
Shop Inserts 
in The Paper Today!

Berkot’s Super Foods 
Nelson Furniture 

Some inserts not available in total market area.

A regular Board Meeting

was held on February 10 at 7:00

p.m. in Odell at the Council

Room at the Village Hall, locat-

ed at 213 S. Front Street.

Mayor Joyner was presiding

and with proper notice having

been posted.

Roll call showed the follow-

ing Trustee Members were

present:  Mayor Terry Joyner,

Brian Verdun, Gary Wykes,

Jamie Johnson, Phaela Hodges,

and Matt Weaver.  Staff

Present:  Iris Thorne and Rich

Ribordy.  Village Attorney

Present:  Ed Legner.  Guests

Present:  Lee Cleary, Brian J.

Verdun, Sgt. John Mitchell.  

Mayor Joyner called the

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., at

which time a majority of a quo-

rum was present.  Mayor Joyner

led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Trustee Brian Verdun moved to

approve the minutes of the

January 13 Regular Board

Meeting as printed, second by

Trustee Matt Weaver.

Approved by roll call vote,

Yeas:  Brian Verdun, Gary

Wykes, Jamie Johnson, Phaella

Hodges, Matt Weaver, and

Nays:  None.  

Iris Thorne reported that the

Treasurer, Jim Rebholz, has

supplied copies of a YTD Fund

Summary and an MTD

Treasurer’s Report.  Bank bal-

ances for the month ending

January 31 are as follows:

Odell Checking $25,857.92,

Odell Savings $79,120.99,

Illinois Funds Gen Fund

Checking $260,758.58, Illinois

Funds MFT Checking

$107,374.94, General Funds

CD’s $223,880.54, Odell

Tourism $24,184.98.  Trustee

Brian Verdun moved to approve

the Treasurer’s Report; second

by Trustee Gary Wykes;

Approved by roll call vote,

Yeas:  Brian Verdun, Gary

Wykes, Jamie Johnson, Phaela

Hodges, Matt Weaver, and

Nays:  None.

Board Listing Report #764

run on February 10 at 12:10

p.m. representing all due bills

for the Village for February, and

Board Listing Report #765 run

on February 10 at 12:40 p.m.

representing all due bills for

Tourism for February, were pre-

sented for payment approval.

Trustee Matt Weaver moved to

approve and pay all bills on the

Board Listing Reports dated

February 10, second by Trustee

Brian Verdun;  Approved by

roll call vote, Yeas:  Brian

Verdun, Gary Wykes, Jamie

Johnson, Phaela Hodges, Matt

Weaver, and Nays:  None.

Sgt. John Mitchell reported

that according to the January

Police Activity Report there

were 17 calls, no warnings, and

no citations issued during that

month.

Old business:  Ed Legner

stated that he has not heard

back from Allied Waste on the 

(continued on page 8)

DTHS Drama Department 
To Perform Spring Musical

The DTHS Drama
Department will present its
annual spring musical this
weekend!  This year's show,
"Anything Goes," is sure to
entertain with public ene-
mies, FBI agents, a night
club singer turned evangel-
ist, Chinese converts, a
wealthy Englishman, sailors

and a passenger list to boot!
Old favorites like "I Get A
Kick Out of You" and the
title song "Anything Goes"
will have audience members
singing along.  Tickets are
available at the door or you
can purchase ahead of time
from the high school office
or a cast member.  Seating is

limited for each perform-
ance, so be sure to come
early!  Opening night is
Thursday, March 13 at 7:00
p.m.  Senior night will be
Saturday, March 15 at 7:00
p.m. and the weekend will
end with a matinee on
Sunday afternoon at 2:00
p.m.
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Village of Dwight Referendum
On Tuesday, March 18,

the Village of Dwight will
have a referendum on the
ballot to increase sales tax
1/2 cent.  If approved, the
monies generated from this
increase will be used strictly
for infrastructure upgrades
and repairs.  The Village
Board has determined that
the monies would be spent
initially on street resurfacing
and reconstruction of exist-
ing roads.  It is anticipated
$300,000 would be generat-
ed annually by this increase
in Dwight’s sales tax.

