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Livingston County Drive-Thru COVID-19
Testing Site Now Closed

    Due to a decrease in the
number of tests performed at
the site, Livingston County’s
drive-thru COVID-19 testing
site is no longer in operation.
    Livingston County’s
COVID-19 testing site was es-
tablished in a collaborative ef-
fort between the Livingston
County Health Department

(LCHD) and OSF HealthCare
Saint James – John W. Albrecht
Medical Center. The partner-
ship will closely monitor
COVID-19 activity in the re-
gion and reinstate the testing
site should the need arise in the
county.
    COVID-19 testing is avail-
able in Livingston County at

local pharmacies, including
Walgreens and CVS, by ap-
pointment. Drive-thru and
walk-up testing is also avail-
able at the Interstate Center
(1106 Interstate Dr., Blooming-
ton) every Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Cullom’s Branch and Brush Pick-Up
Service to Resume April 16

    Cullom will resume sea-
sonal branch and brush pick-up
services for village residents
Friday, April 16, and end Oc-
tober 15. Pick-up will continue
to be on Fridays (weather per-
mitting), branches are to be
placed out prior to 6:00 a.m. on
Fridays. Leaves will be picked
up through November 19.
    This service is intended to
assist residents in maintaining
their yards when small
branches fall or trimming
shrubs or bushes. No large tree
limbs or removal of entire
overgrown shrubs or bushes
will be picked up. This service
is not for removal of entire
trees, sections of trees, or entire
large bushes.
    The requirements for pick-
up are as follows:
• Branches are to be stacked in
one direction with thicker ends
facing the street. Do not cross
stack branches.
• Branches are to be no longer
then eight feet in length or six
inches in diameter. Piles are to
be no higher than three feet and

no longer than eight feet along
road (this is the maximum size
of pile that will be picked up
and only one pile per week).
Smaller branches (one inch or
less) should be stacked and tied
with string or twine or placed
in a small bucket for dumping.
All grass clippings, leaves,
corn husks, evergreen clip-
pings, and small twigs or trim-
mings must be placed in heavy
duty bags (33 gallon or
smaller). No items placed in
large garbage cans will be
picked up.
• No root balls, lumber, potted
plants in plastic containers,
vines, or any other material or
piles including rocks and dirt
that will not easily burn will be
picked up.
• Walnuts must be placed in
containers (five gallons or
less). Walnuts placed in
garbage containers larger than
five gallons will not be picked
up. Garden waste including
vegetables, tomatoes, cucum-
bers, melons, etc. will not be
picked up. Place them in a bag

and dispose of them in your
weekly waste pick-up.
    The Village’s pick-up pro-
gram is truly a service to Cul-
lom residents. It encourages
each resident and building
owner to pride themselves in
the health, aesthetics, and value
of their own home, building,
surrounding yard and land-
scape. It promotes the commu-
nity’s desire to beautify
neighborhoods while maintain-
ing safe and healthy surround-
ings.
    Branches, leaves, and other
yard waste generated by a pri-
vate contractor, or individuals
hired by a resident or property
owners, do not qualify for the
Village’s Branch Pick-Up Pro-
gram. Branches, leaves, and
other yard waste of this type
must be properly disposed of
by said private contractor, or
other private service, and dis-
posed of in their dumpsite.
    The Village of Cullom reserves
the right to refuse any pick-up of
items in violation of the intent of
this community service.

Streator Onized Credit Union to Relocate
-- Now at 107 E. Chippewa St., Dwight --

    Streator Onized Credit
Union (SOCU) in Dwight is re-
locating – set to open its doors
at its new location at 107 East
Chippewa Street on April 12.
    SOCU was organized in
1939 and was originally limited
to the service of employees and
families of Owens Illinois
Glass Company. In 1984, mem-
bership was expanded to serve
the employees and families of
Select Employee Groups.
    Now, in addition to the cur-
rent 45+ Select Employee
Groups, all residents and em-
ployees of LaSalle, Livingston,
Marshall, Grundy, Putnam,
Woodford, McLean, Bureau,
Stark, Peoria, Tazewell, Ford,
Iroquois, Kankakee, Will, and

Kendall Counties may join the
credit union.

    In October 2005, the credit
union expanded into Liv-
ingston County by opening a
branch in Pontiac at 210 W.
Water St. The Pontiac Branch
is the third full-service finan-
cial institution for the credit
union.
    The Dwight Branch debuted
in November 2007 inside D &
J Foods at 317 W. Waupansie in
Dwight. In December 2008, the
branch was moved to 124 E.
Main St. Now, its latest loca-

tion will be 107 E. Chippewa St.
    SOCU-Dwight Branch is a
full-service financial institution
and is the only credit union lo-
cated in Dwight.
    In 2019, SOCU celebrated
80 years of member service,
with member celebrations
throughout the year.
    In 2020, SOCU was given a
top 200 rank, with a rank of
130th healthiest credit union in
the United States by Deposit
Accounts for the 2019 fiscal
year.
    The Dwight branch will be
closed Friday, April 9, and
Saturday, April 10, to move
to the new location. They will
reopen Monday, April 12.

The Eggs Were Rolling . . . 

EASTER EGG HUNTS were held throughout the area so that boys and girls could enjoy a
normal Easter celebration. Pictured, above, are kids in Gardner, taking part in a Hunt hosted
by Gardner American Legion. Children were caught in the action, left, on March 26 at Her-
itage Health in Dwight, with the Easter Bunny in attendance cheering them on. Fun was had
by all.
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    Dwight Fire Protection Dis-
trict responded to the following
incidents:
    March 25: Automatic Fire
Alarm – False alarm.
    March 27: Electrical wiring
problem; Odor of smoke.
    March 28: Search for a per-
son.
    March 29: Mutual Aid to
Braidwood/Structure Fire.
    March 31: Mutual Aid to
Emington/Structure Fire
    Dwight FPD also responded
to ten medical assists with
Dwight EMS.

Dwight 
Fire Incidents

3/25 - 4/1

Mar. 25 – high 55°, low 38°
.19” precip.

Mar. 26 – high 48°, low 38°
trace precip.

Mar. 27 – high 67°, low 39°
.32” precip.

Mar. 28 – high 46°, low 28°
Mar. 29 – high 63°, low 29°
Mar. 30 – high 66°, low 30°

trace precip.
Mar. 31 – high 44°, low 24°
One Year Ago –April 7, 2020

high 55°, low 31°

Temps - 2021

The COVID-19 pandemic may end up changing our lives in some significant ways. To cite one example, it’s likely
we’ll see a lot more people continue to work remotely, now that they’ve seen the effectiveness of tools such as video-
conferencing. Education, too, may be forever changed in some ways. Perhaps just as important, though, is how
many people may now think more about the future – including how they invest.

If you work with a financial professional, you may have connected with this individual over the past several months
through a videoconferencing platform, rather than in person. Some people like this arrangement because it offers
more scheduling flexibility and eliminates the time and effort of traveling to and from an appointment. Others, however,
still prefer face-to-face contact and look forward to when such arrangements will again be practical and safe for
everyone involved. But if you’re in the first group – that is, you prefer videoconferencing – you may now wish to use
this communication method in the future, at least some of the time. 

But beyond the physical aspects of your investing experience, you may now be looking at some changes in your
investment strategy brought on, or at least suggested, by your reactions to the pandemic.

For example, many people – especially, but not exclusively, those whose employment was affected by the pan-
demic – found that they were coming up short in the area of liquidity. They didn’t have enough easily accessible sav-
ings to provide them with the cash they needed to meet their expenses until their employment situations stabilized.
Consequently, some individuals were forced to dip into their long-term investments, such as their 401(k)s and IRAs.
Generally speaking, this type of move is not ideal – these accounts are designed for retirement, so, the more you
tap into them early, the less you’ll have available when you do retire. Furthermore, your withdrawals will likely be
taxable, and, depending on your age, may also be subject to penalties.

If you were affected by this liquidity crunch, you can take steps now to avoid its recurrence. Your best move may
be to build an emergency fund containing three to six months’ worth of living expenses, with the funds held in a sep-
arate, highly accessible account of cash or cash equivalents. Of course, given your regular expenses, it may take
some time to build such an amount, but if you can commit yourself to putting away a certain amount of money each
month, you will make progress. Even having a few hundred dollars in an emergency fund can help create more fi-
nancial stability.

Apart from this new appreciation for short-term liquidity, though, the foundation for your overall financial future
should remain essentially the same. In addition to building your emergency fund, you should still contribute what you
can afford to your IRA, 401(k) and other retirement plans. If you have children you want to send to college, you might
still explore college-funding vehicles such as a 529 plan. Higher education will still be expensive, even with an ex-
pansion in online learning programs. 

Post-pandemic life may contain some differences, along with many similarities to life before. But it will always be
a smart move to create a long-term financial strategy tailored to your individual needs, goals and risk tolerance.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Will Investors Change Behavior After the Pandemic?

A Special Thanks
to everyone who supported me

in the April 6 election.

Jerry Curtis

Tickets Issued 
by Dwight Police

    March 26: Jordan C. Pokar-
ney, 28, Dwight, speeding 26-
34 MPH over limit, operate
uninsured motor vehicle.
    March 27: Jonathon M.
Freese, 30, Dwight,
squealing/screeching tires.
    March 29: Eugene J. John-
son, 29, Springfield, driving/no
license/permit/age, operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
transp./carry alc. liq./driver.

Tickets Issued 
by LaSalle County Police

    April 3: Eric Suddick, 52,
Gardner, speeding, 77/55 mph.

    Persons in the police report
are innocent of any charges
until proven guilty in a court of
law.

Dwight Police Blotter
    March 25: 5:52 p.m.,
Dwight Police were dispatched
to the 100 block of E. Waupan-
sie for theft of a lawn mower.
    March 26: 6:09 p.m.,
Dwight Police spoke with a
subject about a Violation of
Order of Protection.
    March 27: 7:46 a.m.,
Dwight Police were dispatched
to Burbeck Drive for a Crimi-
nal Damage to Property report.
The glass in a front door had
been broken out.

    March 29: 4:52 a.m., Ar-
rested for Criminal Sexual As-
sault was José Gamboa, 71, of
Dwight. He was transported to
Livingston Cty. Jail.; 5:08 p.m.,
Bruce Melvin, 36, of Pontiac,
was arrested for a Livingston
Cty. Warrant.
    March 31: Reports were
generated for ID fraud and an
unauthorized debit charge.

Weekly Ambulance Runs
by Dwight EMS

    March 25: Mazon Ave., fire
alarm.
    March 26: Julie Dr., trauma,
refusal; Chippewa, medical, St.
James.
    March 27: Seminole, fire,
no patient; Julie, fire, no pa-
tient; South, trauma, refusal;
Bannon, medical, Morris.
    March 28: John, medical,
Morris; Chippewa, medical,
Riverside.
    March 29: Bannon, medical,
Morris.
    March 30: Northbrook,
medical, refusal; Chippewa,
medical, Morris.
    March 31: Watters, medical,
St. James; South, fire, no pa-
tient.

Following eight weeks of
competition and 311 product
nominations, this year’s
Maker’s Madness winner is the
self-regulating traffic signal
heater, earning the title of The
Coolest Thing Made in Illinois.

It is made by Termico Tech-
nologies in Elk Grove Village.

The heater uses conductive
particles to heat traffic signals
so they can still be seen during
the winter.

The heater got more than
300,000 votes throughout the
competition. This is the second
year the Illinois Manufacturers
Association hosted the contest.

