
org/ to learn more.
    Finally, for Thanksgiving, I
am thankful for you: my dear
family, friends and neighbors
who allow me to serve you in
Springfield, and who always
step up to help us help others in
need. I am thankful for your
sacrifices during a health care
crisis, your determination to
help our school children get the
education they need, and your
relentless spirit to support our
small businesses and families
who have fallen behind.

    As we head into the final
weeks of 2021, we will con-
tinue to help people bounce
back. I urge you to contact me
anytime I can help: 708-756-
0882, or at senatorpatrick-
joyce.com/. I will continue to
share the latest news on my
website and on my Facebook
page, facebook.
com/senPatrickjoyce40/.

Sen. Patrick Joyce
D-Essex, 

40th State Senate District
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Roofing •Siding •Windows •Gutters
FREE ESTIMATES!

MACROOFERS.COM

Larry
815-848-3806

LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS
LICENSED & INSURED

McWilliams Roofing
L.L.C.

Aaron
815-260-6569

hiphoppoptop40r&burbancontemporary

authentictock@gmail.com

Full Service DJ/Live Sound
• Weddings • Business Parties 

• Birthdays and More!
E-mail for pricing/scheduling.

easy l i s t en ing funk love rock&ro l l

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

1805 Ashley Rd., Morris 815-941-2800 
MORRIS TRAILER SALES, INC.

SERVICES OFFERED

Flush the other guys

Brian Trainor

208 S. Union St.
Dwight, IL 60420

Phone 815.584.7678
BTDWIGHTIL@OUTLOOK.COM

LICENSE #055-044376

BT PLUMBING HEATING COOLING

“Your Exterior Renovation Specialists”
• Siding, Soffit, Fascia • Windows • Roofs
• Decks • Sunrooms • Seamless Gutters 

• Overhead Doors and more!

Give us a call at 815-584-9470
or visit us at www.PerfectExterior.com

104.016011        
105.006010• FREE ESTIMATES • 

815.237.8298

740 Oak St.
South Wilmington

RENTALS
We RENT a Variety of Heavy Machinery.

We SELL and REPAIR Outdoor Power Equipment.

SISTEK

GARDEN TRACTORS

FARM EQUIPMENT

SNOWMOBILES

APPLIANCES

ANYTHING METAL

FREE PICKUP    7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL BRIAN 815-210-8819

SCRAP METAL WANTEDMY FATHER’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Garages • Decks
Painting • Addition 

Design/Install 
Kitchens 

& Bathrooms
FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED LOCALLY

ON THE WEB: 
WWW.MYFATHERSHANDYMAN.COM

OR CALL:
LARRY MCWILLIAMS

815-848-3806
INSURED/FREE ESTIMATES

Huffman 
Tire & Auto

• Complete   
Auto Care

606 S. Union (Rt. 47), Dwight
815-584-1333

Hours:  M-F 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

BECKER STORAGE
4 Different Size Units
815-584-2388 

- OR -
815-674-2089

BRADLEY PEST CONTROL

Call Phil at 815-405-5020
815-365-4429

www.bradleypc.com

Termite treatment • Mouse control
General pest control

Real Estate Inspections
Bed Bug Treatments

Dwight
Mini Storage
7 Sizes Available

Low Rates
815-791-4695
815-405-4067

Odell
Mini Storage

6 Sizes Available
Low Rates

815-791-3589

TERRY’S ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

BEST PRICES. 
815-760-2028. BUILD
GARAGES & DECKS.
FULLY INSURED. 41
YEARS EXPERIENCE.

SERVICES OFFERED

HELP WANTED
UNION HILL – Union
Hill Sales & Service is look-
ing for motivated experi-
enced mechanic to join our
team. Applicants must have
five years mechanical expe-
rience, preferably on agri-
cultural equipment. Must
have strong people skills,
ability to work hard, valid
driver’s license. Pass pre-
employment drug test. Full-
time position. Pay based on
experience. Must have own
tools. Benefits negotiable.
Cal 815-426-6103.       47-tf

UNION HILL – Union
Hill Sales & Service is look-
ing for motivated mechani-
cal apprentice who is
looking to learn. Applicant
must have some mechanical
background, strong people
skills & valid driver’s li-
cense. Need to pass pre-em-
ployment drug test.
Agricultural machinery a
plus. Full-time posotion. Pay
based on experience. Please
call 815-426-6103       47-tf

Accolade Healthcare
of Pontiac

www.accoladehc.com

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Heritage Health
www.HeritageofCare.com/Dwight

NURSING HOMES

To make your business
a part of The Paper 
WEB DIRECTORY,
phone 815-584-1901.