While an additional
$300,000 per year would be
a start on repaving streets,
residents are reminded about
the high costs of repaving.
“Passage of the sales tax ref-
erendum and the additional
funds it would bring into the
Village, would be a start to
help in getting the Village
streets back in shape,” stated
Dwight Village Administra-
tor Kevin McNamara, “But
everyone needs to be aware
that every problem street
will not be able to be fixed
overnight.”  “At today’s
prices, which go up every
year, it costs around $50,000
to resurface one block and
$160,000 to reconstruct and
rebuild one block.”

If approved next week,
the half-cent sales tax would
not go into effect until
January 2015, and it would
be April 2015 before any of
the monies would be seen by
the Village.

Currently, due to the pas-
sage of an additional one
cent sales tax for schools in
Livingston County, sales tax
in Livingston County is one
cent higher than in Grundy
County.  If the current sales
tax referendum is approved,
a shopper in the Livingston
County portion of Dwight
purchasing $10 worth of
goods would see their sales
tax rise from 72 1/2 cents to
77 1/2 cents.  In the Grundy
County portion of Dwight
(Love’s, McDonald’s, etc.
the tax on $10 worth of
goods would go from 62 1/2

cents to 67 1/2 cents).
Groceries, prescriptions,

over the counter medicines,
vehicles, service operations
such as barber and beauty
shops, video rental, attor-
neys, accountants, are
excluded items and are not
charged Sales Tax in Illinois.

Dwight residents are
encouraged to contact one of
their Village Trustees or the
Village Hall if they have any
further questions regarding
this proposed Sales Tax,
which will be voted on
Tuesday, March 18, and they
are also encouraged to vote.

McNamara added “If you
do not want to declare a
party and ask for either a
Republican or Democrat bal-
lot next Tuesday, you can
ask for a non-partisan ballot
and still be able to vote on
this referendum.  We encour-
age everyone to celebrate
our freedom and Vote.”

DWIGHT’S ROBERT STEVENSON MEMO-
RIAL POOL is in need of repair, replacement
or removal. The question doesn’t have a single
answer. The temperature is raising! 

by Madelyn Fogarty
madelynfogarty@yahoo.com

What should we do with
Dwight’s swimming pool?
That was a big question on
the table facing the Village
of Dwight Administration
Committee when it met on
March 4.

The Robert Stevenson

Memorial Swimming Pool
was built in 1976 – 1977,
with the pool opening on
Memorial Day weekend in
1977. At that time, the pool
facility cost approximately
$300,000 to build with fund-
ing for the pool coming from
individual pledges and dona-
tions. The land was donated
to the village from the
McWilliams family.  For
over 37 years, the pool has
provided summertime fun
and recreational opportuni-
ties for thousands of people.
But, as with any aging facil-
ity, it is in need of much
repair and issues with the
pool continue to increase
with each passing year. Last

summer, the pool opening
was delayed for weeks while
problems with the pool’s
pump system were being
resolved.

Present at the meeting
was David Burbach of
Burbach Aquatics out of
Plattville,  WI to discuss his
company’s evaluation of
Dwight’s aging swimming
pool and to propose options
for consideration.

Neatly tucked into a cor-
ner area at the edge of
Dwight’s Renfrew Park,
Burbach opened the discus-
sion by complimenting the
village on the pool’s attrac-
tive and spacious layout –
something, he pointed out,

most communities are not so
fortunate to have. Then, he
reaffirmed what everyone
suspected.

“The facility is worn
out,” Burbach told the
group.

Burbach Aquatics evalu-
ated the facility in 32 differ-
ent categories. The floors
and walls of the pool vessel,
the structure that actually
holds the water, received rat-
ings of average to poor con-
dition.

Options for short, inter-
mediate, and long term solu-
tions to problems with the
pool’s vessel were present-
ed.  

(continued on page 3)

An Aging Community Friend
Dwight’s Swimming Pool – Repair, Replace, or Remove?
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Pete’s Restaurant/
Vivid Spirit

Routes 47 and 66 • 815-584-2331

Friday, March 14
9 p.m. - Midnight
The 

Jerry Armstrong
Show

Las Vegas Style
Entertainment

Singer - Comedian - Impressionist

One Man Show!
Sinatra - Dean Martin - Tom Jones 

Neil Diamond - Elvis and More!