Traffic Signal Heater
the Coolest Thing Made in Illinois     Unused or expired prescrip-

tion medications are a public
safety issue, leading to poten-
tial accidental poisoning, mis-
use, and overdose. Proper
disposal of unused drugs saves
lives and protects the environ-
ment.
    As a reminder to the public,
Saturday, April 24, is the Na-
tional Drug Enforcement
Agency Take Back Drug Day.
At the LaSalle County Govern-
mental Center, 707 E. Etna
Rd., Ottawa, North Sheriff’s
entrance is a receptacle for
public use to dispose of your
unused or expired prescription
medications. This receptacle
will be available 24/7, 365
days a year. Liquids, aerosols,
or needles are not accepted for
disposal at this drop off point.
    More information can be
found on the DEA’s website,
www.DEATakeBack.com

DEA Take Back
Drug Day in

LaSalle County
April 24

Jesse White Unveils New Organ/Tissue Donation Campaign
    Secretary of State Jesse
White unveiled a new ad cam-
paign April 1 featuring White
Sox All-Star relief pitcher and
long-time radio voice of the
team, Ed “Farmio” Farmer,
who died last year. The cam-
paign marks the beginning of
National Donate Life Month in
April.
    “We lost an extraordinary
person with the passing of Ed
Farmer,” said Secretary White.
“I was proud to partner with Ed
on organ/tissue donation
awareness campaigns in the
past and saw first-hand his pas-
sion and commitment to this
lifesaving program. I am proud
to feature Ed in this campaign –
a man who dedicated himself to
giving back to this livesaving
program. Ed was a true hero.”
    In the public service an-
nouncement (PSA), Ed says, “I
always say, heaven knows you
can’t take them (organs) with
you.” To view the spot in Eng-

lish, visit youtu.be/PXFBd
T4bbMk, to view the Spanish
link, visit youtu.be/oTqA7-FV
G-E.
    For more than a decade, Ed,
joined by White Sox players,
participated in events at the
James R. Thompson Center
and Guaranteed Rate Field to
encourage organ and tissue do-
nation with the Secretary of
State’s Organ/Tissue Donor
Registry. As an advocate for
donation, Ed served on the
board of directors for the Poly-
cystic Kidney Disease Re-
search Foundation and testified
in 1995 before the U.S. House
of Representatives on the issue.
In 2014, Ed was honored with
a Champions Award from Do-
nate Life America for his out-
standing advocacy of organ
donation.
    Currently, there are 7.1 mil-
lion people registered to be-
come organ/tissue donors in
Illinois and approximately

4,000 people are on the waiting
list. About 300 die each year
waiting for an organ transplant.
    The PSA encourages people
to enroll in the Secretary of
State’s Organ/Tissue Donor
Registry. The television, radio,
digital display and social media
ads will run in English and
Spanish statewide throughout
the month.
    During this month, Secre-
tary White will participate in
organ/tissue donor initiatives
that celebrate reaching the
milestone of having more than
seven million registrants in Illi-
nois. In addition, organ/tissue
donor staff will host informa-
tional tables, distribute organ
donor materials, and host train-
ing sessions.
    Illinoisans can register with
the Secretary of State’s
Organ/Tissue Donor Registry
at LifeGoesOn.com, 800-210-
2106, or by visiting their local
Driver Services facility.

State Rep. Tom Bennett, 106th District

Unemployment declined slightly in February
Illinois’ economic recovery

from the pandemic continued in
February according to numbers re-
leased by the Illinois Department
of Employment Security (IDES).
IDES reported that unemployment
fell by 0.3% in the month, finish-
ing at a level of 7.4%. In all,
21,000 non-farm jobs were created
in Illinois in February.

The “Leisure and Hospitality”
sector finally showed some gains,
adding 32,300 jobs after being
among the hardest hit parts of the
economy during the pandemic.
Construction jobs declined by
5600 and business services fell by
4500 in February.

Illinois still has a way to go,
however, as we trail the national
average unemployment rate of

6.2%. Compared to one year ago –
the last report issued before the
pandemic and the shutdowns – Illi-
nois unemployment is more than
double its February 2020 rate of
3.6%, reflecting a loss of 461,200
jobs. Leisure and hospitality,
which includes restaurants, re-
mains the hardest-hit sector, down
by 185,700 jobs since last year. 

Two more bills out of com-
mittee, but not quite finalized.
Last Friday was the deadline for
advancing House bills out of com-
mittee and onto the House floor for
further discussion. I succeeded in
getting nine bills through the com-
mittee process this year. 

House Bill 165 will set up a
study by the Prairie Research In-
stitute of the University of Illinois

into carbon capture, utilization and
storage technology in Illinois. The
U.S. Department of Energy is
working on 30 research projects in
the state of Illinois today. Our
study would bring together scien-
tists, state agencies, landowners,
business and labor to find out the
best way to utilize this new
method of preventing air pollution
and make Illinois a leader in car-
bon capture technology. 

Another bill, House Bill 3928,
to create the Illinois Thirty-by-
Thirty Conservation Task Force.
Its goal is to review and make rec-
ommendations to the General As-
sembly about the best ways we can
conserve land in Illinois, with an
eye toward conserving and pro-
tecting 30% of land in Illinois by
2030. 

We will continue to work with
all involved stakeholders to perfect
these bills until they are ready for
passing the House bills over to the
Senate April 23.

How  much  do  we  owe? As
of the time of this writing, the
State of Illinois owes
$5,203,542,474 in unpaid bills to
state vendors. One year ago, the
backlog stood at $7.4 billion. This
figure represents the amount of
bills submitted to the office of the
Comptroller and still awaiting pay-
ment. It does include debts that can
only be estimated.

The highly-trained professionals 
at Coal City Dental

have been providing quality, 
comfortable care for over 30 years!

Most procedures are performed in our office, 
including crowns, root canals, sedation and implants.

815-634-4999 • www.coalcitydental.com
645 E. Division St., Coal City, IL 60416

COAL CITY DENTAL
Dr. Trevison, Dr. Ahmad and Dr. Ali

Call Today for your Consultation!

Dwight Historical Society Meets April 12
    The Dwight Historical Soci-
ety is meeting a week earlier
than its usual third Monday of
an even numbered month in
order to plan an Open House
for the newly redecorated his-
toric Dwight train depot on

May 1.
    The meeting will be Mon-
day, April 12, at 7:00 p.m. in
the depot museum on West
Main Street.
    Anyone wishing to help
with the Open House but un-

able to attend the meeting is
asked to call Mary Flott at 815-
584-2107.
    Meetings of The Society are
open to all who are interested
in Dwight history. All are wel-
come.

Braceville Man 
Killed in Farming Accident

    Grundy County Coroner
John Callahan’s Office is in-
vestigating a farming incident
that claimed the life of a 69-
year old Braceville man.
    Michael A. Perino, 69, of
rural Braceville, was found on
the ground alongside his tractor
around 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
April 3.
    Preliminary investigation

indicates Mr. Perino may have
been working on his tractor to
get it started when the incident
occurred. It appears the tractor
rolled or lunged forward, going
over top of Mr. Perino, who
died at the scene.
    The incident remains under
investigation by Callahan’s Of-
fice. Gardner and Braceville
Fire assisted at the scene.

Clara Weis 
and 

Clarence Hulbert,
Dwight
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    Various components com-
bine to make weddings beauti-
ful and memorable. Couples
rely on photographers to cap-
ture the smiles and moments
that help make their events
unique and to ensure the big
day is remembered for years to
come.
    The trusted wedding re-

source The Knot notes that an
internal study found that,
among 27,000 couples who
got married in 2019, an aver-
age of $2,400 was spent on a
wedding photographer to doc-
ument their big day. 
    Couples who want to find
the best photographer for their
wedding day can ask several

questions before making their
final decision. 

What style do you specialize
in?
    Photographers may be able
to shoot various styles of pho-
tos, but may specialize in a
specific type. For example,
some photographers specialize
in photojournalism, while oth-
ers may excel at portraiture.
Going with a photographer
who has the most expertise
shooting the style you prefer
will help produce the desired
results.
Who will be shooting my

wedding?
Certain photography studios
have several photographers
working under one roof. Just
because you meet with one
does not necessarily mean that
photographer will be on site,
unless it is specified in the
contract.
Have you ever worked at my
venue before?
    Photographers may be fa-
miliar with several local wed-
ding venues and houses of
worship. A photographer who
has experience working in the
locations where couples will
tie the knot and subsequently celebrate might produce the

best results, but lack of expe-
rience with particular venues
need not exclude other profes-
sionals. 
Can we see a full gallery of a
recent wedding?
    According to Brides maga-
zine, unlike an album or a
highlight gallery, a full gallery
provides a better sense of a
photographer’s style and atten-
tion to detail. 
Will photos be color bal-
anced and retouched?
    Skilled photographers are
capable of capturing winning
photos. But photos can be en-
hanced further in the studio
with retouching software to
bring out specific effects.
Some photographers will pol-
ish all proofs, while others
only will work on the images 

ultimately ordered. Confirm
retouching details before sign-
ing the contract.
What’s included in the photo
packages?
    A detailed price list helps
you compare one photogra-
pher to another and decide
which elements are covered.
Additional prints, having a
photographer’s assistant, or-
dering albums for the parents,
or ordering a large framed
print can alter costs signifi-
cantly. Explore all prices to en-
sure you’re getting the best
value. In addition, consider
how many hours of event cov-
erage are included in the price. 
What is the payment time-
line?
    Photographers may accept
deposits for their services but
expect a different timeline of
payment. Some may require
payment in full before the
wedding, while others may
offer a payment plan that in-
cludes a final payment when
picking up proofs or albums.
    Wedding photography is
one of the essential elements
of a wedding and helps tell the
story of couple’s special day.
Asking key questions can help
couples find a photographer
who will produce the desired
results.
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We are able to accommodate
small orders to

large arrangements.

wedding bouquets
and florals 

– book yours today 

Call, Order Online or 
Walk In Wed. - Sun. 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.sunshinegardencenter.com

We are Available for 
Private Event Rental 

For The Day of Your Dreams…
Call Us To Schedule

Your Wedding Package!

Bridal 
Parties:

Specializing
in Updo’s 

and Styles

Spa Wedding 
Packages

Manicure
Pedicure

146 E. Main St., Dwight
(815) 584-9747

SSaavvee
YYoouurrDDaattee

815-942-3440
Now booking 
2021 & 2022

Events
2615 W. Route 6 

Morris, IL

At Morris Country Club
Call Tricia

Today
for a 

Tour of our 
Banquet 
Facility

email: twhybark@morriscountryclub.com

Love is 
in the Air!

§

Questions to Ask Before Booking a Photographer

We would like to thank everyone who has sent
cards (birthday and well-wishes), facebook
posts, porch decorations, visits, food and
phone calls. Dad had a great birthday. It gave
him such joy to know how many people care. 

Thank you so much!
Ronald Gosteli and family

To place a social announcement, send information to 

The Paper 
204 E. Chippewa St., Dwight, IL 60420

Phone: 815-584-1901  E-mail: thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

EVERYONE ENJOYED THE SCENERY displayed at the Easter House at 319 East Hamilton
Street in Odell – the home of Brian and Carolyn Bennington.

It’s all about family fun on
the most famous road in Amer-
ica - Route 66.  Sponsored by
the twelve communities which
make up the 80-mile linear mu-
seum from Joliet to Lexington,
the  annual festival invites
everyone to experience the
good life in the slow lane.

Each community will pro-
duce its own events. Visitors
can simply enjoy the drive, stop
and get out of the car, or do a
little shopping in any of the
great stores along the Mother
Road.

Route 66 
Red Carpet 

Corridor
May 1, 2021
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• Rehearsal Dinners • Call 815-584-9825

How to Avoid Wedding Reception Seating Mistakes

    Weddings are great opportu-
nities for people to gather and
celebrate the melding of two
families into one. Weddings are
a melting pot, and while the ul-
timate goal is for all guests in-
vited to mingle and have a
good time, preexisting relation-
ships may cause some wed-
ding-day interactions to be
strained. However, with careful
planning and some best behav-
ior on the parts of all involved,
getting hitched can go off with-
out a hitch.
    This is just one factor cou-
ples need to consider when de-
ciding where guests will sit and
dine at receptions. It’s impor-
tant to avoid some common
mistakes. 
    Mistake #1: Not having a
seating plan. Let guests sit
where they want and chaos
may ensue. People may think
they’re entitled to certain seats,
may hop into seats vacated by
someone getting up to use the
restroom or any number of
other scenarios. Seating
arrangements also ensure
everyone is accounted for
across the room.
    Mistake #2: Seating fami-
lies separately. Unless there are
rifts between certain family
members, it’s best to seat par-
ents and children at the same
tables. 
    Mistake #3: Trying to force

new friendships. Avoid trying
to figure out who will get along
by creating a potpourri table. A
cousin in a band will not neces-
sarily want to sit next to your
coworker who plays guitar sim-
ply because they have a shared
love of music. A wedding is not
the time to try to create new
friendships. If it’s meant to be,

they’ll connect in a more or-
ganic way.
    Mistake #4: The dreaded
kids’ table. Young children can
probably get away with sitting
at a dedicated kids’ table, al-
though it may mean their par-
ents have to interrupt their
experiences by checking on
their kids throughout the night.
A bigger faux pas is to sit
teenagers or twentysomethings
at the kids table even if they
seem like youngsters to you.
Set a strict cut-off age for a
children’s table.
    Mistake #5: Being too strict
in seating. It’s one thing to di-
rect couples or singletons to
specific tables, quite another to
assign specific seats. Do not
dictate exactly where at the
table a guest should sit. Some
people arrive early, others late,
and it is up to them to work out
how to arrange themselves at

the table.
    Mistake #6: Failing to get
family feedback. Always check
with your parents and future in-
laws as resources about how to
seat certain guests. They’ll
likely know who will make the
best table-mates, especially if
couples are not familiar with
everyone on the guest list.
    Mistake #7: Not being
aware of disabilities or needs.
Be conscious of guests’ needs.
An elderly relative may not be
comfortable in front of the DJ
table. A person in a wheelchair
may need easy access to and
from the reception room. It’s
important to be mindful of
these special needs.
    A seating plan for wedding
receptions is an important con-
sideration so that every guest
can feel comfortable.

