
Three Men Founded The Keeley Empire Headquartered in Dwight
Three men founded the

Leslie E. Keeley company.
First and foremost, of

course, was Leslie E. Keeley
who was born in 1834 and
died in 1900.

He proclaimed drunken-
ness was a disease and that
he could cure it, which at the

time went against the grain
of medical health care pro-
fessionals.

Dr. Keeley, John R.
Oughton, and Curtis J. Judd
established the Keeley
Institute for the treatment of
alcoholism.

Keeley was a graduate of
Rush Medical College and
an assistant surgeon in the
Union Army.

He settled in Dwight as a
successful country doctor in
1866.

His home was at 114 East
Mazon Ave., next to where
the U.S. Post Office is situ-

ated in Dwight today.
Oughton lived from 1857

to 1925, and was an Irish-
born pharmacist. He worked
in Seymour Drug Store,
below Dr. Keeley’s doctor’s
office.

Ougthton assisted Keeley
in his research projects to

find a cure for alcoholism.
Together they developed

Keeley’s bi-chloride of gold
treatment known as the
Keeley Cure.

Oughton lived at 114
West Mazon Ave. until he
purchased the Scott
Boarding House and
grounds from the Keeley at
101 West South Street in
1895.  The house on Mazon
Ave. is no longer standing.

Curtis J. Judd, who lived
from 1839 to 1927, served in
the U.S. Army before he
retired with the rank of
Major.

He was known in Dwight
as a wealthy merchant when
he joined Oughton and
Keeley as a founder of the
Keeley Institute. 

He served as secretary
and treasurer of the organi-
zation, and with Oughton
and Keeley made up the

board of directors serving
together for the next 20
years of the organization’s
existence.

His wife, Estelle Dow
Judd, was the sister of Dr.
Keeley’s wife, Mary
Elizabeth.

Judd lived at 324 East
Waupansie Street. The house
is no longer standing.

In 1895, they moved to
Chicago, and Judd commut-
ed to work a few days a
week.

Material for this article
was provided by the
Dwight Historical Society.

THIS BRONZE PLAQUE, erected at a special 60th Keeley anniversary celebration in
Dwight, includes the head and shoulder images of The Keeley Institute founders (from
left) Leslie E. Keeley, John R. Oughton, and Curtis J. Judd. This plaque will be the site
of the opening of a time capsule buried on the Country Mansion grounds in 1939. It
will be opened Sunday, July 17, 4 p.m.

Leslie E. Keeley John R. Oughton Curtis J. Judd

Dwight To Celebrate Keeley Insititute
Anniversaries This Weekend

This summer will mark
three important events in
Dwight’s history.

Dr. Leslie E. Keeley,
M.D., a Union Civil War
surgeon, observed that many
wounded soldiers became
addicted to opiates and
whiskey given as anesthesia.

He was one of the first to
propose that such addictions
are a disease.

Dr. Keeley, in 1866, 150
years ago, chose Dwight to
start his medical proactive
and a clinic for inebriated
soldiers.

He announced in 1879
the discovery of the “Gold
Cure” for opiate, alcohol
and tobacco addiction.

Within 15 years his suc-
cessful human treatment
gained world reputation, and
126 franchised institutions
were opened throughout the
U.S. and foreign countries.

By 1892 the Dwight
institute was treating as
many as 1,000 patients daily
resulting in great prosperity
for the prairie village. 

It closed 50 years ago on
Sunday, June 5, 1966, after
87 years of continuous oper-
ation.

To commemorate these
anniversaries, the Alcohol
and Drug History Society,
an international organiza-
tion, is holding a members-
only off-year conference in
Dwight from July 14 to 17.

Timothy Hickman,
Ph.D., professor of addiction
history at Lancaster
University, London,
England, is leading the “I’ve
Been to Dwight” event.

It will be conducted at
The Country Mansion
Restaurant, 101 W. South
Street, which as The Lodge,
housed patients of The
Keeley Institute from 1930
to 1966.

The Dwight Village
Board has proclaimed
Sunday, July 17, to be
Keeley Institute Day, and
the Dwight Historical
Society has planned several
activities for the general
public.

A special Keeley exhibit
has been made for the
Society Museum in the 150-
year-old railroad station
between Dwight’s two main
streets.

It will be open, free to the
public, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, July 16 and
Sunday, July 17. Also, on
Friday, July 15, it will be
open from 5 to 8 p.m.