Also Serving
Corned Beef and Cabbage!

Lenten Specials
Come and Check out our Daily Fish Specials!

Also Steaks, Chops, Ribs, Tacos, Pizza 
and all your favorites

Dine-in or Carry-Out!

122 W. MAIN STREET • P.O. BOX 10 • DWIGHT, ILLINOIS 60420

815-584-1212 • FAX 815-584-1280

24-hr. Direct Line 800-811-8718  

Online Banking: fnbofdwight.com

HOURS: Lobby: Weekdays  9-3;  Fri. 9-5;  Sat.  9-12 
Drive-thru:  Weekdays 7:45-5;  Fri. 7:45-6;  Sat. 8-12

MEMBER FDIC

Have You
Paid Yourself Yet?

When payday comes, you start paying bills - the

utilities, mortgage or rent, car payments, credit

cards, and on and on. But when you make those

monthly payments, do you put anything away for

yourself? 

It’s never too early to start saving for retirement

and the best way to do it is with an IRA from the

First National Bank of Dwight. Stop in today and ask

about the benefits of an IRA savings program...and

get a head start on your future. 

Event brought to you by the Braceville Community Action Team (B.C.A.T.)

BREAKFAST
SUN., MARCH 16 • 7 A.M. - 12 NOON

Adults (12 and older)- $6  
Children (4-12)- $3    
3 & Under- FREE

at the Braceville Village Hall  • 102 W. Mitchell Street

Pancakes, eggs, bacon, toast,
biscuits and gravy, coffee, 
orange juice, milk and water!

Pancake Breakfast & Bake Sale
March 15, 2014 from
6:30 a.m. until Noon

SPONSORED BY:

Mazon Masonic Lodge
#826 A.F. & A.M.

at Park St. Congregational Church Hall
Seventh St., Mazon, IL

Adults - $8     Children - $4

Tickets Issued
by Dwight Police

Feb. 28: Kenneth R.
Harrington, Dwight, sus-
pended, revoked driver’s
lic.; in-state warrant; Jose A.
Gamboa, Dwight, in-state
warrant.

Persons in the Police
report are innocent of any
charges until proven guilty
in a court of law.

2 Warnings Issued
by Dwight Police

Speeding (radar), 1;
improper lighting - one
headlamp, 1.

Accident Investigated
by Dwight Police

Tuesday, March 4, 2014,
5:00 a.m., 12 W. Northbrook
Dr., Dwight – Officer Mark
Scott: Francisco Jalili, San
Juan, Texas in a 2007
Peterbilt semi and Mary
Louise Miles, Canyon,

Texas, in a 2011 Kenworth
semi.

Ambulance Runs
by Dwight EMS

Feb. 27, 2014: 3:18 p.m.,
Mazon, medical, OSF.

Feb. 28: 9:03 a.m.,
Union, medical, refused;
2:38 p.m., Columbia, med-
ical, refusal; 7:19 p.m.,
Waupansie, medical, Morris.

Mar. 1: 6:02 p.m.,
Mazon, trauma, MCH; 9:08
p.m., medical, Morris.

Mar. 2: 3:13 p.m., 1000 S
Kankakee County, trauma,
RMC, mutual aid to
Reddick.

Mar. 4: Northbrook, trau-
ma, Morris; 5:58 a.m.,
Northbrook, trauma, Morris;
2:42 p.m., Mazon Ave.,
medical, St. James.

Mar. 6: 3:13 a.m.,
Braidwood, fire, mutual aid
to Braidwood.

The New Life Assembly
of God’s order day at 903 S.
Old Route 66 Dwight is
Friday, March 14 from 5
p.m. to 6 p.m. The distribu-
tion day will be Saturday,
March 29 from 11 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. All orders must
be paid when order is placed. 

Smart Choice
Foods March

Order &
Distribution

Dates
This email begins with a

greeting from a woman who
claims to be from Abidjan
Cote d’lvoire in Sierra-
Leone.  She states that she
lives with her only son who
is only 17 years old.  She is
suffering from a fatal disease
that began shortly after she
came back from the village
for her late husband’s funer-
al.  She tells you she doesn’t
want to bore you with the
details, and cuts right to the
chase.  