Merle Norman Cosmetics
113 W Walnut St
Fairbury, IL 61739

Queen of Hearts
RAFFLE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DWIGHT VFW POST 2608
506 S. Old Rt. 66 • 815-584-9807

Tickets may be purchased until time of drawing.
Open daily 10:00 a.m.

DRAWING EVERY MONDAY @ 6 p.m.
JACKPOT OVER $6,000

FOOD SPECIALS  - MONDAY 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Please Support our Advertisers!Seneca FFA Ranks Among State’s 
Best in Meat Evaluation CDE

    Chris Poyner and Cole
Hintze led the Seneca FFA
chapter to a second place finish
in the recent State FFA Meats
Evaluation Career Develop-
ment Event (CDE), held virtu-
ally recently and hosted by the
University of Illinois.
    Chris placed second and
Cole, seventh, respectively,
with Tyler Sulzberger (11th),
Spencer DeGraaf (13th), and
Joey Nelson also contributing
to the team score. The team
was coached by agriculture in-

structor Kent Weber.
    The Meats Evalu-
ation CDE event con-
sists of the quality
and yield grading six
beef carcasses, evalu-
ating and ranking five
classes of wholesale
and retail cuts of
meat, placing three
classes of pork, lamb,
and beef carcasses,
answering ten questions about
the meat classes they evaluated,
and identifying 30 retail cuts of

meat from
more than
175 choices.
There were
25 schools
compe t ing
with more
than 100 in-
d i v i d u a l s
participating
in the virtual
event.

    At the same time, there was
a junior varsity CDE for stu-
dents who wanted to compete

and were now eligible with the
event being held virtually.
Seneca FFA members took
home several honors, as six of
the top eight individuals were
from Seneca. This event also
had more than 75 individuals
participating. Taking home
honors included: Austin Mar-
shall – second; Zack
Sulzberger – third; Lizzie
Reyes – fifth; Calvin Maier-
hofer – sixth; Ashlin Jackson –
seventh; and Ashley Alsvig –
eighth.
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Twin Size Quilted
MATTRESSES

$60 Each
LEISER FURNITURE

HERSCHER, IL

Limit Two
Limited Supply

Italian Night

140 E. Main St., Dwight   

815-584-9343
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

WWW.ST343.COM
TWITTER.COM/STATION343      FACEBOOK @ STATION 343

BOTTLE 
OF WINE

CHICKEN 
CARBONARA

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALLS

Every Thursday!
$12.00 Pasta

1/2 Price

These kids have

been married

65 Years! §

This is being written and
submitted on Good Friday, so
the election of a new mayor
for Dwight is almost a week
away.  To whoever that may
be, my congratulations for be-
coming a candidate and show-
ing concern about the future
of our community.

Dwight is coming off a
rough year in many respects
-- the closing of LSC Com-
munications, the trials pre-
sented to business life and to
all of us individually by the
pandemic.  Good decision-
making will be necessary if
the village is to prosper. 

What a wonderful time to
take more interest in what the
village is doing.  Even ask
questions. Volunteer for odd
jobs.  We’re in this together.  

* * * * *
In my column a week ago I

gave rather short shrift to the
suggestion by Rapper Killer
Mike that 25% of the taxes
collected from the legalized
sale of marijuana in Illinois be
paid as reparations to the
state’s Black population.

The real danger, in my
opinion, is to believe that real
or perceived shortcomings in
our lives can be blamed on
outside forces and require
reparations.

Reading Crain’s Chicago
Business every week, I marvel
at the people of all nationali-
ties who have achieved im-

portant positions as leaders in
Chicago’s civic, financial, and
industrial life. 

I don’t believe these 
people ever wasted much 
time feeling sorry for them-
selves or their particular 
state in life as they worked 
to achieve responsible and im-
portant positions. 

They set goals and were
not distracted from reaching
them. 

I don’t want to minimize
the problems out there, but in
other words, “We have met
the enemy and he is us.”  -- 

Walt Kelly, ’71 
* * * * *

Laurence Msail, president
of the Civic Federation, a non
partisan government research
organization, stated this past
week in Crain’s that in spite
of the $7.5-billion sent to Illi-
nois as part of the latest
COVID relief bill, “Illinois
and Chicago will quickly find
themselves back in the same
place they were before receiv-
ing assistance” if Illinois
doesn’t take time for pension
reform, property tax reform,
governmental consolidation
and other best practices.

Where are the leaders to at-
tack these problems, make
these changes?  

Do we need a third party?
Don’t forget to go for a

walk.   

the corner    by Tom Tock

Swinging Bridges Arts Festival
in Pontiac May 1-2

    The Greater Livingston
County Art Council (GLCAC)
will host its annual Swinging
Bridges Arts Festival Saturday,
May 1, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., and Sunday, May 2, from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in down-
town Pontiac.
    There will be art vendors, a

student art contest, music, mar-
tial arts demonstration by En-
deavor ATA martial arts,
interactive art-related displays,
and activities for all ages.
    For more information, or to
become a vendor, call Vickie
Fitzgerald, GLCAC President,
at 309-310-1281.

Dwight Rotary to Sponsor One Child in
Dago, Africa for All Years of High School

    President Earl McCoy of the
Dwight Rotary Club is proud to
share that Dwight Rotary Club
voted unanimously March 31
to sponsor the cost of room,
board and tuition for all four
years of high school for one
child from the village of Dago.
    Dwight Rotary Club will get
regular updates on their spon-
sored student. Rotary Interna-
tional has seven areas of focus,
which includes Supporting Ed-
ucation.
    Dago is a tiny village in the
far southwestern part of Kenya
(Africa), not far from the bor-

der of Tanzania and Lake Vic-
toria. Most children from Dago
are not able to get an education
beyond fourth grade and are
unable to escape abject poverty.
Their parents cannot afford to

pay for their education, as the
average family income is less
than $2 per day.
    Dwight Rotary Club is mak-
ing this investment in educa-
tion via the Bernard and Elsie
Weiss Dago Scholarship Fund.
To learn more about the Weiss
Scholarship Foundation, go on-
line to weissscholarship
foundation.org.
    Dwight Rotary Club meet-
ings are at noon on Wednes-
days at the Dwight Country
Club and are open to the public.
Pastor “Randy” Randle is their
membership chairperson.

GLCAC April
Gallery Show
‘Ode to VI’
Exhibit

    “Ode to VI” is the April fea-
tured gallery show at Greater
Livingston County Arts Coun-
cil (GLCAC) Art Center. It
opened April 2 in the Joe Bai-
ley Gallery and will run
through the month.
    The gallery is located up-
stairs at the Art Center. An ele-
vator/lift is available.
    The exhibit is a collabora-
tion between the Art Center
and the Pontiac Chapter of Illi-
nois State Poetry Society.
Poets wrote poems to inspire
artists and artists designed art
to inspire the poets. This is the
sixth such collaboration. Last
year’s planned show was can-
celed because of the COVID-
19 shutdown. The show is also
in conjunction with April being
National Poetry Month.
    The Art Center at the
GLCAC and Gallery is located
at 209 West Madison Street in
Pontiac. The show may be
viewed during regular hours,
which are Monday through
Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m;
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 4:00
p.m. 
    There is no admission fee
and the public is welcome.
Masks are required but also
provided at the center.

Livingston
County

SWCD Tree
and Fish Sale
Underway

    The Livingston County Soil
& Water Conservation District
is currently holding its Spring
Tree and Fish Sales.
    They have a variety of trees,
shrubs, and perennial plants to
offer and many different
species of fish available for
pond stocking.
    Orders for trees are due
Wednesday, April 14, and pick-
up is Thursday, April 22.
    Orders for grass carp are
due Tuesday, April 13, with all
other fish orders due Wednes-
day, April 21. The fish pick-up
will be Wednesday, April 28, at
noon.
    For questions, or if you
would like an order form, call
the office at 815-844-6127,
ext. 3, or e-mail them at living
stoncountyswcd@gmail.com.

Adult Fiction
    Blackout after Dark by
Marie Force; Blood Grove by
Walter Mosley; The Girl from
the Channel Islands by Jenny
Lecoat; The Heiress by Molly
Greeley; The Lost Manuscript
by Cathy Bonidan; The Power
Couple by Alex Berenson; The
Survivors by Jane Harper; The
Witch’s Heart by Genevieve
Gornichec; The Paris Library
by Janet Skeslien Charles.

New Books
at 

Odell 
Library

Dwight Boy Scouts in-
cluded: Richard Schou, Jen-
nings Milbauer, Stuart Patten,
Joseph West, Jerry Edmunds,
Donald Zappa, Thomas Stucky
and Charles Brady.

Giveaways at the grand
opening of Dwight Produce
Company on East Delaware
Street were a round medallion
centered with a penny and in-
scribed with the words:
“Dwight Produce Company -

Dippons, Dwight, Ill.”
The VFW  held a St. Valen-

tine’s Dance with Larry Lon-
ney and his orchestra from
Bloomington. Dance tickets
were $1.00, tax included.

Albert, Anna Louise and
Herbert Voigts of Dwight pur-
chased Aberdeen Angus cattle:
Albert, two Angus cows; Anna
Louise and Herbert, one Angus
cow each.

It was February 1947 . . .

Tickets can be purchased at the Mess Hall 
or Legion Bar until drawing

Cullom American Legion • 815-848-7122

Prize Pool Over $11,200
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Drawing every Tuesday at 8 p.m.

Q RAFFLE

‘Thank You!’
    I don’t know whose idea it
was to do this, but it was so
good to see those football play-
ers in uniform carrying the mil-
itary flags onto the field in the
picture on the front of The
Paper! Those brave guys that
are enlisting in the military to
serve our country deserve our

respect and appreciation! 
    Such a positive statement
means a lot to everyone, young
and old. May God guide, bless
and protect them and any oth-
ers that may be enlisting in the
military service.

Ruth Ann Fulton

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We 
do it 
for

The Paper.

The Paper
It’s Free…
Enjoy!

RETIRED SCHOOL TEACHER Brett Weiss, Naperville visited with
Dwight Rotary Club March 3, to promote the HOPE Weiss Scholar-
ship for Children in Kenya (Dago) to receive a great education.
Dwight Rotary has agreed to sponsor a child for $3,500.

Women’s Apparel and Accessories
Local Art… prints, jewelry, soap, signs,

home decor and many one-of-a-kind items

162 East Main Street, Dwight
815-374-5080

Franklin Corner
Boutique and Local Art

Love 
Where You Live!

SO MANY
NEW ITEMS!

OPEN Wed. 4-9 p.m.; 
Thurs., Fri., Sat. 11 a.m.- 7 p.m.

SHOP
WITH
US!

SHOP with us ONLINE: franklincorner.net
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OBITUARIES

    Aaron J. Boma
    2016 ISU Grad

Minutes
with
Boma

5
I’m writing this Monday, but given the past

tense nature of the newspaper medium it will
technically be yesterday, I received the 1st dose
of the Pfizer covid-19 vaccine. Anyone is now eli-
gible to receive it in Livingston County, big mo-
mentous occasion, in a way that marks the
beginning of the end of the pandemic now that
most states and counties have opened up vaccina-
tions to every adult in their respective states and
counties. 

Given I’m about to step up to the plate so to
speak I thought it might be a good time to give a
quick check on where the country stands with
them and see where the state compares. 

Currently in the United States, 62 million peo-
ple are fully vaccinated, with 107 million people
at this point having received at least one dose. I’ve
seen from most accounts that one shot of the two
dose vaccine gives you anywhere from 50-60%
protection, regardless, making headway. 

That is 18% of the population who has been
fully vaccinated, but maybe the even more impor-
tant and promising number is that 54% of the pop-
ulation 65 and older have been vaccinated, and
that’s largely the group to have the most severe
cases of covid-19. 

Now, how do these numbers compare to the
lovely state of Illinois, they compare… compara-
tively. (great word usage by me, not to brag.) The
State of Illinois currently has 18% of the popula-
tion fully vaccinated as well. That comes out to
about 2.3 million people. 

All these numbers are probably slightly ahead
of where I would have predicted at this point. The
most promising thing might be that at the Na-
tional level we’ve reached 4 million doses admin-
istered per day, and over 100,000 per day in the
state of Illinois, conceivably those should only
continue to tick up. 

Positive news only from this column. 

Go Cubs. 

Vaccination Numbers

100 N. Franklin, Dwight • 815-584-1146
www.grieffsmonuments.com

Personalized Monuments
with Many Designs and Colors to Choose From

Personalized Gift Items
Perfect for every occasion!

Also Specializing in...
Trophies, Boulder Engraving, Plaques

Grieff’s Precious Monuments 
& Laser Etchings

Serving Pontiac, Cullom, Forrest,
Chatsworth and the surrounding areas.

McClarey Law Firm
Donald R. McClarey 

and Donald John McClarey
313 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight, IL 60420

(Also Engaged in the General Practice of Law)

Phone 815-584-1525 for a free consultation.
We are a Debt Relief Agency.  

We help people file for bankruptcy relief.