All day July 17, the
Dwight Historical Society is
offering hourly bus tours of
Keeley sites, narrated and
including a souvenir book-
let. Tours are $10. Call (815)
584-3728 for reservations.
Other items commemorating
the event will be for sale.

Also on July 17, a simu-
lated Alcoholics
Anonymous round-up will
start at 1 p.m. on the
Country Mansion grounds.
These types of round-ups
were held from 1958 to 1965
for those in recovery.

The program will open
with a Temperance sermon
followed by addictions
recovery related speeches.

The speakers will have a
panel discussion as to The
Keeley’s continuing influ-
ence on the treatment of
addiction and address audi-
ence questions.

In case of inclement
weather, these events will be
held inside the Country
Mansion.

A time capsule was
buried on the grounds as part
of the 1939 60th anniversary
celebration of The Keeley
Institute. The capsule will be

opened at 4 p.m. July 14 for
public viewing.

The Country Mansion
will serve a Sunday break-
fast brunch buffet from 8:30
to 10:30 a.m.. The regular
brunch runs from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. and menu dining is
from 3 to 7 p.m.

The garden patio will be
open all three days of the
conference.

Reservations should be
made at:
www.countrymansion.com

Other restaurants will
also open in Dwight during
the event.

THE SUMMER AA
Round-ups were held each
year for Keeley Institute
patients, as shown in this
ad from 1965. 

Submitted graphic

Conference Titled ‘I’ve Been to Dwight’
The Alcohol and Drugs

History Society will feature
a conference July 14 to 17
focusing on Leslie E. Keeley
and his cure for alcoholism
in Dwight, Illinois.

“I’ve Been to Dwight,” is
the title, referring to those
who travelled to Dwight for
the Keeley cure and were
freed of their addiction to
alcoholism.

This is an off-year con-
ference of the Alcohol and

Drugs History Society, com-
memorating the fiftieth
anniversary of the Leslie E.
Keeley Company’s closure.
It will gather historians and
social scientists at the site of
the company’s former head-
quarters in Dwight, Illinois
to present and discuss new
research on the history of
addiction, temperance and
treatment. 

The conference offers an
opportunity to discuss these

broad topics in a transna-
tional, comparative, histori-
cal framework and will not
limit participation to any
particular psychoactive sub-
stance, habitual practice or
region of study.

The conference will fea-
ture transitional perspectives
on addiction, temperance,
and treatment in the 19th
and 20th centuries.

Keeley Factoid:
The Keeley Institute was founded in 1879 and closed its doors in 1966.

Keeley Factoid:
The oldest returning

“graduate” to the 60th
Keeley celebration was

W. L. Calender of
Clinton, Iowa.
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A part of history. A part of Dwight.

Stephen J. Tock
The Keeley Building

310 S. Prairie Ave., Dwight, IL 60420
(815) 584-1470

www.prairiecreekwealth.com
stephen.tock@lpl.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC
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Commemorating the Keeley History
and Connections to the Bank with
two current board members
descended from one of the founders,
John R. Oughton: 

Michael C. Oughton 
and Jay E. Leonard, Jr.

122 W Main St., Dwight, IL 60420
(815) 584-1212

For Carryout 
or Delivery Only! 
Any substitutions 

will be an extra charge. 
*All chicken mixed 
dark and white meat.

Family Pack #2: $29.99 • 16 pc. Broasted or Fried Chicken*
• 2 lbs. Coleslaw • 2 lbs. Mashed Potatoes,1 lb. Gravy 

• 6 Slices of Fresh Baked Bread – Serves 4 to 6 people
Family Pack #3: $39.99 • 20 pc. Broasted or Fried Chicken* 
• 3 lbs. Coleslaw • 3 lbs. Mashed Potatoes,11/2 lbs. Gravy 

• 8 Slices of Fresh Baked Bread – Serves 6 to 8 people
Family Pack #4: $49.99 • 24 pc. Broasted or Fried Chicken*

• 4 lbs. Coleslaw • 4 lbs. Mashed Potatoes, 2 lbs. Gravy 
• 10 Slices of Fresh Baked Bread – Serves 8 to 10 people

We Deliver within 
5 miles of Dwight!

($1 delivery charge in Dwight for delivery 

person; additional 50¢/mile for out of town)

Delivery Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 10-1:30 and 4-8:30;

Fri. 10-1:30, 4-9; Sat.& Sun. 8-2, 4-8:30

FAMILY 

CHICKEN 

MEAL DEALS!