She has $7.5 million that
she needs you to receive in
your account in your country

for investment and partially
for charity.  You would also
be required to help her son
come to America to further
his education.  To thank you
for your assistance, she and
her son have agreed to
reward you with $1.2 mil-
lion.

The entire email is written
to seem as if the author isn’t
completely comfortable with
the English language, as if to
ensure the authenticity of the
request.  It is signed “Your
beloved sister”, Mrs. Flore
Kawan and son Kevin.

Yes, it’s a scam

FOR THE RECORD

Temps - 2014
Feb. 27 – high 10°, low -6°
Feb. 28 – high 32°, low 6°
Mar. 1  – high 26°, low 7°

.07” precip. / 3” snow
Mar. 2  – high 8°, low -4°
Mar. 3  – high 16°, low -4°
Mar. 4  – high 29°, low 12°
Mar. 5  – high 22°, low 12°

.03” precip. / 2” snow
One Year Ago - March 12, 2013

high 38°, low 24°
trace precip. / trace snow

WILLIAM POHL AND JOHN AUSTIN,  BRAIDWOOD KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council #1574, presented a $500.00 check to GSW HS Special Education teachers, Erin
Ferrari and Christina Sukley.  The Knights donate to local area schools for the Special
Ed classes with hopes of helping the students get a better education.  The donations
were made in September of 2013 and came from local people and merchants Coal City,
Braidwood, Gardner and South Wilmington.  The yearly fund drive is selling Tootsie
Rolls.

Concealed Carry Fingerprint, 
Photo Submission Available 

at Grundy County Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Kevin Callahan recently

announced that the Grundy County Sheriff’s
Office is now able to fingerprint Illinois
Concealed Carry applicants.

The Grundy County Sheriff’s Office is
now a certified Live Scan vendor, which
allows digital photographs and electronic
fingerprints to be submitted to the Illinois
State Police. This will expedite the process

for citizens’ Concealed Carry applications. 
A fee applies for this service, per applica-

tion that covers the fees required by the State
of Illinois. Veterans and senior citizens will
be eligible for a discount.

The service is available at the Grundy
County Sheriff’s Administrative Office, 111
E. Illinois Ave. in Morris, Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Odell
Firemen’s 
Fish Fry
March 14
On Friday, March 14, the

Odell Firemen will hold their
annual all-you-can-eat Fish
Fry from 5:00-7:30 p.m. at
the Odell Fire Station.

A fee applies. Kids under
12 receive a discount.
Preschoolers are free. Carry-
outs will be available. There
will also be a 50/50 drawing.

BUY THIS SPACE
and Watch Your Business Grow!

The Paper  815-584-1901

The Grundy County Sheriff’s Office is now able to fingerprint Illinois Concealed
Carry applicants. Ken White, left, of the Sheriff’s Office and Sheriff Kevin Callahan
stand at the new Scan machine.

VOTE!

Dwight Grade School
Market Day dates have
changed for the month of
March. Market Day had
scheduled the original date
during the school’s Spring
Break. 

The new pick up date is
Monday, March 17. Order
forms are due by March 13.

MARKET DAY 
DATE CHANGE



144 EAST MAIN STREET, DWIGHT

FRESH TULIPS
DAFFODILS

$8.50/BUNCH
$3.75/BUNCH

FRI., MARCH 14 & SAT., MARCH 15
8:30 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

...............
.....................

CASH AND CARRY

Put Winter behind you.
Get Renewed and Refreshed.

Be inspired to get set for Spring!

Door Prize:  (2)  $100 Emling Florist Gift Certificate
(excludes wire orders)

Refreshments

NEW SPRING DOOR WREATHS, MIRRORS, LAMPS,
CLOCKS, FARM PICTURES, LANTERNS,
1803 SOY CANDLES, PERCH JEWELRY, 

INFANT ONESIES AND MORE...