Bankruptcy Attorneys 
with 35 years experience in representing clients 

filing chapter 7 or chapter 13 Bankruptcy Petitions.
Fee for a chapter 7 is $1,400.00, paid in 2 installments

which includes the filing fee of $335.00 
paid to the Bankruptcy Court.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GRUNDY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate

of
          
RHONDA L. LAWFORD,
          Deceased.

CLAIM DATE NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of Rhonda L. Lawford, and Letters
of Office were issued on March 15, 2021, to Jacqueline S. Sparrow, 8400
South Ward Road, Dwight, IL  60420, as Independent Executor, whose
attorney is JOAN N. HARROP, 220 West Main Street, Suite 300, Morris,
Illinois  60450.

The estate will be administered without court supervision unless,
under 755 ILCS 5/28-4, any interested person terminates independent
administration at any time by mailing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the Circuit Clerk.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited
exceptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and to select a service provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Circuit
Clerk, Grundy County Court House, 111 East Washington Street, Morris,
Illinois, 60450, or with the representative, or both, on or before the 30th
day of September, 2021. Any claim not filed within that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney within ten days after it has been filed.

          Jacqueline S. Sparrow
          Independent Executor

Joan N. Harrop, #6237262
GOMIEN & HARROP, LTD.
First Midwest Bank Building
220 West Main Street, Ste. 300
Morris, Illinois  60450
(815) 942-0071
joanharrop@sbcglobal.net

)
)
)
)
)
)

NO. 2021-P-35

815-867-7184
500 S. Front St. • Odell, il 60460Owners:

Brian & Lindsay Fearman
also Haddie, Tylie & Brylie!

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN CENTER LLC

like Us on 
FACEBOOK!

Shop our Onion Sets, Seed Potatoes
and Vegetable Seeds In Stock

– More Coming Soon –

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. & Sun.
May 1 and 2

OPENOPEN APril 3 - APril 24
Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

– reg. Hours begin April 26 –
Mon. - Sat. 9-6  Sun. 9-3

Barbara J. Pettit,
82, of Quincy, IL
passed away Satur-
day, March 6, 2021
in her son’s home
surrounded by her
son, daughter, and
many family mem-
bers.

She was born in
Odell, IL on Janu-
ary 31, 1939 to An-
drew and Mary
(Duay) Bellis.  Barb grew up
on the family farm and was one
of 13 children.

She was a graduate of St.
Paul High School in Odell. She
met the love of her life, Jim
Pettit, while waitressing at a
truck stop. They were happily
married 57 years and together
raised two children.

She was a longtime member
of St. Francis Catholic Church
in Quincy, where she was an
Angel Duster and helped with
funeral dinners. Barb also vol-
unteered for many years at St.
Vincent’s Nursing Home,
where she enjoyed playing the
organ and assisting on bingo
night. She loved bargain shop-
ping, earning her the nickname
“Bargain Barbie” by a family
friend.

She also loved decorating
her home for all of the holi-
days. Barb will be greatly
missed by all who knew her.

She is survived by her son,
David (Lisa) Pettit of Rock-
ford, IL; her daughter, Pam
(Jim) Shepard of Bloomington,
IL; her grandchildren: Court-
ney Pettit of Pasadena, CA;
Carley (David) Huhtelin of
Rockford, IL; Casey (Nick)
Naber of Rockford, IL; and

Michael Shepard of
Arlington, VA.

Also surviv-
ing are her brothers:
Dick (Darlene) Bel-
lis of Grayslake, IL;
John (Vicki) Bellis
of Racine, WI; and
Mike (Sue) Bellis
of Bradley, IL; her
sisters: Delores
(Millard) Maxson
of Chatsworth, IL;

Peggy Agamy of Elwood, IL;
Minnie Brown of St. Peters,
MO; Judy (Norm) Lewis of
Dwight, IL; and Debbie Shep-
herd of Elburn, IL; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; husband, Jim,
in 2017; her brothers, Gene
Bellis and Larry Bellis; and her
sisters, Therese Pinkston and
Catherine Riccolo.

Her service will be held at
11:00 a.m., Saturday, April 17,
in St. Patrick’s Church,
Dwight. 

Visitation will be one hour
at the church preceding the
Mass.

Burial will be in Mt. Olivet
Cemetery, Dwight.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made in Barb’s
name to St. Paul High School
in  Odell  or  St.  Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital at
www.stjude.org

Arrangements entrusted to
Fitzgerald Funeral Home and
Crematory, Mulford Chapel,
1860 S.  Mulford Rd., Rock-
ford, IL 61108.

Share online memories and
condolences at:
www.fitzgeraldfh.com

Barbara J. Pettit
Lucille A. Chris-

tensen, 97, of Red-
dick, IL passed
away Saturday,
March 27, at River-
side Medical Cen-
ter.

She was born in
Fairview, IL on
February 4, 1924,
the daughter of
Giovanni (John)
and Vittoria Forneris, who em-
igrated from Italy in the early
1900s.

She married Joseph T.
Christensen on July 25, 1946 in
Sacred Heart Church, Campus,
IL. Lucille attended a country
school near Campus, graduated
from Reddick High School and
Illinois State University (ISU). 

In 1945 she began teaching
in a country school near Cam-
pus with four students in
grades 1, 2, 4 and 8, with no
electricity or running water.
Her Dad taught her to bank the
coals of the furnace so it would
be warm the next morning. She
later taught with the Herscher
School District and retired in
1990 from teaching second
grade at Bonfield Grade
School.

She was a volunteer in the
Alive program at Kankakee
Community College (KCC),
Riverside Medical Center, and
the EARL reading program.

She was a member of St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in
Reddick and the Council of
Catholic Women (CCW).

Surviving are her children:
Victoria  (Gary Gladding)
Christensen of Urbana; Jude
(Tom Levi) Christensen of Wa-
tertown, WI; Regina (Gina)

Corban of Morris;
and Michael Chris-
tensen of Reddick;
two beloved grand-
children, Joseph and
Gianna Corban; and
many nieces,
nephews and their
families, and
cousins in Italy.

She was pre-
ceded in death by

her husband, Joe (1995);
brother, Secondo Forneris; sis-
ter, Katie Sarti; nieces and
nephews and friends.

She loved to travel and
made several trips to Italy to
visit relatives. In 1937, she
traveled with her mother, on
the ship Aquitiana to Italy. It
was the only time she spent
time with her grandparents.

She also loved the Chicago
White Sox, UI teams, and
going to grandchildren’s activ-
ities and games. She embraced
and utilized technology on her
phone for news and texts.

Her advice was “stay active
and eat healthy foods.” She
never stopped teaching us.

All memorial services will
be private at the present time.
A celebration to honor her life
will be planned at a future date,
and can be found on the R.W.
Patterson Funeral Home,
Braidwood, IL website, rwpat
tersonfuneralhomes.com.

Please share a memory or
story on this website: rwpatter
sonfuneralhomes.com.

In lieu of flowers, please
consider donations to: Cancer
Research, St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, your local
food bank, or a charity of your
choice. 

Lucille A. Christensen

Republicans Propose Independent Redistricting Commission
by Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
    Republicans in the General
Assembly have introduced a
new bill that would hand over
the process of drawing new leg-
islative and congressional dis-
trict maps to an independent
commission that would be re-
quired to use official Census
Bureau, rather than survey esti-
mates, to draw the maps.
    The latest bill, introduced
March 30 as an amendment to
Senate Bill 1325, mirrors a pro-
posed constitutional amendment
that was introduced in 2019.
That proposal, which had 37
cosponsors, died in the 101st
General Assembly without re-
ceiving a hearing.
    “Voters shouldn’t have to
rely on politicians who draw
maps solely to fulfill self-serv-
ing interests,” Sen. Jason Bar-
ickman (R-Bloomington), the
bill’s chief sponsor, said during
a virtual news conference. “Re-
member...just last year, 18 De-
mocrats in the Illinois Senate
signed on to a constitutional
amendment supporting an inde-
pendent mapmaking commis-
sion. We’ve taken the language
of that constitutional amend-
ment and we’re proposing to do
just that by statute.”
    Every ten years, states re-
draw their legislative and con-
gressional district maps to align
with the most recent decennial
census. That process is being
complicated this year, as the
census data needed to complete
those tasks has been delayed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and other factors.
    The Census Bureau has said

that the data needed for congres-
sional redistricting will be avail-
able by April 30. But the more
detailed, block-level data that
most states need for legislative
redistricting won’t be available
until the end of September.
    But the Census Bureau has
also said it will have the more
detailed data available in an-
other, less user-friendly format –
what’s known as the Legacy
Format Summary Redistricting
File – by mid- to late-August.
    Democrats, who control both
chambers of the General As-
sembly, have suggested they can
meet the constitutional dead-
lines by using population esti-
mates from the Census Bureau’s
American Community Survey.
But Republicans are objecting
to that idea, saying that data is
flawed because it is based on
only a sample of all households.
    “So that’s what it comes
down to,” said House Republi-
can Leader Jim Durkin, of West-
ern Springs. “Do we want to
rely upon an unproven piece of
research, or are we going to do
what we’ve done traditionally in
the past? And we can pivot, we
can make adjustments. We do
that often with deadlines.”
    The bill calls for the chief
justice of the Illinois Supreme
Court and the most senior mem-
ber of the court who is from a
different political party to ap-
point a 16-member Independent
Redistricting Commission. It
would be composed of seven
Democrats, seven Republicans,
and two independents, and no
one who has been elected to a
state, federal, or local govern-
ment office within the preceding

four years would be eligible to
serve on the commission.
    The bill also anticipates that
the commission will not com-
plete its work by the constitu-
tional June 30 deadline and that
an eight-member Legislative
Redistricting Commission
would also be appointed.
    The independent commis-
sion would then wait to receive
the Legacy Format Summary
Redistricting File from the Cen-
sus Bureau and, within 30 days
after that, submit a plan for new
state legislative maps to the
Legislative Redistricting Com-
mission while submitting its
plan for congressional redistrict-
ing to the General Assembly.
    “Every Illinoisan deserves to
be represented in our democ-
racy, and an independent map
drawn by the people for the peo-
ple, and not by politicians for
politicians, is really the best way
for people to have their voices
heard,” said Senate Republican
Leader Dan McConchie, of
Hawthorn Woods. “For too long
the people of Illinois have been
deprived of the right of having
an independent map where they
get to pick their elected repre-
sentatives.”
    The idea of turning the redis-
tricting process over to an inde-

pendent commission, often re-
ferred to as the “Fair Maps” pro-
posal, has enjoyed broad,
bipartisan support in the past. A
200 survey by the Paul Simon
Public Policy Institute at South-
ern Illinois University found
that 64% of those responding fa-
vored redistricting reform, in-
cluding 40% who “strongly”
favored it.
    In 2014 and 2016, there were
citizen-led petition drives to put
such an amendment on the bal-
lot, but both initiatives were ul-
timately struck down by Illinois
courts on technical grounds.
    This year, however, Democ-
rats have indicated that they in-
tend to use the traditional
legislative process to redraw
maps, and both the House and
Senate Redistricting Commit-
tees have outlined their sched-
ules for holding public hearings
around the state.
    The Senate committee,
which is divided into 15 re-
gional subcommittees, has al-
ready begun conducting virtual
meetings focused on different
regions of the state. The House
committee released its schedule
March 29. It includes a series of
23 in-person hearings it will
conduct around the state that
began April 1 in Chicago.

Family members of the deceased, please instruct the Funeral
Home to send information to:

The Paper
fax:  815-584-2196

email:  thepaper1901@sbcglobal.net

The Paper welcomes letters to the editor on topics of current local
interest.  All letters must be signed and include your name, address and
phone number.  No letters will be published with fictitious names or if
unsigned.  All letters should be typed or neatly printed and should not
exceed 250 words. Letters are limited to one every 60 days per house-
hold. Political letters will not run two weeks prior to an election. 

The Paper reserves the right to edit or reject any or all submitted
items.  Address letters to:  Editor, The Paper, P.O. Box 245, 204 E.
Chippewa, Dwight, IL  60420.

We welcome your thoughts.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
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STEVE’S TIRE & Service Center
514 Liberty St. • Morris, IL
(815) 942-5080

We Service National Accounts
“there is a difference”

“The Tire Guys”

HOURS:
Mon - Fri: 
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat: 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Thursday, March 25
GSW vs. Beecher
JV -
    The JV Lady Panthers fell
for the first time in 2021, losing
to Beecher 18-25, 25-21, 12-
25.
    Jessica Dominguez led with
two aces and 19 digs. Ava
Schultz (4 assists, 1 dig) and
Addison Fair (6 digs, 3 kills)
each had one ace. Makenzi
Hahn had four kills and one
block.
Varsity -
    GSW’s varsity girls also
suffered their first “L” of the
season, dropping a 14-25, 21-
25 decision.
    Hannah Frescura had four
aces, six assists, and three digs
to lead the team. Kylie Hawks
came up with four blocks, two
kills, and a dig, with Abby
Beck contributing six digs and
three kills. Colby Grieff added
ten digs and a kill.