State Farm Insurance
Jerry Danko, Agent

www.jerrydanko.com
Evenglow - Pontiac

www.evenglowlodge.org

BANKS

INSURANCE

Dr. Mark Passerman
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/dwight

Dr. Jennifer Thomas
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/gardner

Dr. Athar Saeed
Cardiologist

www.morrishospital.org

Dr. Jaynee Pendergast
www.morrishospital.org/dwight

PHYSICIANS

Sancken Sole Realty
www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

REAL ESTATE

Morris Hospital
www.morrishospital.org

HOSPITALS

ALZHEIMER’S/ 
MEMORY CARE

Popejoy, Inc.
www.popejoyinc.com

HEATING
& COOLING

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Harvest View - Herscher
www.harvestviewliving.com

SENIOR LIVING

Get Connected to area businesses with 

The Paper
WEB DIRECTORY!

Dwight Bank
Branch of Bank of Pontiac
www.bankofpontiac.com

Peoples National Bank
Dwight Banking Center

www.pnb-kewanee.com
SOCU

www.socu.org

Brian Severson Farms
www.qualityorganic.com

OORGANIC GRAINS 
& FLOURS

Home delivery 
Monday - Friday 
60 and up home-
bound– Must make 

reservations –
    Wed., Dec. 1:
Beef tortellini, peas,
carrots, tropical fruit
salad, bread.
    Thurs., Dec. 2:
Country fried steak,
mashed potatoes w/
white gravy, Nan-
tucket vegetables,
apricots, whole
grain wheat.
    Fri., Dec. 3:
Goulash, seasoned
greens, pineapple
chunks, whole grain
dinner roll.
    Mon., Dec. 6:
Chicken and noo-
dles, mashed pota-

toes, pickled beets,
pineapple, whole
grain wheat.
    Tues., Dec. 7:
Taco salad w/ meat,
lettuce & tomatoes,
pears, taco chips,
pudding.
    Wed., Dec. 8:
Ham and beans,
copper carrots,
Mandarin oranges,
cornbread.
    Thurs., Dec. 9:
Sloppy Joe, sweet
potato puffs, corn,
chunky applesauce,
whole grain bun.

    Milk served each
day.  

For reservation,
call:

1-800-543-1770.

Dwight Peace Meals

HELP WANTED
Administrative Assistant needed at T&E Ent of
Herscher, Inc. General Office and Computer
skills required. Full benefits included. Send re-
sume to PO Box 237 Herscher, IL  60941.

BUS DRIVER
Odell CCSD #435 is accepting applications for
Full-Time and Substitute Route School Bus Driv-
ers. Full-Time position has a guarantee of four
hours a day and some extra curricular runs. Start-
ing hourly rates are $18.25/hour. If you do not
currently have a CDL with a passenger endorse-
ment, the district will pay for that endorsement
for you. Interested candidates should fill out an
application at the district office or mail a letter of
interest and resume to Mark Hettmansberger, 203
N. East St., Odell, IL  60460.

LOCAL DRIVERS
Schiber Truck Company has a position available
for a Molten Sulfur truck driver at its Channahon,
Illinois location. This position is 4 days on, 3 days
off. The driver will work Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
Monday afternoons starting at approx. 3 p.m.
Earning $86,000 plus per year.

We offer a full benefit package including health,
dental, matching 401k, life insurance, 9 paid hol-
idays and paid vacations.

Applicant must have a safe, clean driving record
and stable work history. Class A CDL with
tanker/Hazmat endorsement and three years ex-
perience required.

Apply on-line at Schiber.com or Call (800)
221-4849 to arrange for an application.