SPRING OPEN HOUSE

ANY ONE ITEM
(excludes fresh flowers, plants, wire orders and sale items)

VALID MARCH 14 and MARCH 15

20% OFF

I-55 & Route 17 Dwight
(Just off Old Route 66)
815-584-1065

THAT 50’S PLACE 
Weekly Specials Wed., Mar. 12- Tues., Mar. 18

Chicken Vesuvio
Four Pieces of fresh chicken baked and smothered with a
blend of oregano, basil, rosemary and garlic sauce, with a

touch of Chardonnay wine, served with potato wedges

Vodka Pasta
Spaghetti pasta saute’ed in our marinara sauce, flavored with

a mixture of basil, cream cheese and our secret blend of
vodka 

Margarita Pizza
Any 10”-14”-16” Pizza topped with Extra Virgin

Olive Oil, Fresh Mozzarella, Fresh Vine
ripened Roma tomatoes with Fresh Basil 

Top Sirloin Steak with Butterflied Shrimp
Top Quality 8 ounce steak char broiled to your liking, served
with our steamed vegetable blend, baked potato, salad bar

and dinner roll

Bacon Wrapped Pork Chops
Twin Bacon wrapped Pork chops, served with our steamed

vegetable blend, baked potato, salad bar and dinner roll 

PLEASE VOTE NO ON MARCH 18
When is enough, enough? The Village of Dwight wants a
0.5% Sales Tax increase to pay for infrastructure and
municipal operations. Citizens of Livingston County have
already had 1.0% Sales Tax increase on January 1 of this
year. If the new Sales Tax is approved our rates will be
7.75% for the Livingston County portion of Dwight and
6.75% for the Grundy County portion of the village. 

We already have high property taxes and expensive water
and sewer fees. Why would we want higher Sales Taxes?

Sales Tax is included in the price we pay at the pump. If we
keep raising Sales Taxes, “Dwightites” might start filling up
their tanks while on the way home in Morris, Mazon or
Kankakee, which all have a 6.25% Sales Tax rates. We’ve
all bought gas at a different gas station because it’s a few
cents cheaper than the other guy’s.

The best way to increase revenue is growth. I know the vil-
lage needs money but raising taxes is not the answer. We
need to entice more people to come to Dwight and spend
their money, not create obstacles and drive them away.
Please vote no for the proposed Sales Tax increase on
March 18.

Thank you,
Frank Paputsas

Free Weight Loss Presentation
at Prairie Creek Library

Have you struggled with
weight loss? Dr. Swink will
help you find the diets that
work best. This is a FREE
program and no sign up is

required. Thursday, March
13, at 6 p.m. in the
Community Room located in
Prairie Creek Library in
Dwight.

KCC Job Fair April 3
Kankakee Community

College will sponsor a
spring Job Fair on Thursday,
April 3, from 9:00 a.m. to
noon in the KCC College
Center.

More than 50 area busi-
nesses and industries will be
at the Job Fair. Employers
will conduct pre-screening
interviews for full- and part-
time positions. The event is
open to the public. Veterans
are encouraged to attend.
Admission is free.

Information and an updat-
ed list of employers planning
to attend is at www.kcc.edu/j
obfair/.

For additional informa-
tion, phone KCC’s Office of
Continuing Education and
Career Services at 815-802-
8206.

Directions to KCC are at
www.kcc.edu/directions/.

The Job Fair is sponsored
by KCC’s office of
Continuing Education and
Career Services.

Legislation proposed by
Illinois Secretary of State
Jesse White to allow a print-
ed receipt from the Secretary
of State to serve temporarily
as the vehicle renewal stick-
er was approved by the State
Senate.

Senate Bill 2802 would
allow motorists to drive
without an up-to-date vehi-
cle renewal sticker affixed to
their license plate provided
they have a receipt from the
Secretary of State that
proves they purchased a
sticker online before expira-
tion, but have not yet
received the registration
sticker. The receipt is valid
for no more than 30 days
from the expiration of the
previous registration’s stick-
er’s date.

Last year, more than
150,000 customers pur-
chased vehicle renewal reg-
istration stickers during the
last two days in May. The
vast majority of customers

visited a facility to conduct
these transactions; just over
6,300 people purchased their
renewal stickers online.