Friday, March 26
GSW vs. Illinois Lutheran
JV -
    The GSW Lady Panthers
got back on track March 26
with a 25-17, 25-16 win over
Illinois Lutheran.
    Jessica Dominguez had five
aces and three digs, while Ad-
dison Fair provided an ace, four
kills, and three digs. Ava
Schultz added five assists and
two digs. Makenzi Hahn

chipped in with three kills.
Varsity -
    It took three sets to decide a
winner, but the Lady Panthers
came out on top of Illinois
Lutheran, 25-19, 21-25, 25-22.
    Colby Grieff (9 digs, 7 kills,
2 assists) and Abby Beck (8
kills, 6 digs) each had one ace.
Hannah Frescura had a big
game, dishing 23 assists to go
with three kills, two digs, and a
block. Kylie Hawks had ten
kills, ten digs, and two assists.

Wednesday, March 31
GSW vs. Seneca
Freshmen -
    The freshmen Lady Pan-
thers improved to 3-1 overall
following a 27-25, 19-25, 15-
10 win over Seneca.
    Addison Fair led with five
aces, 12 kills, and 11 digs.
Maddie Olsen added three
aces, four kills, a block, and a
dig. Ava Schultz dished 19 as-
sists and had one dig. Jayden
Buchanan posted five digs and
four kills.

JV -
    In a match-up with Seneca
March 31, GSW was beaten
17-25, 13-25.
    Maddie Olsen had an ace,
four kills, and one block. Addi-
son Fair put up five digs, four
kills, and an assist. Ava Schultz
supplied seven assists and a
dig. Jessica Dominguez added

12 digs.
Varsity -
    The GSW Lady Panthers
lost to Seneca 20-25, 20-25.
    Grace Halpin led with an
ace, five kills, and one dig.
Abby Beck added six kills, four
digs, and two blocks. Hannah
Frescura came up with 16 as-
sists; Colby Grieff, four kills.

Thursday, April 1
GSW vs. Grace Christian
JV -
    On April 1, the JV Lady
Panthers won 25-19, 25-19
over Grace Christian.
    Maddie Olsen led with four
aces, four kills, two digs, and
an assist. Addison Fair added
six kills, two digs, and one
block. Ava Schultz put up eight
assists and a kill, with Jessica
Dominguez providing nine
digs.

Varsity -
    It took three sets, but
GSW’s varsity girls defeated
Grace Christian 25-12, 22-25,
25-15.
    Hannah Frescura had seven
aces, 18 assists, nine digs, and
seven kills to lead the way.
Abby Beck contributed two
aces, four kills, four digs, and
two assists. Colby Grieff added
an ace, six kills, five digs, a
block, and one assist. Kylie
Hawks chipped in with eight
digs, four kills, and two assists.

GSW LADY PANTHERS VOLLEYBALL

Monday, March 29
Dwight vs. Momence
Varsity -
    The Lady Trojans were vic-
torious over Momence March
29, 12-25, 25-16, 25-19.
    Kassy Kodat led with three
aces, nine assists, five digs, and
a block. Alexis Thetard fol-
lowed with two aces, seven
passes, five digs, four kills, and
one block. Kayla Kodat con-
tributed an ace, 16 passes,
seven kills, seven digs, and two
blocks, while Emily Weiss-
mann added 15 passes and five
digs. Madisyn Hatfield put up
three kills and a block.

Tuesday, March 30
Dwight vs. Clifton Central
JV -
    In volleyball action March
30, Dwight’s JV girls fell in
three sets to Clifton Central,
24-26, 25-23, 9-15.
    Kira Bean and Erin Ander-
son both had nine digs, with
Olivia Folkers providing six.
Bean also had six aces and 18
passes. Maya Green had four
kills, while Cheyanne Con-
dreay and Folkers each added
three kills.
Varsity -
    Dwight was defeated in the

varsity meeting, 25-17, 16-25,
18-25.
    Leading the Lady Trojans
was Alexis Thetard’s five aces,
nine digs, four kills, four
passes, and three blocks. Kassy
Kodat came up with three aces,
nine assists, eight digs, and two
blocks. Jordan Schultz added
three aces, 17 digs, and 12
passes, with Kayla Kodat put-
ting up two aces, 12 passes,
seven digs, four kills, and two
blocks. Emily Weissmann had
an ace, six digs, and three
passes, while Madisyn Hatfield
contributed two kills, a block,
and a dig.

DTHS LADY TROJANS VOLLEYBALL

City/Village           April 5                       March 29
Dwight $2.98                             $2.92
Kankakee $2.96 $2.91
Streator $2.96                             $2.84 
Pontiac $2.71 $2.79
Gardner $3.06 $3.09
Braceville $3.09                             $3.09
Morris $3.01 $2.97
Herscher $3.09 $3.09
Chicago $3.21                             $3.12
Illinois $3.08 $3.03
U.S. $2.87 $2.86
Sources: GasBuddy.com and U.S. Energy Information Administration.

Gasoline price data collected by 
The Paper and brought to you by Steve’s Tire.

Seneca’s Miranda Araujo Recognized 
as State FFA Proficiency Winner

    Miranda Araujo was se-
lected as the State FFA Profi-
ciency Winner in the area of
Environmental Science. Mi-
randa is a member of the
Seneca FFA Chapter of the Illi-
nois Association FFA.
    Illinois FFA recognizes stu-
dents in 50 different areas
based on their work-based
learning, also known as Super-
vised Agricultural Experiences
or SAE. FFA members who
demonstrate outstanding agri-
cultural skills and competen-
cies through record keeping,
leadership, and scholastic
achievement may be consid-
ered for this award.
    SAEs allow students to
learn by doing, by either own-
ing or operating an agricultural

business, working or serving an
internship at an agriculture-
based business, or conducting
an agriculture-based scientific
experiment and reporting re-
sults.

Araujo was selected as the
State Winner by a committee of
agriculture teachers knowl-
edgeable in this work-based
area, who reviewed their
records online and then con-
ducted virtual interviews from
their homes and offices
throughout the state.
    Miranda is the daughter of
Miriam Garibay and Martin
Garcia.
    Receiving this honor now
makes Araujo eligible to com-
pete in the National FFA
Awards selection process in
July. She was previously cho-
sen as the Chapter, Section, and
District awardee in this area.
    Araujo has been involved in
the many other agricultural ed-
ucation and FFA activities: in-
cluding Prepared Public
Speaking and Parliamentary
Procedure. Jeff Maierhofer and
Kent Weber are the agriculture
teachers and FFA Advisors at
Seneca High School.
    Miranda will receive
plaques for her accomplish-
ments and will be celebrated
for this great achievement.
These plaques are made possi-
ble by gifts from individuals,
businesses, corporations, and
organizations through the Illi-
nois Foundation FFA.

Auto and Heavy Duty Truck Collision Specialists

Gas Prices For
This Week

For the third consecutive week, the na-
tional average price of gasoline has dropped,
declining 0.4 cents to $2.87 per gallon. Al-
though not back to where prices were a few
months ago, gas prices dipped slightly this past
week. Most area gas stations were below the
$3 per-gallon mark. Gasoline demand rose for
the sixth straight week as consumers hit the
road for Easter, and with demand growth likely
to remain robust, we may see a second attempt
at a run at a national average of $3 per gallon
in the months ahead.

FOCUS

DTHS 
Volleyball players, 
#4 Kassy Kodat, 

#5 Kayla Kodat and 
#8 Jordan Schultz

Photos by J7 Images
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Locally Owned & Operated  Co-Owners: Joe Call, Keith Perry
Route 66 Tire & Auto

www.Route66TireandAuto.com

Complete Auto Care
60,000 Mile Treadwear Protection Limited Warranty

Cooper Evolution HT
Tires for Trucks & SUVs

Computer generated tread design optimizes tread pattern’s pitch sequence for a quiet ride.
P235/75/R15 XL...$129.00
P235/70/R16 … … $130.00
P245/75/R16 … … $129.00
P265/70/R16 … … $139.00

P245/65/R17 … … $145.00
P245/70/R17 … … $146.00
P265/70/R17 … … $151.00

Mon. - Fri.  7 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m. - Noon

Old Route 66        815-584-3054 Dwight 

Price includes mounting,
computer spin balance, 

and new regular valve stem.

301 SOUTH LADD ST.
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764

815-844-3138 WWW.FRAHERAUTOS.COM

TRUCKS
’19 F150 Crew XLT, 14K, 4WD..……………………$43,900
’19 Ranger Crew XLT, 9K, 4WD.……………………$36,900
’19 F150 Crew XLT, 25K, 4WD, Special Ed.………$41,900
’18 F150 Crew XLT, 31K, 4WD, Lifted………….…$42,900
’18 F150 Crew XLT, 31K, 4WD………………….…$39,900
’18 F250 Crew XL, 17K, 4WD, Diesel, Flatbed……$47,900
’18 F250 Crew XL, 27K, 4WD, Diesel, Flatbed……$47,900
’18 F150 Crew XLT, 21K, 4WD, H.D. Payload Pkg.…$39,900
’16 F150 Crew Lariat, 63K, 4WD……………………$38,900
’16 F150 S/C XL, 41K, 4WD................................. $29,900
’14 F150 Crew Platinum, 105K, 4WD, New Tires…$27,900
’14 Ram 1500 Crew Tradesman, 40K, 4WD, Diesel…$24,900
’13 F150 Crew XLT, 134K, 4WD.……………………$13,900
’99 F150 Reg Cab, 104K, 4WD………………………$1,900

CARS
’19 Fusion Hybrid Titanium, 12K……………………$22,900
’16 Fusion SE, 86K……………...………..…………$11,900
’15 Taurus SEL, 72K……………...….……..………$14,900

MOTORCYCLES
’08 Harley Davidson XL 1200C, 5K…………………$4,900

VANS and SUVS
’20 Explorer XLT, 5K, 4WD…..……….…………….$38,900
’20 T350 XLT, 24K, 15 Passenger……..……………$34,900
’20 Escape Titanium, 8K, AWD…………….………$27,900
’19 Grand Caravan SXT, 40K………………………$18,900
’19 Escape Titanium, 8K, 4WD………….…………$26,900
’18 MKX Reserve, 24K, AWD………………………$33,900
’18 Escape S, 50K, FWD…….…………….……….$13,900
’18 Escape Titanium, 30K, 4WD………………….....Just In
’18 Edge SEL, 14K, AWD………….……………….$26,900
’18 Escape SE, 12K, 4WD………….………………$19,900
’18 Escape SE, 24K, FWD…………………………$18,900
’17 MKX Reserve, 31K, FWD………………………$25,900
’16 Edge Titanium, 50K, AWD...……………………$19,900
’15 Escape SE, 100K, 4WD….…….………………$12,900
’14 Escape SE, 95K……….…………………………$9,900
’14 Grand Caravan SXT, 106K………………………$8,900
’12 Ram Cargo Van, 137K…………………….…….$7,900
’12 Edge SEL, 133K, AWD…………………….. . . . .$7,900

’19 Ford Ranger Crew XLT, 9K, 4WD

$36,900
’18 Ford F250 Crew XL, 27K, 4WD, Diesel

$47,900

FEATURED USED VEHICLES

Commercial League
Bowlers

    HSG: Men – Brian Scott,
244; Joel Sandeno, 243; Doug
Gassman, 232; Jeff Friedman,
224; Chuck Dudak, 218;
Women – Kiley Colebank,
189; Paula Watts, 179; Linda
Dunlap, 173; Kaitlin Kenny,
164; Stacy Richie, 161. HSS:
Men – Brian Scott, 677; Doug
Gassman, 665; Jeff Friedman,
635; Terry Wilkey, 608; Chuck
Dudak, 565; Women – Linda
Dunlap, 458; Stacy Richie,
450; Kiley Colebank, 446;
Kaitlin Kenny, 442; Paula
Watts, 428. HHG: Joel
Sandeno, 302 – Kiley Cole-
bank, 270. HHS: Joel Sandeno,
696 – Kiley Colebank, 689.
HSG: Agritile, 951. HHG:
Dairy Queen, 971. HSS: Vic-
tory Lanes, 2704. HHS: Dairy
Queen, 2807.
League Standings              W L

Agritile                  30    6
Willy’s Pub           22    14
Victory Lanes        20    16
Coleman/Son        20  16
Whiskey Cav.        17    19
Pumpkin Patch      17    19
Gaston Construct. 16    20
Dairy Queen          14    22
4 Guys/a Bro         13    23
4 B’s and a D        11    25

Sportsman League Bowlers
    HSG: Jeff Behning, Jr., 269;
Josh Gernentz, 258; Bosco
Gassman, 253; Larry Shaffer,
245; Gregg Jensen, 235. HSS:
Josh Gernentz, 719; Bosco
Gassman, 680; Bob Whicker,
638; Crazy Hallam, 632;
Shawn Delong, Jr., 626. HHG:
Larry Shaffer, 272. HHS: Josh
Gernentz, 719. HSG/HHG:
Victory Lanes, 1062.
HSS/HHS: Victory Lanes,
3060. 
League Standings              W L

Rockey’s Pub        18    6
Hallam Elect.        17    7
Star Trucking        151⁄2  81⁄2
Rambo Construct. 151⁄2  81⁄2
DeLong Ford         14    10
Jensen BP II          12    12
Jeremy’s Barber    12    12
Victory Lanes        10    14
Willy’s Pub           10    14 
Rury’s Tap             9     15
Jensens                  9     15

Saturday, April 3
Dwight vs. Central
Varsity -
    In a Saturday matinee with
Central April 3, the Trojans
were trounced at home, 40-6.
    Dwight trailed by just six
points heading into the second
quarter – but that’s when the
points began to pile up for the
Comets, as they scored on four
different plays and went into
halftime up 34-0.
    Central would score once
more in the third quarter, mak-
ing it 40-0.
    Then in the fourth, Dwight
QB Carson Crouch found
Caden Schroeder on a 17-yard
pass for a touchdown to put the
Trojans on the board late. Cam-
den Beier’s extra point attempt
would get blocked – and the
contest would end at 40-6.
    Crouch wound up with 54
yards on 5-15 passing, includ-
ing the TD and two picks. He
also ran the ball 16 times for 34
yards.
    Jack Duffy had 42 yards on
the ground on 12 attempts,
while Lucas Downen had three
rushes for six yards.
    Schroeder made two catches
for a total of 32 yards, includ-
ing the touchdown reception.
Dillon Sarff had 22 yards on
two catches. 