Family Pack #1: $19.99 • 8 pc. Broasted or Fried Chicken*
• 1 lb.Coleslaw • 1 lb. Mashed Potatoes, 1/2 lb. Gravy 

• 4 Slices of Fresh Baked Bread – Serves 2 to 4 people

105 S. Old Route 66, Dwight • 815-584-2920
www.route66restaurant.com

Don’t feel like 
cooking this summer?

Leave the cooking to us!

by Myke Feinman
Managing Editor

You cannot go down
Prairie Avenue in Dwight
without running into build-
ings that formerly housed

The Keeley Institute’s ongo-
ing operations.
On the corner of W. Main

St. and Mazon Avenue, the
Fox Developmental Center
is the former  Livingston

Hotel and other Keeley
buildings. Fox Center is run
by the State.
As Prairie hits South

Street, Prairie Creek Wealth
Advisors,

occupies a former Keeley
office building. This busi-
ness is owned by Steve
Tock.
And along South Street is

the Country Mansion which

is a former Keeley Institute
building currently owned by
Bob Ohlendorf.
The Prairie Creek Public
Library was a former Keeley
club house on the Oughton

Estate. As a side note, the
office of this publication at
one time resided on the top
floor of the Keeley office
buildng. In the photos
below, the old are on the left.

Keeley Legacy Remains in Dwight with Several Existing Businesses

Then... the Country Mansion as part of The Keeley Now... the Country Mansion restaurant

Now... the Prairie Creek Public LibraryThen... the Keeley Clubhouse, part of the Keeley Institute

Then... a rendering of the new 1941 Keeley Institute Building Now... Prairie Creek Wealth Advisors, LLC 

Then... The Keeley Institute Main Complex Now... The Fox Developmental Center

John R. Oughton

The Paper- Then and Now

The Keeley Building on South Prairie, top floor, above a wind-
ing wooden staircase was the original office of The Paper, from
1999 to 2006.                                                      The Paper photo

The former Star Newspapers office on East Chippewa now
house the current operations of The Paper. The Paper moved
there in 2006.                                                    The Paper photo

The offices of this publication, The
Paper, which serves 21 communities in
Livingston, Grundy, Kankakee, and La
Salle counties, has ties to The Keeley
Institute.
When the offices opened in February

1999, they were housed on the top floor
of the Keeley Building on South Prairie
Avenue. 
Employees had to climb a long,

winding wooden staircase to arrive at
work. No elevators. This is where the
Keeley formula for the Keeley Cure was
manufactured.
The first issue was printed with a Feb.

15, 1999 date.
In the fall of 2006, the offices moved

to the former offices of Star Newspapers
on East Chippewa, where The Paper
operations are situated currently.
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Planning Associates ,  Ltd.Planning Associates ,  Ltd.
108 E. Main Street108 E. Main Street
Dwight, IL 60420Dwight, IL 60420

815-584-1044815-584-1044
K.W. Chambers & Co.

Securities and insurance products offered through
K.W. Chambers & Co., member FINRA, SIPC, 

and affiliated insurance agencies. 

7800 Forsyth Blvd., 5th Floor
Clayton, MO 63105  (314) 236-2444

Dine at the Mansion Dine at the Mansion – Serving –
Sunday Breakfast Brunch Buffet 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Regular Brunch 11a.m.-3 p.m. 
Menu Dining 3-7 p.m.

Patio will be closed Thursday night for the welcoming party.

• Weekend drink feature ~ “The Gold Cure”.

• Friday Dinner Special  “You Call It” Cod  – $11.99

• Saturday Dinner Special Prime Rib with Shrimp – $17.99

New Garden Patio

Reservations can be made at www.countrymansion.com Reservations can be made at www.countrymansion.com 

The garden patio will be open all three days of the conference.

Proud to Serve the Dwight Community 
since 1855

Painting in Lobby of the Bank is by 
Viennese Artist Oskar Gross Painted in 1910

Rare Keeley Bottles Still Auctioned Off on E-bay as Collector’s Items

VARIOUS STYLES of Keeley Cure bottles have survived through the Keeley

Institute’s history and beyond, with bottles to this day being auctioned off on E-bay.