White’s office has contin-
ually worked to provide
more services online to fur-
ther improve customer con-
venience. Over the last six
years, internet transactions

have increased by more than
200 percent in the Secretary
of State’s office.

Senate Bill 2802, which
was sponsored by state Sen.
Patricia Van Pelt (D-
Chicago), now goes to the
House of Representatives
for consideration.

Donald R. McClarey
McClarey Law Office

313 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight, IL 60420
(Also Engaged in the General Practice of Law)

Phone 815-584-1525 for a free consultation.
We are a Debt Relief Agency.  

We help people file for bankruptcy relief.

Bankruptcy Attorney 
with 30 years experience in representing clients 

filing chapter 7 or chapter 13 Bankruptcy Petitions.

Fee for a chapter 7 is $1,300.00, paid in 2 installments
which includes the filing fee of $306.00 

paid to the Bankruptcy Court.

Troop 87 BSA is hosting
the 49th Annual Fish Fry in
Emington, from 5:00-7:00
p.m. Friday, March 28, in the
Emington Congregational

Church basement.
A fee applies. Kids under

12 receive a discounted
price. Children under six eat
for free.

An Aging Community Friend – – –
Dwight’s Swimming Pool – Repair, Replace, or Remove?
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Jesse White’s Vehicle Renewal Sticker
Receipt Legislation Approved by Senate

Remember to 
VOTE!!

49th Annual Fish Fry 
in Emington March 28

(continued from page 1)
An option to repair and
caulk cracks in the walls and
floor would extend the life
of the pool vessel by two or
three years with a cost esti-
mate of $30,000. Another
option is to add a PVC liner
which could extend the ves-
sel life by 10 years at a cost
estimate of $80,000. A third
option would be to replace
the pool’s shallow area with
a new area. According to
Burbach, the shallow por-
tion is the worst area of the
pool’s vessel. Cost for the
new shallow area would be
approximately $550,000.
Burbach recommended that
the wading pool be closed
permanently.

The bathhouse structure
was another consideration.
According to code, the bath-
house meets the minimum
requirements for stalls, uri-
nals, etc so it could be reno-
vated. An option to renovate
the facility, including adding
a liner to the existing pool
and renovating the existing
bathhouse is estimated at
just under $1 million.

However, other problems
- such as problems with the
pool’s main circulating
pump and aging water lines
– go beyond repairing the
pool’s vessel and bathhouse
structure. And, since the
pool was built in the 1970s,
Code regulations have also

changed.  Therefore, making
renovations could mean
having to bring certain areas
up to code – a domino effect
of one change leading to
another.

“There are just lots of lit-
tle things that come with the
age of the pool,” Dave
Bozarth, Director of Dwight
Public Works, told The
Paper. “The vessel is the
most costly thing, and these
are not very long term solu-
tions.”

In light of the many
issues, would it make sense
to build a brand new swim-
ming pool facility?  The
group discussed the option
of replacing the entire facili-
ty with a new family aquat-
ics center and the benefits of
such a facility to the com-
munity.

A municipal pool offers
four important opportunities
for residents of a community
including recreation, educa-
tion, wellness and competi-
tion.  A project of this size
could positively change the
profile of the community.
Conversely, losing the pool
could cause a negative blow.
Village Administrator Kevin
McNamara warned the
group on the impact of cut-
ting community services.

“We are trying to attract
people to the community,”
McNamara told The Paper.
“If we don’t have this type

of recreational facility to
offer, I don’t think we are
going to be successful.”

Burbach agreed.
“If your goal is to lower

the average age and attract
young families, then you
need to have some amenities
in the community,” said
Burbach.

With few outdoor public
pool facilities in the area,
Burbach told the committee
that a professionally run
aquatics center in this vicin-
ity could draw people from
20 – 25 miles away. Burbach
presented a layout of a fam-
ily aquatics center built in
Newton IL in 2010. Newton
has a population of approxi-
mately 2,889.

The suggested new out-
door facility with its zero
depth entrance pool and
waterslide comes with an
estimated cost of $4 million
and an expected life span of
up to 50 years.  Paying for a
project of this magnitude
can come from various
sources including grants,

bonds, and individual
pledges and donations. The
group authorized
McNamara to proceed with
applying for a PARC Grant
currently available from the
Department of Natural
Resources. The village will
seek $1.5 million from that
grant. Should the PARC
grant not come through,
applying for a $300,000
Osland Grant could be
another option.