    Dwight’s defense was led by
C. Beier’s 7.5 tackles. Emmett
Emmons added 4.5 tackles, fol-
lowed by 3.5 by Crouch. Dal-
ton Galloway and Jack Gallet
had 2.5 and two tackles, re-
spectively, with Abe Rieke (1

sack), Hudson Beier, and Jack
Duffy tallying 1.5 tackles each.
Malaki Slaughter (1 sack),
Terry Wilkey (1 sack), Donald
Fialko, and Downen each
added a tackle. Reid Legner as-
sisted on a takedown.

DTHS TROJANS FOOTBALL

Dwight McDonald’s
Locally Owned and Operated By:

Paul and Mary Breznay

Take a Bite 
and You’ll Find Out
What Crispy, Juicy, Tender Means.

Whether it’s Crispy, Spicy or Deluxe
There’s a New Sandwich for Everyone!

NOW HIRING!

Tech-Ni-Kolor AutoCrafters, Inc.
105 Watters Drive • Dwight

815-584-2588 • 815-584-2584

Nate Bissey          

Fax: 815-584-2688
“Like us on Facebook”

Custom Care
for your one-of-a-kind Classic

ICBA All State Girls Basketball 
CONGRATULATIONS TO LADY TROJAN KAYLA KODAT on being selected to the Illi-
nois Basketball Coaches Association 1A Girls All-State Basketball Team. Kodat, a senior at
Dwight, averaged 17.4 points, 4.8 rebounds, 3.8 steals, and 2.8 assists during the 2021 season.
Receiving Special Mention in 1A are seniors Abby Beck and Kylie Hawks of Gardner-South
Wilmington High School. Brooklyn Giertz, senior from Seneca High School, earned 2A Spe-
cial Mention. Congratulations to all of you on a great season!

victory lanes,
dwight   

Bowling
League
Results

Area COVID-19 Stats
as of April 5

Town Tested Cases

Dwight 10,817 532
Herscher 2,494 214
Gardner 2,084 202
Odell 2,191 160
Mazon 1,551 159
Braceville 1,525 131
Essex 1,019 121
S. Wilmington 838 89
Cullom 1,101 72
Reddick 838 65
Buckingham 672 56
Verona 644 54
Saunemin 1,070 47
Ransom 700 38
Blackstone 286 36
Emington 413 34
Cabery 561 34
Kempton 489 32
Kinsman 205 18
Campus 361 16
Union Hill 109 13

County Tested Cases Deaths

Kankakee 208,181 13,077 194
LaSalle 167,062 11,385 227
Grundy 53,737 5,451 70
Livingston 94,080 4,436 80
Iroquois 44,895 2,854 63
Ford 27,156 1,647 46

Illinois - Confirmed Cases: 1,256,634; Deaths: 21,373; Prob-

able Deaths: 2,281; Total Tests Performed: 20,626,612; Recov-

ery Rate: 98%.

Probable cases are individuals who have been tested and are
found to have a positive test result by a local clinic using “rapid”
tests that are not, at this time, IDPH-approved tests. 

Numbers 
as of 

04/05/21

Statistics via:

dph.illinois.gov

DWIGHT’S DEFENSE LINES UP and readies themselves against a tough Central squad.

photos by J7 images

Jack Duffy

Call us. 
815-584-1901

Fax us. 
815-584-2196

Come see us.
204 E. Chippewa St.

The Paper
. . . your paper.
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ESSEX
Essex United 
Methodist Church
114 Waverly St.

GARDNER
Church of Hope
Presbyterian Church
(USA)
202 N. Monroe
P.O. Box 248
Janet Chandler, Pastor
Office hours: 
T-W, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
815-237-8312
ChurchofHope@sbcglobal.net

United Lutheran
Church ELCA
309 E. Jefferson St.
815-237-2227
pastorulc@att.net
Pastor Greg Olson

HERSCHER
Herscher United
Methodist Church
274 N. Elm Street
Phone: 815-426-6169
Pastor Kevin Boesen

Herscher Christian 
Church
30 Tobey Drive
Pastor Sam Stow
Office Hours: Tue.-Fri, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
815-426-2908 
Staff e-mail: 
office@herscherchristian.com
herscherchristian.com
On Facebook: 
Herscher Christian Church

St. Margaret Mary
Catholic Church
Main Street
Fr. Ron Neitzke
815-426-2153

Trinity Lutheran
Church LCMS
255 E. Third St.
P.O. Box 414
815-426-2262
email: trinityher1@com
cast.net
Rev. Eric J. Brown, Pastor

KEMPTON
Kempton United
Methodist Church
305  Main Street
815-253-6373
Pastor John Lyons
815-257-5751 cell

Kempton Church
of the Nazarene
105 E. Main St.
815-253-6250
Rev. John A. Mohler, Pastor

KINSMAN
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church
219 W. Emmett Street
Rev. Stanley Drewniak, 
swkrcatholics.org

MAZON
Mazon United
Methodist Church
509 7th Street
815-448-5677 Church
815-483-9343 Cell
mazonmethodist.com
Pastor Donald Batz
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Park Street 
Congregational
United Church of
Christ
806 Park Street
Pastor Tyler Carrell
Phone 448-5514 

ODELL
St. Paul Catholic
Church

200 S. West St.
Father Chris Haake, Pastor

United Methodist 
Church
109 N. Morgan Street
Phone 815-998-2271
Rev. Janeen Tronc

RANSOM
Ransom United
Methodist Church
Worship Service 
Sunday 10 a.m. and live 
on Facebook
102 E. Plumb St.
Phone: 815-587-0488
email: 
RansomUMC@gmail.com
Pastor Andrew King
Pastor cell: 815-257-4657

St. Patrick Catholic
Church
110 Wallace Street
Pastor, Fr. Alexander 
Millar; Parochial Vicar,  
Fr. Ghislain Inai, SMA;
Deacon Ron Wackerlin
Parish Office: 815-795-
2240 (Marseilles)
Email: parishgroup3
@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday-
Thursday,  9 a.m. to 2:30
Sunday Mass: 7:30 a.m.

REDDICK
Reddick United
Methodist Church
35900 E 3200 N Road
Pastor Kevin Boesen
815-426-6169

Zoar Community
Church
18172 W. Route 17
P.O. Box 87
Reddick, IL 60961
Pastor Andrea Boggs
Email: Zoarcommunity
@yahoo.com
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

St. Mary’s Catholic
Church
216 E. Lincoln Street
Rev. Stanley Drewniak
815-237-2230
swkrcatholics.org

SAUNEMIN
Saunemin United
Methodist Church
90 North Street
815-832-4935
Pastor Jane Bradford

SOUTH
WILMINGTON
South Wilmington
United
Methodist Church
225 Rice Street
Pastor Kevin Boesen
815-426-6169

St. Lawrence
Catholic Church
135 Rice Street
Rev. Stanley Drewniak
815-237-2230
swkrcatholics.org

VERONA
Verona United
Methodist Church
The Wayside Chapel
with a Warm Heart
433 Anne St.
Phone: 815-287-2491
Pastor Andrew King

LTLD is Open and Ready 
to Serve the Community

    Limestone Township Li-
brary District (LTLD) is open.
They are checking out books
and accepting returns that get a
three-day quarantine period be-
fore being returned to public
circulation.
    Programming at LTLD has
continued to be open during the
pandemic, with many of their
programs on Facebook and
YouTube. This week, they plan
to have an outdoor in-person
activity.
    They have Storytime every
Tuesday and Friday at 10:15
a.m. on Facebook with Ms.
Holly and Ms. Karyn.
    Join them Wednesday, April
7, as they go out onto the
grounds of the library for Out-
door Storytime. The in-person
fun starts at noon.
    Chess Club will meet Thurs-
day, April 8, at 6:00 p.m. on

Facebook. Join Austin as he
teaches more moves to improve
your game, whether you are a
beginner or a seasoned player.
    Book Talk will be hosted by
Karyn Bowman Tuesday, April
13, at 6:30 p.m. on Facebook.
A variety of YA and juvenile
books will be discussed.
    Young scientists can watch
Ms. Faith and Ms. Holly on
Facebook Wednesday, April 14,
at 6:00 p.m. as they create a
scientific demonstration using
ingredients you can find at
home.
    Stop in at the library Mon-
day, April 19, to pick up
Earth Day Grab-and-Go
Bracelet kits. Celebrate
Mother Earth by creating a
bracelet with their kit. All ma-
terials provided by the Exten-
sion Office of the University of
Illinois in Bourbonnais. Sup-

plies are limited.
    Every Saturday, they have a
new Grab-and-Go craft which
can be picked up at the library
while supplies last. The week-
end of April 10, the kit contains
supplies to create an egg tape.
    The Public Access comput-
ers are available to the commu-
nity for 30-minute sessions,
two times a day, per person.
And they can send out faxes or
scan papers to your e-mail. No-
tary Public services are avail-
able by appointment and free of
charge.

    If you have any questions,
do not hesitate to call them at
815-939-1696, e-mail them at
info@limestonelibrary.org, or
message them at Facebook or
Instagram. Visit their website,
limestonelibrary.org, for more
information.

Lessons from Little Free Libraries
by Jim Nowlan

    This is a “good news” story
(we could use a few). I am late
to the game here, as you will
see, but worth the telling, and
lessons to be learned.
    A year ago I made friends
with Rick Brooks of Princeton.
Only later was I told that Rick
is the co-founder of the Little
Free Libraries. You’ve seen
them, the little school houses
on posts along sidewalks and in
parks, wherever. Passersby put
in their books, take out some-
one else’s. Nice.
    Rick and co-founder Todd
Bol are do-gooders of the high-
est order. Their idea wasn’t so
much book exchange but shar-
ing, and the good feelings that
flow from it.
    The human animal is navi-
gating throughout its life.
Doing something good, and
satisfying, along the way, such
as putting up and maintaining
Little Free Libraries and shar-
ing books, tends to beget more
of the same along the way.
    And it nudges others to do
the same. For example, I walk
by an LFL on the way to the
post office in my town. I al-
ways notice it, even look in
from time to time to see if there
are new offerings, which there
are. I promise myself to share
some books. I haven’t done so
yet, but I will; the nudge to do
so is driving me nuts.
    Rick and Todd had really
big aspirations for their idea,
hatched without any money
only a decade ago in Wiscon-
sin, where they lived. They
hoped to stimulate 2,500 LFLs,

to match the number of li-
braries Andrew Carnegie
funded across America a cen-
tury ago.
    Today, there are 110,000
LFLs in more than 100 coun-
tries, including one in Antarc-
tica. Plus there probably are
200,000 or so spinoffs that
aren’t registered with the non-
profit that lightly oversees
LFLs. I figure that if there are
20 books in a typical LFL,
that’s six million or more
books.
    But, as I say, it isn’t prima-
rily about the books. For exam-
ple, I am certain that in my
little town there are Trumpers
and anti-Trumpers who both
put and take books in our
LFL – and I’m sure they sense
that is the case. Sharing among
neighbors, dare I say, trumps
politics.
    There are important lessons
for us in this continuing story
of the idea that became LFLs.
    First, and maybe most im-
portant, good ideas probably
never see the light of day – be-
cause they fail to overcome the
always present naysayers (“It’ll
never work”), and because the
idea hatchers lack the courage
of their convictions, and never
pursue them.
    Second, getting an idea out
there takes work, lots of it, and
creative marketing. Todd and
Rick were initially like Johnny
Appleseed, taking 30 of their
colorful “schoolhouses” on the
road throughout the Midwest.
    The idea caught on, espe-
cially when NBC Nightly
News, then the New York
Times and the Times of Lon-

don, then Parade, Oprah and
more spotlighted “the little idea
that could.” I told you I was
late to the game.
    Rick, a one-time, obviously
talented PR guy who should
know better, characterizes the
marvelously breathtaking ex-
plosion of LFLs as “stimulus
diffusion.” I call it scratching
the human impulse to do good,
because that works better than
the opposite as we navigate
through life.
    In 2013, Reader’s Digest
came out with “50 Surprising
Reasons We Love America”
and LFLs came out #11, right
after sliced bread (#10), and
way ahead of Bruce Spring-
stein, Bon Jovi and other
American icons.
    Every week, there are a
dozen or more media pieces
like this, from all around the
world, about LFLs. And the
sharing concept, not unique to
Rick and Todd, continues to
grow like topsy. For example, I
saw a “Blessing House” along
a street in downtown Natchez,
Mississippi, a few weeks ago, a
spinoff, I’m confident.
    Important lesson: An idea
that you think might benefit
your fellow man indeed has
merit – just in the impulse and
thinking of it. And don’t be
afraid to pursue the idea. What
do you have to lose?!
    Your idea may fall flat; most
do. Or it might just end up in
hundreds of thousands of
neighborhoods around the
world, reminding us to share.
    Thanks, Rick and Todd, for
your idea.