Submitted photo

by Myke Feinman
Managing Editor

As of July 11, there was
an ongoing auction for a rare
Keeley Bottle, formerly con-
taining the famous Keeley
Gold Cure, going for $150.
The bottles have fetched

as much as $300 on E-bay,
according to a Dwight
Historical Society article
that appeared in The Paper
April 27.
On top of being a part of

history, why are the individ-
ual bottles selling  for so
much?
Because The Keeley

Institute instructed the doc-
tors all over the world to
“destroy” the bottles after
the cure was administered.
Evidently some of the

doctors did not obey the
rules.
The Dwight Historical

Society said the bottles can
be found all over the world.
This past winter, the

Prairie Creek Library, its
building formerly a Keeley
Institute Clubhouse, asked
the Dwight Historical
Society if it could borrow a
crate of small brown Keeley
bottles left over from when
the Keeley Institute closed
in 1966.
When Dwight’s Franklin

Street bridge was replaced,
numerous bottles were dis-
covered in the creek banks,
just a block from the
Country Mansion.
Bottles have also been

unearthed in old outhouse
locations and on farmland.

Some of the earliest bot-
tles had “Double Chloride of
Gold Cure” embossed on the
back.
The original  design was

patented March 15, 1881.
Originally bottles were

hand blown but the
Historical Society said in the
1920s, they were manufac-
tured by “modern” glass fac-
tories.
The molds the Keeley

owned were not compatible
in the new factories so the
bottles began to stray from
the original patent design.
Wording on the bottles

changed, going from “cures”
to “remedies” and finally to
“treatments.”
Dwight is where all of the

medicine was formulated.

10,000 People Thronged into Dwight 

to Celebrate Keeley’s

60th Birthday
Taken from the Dwight

Star and Herald, Sept. 29,
1939:
Ten thousand persons

gathered in Dwight on
Sunday afternoon, Septem-
ber 17, to join in a celebra-
tion commemorating the
sixtieth anniversary of the
establishment of the Keeley
Institute honoring the mem-
ory of its three founders.
Under a sunny, cloudless

sky the crowd — one of the
largest ever assembled in
Central Illinois — listened

for nearly three hours to a
program which all who wit-
nessed will long remember.
Although seats had been

provided for thousands,
“standing room only” was
the rule an hour before the
ceremonies began.

Great Enthusiasm
Citizens of Dwight, their

families and neighbors from
the surrounding country-
side were there in full force.
People came from Chicago
and downstate Illinois, from

nearby Middle Western
states and far distant places.

The keynote of the occa-
sion was sounded by Hon.
Frank L. Smith, general
chairman of the citizens
committee sponsoring the
celebration, when he said:
“Sixty years ago there

came into being in this little
hamlet of ours an idea and
an ideal. The idea was that
drunkenness was a disease;
the ideal was that it could be
cured.”

Back in the days of the famous Keeley Institute (above), postcards such as the one

above in full color were sold and mailed around the globe. This one shows the building

now occupied by the Fox Developmental Center.  At left is the Livingston Hotel, Circa

1910.                                                                                                    Submitted photos

The following article
originally appeared in the
Sept. 29, 1939 issue of the
Dwight Star and Herald:
Rutherford B. Hayes was

in the White House. General
U. S. Grant was returning
home after a triumphal trip
around the world. The
Apache Indians under
Vitorio were on the warpath,
attacking white frontier
posts in New Mexico.
These items were head-

line material in 1879, when
Dr. Leslie E. Keeley and his
two associates, John R.
Oughton and Major Curtis J.
Judd, established the Keeley
Institute in Dwight.
Research into the history

of the times brings to light
some other interesting mile-
stones:
For instance, 1879 was

the year in which Thomas A.
Edison invented the first
incandescent lamp. He put it
in a circuit and it maintained

its incandescence for 40
hours. That was the birth of
modern electric lights. In
that same year, young
Edison applied for a patent
for his new invention in
Washington.
William Lloyd Garrison,

abolitionist leader, credited
by many with being a force
in bringing on the Civil War,
died in Boston after a long
illness.
John A. Logan was elect-

ed senator from Illinois.
Great Britain was fight-

ing a war against the Zulus
in the wilds of Africa.
The National League of

Professional Baseball was
only three years old. The
Chicago White Stockings,
predecessors of the Cubs,
were playing games on the
shores of Lake Michigan to
small crowds.
The population of the

United States was
50,155,000, compars with

130,000,000 today.
Chicago had a population

of 500,000. New York was
1,900,000 people; Philadel-
phia had 847,000. Los
Angeles had 11,000, Detroit
116,000, Cleveland 150,000,
St. Louis, 350,000,
Pittsburgh 230,000 and
Cincinnati about 250,000.
Sixty years ago there

were no automobiles, no
radios, no airplanes, no
streamlined trains.
The telephone had been

invented three years before,
but there were none in com-
mercial operation. It was a
horse and buggy era.