HELP WANTED
The Village of Odell is accepting applications
for the position of Maintenance Worker I. The
position will include building maintenance,
preventative maintenance, water and sewer
testing, snow removal, and repairs to equip-
ment. Pay will be based upon qualifications
and experience. The Village of Odell does pro-
vide a benefits package. Hours will be 6:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday-Friday with over-
time requirements.
Must have an Illinois Driver’s License, a high
school diploma (or equivalent) and the ability
to obtain a CDL within 6 months. Mainte-
nance, construction, or repair experience is de-
sirable. The Village will provide opportunity
for additional licensing and certification.
Offers of employment are subject to successful
completion of background check, physical,
and drug screen. APPLICATIONS MAY BE
LEFT AT THE VILLAGE HALL LOCATED
AT 213 S. FRONT ST., ODELL, IL.

Dwight Veterinary Clinic
Old Rt. 66, Dwight  • 815-584-2732 •

dwightvet.com

Would you like to sponsor a pet? Call The Paper 815-584-1901.

Livingston County Humane Society
21179 N. 1358 E. Rd., Pontiac, IL 61764 • 815-842-1025 
lchumanesociety.com • Check us out on facebook and PetFinder!

Hello everyone! My name is
Tulip and I am 6 months old!
I am a super friendly girl that
loves to play and explore! I
am so curious about every-
thing! I am a pretty high en-
ergy kitten, so a home that
has a playmate for me
would be perfect! I am also
really affectionate with
everyone I meet! The ladies
think that I would make a
good cuddle buddy at the end of the day! I would do
great in any home as long as I have someone to keep
me busy and give me all their attention! Please come
meet me! I will be the perfect companion!

Pet of the Week

MCARDLE REALTY

DEAN HANSEN, Managing Broker  (815) 274-1917
Dean@mcardlerealty.net

Lot: 404 N. Chicago St.

Lot: 406 N. Chicago St., Garage/Shop

404 W. Delaware, Dwight 
Brick Ranch, full basement. $149,000

MCARDLE REALTY
106 E. Main St., Dwight 

SOLD

Historical Bar/Grill | Main St., Kinsman - Beautiful
antique bar. Complete kitchen & walk-in cooler.
Turn-key operation. $79,900

If you want to Sell or Buy, Call Our Office!

EXPERIENCE • RESULTS
FULL TIME REALTORS

www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

Bill Sole, MGR BRKR, 815-252-8456 
BROKERS:

Jenny Johnson  815-405-2326   Amanda McCoy  815-978-3707   

700-A South Union St., Dwight, IL • 815-844-4104

SOLD!
403 S. Clinton, Dwight

26779 North 2900 East Rd., Dwight

FOR SALE
COMMERCIAL LISTINGS:

144 E. Main St., Dwight
2-story brick building offers plenty of room for 

your business needs. With over 7,000 square foot,
tall ceilings, and a large usable basement.

Asking $174,000

Michelle Weber 815-474-6511               Mary Kilbride    815-263-8753
Bob deOliveira  815-295-3281               Jake Ross           815-325-0511

Estate Auction
Located At: #11431 East 2000 North Rd. 

Pontiac, IL.,  61764
Directions: Exit I-55 at Pontiac, IL. (Rt. 116 Exit #197),

and go West (on Rt. 116), 1-1/2 Miles to 1200 E. Rd.,
Then 2-8/10 Miles North to “T” (at 1975 N. Rd.), 

Then go West and Follow Winding Rd. for 8/10 Mile.
OR: From Graymont, IL. Go North (on 800 E. Rd.), 
2-1/2 Miles to 2000 N. Rd., Then East 3-4/10 Miles.

Watch for Auction Signs!