The matter will continue
to be under much discussion
and the formation of a pool
committee to explore all of
the details and make recom-
mendations is suggested.
Should a decision be made
to move forward with the
project, it is anticipated that
2016 could be the target year
for a new facility.

“It is just like anything
else – my car, your car, my
roof, your roof – somewhere
along the line it has to be
replaced or we don’t have a
pool anymore,” said
Bozarth.

WOW!  VGTs Break 
Through $200,000!

The month of January may be remembered for its cold
and snow, but it was also busy recording the first time
Dwight’s Video Gaming Terminals took in $200,000.  

Dwight’s 28 VGTs, located at JT’s Saloon (4), Love’s (5),
Pete’s Restaurant (3), Turtle’s (2), VFW Post 2608 (5),
Victory Lanes (2), VIRBAPA (3), and  Willy’s Pub (4),
received $201,234 in funds during the first month of 2014. 

Those funds also resulted in the Village of Dwight receiv-
ing a record $2,790 as  its share of the gambling.

Funds In Funds Out NTI* State Dwight 
Jul.   $129,125      $97,924      $31,200     $7,800      $1,560
Aug.   109,962        75,319        34,642      8,660        1,732   
Sept.   104,521        74,359        30,161      7,540        1,508 
Oct.    114,498        74,486         40,011    10,002        2,000 
Nov.   120,794        78,058         42,735    10,683        2,136
Dec.   147,716      105,799         41,916    10,479        2,095    
Jan.    201,234      145,417         55,816    13,954        2,790

*Net Terminal Income
The State of Illinois and Village of Dwight receive a total

of 30% of the net terminal income monthly (State 25%,
Village 5%). Of the remaining 70%, Scientific Games
receives 0.7275% of the NTI as compensation for building
and maintaining the Central Communications System, which
is monitored by the Illinois Gaming Board. The remaining
income is divided equally between the terminal operator and
location.
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Spring Cleaning
Made in the USA

A Leading Consumer Magazine

Names it the Top Rated 

Lightweight Vacuum

• 3 yr. Bumper to Bumper            

Warranty

• Convenience

• On/off handle switch

• Comfortgrip handle

• Soft furniture guard

• Quick cord release

• 30 ft. cord length

Mr. Sweeper
vacuum & sewing center

120 N. Bloomington, Streator 815-672-3487

By Lauren Lindley

The Silver Fox in

Streator, which opened

November 30 of last

year, is a unique venue.

Events ranging from

weddings to corporate

meetings and every-

thing in between can be

held at this historical

and beautiful location.  

Sarah Besser and Bill

Phelan, the venue’s

owners, were eager to

save and restore one of

the many old buildings

in downtown Streator,

but were unsure of

exactly what they want-

ed to do.  

The inspiration for

their business came

from a tragic event,

Sarah’s brother John’s

death.  John, whose

childhood nickname

was “Silver Fox”, fell

ill and passed away at

the age of thirty-three.

Sarah had planned for

John’s life celebration

to take place outdoors,

but when the time

came, the weather fore-

cast deemed it impossi-

ble.  Sarah found it dif-

ficult to find a nice,

flexible, indoor space to

hold the celebration.

She and Bill decided to

strive to offer exactly

that to the public, and

they found the perfect

building. Thus The

Silver Fox was born.  

The Silver Fox was

originally used as a

Masonic Temple, which

is a term commonly

used  in freemasonry

and is used to describe

an abstract spiritual

goal, the conceptual rit-

ualistic space formed

when a Masonic Lodge

meets, as well as the

physical rooms and

structures. 

Built in 1905 and

remodeled in the 1920s,

the building retains

much of its original

craftsmanship as well

as an air of mystery.

Vaults, hidden paint-

ings, and a staircase

that leads to nowhere

are just a few of the fas-

cinating features inside.

“The pictures just don’t

do it justice, you can’t

get a feel for the height

of the ceilings or how

big the doors are in per-

son, or how beautiful

the woodwork is.