“Six decades have passed
since the Keeley Institute
was established,” an old-
timer pointed out. “Nations
have come and gone. But
through all these years, the
Institute’s basic service of
human reclamation has been
carried on.”

Year Keeley Institute Founded
— Eventful in History
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• The Keeley Institute has had a profound influ-
ence on the development of Dwight as a village.

• As the institute gained national and internation-
al acclaim, Dwight began to develop and grow in
size.

• Modern paved roads replaced older dirt roads,
electric lighting was installed in place of older gas
lamps and water and sewage systems were
replaced and improved.

• New homes, businesses, and a railroad depot
were all constructed and Dwight became the “most
famous village of its size in America”

WE ARE PROUD TO BE PART OF THE KEELEY LEGACY

Country Mansion
Former John Oughton Home

Prairie Creek Library
Former Oughton Carriage House

The Village of Dwight, Illinois

Sunday 4:30 - 8 p.m.
CLOSED Monday-Tuesday

Lunch Wednesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday-Thursday 4:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Friday-Saturday 4:30 - 9 p.m.

– BRING IN THIS COUPON –

Dine In 4:30 to 8:00 p.m.

10% OFF10% OFF
Any Menu Item

Keeley Day Special
Good Sunday, July 17, 2016

Note: The following
article appeared in the
Sept. 29, 1939 edition of
the Dwight Star and
Herald. Readers should
note that there is no  men-
tion of the “coming” of tel-
evision or the Internet as
things that caused many
clubs to go by the wayside.
Of the hundreds of clubs,

societies, leagues, federa-
tions and associations
formed during the 1890s,
many of which ceased to
exist with the coming of the
automobile, the movies and
the radio, there were none
that were absolutely unique.
The Keeley Reformed

Drinkers’ League was com-
posed exclusively of men
who had been alcoholics,
and at one time, it had a
membership of more than
30,000.
It held national conven-

tions attended by delegates
from all parts of the United
States, and its national and
state officials were men
noted in politics, the profes-
sions and literature. Its
members took pride in the
fact that they had conquered
Demon Rum. And as a sym-
bol of that fact, they wore a
horseshoe emblem in the
buttonholes of their coats.

Why the horseshoe? That
was because this league was
founded in a blacksmith
shop in Dwight. The Keeley
League was made up of for-
mer patients of the Keeley
Institute.
League’s Organizers
“The Keeley League was

organized in April, 1891,”
said John J. Flinn, chairman
of the executive committee,
in an article which appeared
in the American Journal of
Politics, December 1892.
“Its’ sponsors included a

capitalist, a merchant, a
lawyer, a journalist and an
artisan, with perhaps a
farmer and minister. The
first meeting was held in a
blacksmith shop.”
From a dozen or two

members the new club rap-
idly attracted several hun-
dred and then a thousand or
two former patients of the
institute. Soon there was a
great activity in forming
branch clubs throughout the
United States.
A national convention of

the League was held in
September 1892, in Dwight.
This was attended by 600
delegates, representing
every state and territory in
the Union.
“In the chair,” says Mr.

Flinn, “is a capitalist who
calls to his assistance a man
who has represented  his dis-
trict in a state senate for four
consecutive terms.

Big Convention
“On the floor

taking adap-
tive parts
in the

debate
a r e
lawyers and
doctors of large practice,
ministers of large congrega-
tions, journalists represent-
ing or owning newspapers
of large circulation; politi-
cians of popularity and
influence; men who have
filled positions on the bench
with credit to themselves
and to the public; authors

whose books are read from
one end of the continent to
the other; merchants of
wealth and credit; superin-
tendents and managers of
great industries and mechan-

ics who have gained
distinction in

t h e i r
hand-

icrafts
and com-

f o r t a b l e
incomes by their indus-

try.”
Other national conven-

tions were held in St. Paul,
Minn., Harrisburg, Pa., and
other leading cities. Within a
few years after its organiza-
tion the Keeley League grew
to 359 lodges and with a
national membership that