Sunday, December 5@ 10:00 A.M.
See Photos @ www.bradleyauctionsinc.com

John Deere Crawler (To Sell at Approx. Noon): 1957 John
Deere 420 C Crawler, Gas, w/ Loader & Bucket, (Greenville Steel
Car Co.), Rear Scarifier, Extra Tracks & Parts, Ser. No.: 104443;
Vermeer Trencher/Backhoe (To Sell at Approx. Noon): 1973
Vermeer M-437 Trencher/Backhoe, Wisconsin V-4 Gas Engine,
6 Way Backfill Blade, 4ft. Trench Depth, 16” Backhoe Bucket;
Chevy C-50 Digger Truck (To Sell at Approx. Noon): 1966
Chevrolet C-50 Truck, 6 Cyl. Engine, 4x2 Trans., w/ Highway
“Model HD” Pressure Auger, 5 Augers (8”-28”) & Boom Pole, w/
Spare Parts; 14 Air Rifles & Air Pistol (To Sell at Approx. 11:30
a.m.): Crosman Model 70; 2- Crosman Model 73 w/ Book; Cros-
man Model 1600; Crosman Model 44; Daisy Powerline 790;
Daisy Powerline 130; Daisy Powerline 44; Daisy Powerline 131;
Daisy 840; Daisy Buck; Gamo Hunter 890; Chicom Air K70;
HyScore Target Air Pistol; Bear “Black Bear II” Compound Bow;
Electronic Game Caller; Honeywell Generator (To Sell at Ap-
prox. Noon): Honeywell 7500 Watt Gas Generator on Cart;
Shop Equipment & Tools: Central Machine Precision Mini-
Lathe, (7”x10”); Cal-Hawk 6” Wood Joiner; Delta Shaper/Router;
Wilton 10” Compound Miter Saw; Craftsman 12” Radial Arm Saw;
Craftsman 10” Table Saw; Craftsman 16” Scroll Saw; Ryobi
Router in Stand; Bosch Electric Chipping Hammer; Greenlee 767
Knockout Punch Driver; Greenlee Punch (for Metal Studs); Porter
Cable Framing Nail Gun; Craftsman Cordless Tool Set; Crafts-
man 7-1/4” “Worm Drive” Circular Saw; Craftsman Laser Level;
Porter Cable Elect. Screw Shooter; Central Pneumatic Roofing
Nail Gun; Sure-Shot Air Cond. Charging Unit; Set of Air Cond.
Gauges; Oxy./Acetylene Gauges & Hoses; Grayco Airless Com-
mercial Paint Sprayer; Propane “B” Tank w/ Torch; Stihl 180C
Gas Chainsaw; Echo Gas String Trimmer; Transit & Tripod;
Chainfall Hoists; Lg. Copper Tubing Bender; Electrode Stabilizing
Oven; Welding Rod; 4ft. Level in Case; Set of Work Lights on
Stand; 2- Pipe Clamps, (7ft. Long); Pipe Clamps; “C” Clamps;
Bar Clamps; Wood Extension Ladder, 32ft.; Various Machinist’s
Hand Tools; Assorted Hand & Power Tools; Assorted Drill Bits;
Radio Controlled Helicopter, (N.I.B.); Assorted Wood & Lumber;
Lg. Assortment of: Bolts, Screws, Nails, Nuts, Washers, Etc.

Held Rain or Shine! (Large Shed Available)

AUCTIONEERS’ NOTE: This is the Second Large Auction
from John’s Estate. 2 Auction Rings will sell simultaneously.
8 Wagons full of Small Items. View photos @
www.bradleyauctionsinc.com & plan to attend!!

SELLER:
John W. Kennedy Jr. Estate

- Auctioneers:
Bradleys’ Auction Service, Inc.

FOR RENT
CABERY – 2 bedroom,
stove, refrigerator,, AC,
washer/dryer, storage, park-
ing, yard. No pets. $500.
815-365-4484.       48-5wpp

DWIGHT – Second floor
aptartment with laundry,
central air/heat. Nice. 218
Waupansie Street. 815-483-
3384. 48-2w

DWIGHT – Downstairs 2
bedroom apartment for rent.
Includes a stove, refrigera-
tor, washer and dryer, a
garbage disposal, and a
garage. Call 815-584-7047
for more details.           26-tf

AUCTION

DWIGHT – 1 day Craft
Sale, 127 S. John Street,
Dwight, Thursday, Decem-
ber 2, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 5 Ven-
dors. Door prizes. Home
made. Bring your friends!    