E-Consult Innovation Helping OSF 
Support COVID-19 Long-Haulers

     The novel coronavirus that
causes COVID-19 carries many
medical mysteries that might take
years for researchers to under-
stand. But right now, it’s impor-
tant to find support for possibly
millions of people globally who,
weeks and months after seem-
ingly recovering from even mild
cases of COVID-19, are battling
a wide range of health problems.
     Symptoms lasting more than
six weeks have what is now being
called long COVID. People in
that category have also been re-
ferred to as long-haulers. Con-
gress has approved legislation for
the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) to support continued study
of these prolonged health conse-
quences.
     Mark Meeker, DO, vice presi-
dent of physician services for
OSF HealthCare, says research
will look at what damage is
caused by the virus itself and the
impacts of the body’s immune
system response to the virus.
Until research produces more an-
swers, Dr. Meeker says, OSF
quickly innovated to support
long-haulers.
     Leaders at OSF HealthCare
reached out to colleagues at other
health systems, particularly at
Mount Sinai Hospital in East
Harlem in New York, one of the
oldest and largest teaching hospi-
tals in the United States. Mount
Sinai has treated a large volume
of people diagnosed with
COVID-19. Ultimately, OSF
HealthCare clinical experts deter-
mined the best approach was to

begin with primary care providers
to oversee people who have lin-
gering symptoms due to COVID-
19.
     “This touches so many differ-
ent organ systems and the severity
can be so different and the conse-
quences so different that it’s really
best to have your primary care
team navigate you through the
system. So we have set up a long
hauler clinic, so to speak, that’s
virtual.”
     With the creation of the
COVID Recovery Clinic, OSF
HealthCare expanded the ability
of primary care providers (PCPs)
to consult with specialists and col-
laborate on care. The e-consult
approach uses medical record
software to request an opinion of
medical specialists who can
weigh in within 24 hours.
     Dr. Meeker says this strategy
prevents patients who have mul-
tiple symptoms from having to
travel for treatment from several
specialists. However, in some
cases, a patient with severe symp-
toms might require an in-person
visit for evaluation and special-
ized care.
     “The consultant can review
the record, review the test results,
review the symptoms primary
care is reporting and give advice
on how to address that situation.
Or they (the specialist) may see
that person virtually and do a vir-
tual consult. Or, if we feel it’s ap-
propriate, we may say, ‘You need
to go see doctor X, who is in this
specialty to help us manage this.’”
     The primary care provider can

fast-track a patient who might
need in-person specialty care and
ensure they are going to the
proper specialist for their particu-
lar problem. The most common
symptoms reported among OSF
HealthCare patients are fatigue,
shortness of breath and cough that
lingers, along with muscle, joint
and other body aches. The more
serious symptoms among long-
haulers are chest pain and brain
fog, where they just can’t think
clearly. Some also have memory
issues and headaches.
     In all, at least 200 symptoms
have been traced to COVID-19.
In some cases, patients will need
medication to manage their symp-
toms. That is the case with some
patients who are at risk of blood
clots.
     “We’ve had some young peo-
ple, for example, with significant
blood clot issues that appear to be
induced by circulation problems
triggered by COVID because we
had no other explanation for that
person to have that problem,” ac-
cording to Dr. Meeker.
     Researchers have estimated at
least a third of people diagnosed
with COVID-19 end up with one
or more lasting or emerging
symptoms. Dr. Meeker says reha-
bilitation is often a key pillar in
their treatment plan.
     “Physical rehab, pulmonary
rehab, cardiac rehab and now
we’re starting to talk about brain
rehab, which is really more along
the lines of cognitive rehab. How
do we get the brain rehabbed to
clear up (the brain fog) and to be
able to think more clearly? Those
are all emerging issues that our
therapists are working on.”
     The uncertainty and the roller
coaster of sometimes fleeting and
reoccurring symptoms some long
haulers experience can take a psy-
chological toll. If you are recov-
ering from COVID-19, make sure
to find a primary care provider if
you don’t already have one. That
can be the first step to getting the
proper support you might need to
manage ongoing symptoms.

FIORITTO’S
ANTENNA & SATELLITE SALES & SERVICE

HD Antennas • Direct TV • Dish   
In business since 1969

7 Days A Week (call any time)
Veteran!Loca

lly 

Own
ed! (815)474-1365

Fully Insured
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The Paper
...connecting
the area’s 21
communities.



The 
Pape

r
Place a classified ad • Deadline: Friday, Noon

Phone: 815-584-1901 - Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. - Fax: 815-584-2196 - 24 hours
In person: Visit us at 204 E. Chippewa, Dwight, IL 60420

Reach 10,000 homes 
and businesses 

in 21 communities, 
plus online at 

thepaper1901.com
815.584.1901
We accept all major credit cards.
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1805 Ashley Rd., Morris 815-941-2800 
MORRIS TRAILER SALES, INC.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

SERVICES OFFERED

AUCTION

SERVICES OFFERED
BECKER STORAGE
4 Different Size Units
815-584-2388 

- OR -
815-674-2089

BRADLEY PEST CONTROL

Call Phil at 815-405-5020
815-365-4429

www.bradleypc.com

Termite treatment • Mouse control
General pest control

Real Estate Inspections
Bed Bug Treatments

Odell
Mini Storage

6 Sizes Available
Low Rates

815-791-3589

Roofing •Siding •Windows •Gutters
FREE ESTIMATES!

MACROOFERS.COM

Larry
815-848-3806

LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS
LICENSED & INSURED

McWilliams Roofing
L.L.C.

Aaron
815-260-6569

Flush the other guys

Brian Trainor

208 S. Union St.
Dwight, IL 60420

Phone 815.584.7678
BTDWIGHTIL@OUTLOOK.COM

LICENSE #055-044376

BT PLUMBING HEATING COOLING

“Your Exterior Renovation Specialists”
• Siding, Soffit, Fascia • Windows • Roofs
• Decks • Sunrooms • Seamless Gutters 

• Overhead Doors and more!

Give us a call at 815-584-9470
or visit us at www.PerfectExterior.com

104.016011        
105.006010• FREE ESTIMATES • 815.237.8298

740 Oak St.
South Wilmington

RENTALS
We RENT a Variety of Heavy Machinery.

We SELL and REPAIR Outdoor Power Equipment.

SISTEK

GARDEN TRACTORS

FARM EQUIPMENT

SNOWMOBILES

APPLIANCES

ANYTHING METAL

FREE PICKUP    7 DAYS A WEEK

CALL BRIAN 815-210-8819

SCRAP METAL WANTED MY FATHER’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Garages • Decks
Painting • Addition 

Design/Install 
Kitchens 

& Bathrooms
FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED LOCALLY

ON THE WEB: 
WWW.MYFATHERSHANDYMAN.COM

OR CALL:
LARRY MCWILLIAMS

815-848-3806
INSURED/FREE ESTIMATES

Dwight
Mini Storage
7 Sizes Available

Low Rates
815-791-4695
815-365-4559

Huffman 
Tire & Auto

• Complete   
Auto Care

606 S. Union (Rt. 47), Dwight
815-584-1333

Hours:  M-F 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

HELP WANTED

Grow
your 

business with 
an ad in

The Paper

hiphoppoptop40r&burbancontemporary

815.343.6130
authentictock@gmail.com

Full Service DJ/Live Sound
• Weddings • Business Parties 

• Birthdays and More!
Call or email for pricing/scheduling.

easy l i s t en ing funk love rock&ro l l

Accolade Healthcare
of Pontiac

www.accoladehc.com

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Heritage Health
www.HeritageofCare.com/Dwight

NURSING HOMES

To make your business 
a part of The Paper 
WEB DIRECTORY,
phone 815-584-1901.

Benson Insurance
www.Benson-Insurance.com

State Farm Insurance
Jerry Danko, Agent

www.jerrydanko.com

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

BANKS

INSURANCE

Dr. Mark Passerman
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/dwight

Dr. Jennifer Thomas
Family Medicine

www.morrishospital.org/gardner

Dr. Athar Saeed
Cardiologist

www.morrishospital.org

Dr. Jaynee Pendergast
www.morrishospital.org/dwight

PHYSICIANS

Sancken Sole Realty
www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

REAL ESTATE
Morris Hospital

www.morrishospital.org

HOSPITALS

ALZHEIMER’S/ 
MEMORY CARE

Popejoy, Inc.
www.popejoyinc.com

HEATING
& COOLING

Evenglow - Pontiac
www.evenglowlodge.org

Harvest View - Herscher
www.harvestviewliving.com

SENIOR LIVING

Get Connected to area businesses with 

The Paper
WEB DIRECTORY!

Dwight Bank
Branch of Bank of Pontiac
www.bankofpontiac.com

Peoples National Bank
Dwight Banking Center

www.pnb-kewanee.com
SOCU

www.socu.org

Brian Severson Farms
www.qualityorganic.com

OORGANIC GRAINS 
& FLOURS

Home delivery 
Monday - Friday 
60 and up home-
bound– Must make 

reservations –
     Wed., Apr. 7: Fried
chicken, mashed pota-
toes w/gravy, breaded
tomatoes, whole grain
wheat, dreamsicle gela-
tin.
     Thurs., Apr. 8: Baked
ham, frosted sweet pota-
toes, Brussels sprouts,
rye bread, fruit salad.
     Fri., Apr. 9: Mostac-
cioli w/meaty sauce,
corn, creamy cole slaw,
whole grain wheat, warm
fruit cobbler.
     Mon., Apr. 12:
Sausage in gravy, mini
potato bakers, fruit juice,
biscuits, warm cinnamon
buttered apples.
     Tues., Apr. 13: Chili
w/beans, tossed salad
w/dressing pkt., crackers,
Mandarin oranges.
     Wed., Apr. 14: Beef
pot roast w/potatoes,
onions & carrots, sea-
soned greens, roll,
pineapple.
     Thurs., Apr. 15:
Chicken and noodles,
mashed potatoes, 3-bean
salad, whole grain wheat,
warm fruit crisp.
     Milk served each day.  

For reservation, call:
815-374-0411 or 
1-800-543-1770; 

For information, call the
800 number.

Dwight 
Peace Meals

Someone to paint   –
the section of metal
roof on the historic gas
station in Odell. John
Weiss, 815-458-6616.
    13-2wp

Immediately – Day
labor. Must have cell
phone, transportation,
be prompt and depend-
able. Good pay. Call
815-674-1219 for de-
tails. 11-tf

Experienced Pest
Control Operator –
part time, must have
reliable vehicle. Call
815-405-5020 or email
phil@bradleypc.com
    14-4w

FOR RENT
Apartment  – 2 bed-
room, carpet, central
air, appliances in-
cluded, and garage.
Call 815-584-2415. 
    14-tf

WANTED
Home or apartment
to rent – nice, respect-
ful small family want-
ing a 2 bedroom home
or apt. to rent. 815-
439-7837.        14-4wp

MCARDLE REALTY
- LISTINGS - 

707 S. Chicago, Dwight, IL
1,929 sq. ft.

302 E Delaware, Dwight, IL
PRICE REDUCED $139,500 | $134,500

104 Sheldon Ave, Campus, IL
PENDING | $49,500

DEAN HANSEN, Managing Broker  (815) 274-1917

MCARDLE REALTY
106 E. Main St., Dwight 

Estate Auction
Auction to be Held at: The Odell Community Building,

in Downtown Odell, IL
Located At: #105 South Front St., Odell, IL

Directions: Exit I-55 at Odell, IL (Exit 209) and go East into
Odell (on Tremont St.) approximately 1 Mile. (Approximately 
8 Miles Northeast of Pontiac, IL OR Approximately 7 Miles

Southwest of Dwight, IL) Watch for Auction Signs!