There’s an overall feel-

ing in the building, like

you’re stepping back in

time, into the great

Gatsby era where

everything is so elegant

and classy” Sarah says

when she describes the

aesthetic appeal of the

building.  

Another feature that

sets this venue apart

from others is its flexi-

bility.  You have the

freedom to choose.  You

can bring in your own

alcohol and be catered

by whomever you’d

like.  

If you aren’t sure

who to use, The Silver

Fox works with several

local caterers and retail-

ers and are readily

available to offer a hand

in choosing.  “We pro-

vide the venue, we pro-

vide help with plan-

ning, and we have staff

on hand including bar-

tenders.  Sarah is the

event coordinator and

helps people put every-

thing together.  “We’re

flexible and we let peo-

ple bring in what they

want and allow them to

really customize their

event to fit them,”

explains Bill.  There is

available seating for up

to 180 people in the

ballroom and addition-

al seating in the adjoin-

ing cocktail lounge, so

there is ample space if

needed.  

For more informa-

tion, or to book an

event or tour of the

building, contact them

at (815)-409-5120, or at

their website www.sil-

verfoxstreator.com.

You can also like them

on their facebook page,

www.facebook.com/sil-

verfoxstreator for

updates and additional

The Silver Fox in Streator

Coming Up in Streator....
March 12: 

Taste of the Town
April 12: 

Streator Firefighters 
27th Annual Music 
Concert

April 27: 
Dirty Mudder Bike Race

May - October: 
Engle Lane Theatre 
May 18-24 - 9 to 5
For more information visit

www.streator.org/calendar.cfm

Streator Spotlight...

Streator

Charlotte Plan-Its Meet
The Charlotte Plan-Its 4-H Club met on

February 12 at the Cullom Community
Building. President Jared Haberkorn called
the meeting to order. Mikaayla English led
the Pledge to the Flag. Jared led the 4-H
Pledge.

Roll call by Secretary Mikaayla showed
seven members, one senior reporter and two
parents. The December minutes were read
and approved. The January meeting was
cancelled due to weather.

Treasurer Aaron Hughes gave a brief
report. $50 was deposited from the Food
Fight. Judy E. had a bill of $5.00 for copies
made for Breakfast with Santa, which will
be paid at the March meeting.

Old Business:
Anyone who would like to be in 4-H and

has not turned in their enrollment forms, is
asked that they do so as soon as possible.

Books were handed out to those in atten-
dance.

New Business:
The 4-H Club was asked to partner with

the Cullom Fire Department for the 2014
Easter Egg event. It was moved and second-
ed to do so. The motion carried. There are
over 3,000 eggs to be filled. More details to
come.

There will be a Joint HCE Unit and 4-H
talks/demos at the April meeting. Narrator
will be Aaron Hughes. A dice game was
played to who goes first, second, and so on.
Team #1: Kamryn Shifflet and Jared
Haberkorn - Horses. Team #2: Mikaayla
English and Aaron Hughes - Cooking. Team
#3: Ali Essington and Kasi Hughes.

Refreshments for the March 12 meeting
is Cari Hall.

Refreshments were served by Aron and

Kasi Hughes.

All departed for the Cullom Fire House
Tour. Travis Walter and Cory Eimen were
the tour guides. President Haberkorn pre-
sented to the Firemen a Fire Truck display
poster, thanking them for the rides at the
“Breakfast with Santa” in December.

The 4-Hers were taken around and
shown how the different fire trucks work;
toured the inside of the ambulance; shown
fire gear and masks and how heavy they
are; let them sit inside the fire trucks. They
had a question and answer session.

The next meeting will be Wednesday,
March 12, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cullom
Community Building. There will be a prac-
tice session for the April 9 Talks and Demo
Joint meeting.

CHARLOTTE PLAN-ITS PRESIDENT Jared
Haberkorn and 4-H members presented a Fire Truck
Display Poster to thank the Firemen for rides at the
Breakfast with Santa event in December. Pictured, l to r,
are Cory Eimen, Haberkorn, Ali Essington, Kasi Hughes,
Aaron Hughes, Mikaayla English, Olivia English,
Kamryn Shifflet and Travis Walter.
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