48-1wp

CRAFT
SALE AD SPACE

FOR SALE
The Paper
815-584-  1901

GUN & KNIFE AUCTION
KRUSE EVENT CENTER

207 N. LAWRENCE AVENUE
GIBSON CITY, ILLINOIS
SATURDAY, DEC. 11, 2021

9:00 A.M.
PREVIEW ON FRIDAY, DEC. 10 

4 ‘till 7 p.m.

300+ Guns—Knives
Gun Safes—Ammunition

GO TO WEBSITE for PICTURES of
GUNS & DESCRIPTIONS: billkruse.net

WE ARE FOLLOWING THE ILLINOIS
STATE GUN LAWS. YOU HAVE TO

HAVE A VALID FOID CARD.
FFL HOLDERS BE SURE TO BRING

COPY OF YOUR LICENSE.

GUNS CAN BE PICKED UP ON 
WED. & THUR., DEC. 15 & 16, 

from 9 AM to 7 PM at 
KRUSE EVENT CENTER

C
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C
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READ The Paper EVERY WEEK!



Ad Prices Effective 12-1-21 through 12-7-21
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Rts. 17 & 47 • Dwight • Phone 815-584-2880

Icehouse, High Life or
Busch 30-pack cans ………………………

$1386
MGD, Miller 64, Coors Light,
Lite or
Budweiser 24-pack bottles …………

$1663
Michelob 
Ultra 24 pack cans or bottles ……………

$1699
Shiner
Beer 12-pack bottles or cans …………………

$999
$1399

20-50 ml.
Fireball
BUCKETS

WINESLIQUORS

Great Prices!

Great Selection!

BEERSPlatinum 7X or
U.V. Vodka 1.75 liter …

$1399
Svedka
Vodka 750 ml. …………………

$999
Clan MacGregor
Scotch 1.75 liter …………

$1699
Zakariah Harris
Bourbon 750 ml. ……………

$899
Jack Daniel’s
Whiskey 750 ml. ………

$1999
Seagram’s
7-Crown 1.75 liter ………

$1699

Old World LiquorsOld World Liquors

Electra
Moscato 750 ml. ……………

$999
Decoy Red or
Cabernet 750 ml. ………

$1699
Nautilus
Sauvignon
Blanc 750 ml. ………………

$1299
19 Crimes
Wines 750 ml. …………………

$899
(Snoop Dogg $9.99)

Terro D’oro
Zinfandel 750 ml. …………

$799
Carlo Rossi
Sangria 750 ml. ………2/$700

Saint Brendan’s
IRISH CREAM

$999
750 ml.

$1499

Bread + Butter
WINES

750 ml.

$1199

24-pack cans

Old Style, 
MGD, Miller 64, 
Lite, Coors or

BUDWEISER

$1299

White Claw
HARD

SELTZER

12-pack cans

1.75 liter

$1199
Skol  

VODKA

750 ml.

Ole Smokey
or Sugarland

MOONSHINE
$1899

Tri-Point Chili, Cinnamon
Roll Supper December 3

    Tri-Point High School’s
classes of 2024 and 2025 will
host a chili and cinnamon roll
supper Friday, December 3, at
the high school in Cullom.
    The meal includes chili, a
cinnamon roll, and crackers;
the supper will be a drive-
through style by the main en-
trance.
    Serving times are from
4:00-6:30 p.m.
    Pre-meal ticket sales are un-

derway, with the meal price in-
creasing the day of the event.
    They will also sell four-
packs of cinnamon rolls in the
drive-through line while sup-
plies last.
    Proceeds are used to fund
class activities like prom and
graduation.

    If you have questions, con-
tact Alison Buckley at 815-
689-2110, ext. 302.

‘Crafts with Santa’ 
December 4 in Emington

    The Emington Community
Association will be hosting
“Crafts with Santa” Saturday,
December 4, at Santa’s Work-
shop.