exceeded 30,000.
Temperance Work
The members of the

league had qualifications for
doing the most effective
kind of temperance work.
Knowing the dangers of
social drinking they were
well equipped to admonish
the moderate drinker to stop
while he could still control
himself.
One of the League’s most

famous presidents was Col.
Andrew J. Smith, himself a
graduate of Dwight. Col.
Smith introduced the Keeley
treatment into the Soldiers’
Home at Leavenworth,
Kans., when he became gov-
ernor of the home, and it
was also administered at sol-
ders’ homes at Milwaukee,
Wis., Hampton, Va., Los
Angeles, Calif. and other
cities. In fact, at a time when
the soldiers of our army
were said to be noted for
being almost as hard-drink-
ing as they were hard-fight-
ing, an institute was estab-
lished exclusively for the
use of enlisted men at Fort
Leavenworth, Kans.

Aims of League
The aims and purposes of

the Keeley League, accord-
ing to Mr. Flinn’s article,
were set forth in its constitu-

tion as follows:
“To further the cause of

temperance among all peo-
ple by curing the alcoholic
of the disease of intemper-
ance and preventing the
youth of the country, by edu-
cation, from contracting it.
To bind together in one fra-
ternal band all who have
taken the Keeley treatment
for liquor or other diseases;
to extend the knowledge of
Dr. Keeley’s remedies; and
by medical, moral and
Christian methods, by the
help of Almighty God, to
discourage and annihilate
the use of liquor as a bever-
age in any way that may
seem opportune, or the occa-
sion may demand.”
Just as do other organiza-

tions, so did the National
Keeley League have its own
publication. It was called the
Banner of Gold and it circu-
lated among the thousands
of graduates of the Keeley
Institute. An interesting fea-
ture of this magazine was
the poetry which appeared
in it, written by nationally-
known poets.
Poems and articles

appeared from the pens of
Nixon Waterman, Opie
Read and a number of other
noted figures in literature.

Keeley Reformed Drinkers’ League Was Unique Organization

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS like the one shown above were used by the

Keeley Institute to encourage alcoholics to take advantage of the company’s famous

“Keeley Cure.”                                            

Conference Organizers Ask:
‘Why Keeley?’

On the Lancaster Univer-
sity website which is hosting
the conference on alco-
holism in Dwight, the fol-
lowing article is posted
about why they chose
Keeley as the subject for this
year’s conference.

The article states:
Though nearly forgotten

today, the Keeley Company,
based in Dwight, Illinois,
distributed its “gold cure”
for the alcohol, tobacco and
drug habits by post and from
franchised clinics across
North America, Europe and
Australia between 1880 and
1966. 

The company’s popular,
international success
ensured that its founder, Dr.
Leslie E. Keeley, was among

the world’s most famous
physicians at the turn of the
twentieth century. Keeley
however, faced constant
accusations of quackery
from the forces of profes-
sional biomedicine, particu-
larly the British Medical
Association and the
American Medical Associa-
tion. 
Nonetheless, tens of

thousands of satisfied
patients from around the
globe were convinced that
his “gold cure” had rid them
of their alcohol and drug
habits and “I’ve Been to
Dwight” was a catchphrase
they used to explain their
sobriety. 
After Keeley’s death in

1900, the company worked
to conform to shifting stan-
dards of biomedical prac-

tice, but competition from
state-run sanitaria led to its
closure in 1966.
Because of its global

presence, its difficult rela-
tionship with the medical
mainstream and its tena-
cious popularity among
ordinary people, marking
the closure of the Keeley
Company begs many histor-
ical questions and it urges us
to answer them in broadly
critical, comparative and/or
transnational terms.

Keeley Factoid:

80% of the Women in 1939 that were registered as patients

at The Keeley Institute were married.

Keeley Factoid:

The actual name for the Keeley Cure was Bichloride of

Gold and nobody knows the actual formula for the

famous cure for alcoholism.

Keeley Factoid:

John Oughton, 

a pharmacist in

Seymour’s drug store

in Dwight, developed

the famous “Keeley

Cure.”

Keeley Factoid:
Florence Gray,

Chicago sculptor, cre-
ated the plaque of the
Keeley Founders

Keeley Factoid: By 1893 the number of Keeley branch offices in operation were
126 in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden,
Russia and England. Although the branches were franchised, all medicines were

purchased from the Dwight laboratory.
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