Sunday, April 18@ 10:00 A.M.
See Full Sale Bill + Photos @ www.bradleyauctionsinc.com

Fishing Boat; Outboard Boat Motors; Bob-Cat Zero Turn
Mower; 31 Guns; Shop Equipment & Tools; Lawn & Out-
door Equipment; Household Furnishings; Antique &
Collectible Items.
AUCTIONEERS’ NOTE: This is a nice auction of quality items.
ALL COVID PROTOCOLS TO BE IN FORCE (Masks & Distanc-
ing) View photos @ www.bradleyauctionsinc.com & Plan to
Attend!
Watch for full ad in next week’s edition of The Paper

SELLER: 
David L. Ribordy Estate

- Auctioneers:
Bradleys’ Auction Service, Inc.

visit our website: www.bradleyauctionsinc.com

If you want to Sell or Buy, Call Our Office!

EXPERIENCE • RESULTS
FULL TIME REALTORS

www.SanckenSoleRealty.com

Bill Sole, MGR BRKR, 815-252-8456 
BROKERS:

Jenny Johnson  815-405-2326   Amanda McCoy  815-978-3707   

700-A South Union St., Dwight, IL • 815-844-4104

SOLD!
303 Prospect Ave., Dwight, IL

606 W. Lawn, Bradley, IL

Michelle Weber 815-474-6511               Mary Kilbride    815-263-8753
Bob deOliveira  815-295-3281

Production Positions
    Van Voorst Lumber Company is currently
hiring for production positions. 1st and 2nd
shifts are available. Experience preferred, but
not necessary.
    1st shift is Monday - Thursday from 5:00
a.m. - 3:30 p.m. overtime as needed (which
would be Friday).
    2nd shift is Monday - Thursday from 3:30
p.m. - 2:00 a.m. overtime as needed (which
would be Friday).
    If you are interested in pursuing a position
at Van Voorst Lumber Company, please do
one of the following:
- Fill out an application in person (One Center
St. Union Hill, IL  60969)
- Call 815-426-2544 and ask for Mary
- Send your resume to mary@vanfab.com
- Mail your resume to Van Voorst Lumber Co.
Attn: Mary, One Center St. Union Hill, IL
60969. EOE

NO TIME TO CLEAN?
Call Jolene!
779-225-3929

Commercial and Residential
CLEANING SERVICE

Dwight Veterinary Clinic
Old Rt. 66, Dwight  • 815-584-2732 • www.vet4me.com

email: dwightvet@mchsi.com

Would you like to sponsor a pet? Call The Paper 815-584-1901.

Livingston County Humane Society
21179 N. 1358 E. Rd., Pontiac, IL 61764 • 815-842-1025 
lchumanesociety.com • Check us out on facebook and PetFinder!

Hi! My name is Frankie! I am es-
timated to be around 4 years old!
I love to run and play with the
toys in the outdoor arena! The
ladies are still trying to teach me
how the whole fetch thing works,
I’m about halfway there! I know
how to chase the toys but I
haven’t quite learned that I’m
supposed to bring them back
with me. I am completely potty
trained and I LOVE people! I am
such a happy go lucky boy! I am super food motivated and I
am a fast learner! I know how to sit and I walk fairly well on a
leash too! I can be protective of my handler so a home without
other furry friends would be ideal for me.

Pet of the Week

DWIGHT
Dwight United
Methodist Church
701 S. Columbia
584-3420 church
Dwightumc.org
Pastor: Mary Arnold

Emmanuel Lutheran
Church LCMS
325 E. Mazon Ave.
584-3433 church
584-1291 fax
Rev. John F. Mueller, Pastor

First Baptist Church
401 N. Clinton St.
815-584-3182
Home of Dwight’s  
Christian Radio Station
WGVD 97.3 FM
Pastor Dan Woodward
APR. 7: Wednesday
Evening Service &
King’s Kids Children’s
Program, 7 p.m.
APR. 11: Sunday
School, 9:45 a.m.;
Morning Service, 10:45
a.m.; Evening Service, 6
p.m.

First Congregational
United Church of
Christ
200 W. Delaware St.
584-1260 Church
Rev. Grant Speece
Sunday Worship: 10:30
a.m.

APR. 11: Acts 4:32-35; 1
John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-
31; “Doubting Thomas”
APR. 14: Guild, 7 p.m.

New Life 
Assembly of God
903 S. Old Route 66
Victor J. Randle Jr., Pastor

St. Patrick Catholic
Church
Mazon Ave. at Prairie
815-584-3522 Office
Father Chris Haake, Pastor

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
326 W. Chippewa St.
815-584-1199
Pastor Chrissy Salser
email:chrissytherev@att.net

Trinity Lutheran 
Church “Goodfarm” 
LCMS
515 E. Stonewall Rd.
Rev. William Mitschke
815-725-1341 

BRACEVILLE
Braceville United
Methodist Church
106 W. Goold St.
815-237-8512 Church
815-483-9343 Cell
bracevilleumc.com
Pastor Donald Batz
Sunday Worship: 10:30
a.m.

CABERY
Cabery United
Methodist Church
Ames & Chester
815-949-1681
Pastor John Lyons
815-257-5751 cell

CHATSWORTH
Sts. Peter and Paul
Catholic Church
406 N. 7th St.
815.635.3127
Father David Sabel

CULLOM
Cullom United
Methodist Church
103 E. Van Alstyne St.
815-689-2484

Pastor John Lyons
815-257-5751 cell

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
NALC
511 W. Jackson
815.689.2120
st.johns@frontiernet.net
Pastor: Gabriel Baumgardner

EMINGTON
Emington
Congregational
United Church
of Christ
103 Division Street
Rev. Grant Speece 

(continued on page 10)

AT THE CHURCHES
Contact your respective places of worship 
for more up-to-the-minute information 
regarding changes or cancellations.

GARAGE SALE
Spring All Town Garage Sales in Chatsworth, IL,
April 9, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; April 10, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.  13-2wp

Creative Gemz Craft Boutique
CRAFT SHOW

May 1, 2021• 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
124 Depot St., Gardner, IL 60424

708-341-1813
Crafters and Artisans Wanted!

Boutique carries craft supplies, clothing, 
home decor, jewelry and more

CRAFTERS WANTED

HELP WANTED
Experienced Servers and 

Morning Delivery Drivers Wanted.
Part Time or Full Time.
Apply In Person ONLY.

No phone calls.

Old Route 66 
Family Restaurant
105 S. Old Rt. 66, Dwight

CDL Driver Class A
    Van Voorst Lumber Company is seeking a
CDL Driver Class A to join our team!
    The ideal candidate will be responsible for
safely operating a truck with a capacity of at
least 26,000 pounds Gross Vehicle Weight
(GVW).
    Responsibilities include: Safely operating
a tractor-trailer truck. Loading and unloading
cargo. Properly tracking and documenting ac-
tivity logs.
    Reporting any issues or incidents to your
supervisor. Inspecting truck before and after
trip.
    Previous experience in truck driving is
necessary.
    You will need to hold a current and valid
commercial drivers license, as well as a valid
medical certification.
    The right candidate will also have a strong
work ethic.
    If you are interested in pursuing a driving
position at Van Voorst Lumber Company,
please do one of the following:
- Fill out an application in person (One Center
St. Union Hill, IL  60969)
- Call 815-426-2544 and ask for Mary
- Send your resume to mary@vanfab.com
- Mail your resume to Van Voorst Lumber Co.
Attn: Mary, One Center St. Union Hill, IL
60969. EOE



THE PERSCHNICK #44
benefit and fund-raiser was
held at Dwight Township
High School April 3, and was
a big success. Pictured, right,
are Curt Perschnick, center,
Jenny Roeder, left, and
Curt’s mother, Coreen, right.

WINNER-WINNER! Pic-
tured, below, are the winners
of the Four-Court Volleyball
Tournament held at Dwight
Township High School this
past Saturday – which helped
benefit the Perschnick #44
fund-raiser.

First Farmers State Bank 
Merges with Bank of Pontiac

    The previously-announced
merger of First Farmers State
Bank into Bank of Pontiac
closed on April 1.
    The transaction added bank-
ing locations in Tazewell and
McLean Counties to the exist-
ing footprint of Bank of Pon-
tiac, with offices in Livingston
and Grundy Counties. As a re-
sult of the merger, Bank of
Pontiac now has full-service fa-
cilities in Minier, Delavan,
Bloomington, Pontiac, Odell,
Dwight, Fairbury, Forrest, and
Coal City. Total assets of Bank
of Pontiac increased to approx-

imately $900 million as a result
of the transaction.
    Bank of Pontiac has been in
existence since 1947, with a
strong commitment to commu-
nity banking. President and
CEO Bill Kauffman said, “The
merger allows us the opportu-
nity to offer additional banking
options for our new First Farm-
ers customers as we continue to
build long-lasting relationships.
We’re committed to working
with families and businesses
and assisting them in meeting
their financial needs.”
    Customers in Minier, Dela-

van, and Bloomington will
continue to be greeted and as-
sisted by the familiar faces of
First Farmers State Bank’s
staff. Hours of operation will
remain the same at all loca-
tions. The conversion of oper-
ating systems is scheduled for
late summer.
    Kauffman added, “Our of-
fices and employees are excited
about the merger and look for-
ward to providing financial
services and supporting our
communities as Bank of Pon-
tiac continues to grow and ex-
pand.”

Tri-Point NHS  5K Run, 2 Mile Walk May 16
Raising Funds for Community Walk Path

    The Tri-Point National
Honor Society is hosting a 5K
Run and a 2 Mile Fun
Run/Walk at 2:00 p.m. Sunday,
May 16, at the Cullom Park.
    Early registration ends on
May 1 that guarantees a t-shirt
with the registration fee. Race
registration will be taken the
day of the race, starting at 1:00
p.m., at the park pavilion.
    This year, 5K participants
can compete in person or can
sign up for a virtual event. Vir-

tual runners must send results
to buckleya@tripoint
schools.org between May 7 and
May 14. Virtual runners can slo
join their club on the running
app Strava (search Tri-Point
NHS) and post results there.
    There are two ways to reg-
ister for the race this year. Race
forms can be found at tri
pointschools.org (go to the high
school tab and find NHS) and
can be sent in by mail with pay-
ment. You can also register on-

line at raceroster.com. Search
Tr-Point NHS to register or
make a donation.
    All proceeds will go to-
wards making a walk path be-
hind the high school for the
school and community to use.
The path will also include ex-
ercise stations, flower gardens,
and benches. 

    If you have questions, con-
tact Alison Buckley at 815-
689-2110, ext. 302.

DTHS Homecoming
King and Queen
Brandon Ceylor and
Eileen Betsworth, pic-
tured left, took part in
the Homecoming cele-
bration held in Dwight
during the Trojans’
March 26 football
match-up with Iro-
quois West – which the
Trojans won, 30-16.

Ad Prices Effective 4-7-21 through 4-13-21
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Rts. 17 & 47 • Dwight • Phone 815-584-2880

Icehouse, High Life or
Busch 30-pack cans ………………………

$1386
MGD, Miller 64, Lite, Budweiser or
Coors Light 24-pack bottles ………

$1663
Michelob
Ultra 30-pack cans …………………………

$2195
Modelo or
Corona 12-pack bottles or cans ………

$1399

$1999
1.75 liter

Southern
COMFORT

WINESLIQUORS

Great Prices!

Great Selection!

BEERSSmirnoff
Vodka 1.75 liter ……………

$1799
New Amsterdam
Vodka 750 ml.  …………………

$999
Margaritaville
Tequila 750 ml. ………………

$899
Seagram’s
Gin 1.75 liter …………………

$1699
Crown
Royal 1.75 liter ……………

$3995
Seagram’s
V.O. 1.75 liter…………………

$1999

Old World LiquorsOld World Liquors

Funf
Wines 750 ml. …………………

$699
Bota Box
Wines 3-liter box …………

$1499
Dark Horse
Wines 750 ml. …………………

$699
19 Crimes
Wines 750 ml. …………………

$899
(Snoop Dogg $9.99)

Buehler
Cabernet
Sauvignon 750 ml. ……

$1699
Jack Daniel’s
Country
Cocktails 6-pack bottles …

$599

Barefoot
FRUITSCATO

WINES
$899
1.5 liter

$1499

Barefoot 
WINES

750 ml.

$399

24-pack cans

Old Style,
Coors, MGD, 

Miller 64, Lite or
BUDWEISER

$999

Seagram’s
ESCAPES
Variety Pack

12-pack cans
or bottles

1.75 liter

$1399

Platinum7X
or U.V.

VODKA

1.75 liter

Admiral 
Nelson’s
RUM
$1299
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Happy 90th Birthday, Del Hancock!
- April 13 - 
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