    When not at the North Pole,
his workshop is temporarily lo-
cated at Marcia Drach’s, E.
2200 North Rd. in Emington.
    Santa and Mrs. Claus will
be there between 1:00-4:00
p.m. Stop by and get a framed
picture with Santa in his sleigh
(the reindeer, especially Ru-
dolph, will still be resting at the
North Pole), and be sure to take
your Christmas Wishes, as well
as your smile, make a craft or
two to take, all while enjoying

Mrs. Claus’ delicious cookies
and hot cocoa.
    They will also be signing
Christmas cards and coloring
pictures for Operation SOS ser-
vicemen and women to include
in their Christmas package. If
interested, the Emington Com-
munity Association will also be
collecting donations of gum,
hard candy, beef jerky, individ-
ually wrapped or small packes
of cookies, cheese and crack-
ers, breakfast bars, or licorice
to include in their packages, or
take non-perishable canned or
boxed goods for the Food
Pantry.
    Santa says, “Ho, Ho, Hope
to see you there!”

Galley of Trees Now Open at
Kankakee County Museum

    The Kankakee County Mu-
seum, 801 South 8th Avenue in
Kankakee, invites you to the
43rd Annual Gallery of Trees,
now open throughout the entire
month of December – with the
exception of December 24, 25,
and 31.
    This year, the Museum is
filled with over 30 trees deco-
rated by area non-profit organ-
izations. Over 3,000 visitors go
during the month of December.

    Hours are Monday through
Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
and Saturdays and Sundays,
1:00-4:00 p.m.
    There is a suggested dona-
tion asked per person.
    Additionally, Friday, De-
cember 17, the Museum will
remain open until 7:00 p.m. for
its annual hot chocolate and
ugly sweater event.
    Be a part of this local
event – and take your camera!

    Taylor and Debbie are invit-
ing the Piper City children to
go to the Library Wednesday,
December 8, from 6:00-7:30
p.m. to make Christmas deco-
rations and then trim the tree.
    They will have refresh-
ments afterwards.
    Call the library at 815-686-
9234 by Monday, December 6,
to make reservations so they
know how much material for
the decorations, and how many
refreshments, to have on hand.

Decorate Piper
City Library

Christmas Tree
December 8
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Classic Movies Return to 
Prairie Creek Library

    Prairie Creek Library in
Dwight will ring in the season
with their classic movies pro-
gram.
    December’s film will be a
showing of “White Christmas”
with Bing Crosby and Danny
Kaye Friday, December 10.
    A classic movie is shown on
the second Friday of every
month. The film will start at
10:00 a.m. This program is free
and open to the public, but due
to COVID restrictions, seating
is limited. To sign up for this
program, call 815-584-3061.
Future films will include
“Cheaper by the Dozen”, “An
Affair to Remember”, and “Mr.
Deeds Goes to Town”.
    Prairie Creek Library is
mindful of its patrons with dis-

abilities and aim to accommo-
date them as best they can and
in accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. If
you are disabled and plan to at-
tend a program at the library,

you are invited to call them in
advance at 815-584-3061 to
make sure they are aware and
prepared to meet your needs.
Their building is accessible and
equipped with an elevator.

Let’s Learn!
Library Studies Christmas Around the World

    Dwight’s Prairie
Creek Library will
continue its new pro-
gram for homeschool
families with students
in grades K-5. Decem-
ber lessons will center
on Christmas Around
the World. The “Let’s
Learn!” program pres-
ents bi-monthly les-
sons on a variety of
topics that start at
11:00 a.m. and last up
to an hour. There is no
charge for this pro-
gram.
    On Tuesday, De-
cember 7, participants
will learn about the
continents, practice lo-
cating places on the
globe, utilize the A-Z
World database to find
how Christmas is cele-
brated in different
countries, and make a

gingerbread house as a
STEM project. On
Tuesday, December
21, students will re-
view lessons from the
previous meeting, dis-
cuss why America is
called the Melting Pot,
learn the meaning be-
hind some Christmas
symbols, and make
crackers, which is a
part of Christmas in
England.
    Note the December
21 meeting will be
about 30 minutes long
and will be followed
by a children’s craft
time. If your child
would like to stay, reg-
ister them separately
for the craft time.
    Registration is re-
quired. To register for
this free program or
for more information,

call 815-584-3061 or
e-mail: 4pclibrary@
gmail.com.

    Prairie Creek Li-
brary is mindful of its
patrons with disabili-
ties and aim to accom-
modate them as best
they can and in accor-
dance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities

Act. If you are dis-
abled and plan to at-
tend a program at the
library, you are invited
to call them in advance
at 815-584-3061 to
make sure they are
aware and prepared to
meet your needs. Their
building is accessible
and equipped with an
elevator.

“Christmas Time
is Here”

Christmas time is here
Happiness and cheer
Fun for all that children call
Their favorite time of the year.
Snowflakes in the air
Carols everywhere
Olden times and ancient
rhymes
Of love and dreams to share.
Sleigh bells in the air
Beauty everywhere
Yuletide by the fireside
And joyful memories there.
Christmas time is here
We’ll be drawing near
Oh, that we could always see
Such spirit through the year
Oh, that we could always see
Such spirit through the year.

Written by Vince Guaraldi and
Lee Mendelson for the 1965 tele-
vision special “A Charlie Brown
Christmas.”
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Notice of Proposed Property Tax Increase
for Gardner South Wilmington 

High School District #73

I.

II.

III.

IV.

A public hearing to approve a proposed
property tax levy increase for Gardner
South Wilmington High School District
#73 for 2021 will be held on December
15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the boardroom
at Gardner South Wilmington High
School.

Any person desiring to appear at the pub-
lic hearing and present testimony to the
taxing district may contact Mr. Joshua
DeLong, Superintendent, Gardner South
Wilmington High School #73, 500 E.
Main Street, Gardner, Il, 60424.
815.237.2176.

The corporate and special purpose prop-
erty taxes extended for 2020 were
$1,365,357.47. 

The proposed corporate and special pur-
pose property taxes to be levied for 2021
are $1,462,900.00. This represents a
7.14% increase over the previous year.

The property taxes extended for debt
service and public building commission
leases for 2020 were $320,059.54.

The estimated property taxes to be levied
for debt service and public building com-
mission leases for 2021 are $320,687.50.
This represents a 0.20% increase over
the previous year.

The total property taxes extended for
2020 were $1,685,417.01. 

The estimated total property taxes to be
levied for 2021 are $1,783,587.50. This
represents a 5.82% increase over the pre-
vious year.

SPORTS SPORTSSPORTS SPORTS
Monday, November 22
GSW vs. Reed-Custer
    The Lady Panthers were
beaten by Reed-Custer, 39-32,
on November 22.
    Addi Fair led with 16
points, including a three-
pointer and a perfect 5-5 show-
ing at the line. Hannah Balcom
added five points on five free
throws, followed by four points
from Mary Clare Phillips.
Chloe Wells made good on

three free throws, while Taeryn
Lardi provided two points. Eva
Henderson and Riley Klingler
each hit a free throw.
Tuesday, November 23
GSW vs. Herscher
    GSW dropped to 0-6 on the
season after a 55-8 defeat by
Herscher November 23.
    Leading the Lady Panthers
was Eva Henderson with four
points. Addi Fair and Taeryn
Lardi added two points each.

GSW LADY PANTHERS BASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Dwight vs.
Henry-Senachwine
Varsity -
    The Dwight Lady Trojans
dropped their conference
opener November 22 to Henry-
Senachwine, 33-22.
    Scoring for Dwight was
Njomza Asllani with five
points, followed by four each
from Mikalah Bregin (7 re-
bounds), Kassy Kodat, and
Brooke Vigna (8 rebounds).
Lilly Duffy (5 steals, 4 assists)
and Emerson Peters each put in

two points.

JV -
    In the JV meeting, the Lady
Trojans fell to Henry-Senach-
wine, 37-27.
    Ellora McCullough was
high scorer for Dwight with
seven points, in addition to five
boards. Maci Johnson and
Kassy Kodat scored five points
each, with Isabella Bunting
scoring four points. Lilly
Duffy, Njomza Asllani (7 re-
bounds), and Emerson Peters
contributed two points each.

DTHS LADY TROJANS BASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Tri-Point vs. Lexington
    In a match-up with Lexing-
ton November 22 at home, the
Tri-Point Chargers suffered a
43-30 loss.

    Lainey Bertrand (2-2 FT)

was the high scorer for the
Chargers with 12 points. Lanie
Woods chipped in with five
points, including a three-
pointer. Melina Schuette (2-6
FT) and Ronnie Matuszewski
added four points each. Millie
Ruiz nailed a three.

TRI-POINT LADY CHARGERS BASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Seneca vs. Midland
    Seneca took to the road No-
vember 22 to take on Midland,
and returned home with a 50-
18 victory.
    “Our best effort of the year,”
stated Coach Holman. “Nice to
see the girls learning and form-
ing an identity. Fifty points

scored and no one scoring
more than nine was awesome
to see. Twelve girls hit the scor-
ing column.

    Leading the way was
Kennedy Hartwig and Carly
Greve, each with nine points.
Emma Smith supplied seven
points.

SENECA LADY FIGHTING IRISHBASKETBALL

Monday, November 22
Dwight vs.
Oglesby Washington
    The seventh grade Lady
Redbirds had their season con-
cluded November 22, follow-
ing a 39-16 defeat by Oglesby
Washington.
    Mikayla Chambers (12
steals, 3 rebounds, 1 assist) and
Delaney Boucher (8 rebounds,
3 steals) had six points each.
Cloe Hall (4 rebounds, 1 steal)
and Claire Sandeno (3 re-
bounds, 3 steals, 1 assist) each

scored two points. Olivia Buck
provided four rebounds and
three steals, while De’Lana
Marsh added two swipes. Addy
Sulzberger and Sophie Bastian
each had one steal.
    “Thank you for all your
dedication and hard work this
season,” Coach Christine
Stephens stated. “We are proud
of all that you accomplished.”

    Dwight’s seventh graders
end the season with a record of
13-8 and as LCT champions.

DCS LADY REDBIRDS BASKETBALL

Tuesday, November 23
Seneca vs. Tremont
and Princeton
    Seneca’s wrestlers took to
the mat November 23, falling
53-20 to Tremont, then 46-30
to Princeton. Individual results
are as follows:
vs. Tremont
    106: Double FF; 113: Kon-
nor Martinn F 3:01 over
Tommy Milton; 120: Bowden
Delaney F 5:29 over Jaden
Casey; 126: Josiah Grant F
1:56 over Justin Goslin; 132:
Robbie Nelson F 5:31 over
Nathan Boyd; 138: Nate
Othon F 4:47 over Logan
Poisal; 145: Asher Hamby 4-
2 over Mason Mark; 152: Levi
Leitner F 2:36 over Ryan
Flynn; 160: Logan Stedman F
:13 over Aidan Burton; 170:
Lucas Wendling by FF; 182: TJ
Conner TF 16-0 over Kyle

Hamby; 195: Chris Peura F
:45 over Jeremy Olsen; 220:
Cooper Wendling F :34 over
Alex Bogner; 285: John Rath-
bun F :41 over Liam Blue.
vs. Princeton
    106: Double FF; 113:
Tommy Milton by FF; 120:
Ace Christiansen by FF; 126:
Justin Goslin F 3:44 over
Mike Kurth; 132: Matthew
Harris F :38 over Robbie Nel-
son; 138: Nate Othon F 3:00
over Preston Ankels; 145:
Augie Christiansen F 2:37 over
Ryan Flynn; 152: Asher
Hamby by FF; 160: Carson
Etheridge F :41 over Aidan
Burton; 170: Kyle Hamby by
FF; 182: Anthony Viganow by
FF; 195: Drew Harp 15-5 over
Chris Peura; 220: Jessie
Wright F :46 over Alex
Bogner; 285: JJ Wicaryus F
3:57 over Liam Blue.

SENECA FIGHTING IRISH WRESTLING

Dwight Varsity Trojans take 3rd at Turkey Tourney

24 Shopping Days
until Christmas

DTHS VARSITY BOYS
BASKETBALL TEAM
hoists a third-place tro-
phy at Woodland to con-
clude their run in the
Route 17 Classic. The
Trojans defeated St.
Bede 72-69 to earn the
hardware.
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